
FIN/M8 

HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
A meeting of the Finance Committee was held at the Town Hall,Market Hill,Huntingdon on 
Thursday 19thFebruary 2015. 

 
MINUTES 

 
Present: Present: Councillors: S Cawley (Chairman); A Beevor;       

 A Blackwell; W Hensley; P Kadewere; A Mackender-Lawrence; 
S Mulcahy; T Sanderson; P Shrapnel; K Sumner.  

 
 

Absent: Councillors: S Akthar; A Cole; and R Subhan. 
 

In attendance:   Mike Gledhill (Trustee of the Commemoration Hall) 
 
69. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors: A Ellington;  
T Forster; S Hassell; C Hyams; C Mackender-Lawrence and J Sarabia. 
 

70. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Councillors; Beevor, Hassell and Sumner declared an interest under item 5 as 
Trustees of the Commemoration Hall. 

 
71. PUBLIC ADDRESS 

 
A Councillor and a member of the public indicated that they wished to speak. 
 
The Chairman asked Members if they were happy to adjourn the meeting for public 
address and it was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to do so. 
 
Councillor Kadewere wished to question why the meeting of the Staffing Sub-
Committee was held at 10am rather than the usual meeting schedule of 7pm.  
 
The Town Clerk clarified that Members were contacted to arrange a suitable time, 
and that 10am had been agreed as the majority could attend.  
 
A Member commented that as the Staffing Sub-Committee meeting was to discuss 
staff, it would be sensible to hold the meeting when staff would be available.  
 
A member of the public wished to address members regarding the Commemoration 
Hall and a recent report by the Town Clerk. Comments included that there was an 
agreement made, however the monies granted was not to cover the Artistic Director 
and that Commemoration Hall had no interest in covering such an expense. The 
financial administration support had not provided the level of support required, was 
unable to produce the necessary reports and information and subsequently the 



Commemoration Hall had agreed that accounts should be managed by Trustees and 
the Manager of the Hall. Mr Gledhill concluded that the proposal of conditions of 
Grant to include 8 free Town Council hires had not been discussed with Trustees.  
 
The Chairman asked whether there were any further comments to be made, gave 
thanks to those who spoke and it was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to reconvene. 

 
72. MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the Finance Committee meetings held on 27th November 2014 (M5); 
15th January 2015 (M6) and 5th February (M7) had been previously circulated and 
informally approved by the Chairman. Members agreed that they were a correct 
record of the meeting and they were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 
73. COMMEMORATION HALL 
 

Members had before them a report and recommendation from the Town Clerk 
regarding financial support of the Commemoration Hall. Members highlighted that the 
recommendation proposed that the Grant includes a condition of up to 8 free uses of 
Commemoration Hall for the Town Council (4 Civic Events and 4 Mayoral events). 
Members argued that this was unfair to the Commemoration Hall as they may lose 
alternative business. It was further argued that one of the proposed events would be 
Remembrance Sunday, and that it would inappropriate to charge for this use. 
Members also stated that this condition had not been discussed with Trustees before 
the recommendation was made. 
 
The Town Clerk offered clarification, stating that a confirmation of grant letter needed 
to be issued, with the conditions included; these could not be negotiated 
retrospectively. It was also noted that the Commemoration Hall had not applied for a 
grant since 2009 (under section 137) and would be eligible, like other Town charities 
to apply for a grant under S137, in the future. The Town Clerk also explained that 
under Charity Law the Trustees could not offer free usage, the Council could make 
such usage a condition of a grant, but did not have to use all the of the allocations.   
 
It was proposed that the recommendation be amended, offering only 4 free uses to 
cover Civic Events, and that this recommendation would be conveyed to Trustees. 
The amended recommendation being: 
 
Members approve the payment of a once and for all final grant payment (under S133 
LGA 1972) of £20,000 to the Commemoration Hall for the year from April 2015 to 
March 2016, to include up to four free lets for civic events.  
 
This was seconded and a recorded vote was taken: 
 
7 Members were for; 2 were against and 1 Member abstained.  
 
Therefore it was RESOLVED as carried.  
 
Town clerks note: Councillor Hensley arrived at 7:32pm. 
 
 

 



74.  RAF WYTON FREEDOM 60th ANNIVERSARY PARADE 
 

Members were asked to consider approving budget expenditure for the RAF Wyton 
Freedom event, April 2015. Members questioned what money had been budgeted 
and what would costs be.  
 
The Town Clerk explained that £10,000 had been allocated from Reserves. Costs 
would be to cover the purchase of a new Scroll, road closures, licenses and other 
event expenses. The cost of a new scroll was quoted at £6,000.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to not participate in this year’s anniversary event, but the Council would 
celebrate the centenary of Wyton in 2016.  

 
75. BUDGET 
 

Members were asked to approve the finalised budget for 2015/16. It was proposed, 
seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to adopt this budget for the forthcoming financial year. 

 
76. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS 
 

In Accordance with the Public Bodies (admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the 
Chairman moved that Public and Press be excluded from the Meeting. It was 
proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to remove all public and press. 
 
The Committee considered private and confidential matters, discussion about which 
can be found in a separate appendix to these minutes.  

 
77. STAFFING 
 

Members discussed this item, which can be found in a private and confidential 
appendix. 

 
78. READMISSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS 
 

The Chairman moved that the public and press be granted re-admission to the 
meeting. It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED to re-admit the public and 
press.  

 
79. DATE & AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 
 Members noted the date of the next Finance Committee meeting being Thursday 16th 

April 2015 at 7.00pm in the Town Hall, Huntingdon 
 
 

Chairman 


