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HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 

 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

 

A meeting of the Planning Committee was held in the Town Hall, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon on Thursday 19th March 2015. 

 
Present: Councillors A Beevor (Chairman); A Blackwell; S Hassell; C 

Hyams; P Kadewere; A Mackender-Lawrence and P Shrapnel  
 

Absent: Councillors S Cawley; A Cole; A Ellington; and R Subhan  
 
 
24. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES  
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors T Forster; W Hensley; 

C Mackender-Lawrence; S Mulcahy; T Sanderson; and K Sumner.  
 
25. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were none. 
 

26. PUBLIC ADDRESS 

 
 There was none. 
  
27. MINUTES 

 
 Copies of the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 20th 

November 2014 (M4) had been circulated following their informal approval by 
the Chairman. It was proposed, seconded and  

 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes and these were duly signed as a correct 
record by the Chairman. 
 
Town Clerks note: Councillor Sarabia arrived at 7:02pm  

 
28. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES AND SUB-COMMITTEES 
 

In advance of the meeting, Members had been notified of publication of copies 
of the minutes of the Planning Application Panel meetings held on 20th 
November, 4th December, 18th December 2014 (M14, M15 and M16) 8th 
January, 22nd January, 5th February, 19th February and 5th March (M17, M18, 
M19, M20 and M21) 
 
For each of these, it was proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED to receive, approve and adopt the recommendations contained 
therein. 
 
 
 



29. A14 IMPROVEMENT SCHEME  

 

 To receive a report regarding the A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon Improvement 
Scheme and to give contributions towards the Statement of Common Ground 
between The Highways Agency and Huntingdon Town Council 

 
 Members had before them, Mr Mike Evans ( Highways Agency); Alan Boyce ( 
Traffic Modelling) and Geoff Dodgson (Community Liaison), who were in 
attendance to provide a report on the A14 improvement scheme and how this 
may affect Huntingdon’s roads.  

 
 The gentlemen provided a power point presentation to members that 
highlighted the needs which had been identified, through research and 
consultation. The development was currently in the Pre-Examination phase, 
with the aim of beginning the examination phase in May 2015 for a period of 6 
months.  
 
The plans which were to be proposed to the Planning Inspectorate included 
changing the section of the original A14 covering Huntingdon (including the 
Viaduct) would be changed to a single lane carriageway. Traffic would still 
continue to flow in both directions. The new A14 would continue south of 
Huntingdon, Brampton and Godmanchester and would connect at a new 
junction with the A1, rather than the Spittals interchange. (This would be 
known as the Huntingdon Southern Bypass). 
 
Plans had also been suggested to include a new road adjacent to the existing 
link road through Mill Common. This would provide dual flow of traffic onto and 
exiting the ring road.  
 
Members were invited to contribute to the statement of common ground which 
had been prepared in respect of the scheme between the Highways Agency 
and Huntingdon Town council. The purpose of the Statement is to confirm 
areas of support and agreement, highlights points of disagreement, lists on-
going discussion, and overall aids of works of Examining Body. It was noted 
that Huntingdon Town Council was in favour of the improvements to the A14 
scheme.  
 
The presenters concluded by saying that they hoped to maintain 
communication with all parties throughout the process, and keep an open 
dialogue. Forthcoming meetings could include construction, design and legacy.  

 
 Members were invited to ask questions relevant to the A14. A Member 
questioned whether the developers would potentially acquire further land in 
the future. It was clarified that under new legislation, all land required must be 
outlined in red during the planning and development stage – prior to any 
building work. Therefore no developer can allocate any land for future 
provision.  
 
A Member asked that if the public did not understand the consultation, how 
they would be able to state that they disagree with the scheme.  Members 
were advised that the consultation period had passed, but that interested 
persons were able to register an interest and comment on the scheme.  
 
Finally a Member requested clarification that the emergency services were 
being consulted as part of the process and development of the scheme. It was 



agreed that all services were being consulted and an important factor in 
decision making.  
 

29. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

 

 Members received a brief verbal update regarding the progress of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. Officers were waiting to hear is the proposed Town 
Boundary was acceptable. Should the Boundary be accepted, then officers 
would begin compiling a report outlining potential planning officers to be 
appointed by Council. 

 
29. WYTON AIRFIELD DEVELOPMENT 

  

 Members received a brief introduction to Mr Martin Curtis, who wished to 
introduce himself and Curtin & co as the interface for the proposed RAF Wyton 
development. It was explained that he would act as an interface between 
developers, government and the public, and that Curtin & Co aimed to work 
closely with Crest Nicholson to resolve any queries or problems.  

 
 Mr Curtin gave a brief overview of the proposed development, which was to 
include approximately 4,500 homes, and an aim to create a sustainable 
community including shops, supermarkets, schools and health services.  

 
 Crest Nicholson and Curtin & Co wished to follow the example set by the 
Alconbury Wield development, and to interact and engage with the local area, 
local residents and local bodies. Feedback will be received by a specialised 
website, created specifically for the development, Crest Nicholson also hoped 
to offer a community event in the summer to engage with the local residents of 
the area. Stakeholder steering groups would be developed to work with local 
bodies such as Huntingdon Town Council and other Parish/town Councils, to 
gain feedback, insight and suggestion as the development and application 
grows.  
 
Members were invited to ask questions, a Member question where Crest 
Nicholson proposed to bury the dead. It was clarified that this had not been 
considered to date, but the comments and questions would be raised with the 
developers. Mr Curtis was advised to learn from the development of 
Cambourne, Cambridgeshire.  
 
A Member questioned the decision to utilise RAF Wyton land, considering that 
other sites with the Cambridgeshire are potentially available. It was explained 
that RAF Wyton provided the larger site to accommodate a sufficient number 
of houses and supporting infrastructure. Huntingdonshire District Council had 
allocated potential land for development within the Local Plan to 2036.  
 
Members questioned the additional demand on the roads, and the increase in 
traffic volume, particularly at peak times. It was advised Crest Nicholson were 
being advised by a Traffic Consultant and concerns raised regarding the A141 
were noted and would be relayed to the developer.  
 
A Member questioned who would get the Cil Money associated with the 
development, it was considered that Wyton –on –the- Hill would benefit.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and  
 



RESOLVED to thank Mr Curtis for his comments and attending the meeting. 
 

 
32. DATE AND AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING  

 
The date of the next Planning Committee was noted as 19th May 2015, Town 
Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon at 7:00pm. 

 
CHAIRMAN 


