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HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
 

A meeting of the Planning Committee was held in the Town Hall, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon on Thursday 11th September 2014. 

 
Present: Councillors A Beevor (Chairman); A Blackwell; W Hensley; C 

Hyams; P Kadewere; S Mulcahy; and P Shrapnel.  
 
In attendance:  Mr Julian Makey, Cambridge News and Howard White, Church 

Manor Estates. 
 

Absent: Councillors A Ellington; R Subhan and K Sumner. 
 
 
9. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors S Akthar; T Forster; S 

Hassell; A Mackender-Lawrence and C Mackender-Lawrence. 
 
10. DECALRATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were none. 
 

11. PUBLIC ADDRESS 
 
 There was none. 
  
12. MINUTES 
 
 Copies of the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 28th May 

2014 (M1) had been circulated following their informal approval by the 
Chairman. It was proposed, seconded and  

 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes and these were duly signed as a correct 
record by the Chairman. 

 
 
13. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES AND SUB-COMMITTEES 
 

In advance of the meeting, Members had been notified of publication of copies 
of the minutes of the Planning Application Panel meetings held on 28th May, 5th 
June, 19th June, 4th July, 17th July, 31st July and 14th August 2014 (M1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6 and 7).  
 
For each of these, it was proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED to receive, approve and adopt the recommendations contained 
therein. 

 
 



14. CHEQUERS COURT REDEVELOPMENT 
 

Members received a presentation from Mr Howard White of Church Manor 
Estates Company PLC regarding the current re-development at Chequers 
Court.  
 
Mr White thanked Members for inviting him to attend the meeting, and 
provided a brief overview of what the development would hopefully become, 
presenting images of what Chequers Court should look like following 
completion of the development.  
 
Original plans had approved the development of a new supermarket, where 
the old Inland Revenue building had stood. These plans had since been 
amended, meaning that the space would create 3 separate retail units.  
 
A large proportion of the development was currently occupied by Sainsbury’s 
Supermarket, who planned to relocate to Edison Bell Way in Huntingdon. 
Contingency plans were made to allow for Sainsbury’s to stay on its current 
site, but also alternative options should Sainsbury’s choose to relocate.  
 
The Pathway through Chequers Court, Germain Court and Newton’s Court 
was to receive attention and a ‘facelift’, however the developers hoped to keep 
these pathways open at all times for members of the public to use.  
 
Demolition was due to finish in October 2014, and new boarding would be 
placed, which would provide information and images regarding the 
development.  
 
With regards to potential new retailers, the developers were meeting with 
premium High Street retailers and had designed the new units to 
accommodate larger retailers. Meetings with retailers were positive and the 
developers were hopeful that new retailers could be attracted to the site. Units 
were still and would remain available to local smaller businesses, and the 
development aimed to offer a balance of national and local retailers, 
supporting the local economy.  
 
There were still plans for the pathway to feature a gradient, to accommodate 
for the change in level through St Germain Walk.  
 
Members questioned whether the developers had investigated the reopening 
of the gate between stores (next to Wilkinson’s) on the corner of St Germain 
Walk. This walkway had been closed for the past eight years, however 
members of the community previously found this gateway to be a beneficial 
walkthrough, and provided quick access to disabled parking. Mr White 
informed Members that the developers were aware of the gateway, and that 
they were discussing potential opportunities, such as the gate being removed 
and a store installed in the area. Mr White assured Members that a large 
disabled car park had been allocated at Trinity Place.  
 
Members questioned whether cycling had been considered within the 
development plan. Mr White explained that they would be working with 
Highways, to upgrade and refurbish the pathways and that cycling had been 
accounted for, and subsequent bicycle parking had been allocated within the 
Trinity Place Car Park. 
 



A Member questioned rental prices for stores, and that some business owners 
were being priced out of occupying a store due to high rents. Mr White 
explained that whilst he couldn’t comment for all of Huntingdon, the stores 
within Chequers Court and the new development worked well with Church 
Manor Estates (the Landlords) and that there were no experiences wherein a 
store was unable to pay rents due to high pricing.  
 
Questions were raised over who would be held responsible for the 
maintenance of the pathways and pavements following completion of the 
development. Mr White advised that responsibility would lie with the relevant 
Highways Department, i.e. Cambridgeshire County Council (Highways).  
 
Members asked whether plans still included the sloped pathway at St Germain 
Walk and if there would still be ‘under floor heating’. Mr White confirmed that 
the pavement would remain sloped and that heating would be installed under 
the pavement, to reduce the risk of slipping in icy conditions.  
 
Members commented that currently, shoppers tended to visit the local cities in 
the area, such as Peterborough and Cambridge, due to a larger provision and 
offering of stores. Mr White acknowledged this and explained that this was 
what the new development hoped to achieve, to attract and retain shoppers in 
Huntingdon with larger retailers and hopefully national brands. Larger units 
had been designed and allocated to suit the needs of a larger retailer.  
 
A Member highlighted that she currently worked on Huntingdon’s High Street, 
and that in recent months had found that footfall decreased on a Saturday. 
She questioned whether Chequers Court had found this and whether this 
would have a negative impact on the future development. Mr White explained 
that stores within Chequers Court and St Germain had not experienced a 
decrease in footfall, and that following the installation of the new multi-storey 
car park, footfall had increased. 
 
With no further questions, it was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to thank Mr White for his informative presentation, his answers 
and the information and images received.  

 
 
15. DATE AND AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 

The date of the next Planning Committee was noted as 23rd October 2014, 
Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon at 7:00pm. 

 
CHAIRMAN 

 
 
 


