
RECESS 

HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

RECESS COMMITTEE 
 

 
A Meeting of the Recess Committee (Council in Committee) was held virtually over Zoom 
video conference on Thursday 19th August 2021. 
 
Present:      Town Mayor Councillor Karl Webb (Presiding) 
 

Councillors; A Beevor; A Blackwell; P Brown; J Cole; C Doyle; S 
Gifford; M Kadewere; P Kadewere; P Kennington; A McAdam; S 
McAdam; P Pearce; and S Sweek.  

 
Absent: Councillor; M Baker 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors V Hufford; B Luckham and 
T Sanderson. 

 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were none. 
 
3. PUBLIC/TOWN COUNCILLOR ADDRESS TO COMMITTEE 
 
 There were none. 
 
4. COVID-19  
  

Members were asked to discuss the return of face-to-face meetings.  The Town 
Clerk explained that many other councils across the country had opted to push 
back the return to face-to-face meetings until October 2021. Many councils were 
also introducing face-to-face meetings for standing committees, and sub-
committee and working party meetings would be held virtually.  
 
The Town Clerk also noted the rising COVID-19 cases in Huntingdon, and also 
pointed out that multiple members of staff had recently been ‘pinged’ and had to 
self-isolate.  
 
The option of hybrid meetings was also discussed. It was noted that in this case, 
Members attending virtually could join the discussion, but only Members attending 
in person would be able to vote.  



Some Members felt it was time to return to in person meetings and felt the 
discussion and decision making in meetings was not as effective when done 
virtually. It was noted that all members had received both vaccinations, and that 
measures to protect attendees, such as sanitising, ventilation and masks should 
be kept in place.  
 
A Member noted that the rising COVID cases in Huntingdon should be considered 
and suggested the option of standing committees in person and sub-committees 
online.   
 
It was then proposed and seconded to hold standing committee meetings in 
person, and sub-committee meetings virtually.  
 
5 Members voted for. 
8 Members voted against.  
 
It was then proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to hold all council meetings in person from September 2021, subject 
to government COVID-19 legislation.  
 
8 Members voted for.  
4 Members voted against.  
 

5. COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
 

Members were asked to agree the membership of the following sub-committees 
for 2021/22: 
 
 i. Planning Applications Panel 
 ii. Strategies Sub-Committee 
 iii. Crematorium & Cemeteries Sub-Committee 
 iv. Environment Sub-Committee 
 v. Devolution Sub-Committee.  
 
The membership of these committees are listed in the attached committee 
membership spreadsheet.  
 

6. SAPLEY LODGE FEES 
 

Members had before them a report from the Crematorium Manager on the hire 
fees for Sapley Lodge. The Crematorium Manager explained the different package 
options available for the venue, including memorial/burial services, and wakes.  
 
A Member asked for an update on progress at the crematorium and questioned 
when it was likely to open. It was explained that the project had been held up by 



installation of the utilities, including power, water and phone lines. The 
Crematorium Manager informed Members that staff training was scheduled to take 
place in the first week of October 2021, and the Crematorium was scheduled to 
open to the public the following week.  
 
It was then proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to approve the proposed fees set for the hire of the Sapley Lodge and 
adjoining rooms, The Oak and Elm room, and  
 
RESOLVED to approve the proposed wake fees per person depending on the 
package chosen by the public.  

 
MAYOR 


