
 LET SUB/M4 

HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

LETTINGS SUB-COMMITTEE 

 
A meeting of the Lettings Sub-Committee was held in the Town Hall, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon, on Thursday 3rd October 2013 
 
Present: Councillors: A Blackwell; A Cole; A J Mackender-Lawrence;  

T Sanderson and P Shrapnel 
 
 
37. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor R Subhan 
 
38. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were none. 
 
39. MINUTES 
 

Copies of the minutes of the Lettings Sub Committee meeting held on 26th 
September 2013 (M3) had been circulated in advance of the meeting. It was 
proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED to approve these as a correct record and they were duly signed 
by the Chairman. 
 
From the minutes of the last meeting 26th September 2013 (M3) Members had 
deferred consideration of wall pictures offered for display in the Town Hall, 
awaiting further details.  One on the pictures was available for Members to 
view and details of the other pictures had been received from the Civic 
Society.  Whilst Members agreed that these items needed to be kept for 
public access, there was no direct link to the Town Council and with limited 
space available and access to view it was proposed that the offer be declined 
and 
 
RESOLVED to recommend that the offer should be declined.  

 
40. PUBLIC ADDRESS/ADDRESS BY OTHER TOWN COUNCILLORS TO THE 

SUB COMMITTEE 
 

 There was none. 
 
41. ALLOTMENTS HOLDERS’ FORUM 
 
 Members had before them a copy of the minutes from the Allotment Holders 

Forum held on 28th August 2013 (A1), to note and receive, it was  
 

RESOLVED so to do. 
 



 It was noted by Members that the issue of un-cultivated allotments had been 
raised and the need to manage these proactively and cost effectively.  The 
Town Clerk advised that a meeting of the Allotment Site Representatives had 
taken place since the Forum  and that several measures had been put in 
place to improve matters.  

 Records of site inspections were being maintained by the Administration 
Assistant, which were being shared with site representatives in a 
spreadsheet, in order that they were aware what action was being taken to 
manage uncultivated plots. Plot holders who received more than three first 
notifications of non-cultivation in a six month period would not be issued with 
a notice to quit. The Administration Assistant was also due to visit the sites to 
compare tenancy records with tenanted plots, in order to rule out any 
possibility that there were any vacant plots which were subsequently no being 
cultivated and for which the Council was ultimately responsible. 

 
 Members heard that dealing with complaints and disputes at the allotment 

sites took up substantial Officer time and acknowledged the cost implications 
of this. 

42. TOWN HALL – HIRE AND USE OF COURTS 
 

Members had before them a report from the Administration Assistant detailing 
venue hire and filming use of Courts No.1 & No.2,  
 
The current hire fees were compared with other comparable venues and did 
not appear to be out of line,  
 
Member considered the option of use of the Town hall for TV / Film production 
and agreed that there was a need to produce a promotional portfolio, it was  
 
RESOLVED to recommend that the hire charges recommended previously, 
i.e. £50 per hour for non-commercial and £100 per hour for commercial hire 
be maintained; and further 
 
RESOLVED that a promotional portfolio should be produced to market the 
Courts’ availability to TV/Film Production companies. 
 

43. MEDWAY CENTRE 
 

The Medway Centre Manager had provided a report for Members 
consideration. 
 
Hirers of the Medway Centre had  to arrange for their own teas / coffees to be 
supplied as the Medway Centre was un-licenced for this activity.  The Centre 
Manager had obtained the required permission, and required the Members’ 
support to add this additional service / income stream into the Centre’s 
existing terms and conditions of hire.  It was 
 
RESOLVED to recommend that the proposed charge of £1.20 per person be 
approved and included in the Centre’s terms and conditions of hire. 
 

44. LETTINGS POLICIES 2014/2015 
 

Members had before them a report of the Temporary Deputy Town Clerk, 
detailing existing fees and rents for the sports pitches and facilities at King 
George V Field, Clayton’s Way and Jubilee Park; the Huntingdon Medway 



Centre and Town Hall; and Cemeteries and Allotments in the town. Fees for 
the previous four years, together with proposed fees as detailed below are 
contained in a schedule attached to the original minutes of this meeting. 

 
44.1 - Town Hall - Increased fees for the coming financial year were proposed 
for the Town Hall facilities, by 3% on existing rates, this being the inflationary 
trend nationally. Members, on consideration requested that the increases for 
use of the Town Hall facilities need to be increased between 3% and 10%   it 
was 

 
RESOLVED to recommend that the fees effective 1st April 2014 be reviewed, 
increased and re-presented to Finance Committee on 17th October 2013 for 
consideration, approval and adoption.  
 
44.2 - Medway Centre – Members agreed that the representative increase of 
3% -5% at the Medway Centre was favourable and it was unlikely that the 
increase would have an adverse impact on hirers and it was therefore 

 
RESOLVED to recommend that the proposed fees be adopted, effective 1st 
April 2014. 

 
44.3 - Cemeteries and Allotments - Members noted the existing trend had 
been to increase fees every two years, with the last increase being in 
2012/13. After full consideration Member agreed to a standard £5 increase 
across all Cemeteries and Allotment fees. 
  
RESOLVED to recommend that the proposed fees be adopted, effective 1st 
April 2014. 
 
44.4 – Sports Pitches - Referring to the schedule of rents and charges for 
sports facilities, Members noted that several rent reviews due or were 
imminent, namely for the Jubilee Sports Pitches; the Archery Field; the MS 
Therapy Centre; the Huntingdon Tennis Club; and the Outdoor Bowls Club. 
The only facility to be reviewed was that of Casual Cricket, with the current 
fee of £65 per match set in 2011/12. It was therefore 
 
RESOLVED to recommend that the current fee be increased by £5 to £70 per 
match be adopted, effective 1st April 2014. 
 
 

45. RENT REVIEW 
 

Members were presented with a report advising that rent reviews were due as 
of autumn 2012 in respect of lease of premises to Sports Huntingdon and the 
Jolly Archers at the Jubilee Fields, Kings Ripton Road. Further reviews were 
due in respect of premises leases at Mayfield Road and St Peter’s Road by 
the MS Therapy Centre, Tennis Club and Outdoor Bowls Club respectively. 
The report gave summary lease details, together with a rental history for the 
properties in question. Members noted that rent review discussions with the 
tenants’ representatives were to take place with the Chairman and Vice 
Chairman of the Lettings Sub Committee. Details of suitable dates for the 
reviews were outlined and the Temporary Deputy Town Clerk was requested 
to draw up a calendar of meetings, it was  
 



RESOLVED to await a report from the Chairman and Vice Chairman once 
these meetings had taken place and proposals for rent review discussed with 
the tenants. 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 


