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Welcome
Welcome to Huntingdon. We are a market town
bursting with history, notably as the birthplace of
Oliver Cromwell, but we also pride ourselves on
having a strong community and civic focus. We
have strong links with the local armed forces, with
RAF Wyton and RAF Alconbury on our doorsteps,
and our historic links to the RAF Pathfinders. 

In Bloom is part of Huntingdon’s fabric, the original
campaign was formed over 25 years ago. The
current committee, coordinated by Huntingdon
Town Council, reformed in 2015 and has won
several awards since then. As always, the success
of our campaign has heavily relied on the
generosity and time of volunteers and groups
across the community.
 
It has been amazing to see how much the town
thrives when working together and to see new
partnerships and support networks formed. Our
groups and volunteers have been of all ages and
abilities, but the only skills required to be a part of
the team are enthusiasm and passion for the town!

Portfolio Key
Horticultural
Achievements

Community
Participation

Environmental
Responsibility
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Time Location Special Awards
Marking
Criteria

Arrive: 10:30am
Leave: 11:15am

Hinchingbrooke Country Park
- Welcome,  presentation &

park tour

Best Conservation or
Biodiversity Project 

Best Public Open Space

A2      B3
A3      C1

      B2      C2      

Arrive: 11:20am
Leave: 11:40am

Hinchingbrooke Hospital
Education Garden - meet
with Hospital Volunteers

Best Floral Display by a
Community

A1        C1
 A2       C3  
B1              

Arrive: 11:45am
Leave: 12:05pm

Sebastopol Cannon - Meet
with Scout Groups and

Shakespeare at the George

Best Young People's
Project under 12 years

A1     B1
A3     B2
A4      C3

Arrive: 12:10pm
Leave: 12:25pm

Bloomfield Park - Meet with
Huntingdon Town Council

Estates Team

A2    B1
A3     C1
A4         

Arrive: 12:30pm
Leave: 12:45pm

Priory Road Cemetery -
Meet with Cemetery &

Crematorium Manager, &
Friends of Priory Road Group

B1
C2
C3

Arrive: 12:50pm
Leave: 1:15pm

Coneygear Park - Meet with
Coneygear Community

Garden team and Thongsley
Fields Primary School

Gardening Club

Best Community Project

Best Grow your Own
B2    C2
B3     C3
C1          

Arrive: 1:25pm
Leave: 1:35pm

Bus Station Green - Meet
with Huntingdon Town

Council Estates team to
showcase 3D Flying
Scotsman Display

Best Local Authority
Display

A1     B1
A2     C1
A3     C2
A4          

Arrive: 1:40pm
Lunch: 2:15pm

Town Centre and Market
Square - meet with Bid

Manager for tour of
Huntingdon's Town Centre,
Market Square, All Saints

Church and Cromwell
Museum

Best Commercial /
Industrial Area

A1     C2
B1         
B3         

Route and Timings for Anglia in Bloom Judging Day 
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Natasha Pierson – Huntingdon Town Council
Philip Peacock – Huntingdon Town Council
Peter Haynes – Head Groundsman
Cllr Sarah Gifford - Town Councillor

Cllr Karl Webb - Town Councillor
Sarah Jane Gaule - Huntingdon in Bloom Promotion
Charlotte Mann - Coneygear Community Garden
Chris Jordan – Hinchingbrooke Country Park Volunteer, 

Rosemary Styles - Hinchingbrooke Hospital Gardens
Mags Clark - Huntingdon First
Stephanie James - Wild about Huntingdon
David King – Resident
Ruth Braysher - Resident

The Huntingdon In Bloom Committee continues to grow as more residents express an
interest and start new projects within the town. 

The committee meets roughly every six weeks. These meetings focus on projects, planting
plans and engaging with the local community. The committee consists of 13 members with
over 50 associate members. 

List of Committee Members

                                          Rubbish Rebels

                                 Huntingdon and Godmanchester Civic Society

Members of the Committee visiting the Glasshouses after
a committee meeting at Huntingdon Town Council Depot

The Committee
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A Year of Huntingdon
I N  B L O O M

 - Rotary Club
Bench Restoration
at Castle Hills 
 - Annual Allotment
Holders Forum

 - Floral tributes for
HM The Queen laid
and later collected
for composting 
 - Anglia In Bloom
Awards

 - Oxmoor Lane
tree and bulb
Planting
 - Winter bedding
displays planted

 - Remembrance
Services
 - Town Centre
Christmas lights
and trees installed

 - Light up the Night
Crematorium
Service
 - Town Centre and
Amenity Area
gritting

 - Coneygear
Garden Day
 - Groundworks
Project at Kings
Ripton Court 
 - Community
Payback Project

 - HDC & EACH
Christmas Tree
Chipping Service
 - HDC & HTC tree
planting sessions
 

 - Potato Day, led by
Cambs Self
Sufficiency Group
 - Memorial Tree
planting at
Bloomfield Park

 - Community
Snowdrop Planting in
Bloomfield and
Coneygear Park
 - Huntingdon Green
Town litter pick
 

AUG SEP OCT NOV

DEC JAN FEB MAR

APR MAY JUN JUL
 - Wild about
Huntingdon plant
swap and roadside
planting session
 - Coronation
Soldiers on display

 - Huntingdon in
Bloom official launch
 - Summer bedding
displays installed
 - Summer Canopies
installed

 - Coneygear
Biodiversity Audit
 - Eco Fair
 - Best Kept Front
Garden Judging
 - In Bloom Judging
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The main theme of the displays around
Huntingdon this year has been to celebrate
colour and vibrancy, represented in the
designs and floral bedding in and around the
town. Huntingdon’s bedding displays are
planted twice a year for summer and winter
displays. 

Our winter planting included a variety of
tulips, and daffodils, which added height to
the displays, and these were enhanced with
violas, pansys and wallflowers, to add a mix
of colours. 

For our planting to have maximum visual
effect, there are a variety of different shrub
beds and herbaceous plants across the
town’s displays. Our summer planters also
include fennel to add more height and
movement to our arrangements and canna
plants to create a visual focus.

Our Summer bedding plants have again been
selected for their bright colour and vibrancy,
but also their hardiness to hotter climates.

Our hanging basket displays feature trailing
geraniums, fuchsias and trailing petunias,
both of which are native to more
Mediterranean climates. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 
A1: Overall Impression

Tulips at the Coneygear Community Garden

Spring planters in the Market Square

Trevor's Island - Spring 2023St Mary's Church Pathway - Spring 2023
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Huntingdon is well known for its 3D Floral Displays, created by the Huntingdon Town Council
Estate Services Team, with the vast majority of each display created using recycled materials,
making use of ‘left-over’ resources or materials no longer required for their original purpose. 

In previous years we have celebrated events such as the 80th anniversary of the Fire Service,
the 400th anniversary of the Mayflower, the 50th anniversary of the moon landings, and also
a special Thank You to the NHS in 2020.

Last year we created a fantastic 3D
Crown by the Town Sign to mark the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. This was still in
situ for the Queen’s passing and
Huntingdon Town Council's Estate
Services team were able to pay tribute
there. 

The display was then maintained
throughout the year and the beds and
planters were updated for King Charles
III Coronation. 

This year’s display celebrates the centenary of
the Flying Scotsman, particularly relevant as
the train historically passed through
Huntingdon on it’s regular route. 

This was created using recycled materials, with
trailing petunias, osteospermums and gauras 
 incorporated to represent the steam, and
thistles to highlight the Scottish connection.
The setting has been left more spread out than
in previous years, to mimic the natural yet
industrial beauty of a railway line.

Special feature: 3D Displays

The HTC Estate Services Team paying tribute to HM
Queen Elizabeth after her passing. 

The Apollo Landing 3D Display from 2019

The 2023 Flying Scotsman Display
The 2023 Flying Scotsman Display 
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Huntingdon in Bloom is keen to work with local communities and businesses to help promote
activity in the town. 

Since 2017, one of our 3D summer displays has been sponsored by Shakespeare at the
George, a local community amateur dramatics group who perform Shakespeare plays in
the Jacobean courtyard of the George Hotel in Huntingdon. Previous years have included
3D displays to celebrate their productions of Romeo & Juliet, and Pericles. This year's
display, based at the Sebastopol cannon site features a Italian renaissance theme,
highlighting the Tuscan setting of their latest production, Much Ado about Nothing. 

Special feature: Sponsored Displays

Huntingdon in Bloom work closely with
Huntingdon First, the local Business
Improvement District, to involve local
businesses in the campaign. This was
developed further this year with a
sponsorship scheme for the Hanging
Baskets and Planters throughout the town
centre. 

The Cast of Much Ado About Nothing at the 3D
Display at Sebastopol Cannon Site

The 3D Display at Sebastopol Cannon Site

The Pericles 3D Display from 2017

A sponsored planter
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To enhance on the floral displays already in
the town, Huntingdon Town Council has
taken on additional flower beds across
Huntingdon, contracted by Cambridgeshire
County Council. 

With the number of new contracts and
planting locations, the vast majority of
planting in the town is now maintained by
Huntingdon Town Council, with the Estates
Services Team watering and dead heading
all floral displays in accordance with the
weather and its demands. 

Hanging baskets and tubs are watered
twice a week and are maintained to the
highest possible standard. 

Sustainability has been taken into
consideration through the use of drought
resistant plants in the summer bedding and
the introduction of sustainable displays.

The water for all plants is extracted from
the river to save on resources and recycle
natural materials available. Huntingdon’s
bedding displays are planted twice a year for
summer and winter displays. It is hoped that
in the long term, these display areas will be
expanded on to enhance visual impact and
encourage more wildlife to the town. 

To ensure a high-quality plant
selection, 30,000 bedding plants

are grown per year by Huntingdon
Town Council. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Watering one of the 3D summer displays

A2: Maintainence of Planted Areas

Installing the summer display at the Town Hall

Planting the winter displays in the Market Square
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Following the extreme heat of last summer,
we have focused particularly on drought
resistant plants in the summer bedding and
the introduction of more sustainable displays. 

It is important to the Town to constantly
encourage new growth. Bulb and tree
planting has taken place over the last six
months at Oxmoor Lane, Clayton’s Way, KGV
Sapley Road, Bloomfield Park, and Castle Hills. 
As a result of Huntingdon’s ongoing planting
efforts, copses can be found at both
Coneygear Park and Hinchingbrooke Park.
Hinchingbrooke Park boasts a fantastic
orchard, having a variety of fruit trees. 

Shelterbelts are important in Huntingdon,
helping to make the landscape more resilient
and sustainable. Shelterbelts can be found at
Castle Hills and Coneygear Park. These
shelterbelts help to conserve fertile soil,
protect water quality, enhance air
movement and biological connectivity in the
landscape.

Oxmoor Lane has been a particular focus for
Huntingdonshire District Council with the
planting of 114 purple leaf plum trees down
the stretch of green open space. 

The plum trees bloom pink in the spring and
provide fruit in the summer that residents
are welcome to harvest. In addition to the
new avenue of trees, a bulb mix has been
planted between the trees, and floral
meadow mix on either side, creating a 7
metre wide corridor. This mixture of planting
will be in flower from February, through
August, providing plenty of colour to the
area throughout the year. 

The trees were sourced locally and planted
using biodegradable hessian tree ties and
mulch that was made by Huntingdonshire
District council’s in-house Arboriculture
team.

A new wildflower area has been set aside at
the Sebastopol Cannon site to increase
biodiversity and we have worked with a local
community group, Wild about Huntingdon to
spread wildflower seeds in the St Peters
Road industrial area. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 
A3: Plant Selection

Oxmoor Lane Spring flowers

Huntingdon Town Council and Huntingdonshire District
Council joint Tree Planting at Clayton's Way

Wildflower area at Sebastopol Cannon Site
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Hinchingbrooke Hospital is fortunate to have a team of volunteers to look after the many
gardens including: the Education Garden, the Woodland Garden, the Pond Garden, the
Chapel Garden, the Bereavement Garden and the Holly Garden. 

The Chapel Garden has a quiet atmosphere containing a newly built pergola after the
removal of a number of trees . It will be renovated by the Volunteer Gardeners over the
coming months to incorporate more colourful planting. 

The Lawn where staff gather at picnic tables for a break or meetings, and patients can
spend time with their families and friends.
The Greenhouse - where the volunteers grow our annuals and overwinter plants. 
The Raised Beds – where they highlight mostly annuals and bulbs but also grow sensory
plants like lavender, sage and other herbs.
The Drought Tolerant Bed - this is a new bed for perennials which are drought tolerant.
The Pick Your Own Planters – the planters enable the volunteers to grow fruits and
vegetables to be picked by users of the garden.
The Wild Area – This area has an annual wildflower border, a Bug Hotel, a Hedgehog
House donated by Wild about Huntingdon. 
The Rockery – once the original highlight of the garden but now where the volunteers
grow herbs like thyme, marjoram and chives.
The Composting Area with 4 bins / living walls, made from pallets by the volunteers.

The Education Garden is the largest of the gardens and is the only one with specific
designated areas – they are:

Special Feature - Hinchingbrooke Hospital
Garden Volunteers

Entrance to the Woodland Garden Growing plants in the hospital greenhouse

Collecting a hedgehog house for the wildlife area Laying a new pathway in the Education Garden
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The plants used in the floral displays around
the town have been grown in house from
seeds or plugs and are cultivated and
maintained by the Estates Services Team at
Huntingdon Town Council. 

To ensure that all bedding plants and displays
have the best chance of flourishing, base
fertiliser and compost is laid down prior to
planting and all hanging baskets are given
liquid food once a week. 

To minimise the use of chemicals, disease
resistant plant varieties are selected for
planting and pest control is only used if
necessary.

We intend to purchase a soil sieve and
steriliser and become self-sufficient in
growing media in the next few years. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 
A4: Plant Quality

Tulips at Castle Hills

Planting of Winter Bedding

Growing summer bedding within our glasshouse

Spring Bedding
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We were fortunate in 2022 that our Coneygear Community Garden was selected as the
RHS Community Garden for England. The garden has been built using native, renewable
materials and was laid out by Arit Anderson from BBC Gardeners World, who drew
inspiration for her design from the community nature of a beehive. 

The garden includes floral displays and also raised planters for growing produce. The fruits,
vegetables and herbs grown in the garden are then used by the Community Cafe and
Coneygear Senior’s lunch session.

The garden is managed by the Coneygear
Community Gardening Club, a new group
that meets regularly, with monthly sessions
in the winter and more frequent sessions in
the summer. The group is a mixture of ages
and experience, and activities vary each
session, depending on the needs of the
garden. This includes planting crops such as
potatoes and broad beans, improving the
drainage of the raised beds, weeding and
de-heading, and general tidy up of beds. 
We have also welcomed Thongsley School
gardening club to use some beds as an
extension of their school allotment. 

Composting forms a key part of the garden,
using the garden waste and raw vegetable
waste from the weekly Coneygear Senior’s
lunch sessions to go back into the growing
beds.

IBC water tanks are being installed around
the perimeter of the Coneygear Centre to
avoid the use of mains water supply in the
Community Garden as much as possible.

There is also a hedgehog home, donated by
Wild about Huntingdon, in the adjacent wild
growth area. 

Special Feature - Coneygear Community
Garden

Planting of broad beans by Community Gardening Club -
December 2022

Seed sowing and paper pot making during Community
Garden session - April 2023

First planting session at RHS Coneygear Community
Garden with Arit Anderson - October 2022

Paperwhite Narcissus flowering in December 2022
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Huntingdon is fortunate to have several
Listed Buildings, memorials and plaques which
are centrally located to enable the residents
to enjoy and feel the character of this
historic town which was granted a Royal
Charter in 1205. 

Oliver Cromwell was born in the town and like
Samuel Pepys, attended school at the now
Cromwell Museum. The museum runs under
the management of a Trust, with the building
managed by a Curator and team of
volunteers. There are also Cromwell themed
interpretation boards, seating and bins to
celebrate our longstanding connection.

The Market Square is a popular focal point
within the town, hosting many events such
as our 3 day Christmas Market, our Fayre on
the Square monthly market, and Pancake
Flipathon. This year we are welcoming
residents and visitors to enjoy Pirate Day, a
one off event themed around pirates that
encompassed over 30 businesses and
organisations. 

The Thinking Solider War Memorial in the
centre of the Market Square stands
prominently, often with personal tributes laid
and wreaths from memorial ceremonies. 

The Grade II listed War Memorial was
sculpted by Kathleen Scott, the widow of
Scott of the Antarctic and paid for by the
Women’s Institute. It was unveiled in 1923 by
the Earl of Sandwich. A ceremony is being
planned for November to mark the
centenary of the Memorial, with the
Women’s institute and Town Council working
together to mark this special occasion. 

Last year’s Dino Day (a dinosaur
themed similar event) attracted

40,000 people to the high street.

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 
B1: Local Identity and Pride of Place

All Saints Church, the Cromwell Museum and the Thinking
Soldier Statue - October 2022

Unveiling of the War Memorial in 1923

Remembrance Sunday 2022
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Each year, the town looks ahead to relevant
anniversaries and events to mark, including
the anniversary of the Battle of Britain,
National Police Memorial Day, and our
remembrance services. The flying of flags is
very much a tradition in Huntingdon, with a
calendar for appropriate occasions, both
nationally and locally to be marked. 

This year, we welcomed the 501st Combat
Support Wing of the USAF to exercise their
Freedom of Huntingdon, with a Parade and
inspection of the troops. 

In addition, the Town Hall, All Saints’ Church
and the Bandstand in Bloomfield Park all
have colour changing lights to mark special
occasions. 

Signage is very prominent in Huntingdon with
new noticeboards installed around the town,
by Huntingdon First. 

Using grant funding from Huntingdonshire
District Council, we have also introduced
parklets to allow residents to sit and enjoy
the town centre.

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

B1: Local Identity and Pride of Place

Cromwell Museum Volunteers maintaining 
the 17th Century physic herb garden

Town Hall illuminated to show support for Ukraine

Parklet installed by St Germain Walk

Freedom Parade of 501st CSW
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Huntingdon Town Council’s Estates Services Team maintains the churchyard gardens and
grounds at; St Mary's, All Saints', the closed churchyard at St John's, in addition to the
cemeteries around the town. Planting schemes within these areas are renewed throughout
the year. 

Working with the Community Payback Scheme, the fence at All Saints' Church has recently
been repainted, and work continues to restore the Grade II listed walls at All Saints Church
and Priory Road Cemetery. 

The renowned Architect Robert
Hutchinson had a significant influence on
the Town and designed the Priory Road
Grade II Cemetery chapels, mortuary,
adjacent lodge and provided the layout
of the cemetery. He died in 1894 and is
buried in the cemetery he created. 

The Priory Road cemetery sits within a
conservation area and contains a mix of
Yews and Holly Trees along with some
Wellingtonias. 

Working in collaboration with the
Commonwealth War Graves
commission, the Huntingdon Town
Council Cemeteries team have been
researching the graves of those buried
within the grounds who died during
service in the two World Wars. New
Interpretation boards have been
developed to tell their story, and these
will also be shared during the Heritage
Open Days event, due to be held in
September. 

Special feature: Cemeteries, Churchyards 
and Crematoria

Flowerbed in St Johns Closed ChurchyardThe Sealed Knot processing into St Mary's Church
for The Mayor's Civic Service

New Interpretation Board design for 
Priory Road Cemetery

Priory Road Chapel
Page 17



Huntingdon is lucky to have many outdoor
spaces rich with biodiversity. There are
several preserved areas such as Riverside
Meadows and Hinchingbrooke Park, both of
which have teams of staff and volunteers to
ensure they are well maintained. We are also
adjacent to Portholme Meadow, a SSSI
known as the largest floodplain wildflower
meadow in England, and the River Great
Ouse. 

Groundworks East is a scheme that helps
participants who are not in employment,
education or training to improve their
landscaping skills, and employability whilst
working on a real-life community project.
They have completed several projects at
Hinchingbrooke Country Park to increase
biodiversity and recently started working at
Spring Common to create a new habitat
space within the natural pond. 

Huntingdonshire District Council have
recently introduced an Alternative Land
Management scheme to change the way
they manage amenity grass, along with the
introduction of more flower meadows and
increasing the tree canopy. These areas are
marked with a sign, containing a QR code,
allowing residents to learn more about the
scheme.

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 
B2: Natural Environment

Wildflowers at Riverside Park
Flailing at Spring Common

Volunteers hedge laying at Hinchingbrooke 
Country Park

Alternative Land Management Sign
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Wild about Huntingdon was set up in September 2022, with the aim of encouraging residents,
businesses and other landowners to do more for our environment and our wildlife - all free of
charge. The project covers all areas of Huntingdon including the industrial areas, Stukeley
Meadows, the Town Centre, Oxmoor, Hinchingbrooke, Newtown, Hartford, Sapley and the
Bird Estate.

This project doesn't have any income or any
expenditure - everything is donated and
redistributed. The final aim is for every house,
business, park, school and community area to
have a place set aside for wildlife.

This should in turn form a network of
wildlife/pollinator highways linking together the
wildlife planting initiatives organised by local
government.

 By sharing resources, knowledge, and making
nature fun and interesting, everyone can be
involved and play a part and it raises the
profile of protecting our environment.  

Special Feature - Wild about Huntingdon

Seed and Plant raffle

Seed planting at St Peters Road Industrial Area

Plant Swap event

Hand crafted re-wilding signage
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The recent build of Huntingdon’s
Crematorium, Estates Depot and
Glasshouses have had environmental
management at the heart of the project.

Every feature of the builds have taken into
account the environmental impact, and how
the buildings can be used to be as
environmentally efficient as possible,
ensuring no resources are lost. Waste heat
from the cremators is used to heat the
glasshouses, and rain water harvesting from
the buildings means that the glasshouses can
run almost self-sufficiently.

With over 30,000 plants grown and planted
by Huntingdon Town Council each year,
there’s a lot of watering to be done. To save
on resources, water is taken from the River
Ouse to keep the Town’s floral displays to
the highest possible standard. 

Huntingdonshire District Council's Waste
Minimisation team share advice on their
facebook page, and Huntingdon Town
Council hold an annual Eco Fair. Huntingdon
Town Council has also made use of
recyclable materials in its floral displays this
year. 

We work closely with schools to introduce
sustainable practices such as composting to
their gardens. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 
B3: Environmental Management

Rain water harvester at the Glasshouse

Cromwell Academy School Composting

Creating the Flying Scotsman display from recycled
pallets and old bikes

Nest box construction at Coneygear Community day
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Hinchingbrooke Country Park covers 150 acres of open grasslands, mature woodland and
lakes. Since 2018, the park has held the Green Flag Award and there is a mix of play areas,
hard-surfaced and natural paths, two large lakes totalling 36 acres along with smaller ponds,
lakes and a brook,  secluded woodlands and wildflower meadows all within a short walk. The
park rangers work with volunteers to enhance the natural biodiversity of the park and protect
native species. 

Although there are different types of
habitat, they all overlap - wet grassland and
wet woodland, for example. The grass
outside the Visitor’s Centre is kept short for
recreational use, although the rangers rarely
have to cut it since the rabbit population
acts as effective lawnmowers!

Although in decline across the UK, through
careful management of their floral
meadows, they have managed to increase
the Green Winged Orchid from 20 flower
spikes in 2022 to 301 flower spikes in 2023. 

Standing dead wood is maintained as much
as possible because of its value for wildlife.
Fallen or cut wood is often stacked into piles
to provide habitats for invertebrates and
small mammals. A dense shrub layer within
woodland is encouraged, providing cover for
wildlife. 

There is ongoing clearance and replanting to
increase age structure and species diversity.
The rides and footpaths through the woods
allow light to reach the floor which
encourages more species to grow, thus
improving diversity.

Special Feature - Hinchingbrooke
Country Park

Huntingdonshire Beekeepers’ Association,
based within the park, is dedicated to
promoting the welfare of honey bees and
beekeeping and the importance and
benefits of bees and other pollinators to
our environment. The apiary contains
over 16 colonies in a variety of different
beehives and there is a large viewing
gallery, with disabled friendly access. This
enables the public to safely see the bees
from behind a glass wall. They also offer
taster sessions for local community and
youth groups. 

Hand Carved Signs

The Apiary at Hinchingbrooke Country Park
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A Bug Hotel at Hinchingbrooke Country Park

https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/leisure/parks-nature-reserves-and-green-spaces/hinchingbrooke-country-park/events-and-activities/#playarea


We are fortunate to have several passionate volunteers within the town dedicated to
reducing litter. Rubbish Rebels is a small litter picking community group based in Stukeley
Meadows and the Town Centre. Huntingdon Green Town is a new community initiative,
looking to cover a wider area of the town and Huntingdon In Bloom has sponsored their hi-
vis vests to enable more to participate safely. 

Special Feature - Community Litter Picks
and recycling

Huntingdonshire District Council Christmas Tree
Recycling for East Anglia Children's Hospice

Huntingdon Green Town Community Litter Pick
 in May 2023

Rubbish Rebels afternoon litter pick 
in February 2023

Henry Hoovers recycled into planters for the
Kings Ripton Court Refurbishment

Groundworks Project

Huntingdonshire District Council 
Recycling Poster Competition
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Huntingdon In Bloom has engaged with many
local groups with the hope of expanding
relationships and links over the coming years.
The 2023 campaign has been lucky to have
so many ages, abilities and dedicated
volunteers to help make our town a vibrant,
safe and welcoming place to live and work. 

Members of the community ranging from
toddlers to those reaching the 100 milestone
have taken part, all bringing value to the
overall goal of the In Bloom initiative. 

From partnering with schools, care homes,
disability groups, churches, retail outlets,
public houses and residents, the In Bloom
team has encouraged participation from the
whole community to strengthen the aim of
making everyone aware about how
important our environment is. 

Completion of Biodiversity Audit at
Coneygear Park
Installation of an additional parklet at the
Bus Station
80th Anniversary of D-Day
Commemorations

Each year, the number of groups we work
with in the local community grows, which is a
testament to our town and how proud and
passionate people are of our local
environment.

There are already plans in place for the 2024
campaign, including:

We are also continuing to work with the
various different community groups on their
projects.  

Section C: Community Participation
C1: Year Round Activity & Future
Commitment

Snowdrop Planting in Coneygear Park with
Coneygear Seniors group - March 2023

Deputy Lieutenant Daryl Brown and Mayor of Huntingdon
David Landon Cole planting memorial trees for Queen

Elizabeth II and Prince Philip - February 2023

Rotary Club Huntingdon Cromwell painting the
benches at Castle Hills - August 2022

Primrose Lane Allotments - June 2023
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To commemorate the Coronation of King Charles III, fourteen six-foot tall soldiers stand to
attention along Huntingdon’s high street. These have each been carefully decorated by
community groups and schools as part of the town's Coronation celebrations. Sixteen
crowns were also created which were displayed in the hanging basket trees in St Benedicts
Court and at the Sebastopol Cannon site.

The soldiers reflect the groups’ identities, with an emphasis on using recycled materials.
Popular designs include ‘The Pearly Soldier’ by Coneygear Seniors, ‘The Recycled Easter Egg
Wrapper Crown’ by Huntingdon Nursery and ‘The RAF Alconbury Soldier’ by RAF Alconbury
Cadets.

The Coronation soldiers will remain on duty
throughout the summer and can then be
displayed in each group’s garden alongside a
descriptive plaque.

The Crowns have been relocated to make
space for our summer hanging baskets and
will be displayed at Bloomfield Park
Bandstand, and at the Commemoration Hall. 

"This was much more than just decorating 
a soldier. The whole process really brought us

together and opened up conversations.” -
Sally Marchant, Coneygear Seniors

Special Feature - Coronation Crown and
Soldiers Project

Soldiers on parade outside the Town hall prior to
installation

Coneygear Seniors next to their completed
 Pearly Soldier

Coronation Crowns hanging at the Sebastopol
cannon site
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Huntingdon In Bloom strives to raise
awareness of the many different projects
that take place within our town. By working
with various schools, community groups and
local businesses, we can share knowledge
and help to improve nature and biodiversity
across the area for years to come. 

A number of Huntingdon Schools have either
been awarded the Green Flag award or are
working towards achieving it. Many schools
also have Eco Committees, who work across
the school grounds, growing produce and
taking on small gardening projects. 

We have a regular section in Huntingdon
Magazine, produced quarterly by
Huntingdon Town Council. 

We are fortunate to have a very active eco
community on social media, who share their
news and activities on the Eco Huntingdon
Facebook group. This page was previously
managed by Huntingdon Town Council, but is
now managed by Huntingdon Eco Action
Team (HEAT), a local community group that
wants to raise awareness and help people
take action on local environmental issues. 

Huntingdon Town Council holds an annual
Eco Fair in the Market Square to offer eco
friendly products, advice and inspiration to
be more sustainable. This year's fair will
include a clothes swap, 3 local eco traders,
10 community organisations and an exhibit
of electric vehicles.    

We appeared twice on BBC Radio
Cambridgeshire, promoting our entry to the
Britain in Bloom competition and our Best
Front Garden Competition, and also feature
in local press regularly. 

Section C: Community Participation
C2: Communication, Education &
Awareness

 1st Stukeley Meadows Scouts with the Bug Hut at
the Sebastopol Cannon site

Cromwell Academy's reception tree of hope

Snowdrop Planting with 
Huntingdon Community Centre Group

Demonstration of the HTC Composter 
at the 2022 Eco fair
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Through the use of social media, and local press, we
have managed to increase the profile of Huntingdon
in Bloom significantly in the last year. 

We are fortunate to have several very active social
media groups who share news and information
about our activities. Our dedicated Facebook and
Instagram Pages were set up in July 2022, and
continue to grow. 

Our local newspaper, the Hunts Post, is very
supportive, and we have also received coverage
from CambsNews.co.uk, Cambridgeshire Live and
BBC Radio Cambridgeshire. 

          180 Facebook  Followers
          95 Instagram Followers
          15,900 Reach on Facebook
          8 Press Articles

Press Coverage and Social Media
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£3,000 RHS Community Network Development grant to provide a new community
allotment for the Coneygear Community Garden. 
£20,000 Vibrant Communities Fund from Huntingdonshire District Council to provide town
centre summer canopies, summer evening markets and summer events in Bloomfield Park
£25,000 from the Market Towns Programme managed by Huntingdonshire District
Council and funded by the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combeined Authority for
installation of two Town Centre parklets. 
Section 106 funding to include: £6,000 for sustainable planting improvements to
Sebastopol Cannon site, £11,000 for future improvements for noticeboards &
interpretation, £31,500 for additional Huntingdon Town Council eco composting
equipment. 

The amount of support shown for Huntingdon In Bloom has been overwhelming – not just
from a funding aspect, but from the amount of time and dedication offered from voluntary
members of the community.

 Particular funding highlights include:

Cranbrook Plants and River Lane Nursery
Huntingdon Town Council – Grant Award
Shakespeare at the George – Floral Display Sponsorship
Rotary Club Huntingdon Cromwell - Floral Display Sponsorship
Huntingdon Grafham Water Lions – Floral Display Sponsorship
The Workman Group – Floral Display Sponsorship
Huntingdon First (BID Huntingdon) – Floral Display Sponsorship
Huntingdonshire District Council – Funding for events, street furniture and signage, and
planting improvements at Sebastopol Cannon site
The RHS – Community Garden Maintenance Sponsorship and Grant funding for
community allotment
The Chase Care Home - Planters and benches 
Town Centre Businesses - Hanging Baskets and Planters Sponsorship

Huntingdon In Bloom would like to thank the following sponsors:

Section C: Community Participation
C3: Support & Funding

Summer Canopies in St Germain Walk Town Centre Parklet
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Our Committee members (see page 5) for their invaluable help, support and involvement in
the many different community groups taking place within the town. 
Andrew, Chris, Donna, Tom, Jamie S, Jamie Y, Rob and Musa from Huntingdon Town Council’s
Estates Team for making the town look stunning all year round
Huntingdonshire District Council for their partnership with tree planting schemes at Views
Common and Oxmoor Lane
Groundworks East and their team of volunteers for their projects at Hinchingbrooke
Country Park, Kings Ripton Court and Spring Common
Community Payback Scheme for their work restoring All Saints Church fencing
Simon and the rest of the Shakespeare at the George team
Members of the Huntingdon Grafham Water Lions Club
Joy, Dave, Liz and the brilliant team of volunteers from the Hinchingbrooke Hospital Gardens 
David Jones and the wonderful pupils from Thongsley School
Cromwell Academy for their Roots, Boots and Bugs Club
Stukeley Meadows Brownies and Girlguiding Hinchingbrooke Division 
1st Hunts (Hartford) and 1st Stukeley Meadows Scouts
The Judges of the Best Kept Front Garden and Allotment competitions
Matthew, Head Ranger at Hinchingbrooke Country Park and the team of fantastic rangers
and volunteers, including Huntingdonshire Beekeepers’ Association
James at Huntingdon Community Centre and the incredible gardening team who work so
hard to make the centre’s outside space a real sanctuary
Members of Rotary Club Huntingdon Cromwell for their work restoring the benches at
Castle Hills
Stuart Orme for his help with the interpretation boards across the town
Shilpa and Sally from the Coneygear Centre and the fantastic volunteers, without whom,
most of the weekly clubs wouldn’t be able to run
Mark and Scott, the allotment representatives at Primrose Lane Allotments

Huntingdon In Bloom would like to thank the following volunteers:

And everyone else who helped to be a part of Huntingdon In Bloom 2023 – you have all been
instrumental in the success of your projects

Section C: Community Participation
C3: Support & Funding

Huntingdon Town Council Estate Services Team Hinchingbrooke Hospital  Garden Volunteers at
Launch Event
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Award Location

Best Community Project Coneygear Community Garden

Best Conservation or Biodiversity Project Hinchingbrooke Country Park 

Best Floral Display by an Individual or
Community

Hinchingbrooke Hospital Education Garden

Best Grow Your Own Coneygear Community Garden

Best Commercial/Industrial Area Town Centre and Market Square

Best Local Authority Display Flying Scotsman Floral Display

Best Public Open Space Hinchingbrooke Country Park 

Best Young People’s Project (under 12) Scout Bug Hut at Sebastopol Cannon Site

Award Location

Cemeteries/Crematoria/Graveyards

All Saints’ Church Garden
Huntingdon Crematoria
Priory Road Cemetery

St Mary’s Church Garden

Public Park
Bloomfield Park
Coneygear Park

Hinchingbrooke Country Park

Public Houses

The Barley Mow
The George Hotel

King of the Belgians
The Old Bridge Hotel

Nature Reserve Hinchingbrooke Country Park 

Special Feature for the Coronation
 

Coronation Crowns and Soldiers

Special Awards

Virtual Awards
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Raised Planter at Huntingdon Crematorium - June 2023
1st Stukeley Meadows Bug Scout Hut at Sebastopol Cannon  - June 2023
Cromwell Museum Volunteers preparing Coronation Soldier - April 2023
 Ring Road Planters - Spring 2023
Coronation Soldiers and Crown on Parade - April 2023
 Hanging baskets in Hinchingbrooke Hospital Woodland Garden - June 2023
Snowdrops at Castle Hills - February 2023
 Volunteer cutting Mint at Coneygear Community Garden - April 2023

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

2023


