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HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 

 

 
A meeting of Huntingdon Town Council was held in the Town Hall, Huntingdon, on 
Thursday 9th January 2020, following the Finance Committee. 
 
Present: Councillors: M Baker; A Beevor; A Blackwell; P Brown; J Cole; P 

Kadewere; P Kennington; B Luckham; S McAdam (Town Mayor), P 
Pearce; T Sanderson; T Shrapnel and K Webb. 

 
61. WELCOME 
 

The Town Mayor welcomed those in attendance and invited the Mayor’s 
Chaplain, Revd Jon Randall, to say a prayer.   
 

62. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Councillors A Diaz; C Doyle; S Gifford; V Hufford; 
A Sedgwick and S Sweek. 

 
63. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were none. 
 
64. MINUTES 
 

Members had before them copies of the minutes of the Town Council meeting 
held on 7th November (M6) and the Extraordinary Town Council meeting held on 
19th December (M7) It was proposed, seconded and  

 
RESOLVED to approve and adopt these minutes and they were duly signed by 
the Mayor. 

 
65. PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEES 
 

Members had before them the minutes of the following meetings: 
 

(i) Finance Committee – 14th November 2019 (M7) 
 
The Mayor asked whether Members were happy to accept the recommendations 
contained within the minutes of the above Committee meetings and it was 
proposed, seconded and  

  
 RESOLVED to do so. 
 
66. PUBLIC ADDRESS/ADDRESS FROM OTHER COUNCILLORS TO COUNCIL  
 

The Mayor asked Members and members of the public whether they would like 
to address the meeting. A Member expressed that they wished to speak, and it 
was proposed, seconded and 



 
RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting. 
 
A Member raised concerns regarding the Huntingdon and Godmanchester 
Bridge. Changes in the A14 have caused traffic in the area to increase, several 
heavy weight vehicles were sighted attempting to cross the bridge. It was 
requested whether it could be investigated who was responsible for the 
maintenance of the bridge. It was advised that the matter was an item on the 
agenda at the next quarterly meeting with the Chief Executive at 
Huntingdonshire District Council on 21st January 2020. 
 
A Member queried when the viaduct would be removed. It was advised that the 
safety deck had been installed over the Christmas period, so that work could 
begin to safely remove the deck in the next few months.  

 
The Mayor thanked Members for their comments and with no further questions, it 
was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to reconvene. 

 
67. REPORTS FROM COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  
 

Councillor Sanderson gave a brief update on Huntingdonshire District Council 
and Cambridgeshire County Council. HDC Council Leader, Graham Bull had 
stepped down from his role replaced with Cllr Ryan Fuller. It was noted that a 
new Councillor, Cllr Keith Prentice, had been appointed for parish relations and 
was keen to attend a meeting. HDC were still in budget discussions and a 2.6% 
increase on the precept had been suggested. Several items were put forward in 
budget discussions, such as temporary shelters for homelessness and a budget 
for HDC local highway improvements. 
 
At Cambridgeshire County Council there have been some issues with traffic 
within Hinchingbrooke due to road works, which resulted in significant delays. 
Work had begun on the new campus on Alconbury Weald for the new building 
for CCC. The delays to the installation of a drop kerb at the Coneygear Centre 
had been escalated to the Chief Executive of CCC, as it has caused delays in 
the completion of the works on the car park.  

 
68. TOWN CLERK’S UPDATE 
 
 The Town Clerk updated Members on the following:  
 

• There was significant interest from the press in the Crematorium Project, 
especially the electric cremator. BBC Look East were interested in 
reporting at the ground-breaking and following the project until its 
completion. An international publication called OZY, were also interested 
in running an article about the electric cremator. 

• The Coneygear Centre Civic Opening day was scheduled for Friday 14th 
February 2020, with a pubic open day on Monday 17th February 2020. 
The Snack Shack was being cleared out and the library books will be 
moved over to the centre shortly. 

• The Deputy Town Clerk gave birth to healthy baby girl on 29th December, 
Huntingdon Town Council have sent her their best wishes. The first round 



of recruitment to fill the vacancy of Deputy Town Clerk was unsuccessful, 
the role was being re-advertised for interviews in February 2020. 

 
69. ROLLING PROGRAMME 
 

(i) Members had before them copies of the rolling programme of work. 
(ii) Members had before them copies of the civic events rolling programme.  

 
70. ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE 2020/21 

 
Members had previously discussed at the Finance Committee meeting earlier in 
the evening and recommended the approval of the estimates of income and 
expenditure for 2020/21 and the level of precept to be applied on the 
Huntingdonshire District Council. It was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to accept the recommended estimates for income and expenditure 
2020/21 and to apply for a precept of £1,313,630 (an increase of 7p per week on 
a Band D household). 

 
71. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Mayor gave the meeting an update on Mayoral activities, highlights of 
events attended in the past few months included:  
 

• Awards Presentation for the ‘Every Child a Library Card Holder’ project 
with Huntingdon Library at Thongsley Fields Primary School 

• Joint Town Council meeting with local Town Councils  

• Huntingdon Christmas Lights Switch on and Mayor’s Fundraising stall at 
Huntingdon Christmas Market 

• Great Ouse Valley Trust meeting regarding conversation and the third 
river crossing  

• A Christmas Eve Children’s Ward visit at Hinchingbrooke Hospital 
 
Tickets for the Mayor’s Grand Masquerade Ball on Saturday 15th February 2020 
at the Coneygear Centre, were on sale at the Town Hall office for £39 per 
person.  
 

72. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 
The date of the next meeting was noted as Thursday 20th February 2020, Town 
Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon.  

MAYOR 


