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HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
 

A meeting of the Planning Committee was held in the Town Hall, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon on Thursday 20th November 2014. 

 
Present: Councillors A Beevor (Chairman); S Akthar; A Blackwell; S Cawley; 

S Hassell; P Kadewere; A Mackender-Lawrence; J Sarabia and P 
Shrapnel. 
 

Absent: Councillors A Cole; A Ellington; C Mackender-Lawrence and R 
Subhan. 

 
 
24. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors T Forster; W Hensley; 

C Hyams; S Mulcahy; T Sanderson and K Sumner.  
 
25. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were none. 
 

26. PUBLIC ADDRESS 
 
 There was none. 
  
27. MINUTES 
 
 Copies of the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 3rd 

November 2014 (M3) had been circulated following their informal approval by 
the Chairman. It was proposed, seconded and  

 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes and these were duly signed as a correct 
record by the Chairman. 

 
28. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES AND SUB-COMMITTEES 
 

As the recommendations were not attached, it was proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED to defer this until the next meeting.  
 

29. ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 
 

Members had before them Huntingdonshire District Council’s consultation to 
implement a Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) in Huntingdon Town 
Centre. Members were asked to give comments on the consultation.  
 
Members felt that if the Order was enforced, it would be important to make it 
clear as to when it would apply, as customers would often drink outside at 
local pubs and restaurants. It was also suggested that uniformed officers 



should enforce the Order, which would mean more officers on the streets, 
therefore improving safety in the Town Centre.  
 
Members were read an email from Claudia Deeth from Community Safety at 
Huntingdonshire District Council, outlining a 48 hour Dispersal Order that had 
been signed off by Chief Inspector Laura Hunt. Members stated that this was a 
positive step to show that the police had started taking action.  
 
Councillor Shrapnel arrived at 7.15pm 
 
Members discussed the importance of ensuring public awareness if the Order 
was to be enforced. Local pubs and restaurants that formed ‘Pub Watch’ 
would need to be made aware of exactly what the PSPO would mean, in order 
to avoid potential problems and fines being issued. Members suggested that 
local pubs could be issued with points against their licence if they continuously 
failed to enforce the PSPO.  
 
Members questioned whether suitable signage would be put up to publicise 
the fact that the order was in place.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to support the PSPO on the condition that there was sufficient 
understanding of the order amongst the public and adequate signage 
displayed throughout the Town.  
 

30. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING UPDATE 
 

Members received a verbal update on the progress of the Neighbourhood 
Plan. It was explained that if the Council were to apply for funding immediately, 
the money would have to be spent by 31st March 2015. Members agreed that 
it would be beneficial to begin background work before looking into funding in 
the new financial year, and so it was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to do so.  
 
Members also requested a meeting with a member of Huntingdonshire District 
Council from the Planning Department to run through the benefits of a 
Neighbourhood Plan before any more decisions were made.  

 
31. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS 
 

Members had before them a report on the proposed environmental 
improvement at the Old Bridge Hotel triangle suggested by BID Huntingdon. 
Members were asked to consider a request for support and funding for the 
proposed improvements. 
 
Members felt that the improvements would be a waste of money, as the island 
was currently adequate for purpose, and the money could be better spent 
elsewhere. Members also suggested that the proposed trees could obscure 
motorists’ vision, potentially causing traffic accidents. 
 
Members also pointed out that potential changes to the road layouts could 
mean that the island would be changed by Cambridgeshire County Council, 
and that the Godmanchester Bridge could be pedestrianized, making a 



‘welcome to Huntingdon’ sign unnecessary. Therefore, it was proposed, 
seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to defer any form of support, until a decision had been made 
about changes to the A14.    

 
32. DATE AND AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING  
 

The date of the next Planning Committee was noted as 5th February 2015, 
Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon at 7:00pm. 

 
CHAIRMAN 


