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HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
 

A meeting of the Planning Committee was held in the Town Hall, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon on Thursday 2nd July 2015. 

 
Present: Councillors A Beevor; A Blackwell; A Dovans; J Dyne; T Forster; S 

Gifford; P Kadewere; A Mackender-Lawrence; B Morrell (Vice 
Chairman); T Sanderson.  
 

Absent: Councillors D Brown; L George; J Jacobs and S McAdam.  
 
10. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES  
 

 Apologies were received from  Councillors S Hassell; W Hensley; B Manning; 
S Mulcahy; R Valatka.  

 
11. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
 There were none.  
 
12. PUBLIC ADDRESS 
 
 There was none. 
 
13. MINUTES 
 

Copies of the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 4TH June 
2015 (M1) had been circulated following their informal approval by the 
Chairman. It was proposed, seconded and  

 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes and these were duly signed as a correct 
record by the Vice Chairman. 
  

14. RECOMMENDATIONS OF SUB COMMITTEES. 
 

In advance of the meeting, Members had been notified of publication of copies 
of the minutes of the Planning Application Panel meetings held on 19th March, 
2nd April, 16th April, 23rd April, and 19th May 2015 (M22,23,24,25,and M27)and 
4th June and 11th June (M1 and M2).  
 
For each of these, it was proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED to receive, approve and adopt the recommendations contained 
therein. 

  
15. CAMBRIDGESHIRE STREET LIGHTING (HUNTINGDON) PFI 
 
 Members welcomed Mark Oldfield on behalf of Balfour Beatty, who had 

attended to inform Members of the street lighting project for Huntingdon.  
 



Mr Oldfield informed Members that the Balfour Beatty was in the fifth year of 
their contract with Cambridgeshire County Council, wherein they had been 
appointed to upgrade all street lighting across Cambridgeshire. Over four 
years ago, Cambridgeshire County Council had put in a bid for governmental 
funding to improve the street lighting in Cambridgeshire, as is was required to 
improve health and safety, security, and would need to meet the requirement 
of lasting for a minimum of 25 years.  

 As there had been a reduction however in Public spending and cuts were 
made accordingly there was a reduction in street lighting.  

 
 Balfour Beatty had divided the project into two core areas for consideration.  

i. Traffic routes – these were considered to be routes of importance, such 
as the main feeder roads. There was no consultation of lighting 
provision in these areas as there was a standard format which was set 
and adhered to.  

ii. Remaining Areas for replacement – These areas would experience 
either removal, replacement of re-alignment of columns. This was to 
ensure that the necessary amount of lighting for a space.  

 
Balfour Beatty wanted to engage with local communities to ensure that the 
best alternatives and upgrades were provided. Some columns were deemed 
to comply (usually were replaced in the recent past) and therefore would not 
be replaced or removed. Heritage units, such as those in the Market Square 
and High Street, have been highlighted on maps and would not be removed, 
however some units are in areas which may require them to be either removed 
or upgraded. Balfour Beatty was welcoming guidance from local residents as 
to which heritage columns were significant and which were suitable for 
removal/replacement.  
 
Members were informed that work was scheduled to start in September 2015, 
and that it was estimated to take 6-8 weeks per column. There would be 
barriers in place to guide and protect pedestrians, but there were no planned 
road closures.  Once lighting had been fitted, lights would be dimmed 
accordingly (after midnight) but this would not produce a noticeable difference 
in lighting output.  
 
A Member asked what percentage of lighting would be lost through dimming. 
Mr Oldfield was unable to provide a figure, but explained that the process was 
done with residents and that on average it is performed at a residents request.  
 
Members wished to highlight the following sites in Huntingdon that they felt 
Balfour Beatty should investigate: 

• Pennington Road – lighting is obscured by the treeline.  

• Wertheim Way – poorly lit particularly surrounding the local Tesco 
Express store.  

• Lake Way – adjacent to Wertheim Way but is very bright, almost 
‘floodlit’ 

• Oak Drive 

• Any financial benefits to the scheme for Huntingdon Town Council. The 
Town council had paid for certain columns across Huntingdon, would 
there be any payment if these columns were removed.  

 
A Member wished to suggest that Councillors liaise with constituents over 
changes to lighting provision. The Administration Assistant stated that the 
drawings would be available in the Town Hall until the deadline of 17th July 



2015.  Members questioned whether further drawings would be received, Mr 
Oldfield was unable to confirm whether there would be further phases or more 
drawings in the near future.  

 
Members were advised that Balfour Beatty would be working closely with 
residents and that a leaflet drop would be performed in areas where work 
would commence within 3 weeks. Two weeks prior to work commencing, 
letters would be sent to residents to let them know that work would start ‘next 
week’.  
The project proposed to remove 10% of lighting across Cambridgeshire, 
however Members and residents were assured that no lights would be 
removed from bends, entry to streets/towns and or villages, schools nor from 
local amenities.  
 
Members thanked Mr Oldfield for his informative presentation and it was 
RESOLVED to forward any feedback to the office so that it could be sent to 
Balfour Beatty.  
 
Town Clerks note: following the meeting Balfour Beatty confirmed that there 
would be no financial return for Huntingdon Town Council if Balfour Beatty 
removes Town Council funded lighting.  
Mr Oldfield confirmed after the meeting that there would be no subsequent 
phases and that all drawings had been submitted to Huntingdon Town Council.  
 

16. DATE AND AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 

10th September 2015, Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon.  
 

CHAIRMAN 
 
 
 


