
HTC/M8 

 
HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 

 

 
An ordinary meeting of the Town Council was held in the Town Hall, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon on Thursday 5th March 2015. 
 

Present: Councillors; A Beevor; A Blackwell; W Hensley (Mayor); P 
Kadewere; S Mulcahy; T Sanderson; J Sarabia; P Shrapnel and K 
Sumner. 

 
Absent: Councillors  A Ellington; T Forster and R Subhan. 
 
In attendance: Mrs Buckenham, Mr C Buckenham; Mr P Clarke; Mr D McIlwain; Mr 

B Pugh and Mr J Salt.  
 

 
72. WELCOME 
 

The Mayor welcomed those in attendance and before the commencement of 
proceedings, invited the Town Clerk to say a prayer, in the absence of the 
Mayor’s Chaplain.  

 
73. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors S Cawley; A Cole; S 
Hassell; C Hyams; A Mackender-Lawrence and C Mackender-Lawrence.  
 

74. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were none. 
 
75. MINUTES 
 

Copies of the minutes of the meetings of the Town Council held on 8th January 
2015 (M6) and 15th January (M7) had been circulated ahead of the meeting. One 
Member pointed out an error in the minutes from meeting M6. It was noted that 
in item 70, the figure of £25 should read £250. The Town Clerk noted that this 
would be amended.   
 
 It was proposed, seconded and unanimously  
 
RESOLVED to approve and adopt these minutes and they were duly signed by 
the Mayor. 
 

76. PUBLIC ADDRESS 
 

A Member of the Public indicated that they wished to address the meeting and it 
was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting. 
 



Mr Doug McIlwain wished to point out the error in the minutes previously pointed 
out by a Member. Mr McIlwain also wished to express thanks to the Town Clerk 
and office staff for their help and advice when required. He noted that after 
Huntingdon Town Council had implemented a Mayor’s Fundraising Committee, 
other local Councils had followed suit  
 
Mr Bob Pugh wished to address the Council regarding Item 13 on the agenda 
(Cromwell Museum). It was requested that Members clarified a point raised at a 
previous meeting (8th January), in which it was stated the Town Council would 
offer a grant to the Cromwell Museum, and also that the museum should look 
into funding as the Town Council could not financially support it. Mr Pugh felt 
these statements were contradictory and requested clarification. Members stated 
that this would be covered under the agenda item.  
 
Mrs Buckenham requested that Members pose for a photograph with a sign 
supporting Hinchingbrooke Hospital at the end of the meeting. The Town Clerk 
noted that St Ives Town Council had written a letter of support for 
Hinchingbrooke Hospital and suggested Huntingdon Town Council do the same. 
It was RESOLVED to do so.  
 
It was resolved to thank all members of the public for their comments and it was 
proposed, seconded and RESOLVED to reconvene the meeting.  

 
77. REPORTS FROM COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 
District Councillor Kadewere provided a verbal update on the proceedings of a 
recent District Council meeting. It was noted that in the meeting the budget was 
set, and was looking very good, and that council tax had been frozen for the 
period of 2015-16. It was also noted that progress was being made in the 
investigation into complaints made by the CQC.  
 

78. PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEES 
 
 Members had before them the minutes from: 
 

(i) Leisure & Community Services Committee of 5th February 2015 (M6) 
(ii) Finance Committee of 15th January 2015 (M6), 5th February 2015 (M7) 

and 19th February 2015 (M8) 
 

It was therefore proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes: 

 
79. TOWN CLERKS UPDATE  
 
 Members received a verbal update from the Town Clerk. It was noted that a 

Twinning meeting would be taking place on Monday 16th March, not 12th as 
previously stated in an email sent to Members. The Annual Town meeting would 
take place on Thursday 30th April, and Members were asked who they wanted as 
a guest speaker. Members had no suggestions so it was agreed to leave the 
Town Clerk to look in to a speaker.  

 



 The Town Clerk also noted that Members had agreed to adopt the latest model 
of Standing Orders from NALC at a previous meeting (6th November 2014). The 
final version would be required for Mayor Making, therefore members of the 
Standing Orders Working Party would need to meet. It was noted that dates for 
this meeting would be sent to Members.  

 
 It was also noted that one more private & confidential matter would be discussed 

at the end of the meeting.  
 
 80. CASUAL VACANCY 

 
Members declared a Casual Vacancy on Huntingdon Town Council, following 
the custodial sentence (suspended) imposed on Cllr Akthar, which disqualifies 
him from holding the office of Town Councillor. Members further declared that 
due to the notified Casual Vacancy falling within six months of scheduled 
elections (7th May), a poll by electors cannot be claimed and therefore no steps 
would be required to fill the Casual Vacancy.  

 
81. 2015/16 MEETINGS CALENDAR 
 

Members had before them a proposed meetings calendar for the year 2015/16 
and were asked to adopt this calendar. The Town Clerk noted that the calendar 
avoided clashes with District Council meetings where possible. It was also noted 
that Mayor Making would take place on a Tuesday as this was the last available 
date within the 14 statutory days to declare a new Mayor.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to adopt the meetings calendar.  
 

82.  ELECTRONIC AGENDAS AND SUPPORTING PAPERS 
 
Members received a verbal report from the Town Clerk surrounding the SLCC’s 
new legislation with the Local Government (Electronic Communications) 
(England) Order 2015. The Town Clerk explained that all agendas would be sent 
out electronically and Members would have to opt in to receive hard copies.  
 
Members were asked to adopt the new legislation before the elections in May, 
and it was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to do so.  

 
83. HUNTINGDON OLYMPIC GYM  
 

Members had before them a report on the current works at Huntingdon’s 
Olympic Gym Club. One Member commented that he was pleased to see the 
works progressing well, and hoped to see the work completed soon. Another 
Member noted that there were references to both Andrew Firebrace Partnership 
and Andrew Firebrace Limited and questioned whether this was referring to the 
same company. The Town Clerk confirmed that it was.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and 
 



RESOLVED to receive the report with thanks. 
 
84. CROMWELL MUSEUM 
 

Members had before them a letter received by the Town Clerk setting out the 
terms for the proposal to transfer the Cromwell Museum to the Town Council. 
Members were asked to approve the proposed transfer conditions.  
 
One Member commented that it had previously been agreed that Members 
would not vote when reports had not been given in advance and proposed that 
the matter be deferred. The Town Clerk noted that there was no report and the 
letter simply stated the terms that had been discussed. It was explained that the 
Town Council would be taking over the building, not the workings inside. A 
Cromwell Museum Trust would be responsible for maintaining the inside and 
applying for any grants. It was noted that a number of internal components of the 
museum would need work, totalling approx. £30,000, but the Town Council 
would not be responsible for these costs.  
 
A Member questioned whether a trust had already been set up. The Town Clerk 
advised that this would not be organised by the Town Council. The Museum 
would appoint a Chairman, and the Town Council would be invited to put forward 
a representative to sit on the board.  
 
Mr Pugh provided a verbal update, and noted that the museum was still awaiting 
the appointment of a Chairman. It was also noted that the museum was not 
confident that the Trust would have the ability to cover the necessary costs.  
 
A Member questioned if there was a timescale for appointing a Chairman. The 
Town Clerk reported that the Chairman should be appointed by the end of the 
month, and members of the trust should be appointed by the end of June.  

 
It was noted that the Trust could not move forwards until Heads of Terms had 
been agreed. Members also questioned what would happen if the Trust could 
not find the funds for the internal work.  
 
Members suggested that the Town Council should agree to the transfer in 
principal and request Heads of Terms before final acceptance, and it was 
proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED to do so. 
 
(Note: One Member abstained) 
 
A Member added that the Town Council ought to do the best it can to provide the 
Cromwell Museum with sufficient support to ‘hit the ground running’ when 
deciding on a grant to award.  
 
The Town Clerk answered to issues raised by Mr Pugh under Item 76 Public 
Address. In that the Town Council had agreed to take over freehold of the 
museum and offer an annual grant, but no sum had been agreed. However, it 
would be a grant, and not to cover running costs.  

 
 



85.  CONEYGEAR PARK 
 

Members were asked to formerly seal the transfer of Coneygear Park to 
Huntingdon Town Council. The Town Clerk noted that the park had been 
managed by the Town Council since April last year, and the documents had now 
been received for the park to be signed over. It proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to agree to the transfer and the documents were duly sealed by the 
Mayor.  

 
86. STREET LIGHTING  

 
Members were asked to formerly seal and adopt a street light at Orthwaite. It 
was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to agree to the transfer and the documents were duly signed by the 
Mayor.  
 

87.  TOWN COUNCIL POLICIES 
 

Members were asked to adopt the following policies for Huntingdon Town 
Council:  
(i) Fire Safety Policy 
(ii) Tree Management Policy 
(iii) Business Continuity Plan 
(iv) Legionella Management Policy 
(v) Asbestos Management Policy 
(vi) Occupational Driving Policy 
(vii) Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) Policy 

 
and it was  
 
RESOLVED to do so.  

 
88. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Mayor reported on the programme of Mayor’s Charity events since the last 
meeting. Members were advised that the following events had taken place: 

 Zumbathon 

 Paranormal investigation of the Town Hall 

 Race day 
 
Members were advised that the following events were upcoming: 

 Witches of Warboys – all 3 nights sold out 

 Mayors Ball – sold out with 210 guests attending 

 5 mile race - £12 per entry 
 
89. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 

To move that the public and the press be excluded from the meeting in 
accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 as 
matters which should be regarded as confidential are to be discussed. 

 



90. TOWN CLERKS UPDATE 
 

The Committee considered private and confidential matter, discussion about 
which can be found in a separate appendix to these minutes.  

 
91.  READMISSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 
 To move that the public and the press be readmitted to the meeting. 
 
92. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 The date of the next meeting was noted as Thursday 23rd April 2015. 
 
 

MAYOR  


