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Welcome to Huntingdon in Bloom 2016
Introduction
Huntingdon was thrilled to be a part of Anglia In Bloom in 2015 and delighted to achieve a Silver Award
for the town after three years out of the campaign. 2015’s entry was spent mainly on meeting with local
groups, schools, businesses and charities to re-introduce the concept of ‘In Bloom’ and to re-build
partnerships in the local community. A huge amount was achieved in the short time of putting together
the 2015 entry and more importantly, lasting relationships across the town have been formed – all with
the shared goal of improving and enhancing Huntingdon’s local community.
Work on the 2016 campaign had begun before the 2015 one had even finished. Grant applications were
being submitted and events were being planned for across the year. As always, the success of
Huntingdon’s entry has heavily relied on the generosity and time of volunteers and sponsors. It has been
amazing to see how much the local community thrives when working together and to see new
partnerships and support networks formed as a result of Huntingdon In Bloom. We have been extremely
lucky that our 2015 volunteers have all been passionate about continuing work in the town, along with
new volunteers that have come forward over the last few months too. Our groups and volunteers have
been of all ages and abilities, but the only skills required to be a part of the team are enthusiasm and
passion for the town.

As always, Huntingdon Town Council’s Estates Services Team works tirelessly to ensure that the town’s
flowerbeds are filled with beautiful floral displays throughout the year. To bring a wow factor into our
displays, two especially themed beds have been created using recycled material and a lot of creative flare!
As well as flower displays, the In Bloom entry consists of a range of projects around the town, involving a
wide range of different groups from the local community. Many projects we have worked on are all
contained within this portfolio, however a number of In Bloom activities across the year have included:














The Best Kept Front Garden Competition
The Best Kept Allotment Competition
The Best Kept Pub Garden/Floral Display Competition
Huntingdon Rainbows making bird fat balls, bird houses, hedgehog dens and recycled plant pot
men
Community Litter Picks across the town including the Clean for the Queen BIG litter pick
GroundWorks and the Green Aiders garden project
The Sainsbury’s Save More Waste Less £1m campaign application
Remembrance Sunday clay poppy making at Stukeley Meadows School
The Newtown Centre Courtyard Garden restoration project
Thongsley School raised planters for produce growing
Ringshill Carehome allotment for fresh and free range produce
Hinchingbrooke School 50 tree sapling planting day
Launch of the Huntingdon In Bloom Business Network
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Judging Route 2016

Route: Wednesday 20th July 2016
Start 9.00am: The Medway Centre
Finish 12.00pm: Hinchingbrooke Country Park
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Huntingdon In Bloom Route 2016
Wednesday 20th July at 9.00am
Marking Criteria
1. Medway Centre: Welcome and presentation
Arrive: 9.00am
Leave: 9.15am

C4 – Year Round
Involvement

DRIVE
2. Thongsley Fields Primary and Nursery School: raised flower/vegetable beds,
storytelling area, veggie patches and gardening club
Arrive: 9.20am
Leave: 9.35am

A3 – Residential and
Community Gardening
C2 Communication
and Education

WALK
3. Coneygear Park: Visit to raised rose garden for HM The Queen’s 90th Birthday, visit
to Community Orchard
Arrive: 9.40am
Leave: 9.50am

A5 – Green Spaces
B4 – Local
Environmental Quality
C3 – Community
Participation

DRIVE
4. Hunters Down Care Home: Meet with Pearl and residents about the communal
garden area and sun shades for residents
Arrive: 10.00am
Leave: 10.10am

A3 – Residential and
Community Gardening

DRIVE
5. Primrose Lane Allotments and Cemetery visit: Look at installation of Eco Toilets at
allotment site and chat to allotment plot holders. Visit Cemetery, look at bird
boxes, hedgehog dens and commemorative WWII bench
Arrive: 10.15am
Leave: 10.25am
DRIVE
6. Newtown Centre: Visit the NHS Newtown Centre to meet with The Huntingdon
Grafham Water Lions to talk about the patient courtyard refurbishment
Arrive: 10.30am
Leave: 10.40am
DRIVE
7. Town Sign site: Meet with Peter to talk about HTC planting and to see the 3D
Lancaster Bomber floral display to mark the Centenary of RAF Wyton
Arrive: 10.45am
Leave: 10.55am

B2 – Resource
Management
B5 – Pride of Place

A4 – Business Areas
and Premises

A1 – Impact
A2 – Horticultural
Practice

WALK
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8. Market Square: Look at Town Hall and Market Square floral displays and visit The
Falcon’s pub garden
Arrive: 11.00am
Leave: 11.10am

A2 – Horticultural
Practice
B3 – Local Heritage

DRIVE
9. Sebastopol Cannon Site: Meet Peter to talk about the 3D Crown Floral Display to
mark HM The Queen’s 90th Birthday and look at Best Kept Front Garden
Arrive: 11.15am
Leave: 11.25pm

A1 – Impact
A2 – Horticultural
Practice

DRIVE
10. Hinchingbrooke School: Meet with the Eco Committee Teacher to talk about the 50
tree sapling planting, Eco Committee projects and the rejuvenated floral display at
front of the school
Arrive: 11.30am
Leave: 11.45am

C1 – Development
and Continuity
C2 –Communication
and Education

DRIVE
11. Hinchingbrooke Park: Meet with the Head Ranger to talk about activities at the Park
Arrive: 11.50am
Leave: after refreshments

B1 – Conservation
and Biodiversity
C4 – Funding and
Support

DRIVE JUDGES BACK TO PREFERRED LOCATION
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Huntingdon In Bloom Committee
The Huntingdon in Bloom committee meets at the Town Hall roughly every six weeks. These meetings
focus on projects, planting plans and engaging with the local community. An agenda and minutes are
produced and circulated prior to each meeting. The committee consists of 11 members with over 30
associate members.
List of Committee Members









David Jameson - Chairman
Natasha Pierson - Secretary
Alyce Barber– Tesco Extra Huntingdon
Community Champion
Town Councillors Mulcahy and Gifford
Peter Haynes – Huntingdon Town
Council (HTC)
Emma Stannard – Huntingdonshire
District Council (HDC)
David King – Community Member
Catherine Cochrane – Community
Member

List of Associate Members















Philip Peacock – Town Clerk
Hayley Burns – HTC
Shilpa Desai Sakaldip – HTC
Sue Bradshaw and Jeannette Rowden
– BID Huntingdon
Helen Lack - HDC
Judith Arnold – Countryside Manager
HDC
Jim – Senior Ranger at
Hinchingbrooke Country Park
Alison Gray – Hinchingbrooke Country
Park
Pearl Ewing – Hunters Down
Carehome
Katie Wilkinson – Ringshill Carehome
John Sadler – Huntingdon Rotary Club
Robyn Hall - Luminus
Rosie Eacott – Hinchingbrooke School
Katie Toone – Hinchingbrooke School
























Emily Bedford – Stukeley Meadows
School
Zoe McCaffrey – Huntingdon
Rainbows
Helen Turley – Cornerstone
Pregnancy Advice
Marcia Paul – NHS Newtown Centre
Celia Barden – Working Towards a
Vibrant Huntingdon
Gerard Hughes – Groundwork
Cambridge and Peterborough
Adrian Woodbridge – Medway
Christian Fellowship
Esme Richardson – Snack Shack
Paul Robins – Huntingdon Scout
Group
Andrew Starkey – Huntingdon Scout
Group
Hazel Gough – Huntingdon Girl Guides
Bernard Dable – Huntingdon Grafham
Water Lions Club
Ann Colbert – Hinchingbrooke
Hospital Gardens
Rebecca Britton – Urban and
Civic/Alconbury Weald
Sally Dalley – Huntingdon and
Peterborough WI
Jackie Woodward – Cromwell
Meadows WI
Lisa Moule – Thongsley Fields School
Jo Payne – Thongsley Fields School
Roger Wood – Huntingdon Bee
Keeping Association
Dennis Smith – Best Kept Judge
Ted Cooper – Best Kept Judge
Mark Brickell – Allotment Plot Holder
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Example of Huntingdon in Bloom Committee Meeting Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Welcome and apologies
Huntingdon In Bloom Launch Event 2016
Huntingdon In Bloom Judging Day and Route 2016
Planting update
Meetings and projects update
Financial and sponsorship
Competitions – Best Kept Front Garden and Pub

8. Date of next meeting
Huntingdon In Bloom Calendar
August 2015 - WWI and WWII bench installations at the Sebastopol Cannon Site and Priory Road
Cemetery, Huntingdon In Bloom Committee meeting

September 2015 – Launch of Huntingdon In Bloom logo competition via press release and Parent Mail,
Anglia In Bloom Awards Ceremony on 17th September, 24th/25th September – winner announced for logo
competition, Huntingdon In Bloom Committee meeting

October 2015 - Letters sent to local businesses to join Huntingdon In Bloom Business Network,
Huntingdon Grafham Water Lions Club litter pick in Bloomfield Park, Newtown Centre courtyard garden
visit, meeting with Hinchingbrooke School and Luminus Housing Association to submit Sainsburys Save
More Waste Less campaign, Hunters Down Care Home bulb planting

November 2015 – Stukeley Meadows Primary School remembrance poppies, launch of
Huntingdon’s Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire, meeting with new WI branch, Cromwell
Meadows, Hartford School assembly prize giving for Huntingdon In Bloom logo winner, meeting
with Huntingdon Rainbows Leader, Huntingdon In Bloom Committee meeting
December 2015 - Pensioner’s Party garden assistance (Green Aiders), article in Huntingdon magazine –
opportunity for Christmas Tree chipping service in January, meeting with Aspen Developments about
pocket park, Best Dressed Christmas Window competition

January 2016 – Ringshill Care Home meeting, Love Where You Live meeting at Dart Products
Europe, Hinchingbrooke School meeting with Eco Committee, Rainbows bird fat ball making
activity and delivery to Care Homes, meeting with Cornerstone Pregnancy Centre – hanging
baskets
February 2016 – Rainbows snow drop planting at Bloomfield Park and Waterless Toilets installed,
Hunters Down Care Home garden day, Rainbows hedgehog den building and painting, Coneygear Park litter
pick

March 2016 - Easter bonnet competition, Huntingdon magazine – announced Best Kept Competitions,
Clean for the Queen weekend, Green Aiders project launch, Rainbows decorating bird boxes, Huntingdon In
Bloom Committee meeting, Hinchingbrooke Park tree planting day, Szentendre tree planting in Bloomfield
Park
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April 2016 - Coneygear Park Community Orchard 1st Birthday Party, Anglia In Bloom official launch,
Rainbows badge award presentation, Huntingdon In Bloom official launch event, Thongsley Fields School
planting day, garden clearance at the NHS Newtown Centre,

May 2016 – Huntingdon In Bloom Committee meeting, Ringshill community allotment day, Girl
Guides litter pick at Castle Hills, Hunters Down planting day, floral displays installed
June 2016 - Pensioner’s Summer Tea Party and Best Kept Competitions (front garden and pub), bugs and
butterflies day at Coneygear Park, hanging baskets and tower planters arranged in town centre,
Huntingdon In Bloom Committee meeting

Huntingdon In Bloom Launch Event – 21st April 2016
This year’s Huntingdon In Bloom launch event was the planting of a raised rose garden in
Coneygear Park, Huntingdon. The raised garden was planted up with 15 Queen Elizabeth roses, to
celebrate Her Majesty’s 90th Birthday that same day. The roses were sponsored by a number of
local groups and organisations and the garden was officially opened by former Mayor of
Huntingdon, Councillor Bill Hensley.
The event was attended by many of the sponsors, who selected their rose bush and helped to
plant it in the bed. A plaque was also installed featuring the names of the sponsors to mark the
launch of Huntingdon In Bloom 2015. Pupils from Thongsley School also attended the planting and
the Snack Shack kindly offered teas and coffees to all those present.

The rose bushes were donated by:
 Huntingdon Town Council
 The Huntingdon Grafham Water Lions Club
 Hunters Down Carehome
 The Snack Shack
 Huntingdon Tesco Extra
 Huntingdon District Girlguiding
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SECTION A: Horticultural Achievement
A1: IMPACT The main theme of the summer bedding plants around Huntingdon this year is Her
Majesty The Queen and the Centenary of RAF Wyton, which is represented in the designs and
floral displays in and around the town. The flowers used include geraniums, begonias, fuchsias,
cosmos, amaranthus and marigolds. The flowers in the tower planters, window boxes and barrier
baskets represent a different theme and are a ‘patriotic mix’, a mixture of reds, whites and blues,
chosen to mark HM The Queen’s 90th Birthday.
In order for the planting to have maximum visual effect, there is a variety of different shrub beds
and herbaceous plants. Bay and olive trees have also been planted to enhance and improve
planting efforts at St Mary’s Church, creating focal points and encouraging wildlife to flourish.
There has also been more sustainable and long term planting, to compliment the seasonal bedding
plants. Herbaceous borders can also be admired on Brampton Road and at the Riverside Park.
There are a number of conservation areas in Huntingdon, one of which being Hinchingbrooke
Country Park. Many areas of the Park are planted for foliage effect with a fantastic team of
Rangers and volunteers on hand to ensure all areas are maintained to the highest possible
standard.
Huntingdon is fortunate to have many beautiful historical landmarks, some of which are used to
enhance floral and planting displays. This year, to tie in with the theme, two feature displays can
be admired at the Town Sign and Cannon Sites.
A vast majority of planting in the town is maintained by Huntingdon Town Council, with the
Grounds Team watering and dead heading all floral displays in accordance with the weather and
its demands. Hanging baskets and tubs are watered once a week and are maintained to the
highest possible standard.

10

A2: HORTICULTURAL PRACTICE The plants used in the
floral displays around the town have been grown from
seeds or plugs, and are cultivated and maintained by the
Estates Services Team at Huntingdon Town Council.
Sustainability has been taken into consideration through
the use of drought resistant plants in the summer bedding.
In order to ensure that all bedding plants and displays
have the best chance of flourishing, base fertiliser and
compost is laid down prior to planting and all hanging
baskets are given liquid food once a week. To try and avoid
the use of any chemicals, disease resistant plant varieties
are selected for planting and pest control is used if
necessary. To ensure a high quality plant selection, all
30,000 bedding plants are grown by Huntingdon Town
Council at the KGV Nursery.
To try and make planting as sustainable as possible, herbaceous borders are planted for year
round displays. Plants such as lavenders are planted in the cemetery gardens to encourage
biodiversity and enhance local wildlife. The water for all plants is extracted from the river to save
on resources and recycle natural materials available. Huntingdon’s bedding displays are planted
twice a year for summer and winter displays. It is hoped that in the long term, these display areas
will be expanded on to enhance visual impact and encourage more wildlife to the town.
A3: RESIDENTIAL AND COMMUNITY GARDENING Residential
gardens have got involved with the In Bloom activities
through the annual ‘Best Kept Front Garden’ and ‘Best Kept
Pub Floral Display’ competitions. The allotment sites in
Huntingdon continue to be popular with local residents with
the annual ‘Best Kept Allotment’ competition, and funding
was secured last year for the installation of four waterless
toilets, one per allotment site, which were installed earlier on
this year. The addition of the waterless toilets mean that
allotment gardeners can enjoy their allotments all day and in
months to come, can benefit from the compost produced.
There are a number of shared residential and communal
spaces that benefit from the local community working
together to improve the areas that they live in.
Examples of these spaces are the Hunters Down
Care Home communal gardens, Ringshill
Carehome residents allotment and Victoria
Square.
Huntingdon’s four allotment sites offer over 250
allotment plots, all of which are in constant
demand. The Primrose Lane allotment site
continues to run its ‘Chicken Club’ where a
number of plot holders work together to look
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after each other’s chickens. The group has also introduced a new
method of planting; straw bale gardening. All excess produce
and scraps are kept aside to feed the chickens.
Huntingdon is lucky to host a large number of public buildings,
many of which have maintained outdoor spaces to enhance the
surrounding landscape. The Huntingdon In Bloom team has
worked with a number of Schools to improve their outdoor
spaces and the Grounds Team from Huntingdon Town Council
works hard to visually enhance public buildings around the Town
such as the Churches, the Town Hall and the Medway
Community Centre.

Clean for the Queen

A4 BUSINESS AND PREMISES Local businesses and organisations have also been keen to be a part
of the In Bloom campaign. There has been planting all around town, including the train and bus
station, the local churchyards and other tourist attractions such as the Cromwell Museum, the
Thinking Soldier and the Sebastopol Cannon Site. A number of local businesses have also
sponsored some of the town centre hanging baskets and tower planters.
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Many local pubs expressed great enthusiasm into entering the ‘Best Kept Pub Garden/Floral
Display’ competition. The Falcon Inn has made huge efforts to bring the pub back to life,
converting the former Car Park into a Pub Garden and making sure the courtyard area looks bright
and welcoming at all times.
Retail outlets along the High Street have
entered into the In Bloom spirit, with
businesses such as Gathercole and Ward
using their small outdoor space to inject
colour and visual enhancement to the
street. Additionally, Oxfam Bookshop has
worked alongside the Huntingdon Rainbows
to create a ‘Huntingdon In Bloom’ summer
window display.
Local businesses have also been extremely generous with supporting the In Bloom campaign,
particularly with funding, sponsorship and volunteering time. The planters and displays at
Huntingdon Train Station have been sponsored by Urban & Civic for Alconbury Weald, along with
the addition of new hanging baskets in Bloomfield Park. Huntingdon Tesco Extra Community
Champions have been instrumental in the success of the campaign, offering numerous plants and
endless hours of volunteer time.

Bloomfield Park

A5 GREEN SPACES Parks and open spaces around the
town are maintained by Huntingdon Town Council and
Huntingdonshire District Council, with verges being
managed by Cambridgeshire County Council. All three
tiers of local government work extremely closely to
ensure that Huntingdon’s green spaces are highly
maintained, to improve and enhance the town that we
live and work in.

Huntingdon is lucky to have so many Parks and Open Spaces for
everyone to enjoy. The areas maintained by Huntingdon Town
Council are Bloomfield Park, Coneygear Park, Castle Hills, KGV
Field, Claytons Way, Hartford Playing Fields and Sallowbush
Green. On top of these outdoor open spaces, there are also some
great woodland areas at Hinchingbrooke Country Park and at
Jubilee Park.

Tree planting in Bloomfield Park
to mark the 20th year of town
twinning with Szentendre,
Hungary

It is important to the Town to constantly encourage new growth.
Bulb and tree planting has taken place over the last six months at
Bloomfield Park, Castle Hills and Hinchingbrooke School. As a
result of Huntingdon’s ongoing planting efforts, copses can be
found at both Coneygear Park and Hinchingbrooke Park. These
two locations boast fantastic orchard spaces, both having a
variety of fruit trees. It is hoped that these orchards will help to
enhance sustainability in the local community, developing into
sustainable areas to improve community involvement and
ownership.
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Shelterbelts are important in Huntingdon, helping to make the landscape more resilient and
sustainable. Shelterbelts can be found at Castle Hills and Coneygear Park. These shelterbelts help
to conserve fertile soil, protect water quality, enhance air movement and biological connectivity in
the landscape.
PLANTING EFFORTS

St Mary’s Church Planting

Huntingdon Town Council’s Depot
Planting

The grounds team grow 30,000 of their own
plants to be displayed around the town.
The plants grown for the summer bedding
displays include begonias, geraniums,
petunias and drought tolerant plants.

2016 Summer Hanging Baskets

Sustainable Planting
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St Johns Closed Churchyard Flower Bed

Town Centre Tower Planter

St Mary’s Church Planting and Bay and Olive Trees

Corn Drill Floral Display Late Summer 2015

Corn Drill Winter/Spring Planting

Sebastopol Cannon Site Winter Planting
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Town Hall Summer 2015 Planting

Residential Gardens – Best Kept Front Garden
The In Bloom Committee traditionally runs a series of ‘Best Kept’ Competitions. This year we had
eight entries to the Best Kept Front Garden Competition. Photographs of the entries can be seen
below.

1st Place – 33 Main Street

2nd Place – 31 Eagle Way

3rd Place – Sandwich Villas
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Huntingdon’s Best Kept Front
Garden Entries continued…
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Huntingdon’s themed floral displays

To mark Her Majesty The Queen’s 90th
Birthday, a 3D Floral Crown has been planted
at the Sebastopol Cannon Site. The display’s
structure has been made from recycled
materials – even an old football found in one
of the town’s ditches!
The displays have both attracted a huge
amount of praise across social media
platforms!

2016 marks the 60th Anniversary of RAF
Wyton’s Freedom of the Town and also their
centenary of flight aviation from the base. To
pay tribute to this, a recycled Lancaster
Bomber Plane has been created and planted
into a 3D floral display at the Walks East. The
frame of the display has been made from
recycled pallets and metal pipes.
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Waterless Toilets at Huntingdon’s Allotment Sites

Huntingdon In Bloom worked with Huntingdon Town Council
in submitting a grant application for the installation of a
waterless toilet at one of the town’s allotment sites. The end
result of the grant aid actually supported the provision of four
waterless toilets, one per allotment site in Huntingdon.
The addition of this facility at the sites means allotment
gardeners and their families can enjoy a whole day spent
tending to their plots and in months to come, they can benefit
from the compost produced.
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SECTION B: Environmental Responsibility

Introduction
Huntingdon is fortunate in having large areas of open space where biodiversity can flourish.
Conservation areas in Huntingdon are extremely important to the town and arrangements are in
place to ensure these spaces are well maintained and protected. A number of these areas are:









Hinchingbrooke Country Park
Spring Common
The Great Ouse Riverside Meadows – Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Bloomfield Park
Coneygear Park
Churches and Cemeteries
Stukeley Meadows
Castle Hills
(Photo of Huntingdon Graham Water Lions Litter Pick in Bloomfield Park – 18th October 2015)

B1 CONSERVATION AND BIODIVERSITY Huntingdon is lucky to have many outdoor spaces rich
with biodiversity. There are a number of preserved areas such as Riverside Meadows and
Hinchingbrooke Park, which have teams to ensure they are well maintained. Hinchingbrooke Park
is probably the space that is most well-known for its biodiversity, due to the number of activity
and educational days held there all year round. These days are arranged for local schools and also
for members of the public wanting to learn more about their local environment. Evening activities
at the Park include countryside walks and bat trails, and for those interested in our nectar rich
friends, the Huntingdonshire Beekeeping Association (HBKA) keeps 12 hives at the Park’s Apiary.
Huntingdon In Bloom has worked with HBKA during their educational days to inform local school
children about how important bees are for the local environment.
Huntingdon In Bloom has worked closely with the Huntingdon District
Rainbow groups, carrying out a number of environmentally friendly
activities. These include painting hedgehog dens and bird boxes made
out of recycled wooden pallets and creating fat balls in the winter,
which were given to local care homes, encouraging the birds to come
into the residents’ gardens. Hinchingbrooke School has also pioneered
sustainability and conservation by planting 50 donated tree saplings,
given to the school by the Earth Restoration Service Charity.
B2 RESOURCE MANAGEMENT Efforts are high in Huntingdon
to make the most of resources and to reduce waste. A
number of Huntingdon Schools have either been awarded
the Green Flag award, or are working towards achieving it.
Thongsley and Hinchingbrooke School both have Eco
Committees and gardening groups, who work across the
school grounds, growing produce and taking on small
gardening projects. Spring Common School has also worked
with the Friends of Coneygear Park to design an anti-litter
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poster for the area. A competition was launched and the winning design is now featured in the
park’s notice board.
The four allotment sites in Huntingdon all have communal compost heaps to encourage the
recycling of resources and it is hoped that water butts will be installed at the sites in the coming
year. The addition of the waterless toilets at the allotment sites provide a free facility for all
plotholders and will provide additional compost material in months to come. During certain times
of the year, Huntingdon Town Council provides tree chippings to the allotment sites for
improvements to pathways and local schools have benefitted from donations of logs following
scheduled tree felling in the town.
Statistics from Huntingdonshire District Council
continue to show that garden recycling has been
on the increase year on year in Huntingdon.
Schools are also becoming increasingly proactive
with recycling efforts in an attempt to be as
sustainable as possible.
With over 30,000 plants around the Town Centre,
there’s a lot of watering to be done. To save on resources, water is taken from the River Ouse to
keep the Town’s floral displays to the highest possible standard. Huntingdon Town Council has
also made use of recyclable materials in its floral displays this year, which will be featured on the
judges’ tour.
Waste management is also important in our town. Huntingdon In Bloom partnered with Luminus
and Hinchingbrooke School to submit a bid to Sainsbury’s Save More Waste Less campaign. The
bid was unsuccessful but a number of waste saving ideas were created as a result of the
brainstorming sessions for the entry.
B3 LOCAL HERITAGE Huntingdon is fortunate to have a number of Listed Buildings, memorials and
plaques which are centrally located to enable the residents to enjoy and feel the character of this
historic town which was granted a Royal Charter in 1205. The Huntingdon Town trail gives visitors
a walking tour of 41 significant sites around the town whilst specific trails are available relating to
Oliver Cromwell and the part Huntingdon played in the Great War.
The renowned Architect Robert Hutchinson has a significant influence on the Town and designed
the Priory Road Grade II Cemetery chapels, mortuary, adjacent lodge and provided the layout of
the cemetery. He was also involved in the rebuilding of the Cromwell Museum in 1877 and
construction of the Archdeaconry Library and Hall behind the Corn Drill. Robert Hutchinson died in
1894 and is buried in the Priory Road cemetery he had created.
Oliver Cromwell was born in the town and like Samuel Pepys, attended school at the now
Cromwell Museum. The future of the Cromwell Museum was in jeopardy last year, but is now
owned by Huntingdon Town Council, the museum runs under the management of a Trust, with the
building run by volunteers.
The Town Seal and Cromwell plaque are incorporated within the wall of the former Anglian Water
Head Office. This building is being converted into residential accommodation with the historic seal
and plaque preserved, retained and featured within the proposed landscaping.
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The Grade I listed Medieval All Saints Church
within the Market Square is undergoing major
internal renovations and restorations and
Grade I listed St Marys church re-opened at
the end of June 2015, following restoration. It
is believed the font, from St Johns Church
within All Saints church was used to baptise
Oliver Cromwell. Members of the Cromwell
family are buried in All Saints church.
Huntingdon Town Council’s Estates Services Team maintains the churchyard gardens and grounds
at St Marys, All Saints, the closed churchyards at St Johns in addition to the cemeteries around the
town. Planting schemes within these areas are renewed throughout the year.
The Market Square surrounded by Georgian and listed buildings has recently been enhanced by
the re-opening of the 16th Century Falcon Inn which reputedly the headquarters of Oliver
Cromwell during the Civil War. The Grade II* Town Hall dominates south side of the Market
Square with the “Thinking Soldier” War Memorial sculpted by Kathleen Scott, the widow of Scott
of the Antarctic. It was paid for by the Women’s Institute and was unveiled in 1923 by the Earl of
Sandwich. The Women’s Institute are sponsoring the planting at the “Thinking Soldier” to
commemorate 100 years of the organisation.
B4 LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY Huntingdon prides itself on looking after its environment as
a community. There are a number of stakeholders key to ensuring that the Town is safe, clean and
welcoming. These include:
BID Huntingdon Town Rangers – responsible for removing fly posting, ad-hoc Town Centre litter
picks and reporting of any graffiti or vandalism
Huntingdonshire District Council – Bin collections, road and
path sweeping, anti-chewing gum posters, grass cutting, car
park maintenance
Huntingdon Town Council – litter picks, floral displays and
baskets, graffiti removal, vandalism repairs, dog foul bins
Huntingdon In Bloom has worked with a number of
community groups to improve and enhance the local
environmental quality with projects such as:
 Community Litter Picks as part of Clean for the
Queen, Guides, Huntingdon Grafham Water Lions
 Anti-Litter Poster Campaign for Coneygear Park with
Spring Common School
 Eco bag for life logo competition with Huntingdon
Tesco Extra
 Ground Works Green Aiders and Green Team
projects
 Hinchingbrooke School tree planting
Huntingdon is also constantly striving to reduce the number of vacant premises in the town. In
2013, the percentage of vacant units was 14%. In January 2015, this number had reduced to just
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8% with the UK average being 10.4%. BID Huntingdon works continually with Huntingdon’s
landlords to try and further reduce this figure.
B5 PRIDE OF PLACE We are lucky to have a town full of such wonderful parks and open spaces, but
without clean and safe furniture, clear and welcoming signage and effective upkeep of these
areas, Huntingdon wouldn’t be what it is today. Huntingdon Town Council works tirelessly to
ensure that street furniture is regularly cleaned and refurbished when necessary as well as making
improvements to the landscape where possible. Natural hedges have been planted at the
allotment sites and box hedging has been planted at the cemetery as opposed to installing a brick
wall.
As part of the ongoing efforts to improve and enhance
areas in the town, a WWII commemorative seat was
installed at the Sebastopol Cannon Site to
complement the existing WWI bench, installed to
commemorate the outbreak of the First World War.
An additional commemorative bench has been
installed at Priory Road Cemetery to sit alongside the
town’s war graves.
There are plans to replace the town signs to the main entrances of Huntingdon, updating them
with the latest Twin Town, Gubbio in Italy. Signage is very prominent in Huntingdon with
noticeboards installed around the
town, at the four allotment sites in
Huntingdon and at many of the Parks
and Play areas. To mark different
events, anniversaries and visits
throughout the year, flags are flown
around the Market Square in
Huntingdon to raise awareness across
the community of events taking place.
One of the more recent events in the
town was the marking of RAF Wyton’s
Freedom of the Town and 100 years of Flight Aviation from the station.
The Thinking Solider War Memorial in the Centre of the Market Square stands prominently, often
with personal tributes laid and wreaths from memorial ceremonies. Throughout the year
Huntingdon marks Commonwealth Day, the Battle of Jutland, Armed Forces Day, the Battle of the
Somme, Remembrance Sunday and Remembrance Day. Pupils from Stukeley Meadows Primary
School made pottery remembrance poppies in November 2015, planting them in and around their
school grounds.
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RAINBOWS HUNTINGDON IN BLOOM
BADGE AWARD!

The Huntingdon District Rainbows worked on five different projects in order to be awarded with a
special Huntingdon In Bloom Badge. Projects involved making fat balls for birds in local Care Home
gardens, snowdrop planting in Bloomfield Park, painting recycled hedgehog dens and bird boxes and
creating recycled flower pot men scarecrows. The badge presentation took place at
Huntingdon Tesco Extra Community Space.
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Ringshill Care Home took on an allotment and
partnered with the Co-operative Group to
transform the plot into an accessible communal
gardening area for residents to enjoy. The Care
Home also rescued four battery hens and in
keeping with the Queen’s 90th Birthday named
them as members of the Royal Family!

Hunters Down Care Home has a number of family
and friends planting days each year, with
Huntingdon In Bloom being invited to join in for a
second year running. A bulb planting activity took
place in October 2015 and a summer planting day
took place in May this year. In addition to planting
efforts, the Care Home also secured funding for the
addition for a sunshade in each of the two
communal garden areas.
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SECTION C: Community Participation
C1 DEVELOPMENT AND CONTINUITY Huntingdon In Bloom has partnered with many local groups
of volunteers, schools and organisations to help bring the community together in working to make
their town a nicer place to be. All projects have been planned and implemented to ensure
sustainability and improvement to the areas worked on. Some of the ongoing projects undertaken
as part of the In Bloom initiative have been:






The continued work with the volunteers at the Hinchingbrooke Hospital Courtyard
Gardens
The planting of the raised rose bed in Coneygear Park for Her Majesty The Queen’s 90th
Birthday and the 1st Birthday of the Community Orchard
A planting day at Thongsley Fields Primary School
The installation of sunshades and additional planting at Hunters Down Care Home
The clearance and replanting of the NHS Newtown Centre’s courtyard garden

The results of these projects will be hugely beneficial to many people in the community. The
improvements to the Hospital Gardens and NHS Newtown Centre will provide a calm and
reflective space for patients and relatives. The projects with all of the youth groups will provide an
ongoing platform of learning about the environment and the importance of sustainability.
Coneygear Park has continued to benefit from
ongoing improvements, the last project being the
installation of the raised rose garden. This along with
the Community Orchard provides an enjoyable area
for members of the community to visit. As a sponsor
of both the orchard and the rose garden, Hunters
Down Care Home took some of its residents along to
the Park for a picnic to celebrate their tree’s first
Birthday! The neighbouring Snack Shack also
continues to run its fun days in the park during the
school holidays to encourage young people to spend
time outdoors in a learning environment.
Many of the local schools have Eco Committees and
Gardening Clubs, with the produce being used in the
schools themselves and also for children to take home
and enjoy. To help educate children as to where their
food comes from Huntingdon Tesco Extra continues to
offer ‘Farm to Fork’ tours, showing the younger
community where their food comes from.
C2 COMMUNICATION AND EDUCATION Huntingdon In Bloom has worked with many groups to
engage with different community sectors and to increase awareness about key issues in the town.
Environmental issues such as littering and keeping the town clean have been raised with local
schools and Scout groups through the creation of posters and group litter picks. Biodiversity and
life cycles have been topics covered through educational days at Hinchingbrooke Park as well as
through Huntingdon Tesco Extra offering educational trips to the supermarket to make children
aware as to where their food comes from. A fantastic amount of press coverage has been
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achieved to tell the local community about the
activities of Huntingdon In Bloom, which can all be
found on pages 28 and 29. Coverage has been achieved
in Huntingdon’s local paper, the Hunts Post, in BID
Huntingdon’s LIVE magazine, in Huntingdon Town
Council’s ‘Huntingdon’ magazine, on Twitter, Facebook
and in noticeboards.
C3 COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT Huntingdon In Bloom
has engaged
with many local groups with the hope of expanding
relationships and links over the coming years. As with
last year, the 2016 campaign has been lucky to have so
many ages, abilities and dedicated volunteers to help
make our town a vibrant, safe and welcoming place to
live and work. Members of the community ranging
from toddlers to those reaching the 100 milestone have
taken part, all bringing value to the overall goal of the
In Bloom initiative. From partnering with Schools, Care
Homes, Disability Groups, Churches, Retail Outlets, Public Houses and Residents, the In Bloom
team has encouraged participation from the whole community to strengthen the aim of making
everyone aware about how important our environment is.
C4 YEAR ROUND INVOLVEMENT We hope that this portfolio and our tour of Huntingdon will be
able to demonstrate the huge amount of work that members of our community have put in over
the last few months. Our press cuttings demonstrate that many of the projects have been
showcased to the wider community, sending out a message that Huntingdon cares about its
surroundings and natural environment. There are already plans in place for the 2017 campaign,
including:







The installation of communal water butts and
compost bins at the allotment sites in
Huntingdon
The installation of raised flower beds in
Bloomfield Park
The introduction of a Christmas Tree Festival in
conjunction with local churches
The expansion of the Huntingdon In Bloom
Business Network
New themed floral displays
The continued work at the Hinchingbrooke
Hospital Courtyard Gardens

C5 FUNDING AND SUPPORT The amount of support shown for the return of Huntingdon In Bloom
has been overwhelming – not just from a funding aspect, but from the amount of time and
dedication offered from voluntary members of the community. Huntingdon Town and District
Councils have worked tirelessly to ensure that the town’s floral displays bring bursts of colour and
scent; encouraging wildlife and biodiversity as much as possible. Additionally, a number of local
businesses have been extremely generous with the sponsorship of flower tubs and baskets.
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Press Coverage
Through the use of social media and local press, Huntingdon In Bloom continues to engage with all
community groups and stakeholders to encourage as much support and participation as possible.
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Funding and Sponsors
Huntingdon in Bloom would like to thank the following sponsors:










Huntingdon Tesco Extra Community Champions
Urban and Civic – Train Station and Bloomfield Park hanging baskets
Women’s Institute (WI) – thinking solider summer flower tubs
Cranbrook Plants – troughs and tubs at Hinchingbrooke School
Huntingdon Town Council – grant award
Copley’s Solicitors
Wensleydale Dental Practise
Huntingdon Freemen’s Trust
Coneygear Park rose garden sponsors - Huntingdon Town Council, The Huntingdon
Grafham Water Lions Club, Hunters Down Carehome, The Snack Shack, Huntingdon Tesco
Extra and Huntingdon District Girlguiding

The level of sponsorship has increased hugely over the past year. The table below demonstrates the level of
sponsorship obtained in 2015 and the current level of sponsorship for the 2016 campaign:
2015 Sponsorship
Urban and Civic – Alconbury Weald
Huntingdon Tesco Extra/Dobies Garden
Centre
Community Orchard Sponsorship
Huntingdon Town Council Grant

£400
£200
£420
£1,000

Huntingdon and Peterborough WI

£50

TOTAL

£2,070

2016 Sponsorship
Big Lottery Grant – Awards for All
Urban and Civic – Alconbury Weald
Rose Garden Sponsorship
Huntingdon Town Council Grant
Hanging Baskets/Tower Planter
Sponsorship
Newtown Centre
TOTAL

£8,990
£400
£105
£2,000
£375
£100
£11,970

Huntingdon in Bloom would like to thank the following volunteers:

















Alyce Barber from Huntingdon Tesco Extra Community Space
Susan Mulcahy from Huntingdon Town Council
Sarah Gifford from Huntingdon Town Council
David King for his wonderful photographs, many of which are in this portfolio
Members of the Huntingdon Grafham Water Lions Club
Pearl, Claire and residents from Hunters Down Care Home
Katie and residents from Ringshill Care Home
Marcia Paul from the NHS Newtown Centre
Ann Colbert from the Hinchingbrooke Hospital Gardens Volunteer Group
Peter Jackson from the Hinchingbrooke Hospital Gardens Volunteer Group
Everyone else from the Hinchingbrooke Hospital Gardens Volunteer Group!
Jackie Woodward from the WI and all of the other ladies who volunteered at the
Pensioner’s Summer Street Party
Katie Toone and Rosie Eacott from Hinchingbrooke School
Jo Payne and Lisa Moule from Thongsley School
Stukeley Meadows Primary School
Spring Common School
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Frank Flynn from Dart Products Europe Ltd
Zoe McCaffrey from Huntingdon District Rainbows
The Luminus Neighbourhood Wardens
Esme Richardson at the Snack Shack
Roger Wood from the Huntingdonshire Beekeepers’ Association
Alison Gray from Hinchingbrooke Country Park and all of the wonderful Rangers and
volunteers
And everyone else who helped to be a part of Huntingdon In Bloom 2016 – you have all
been instrumental in the success of your projects!

Huntingdon In Bloom continues to plan in advance, with a number of projects in the planning
stages for 2017. Some of these include:










Further themed floral displays
Hinchingbrooke School Garden Rejuvenation
Bloomfield Park Memorial Bench and Garden
Development of Business Network Sponsors
Additional planting displays in the town
A Marie Curie Field of Hope
Bird boxes and bird feeders for Care Homes and Schools
Ringshill Care Home Courtyard garden rejuvenation
Compost bins and water butts at the allotment sites
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