
FIN/M4 

HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
A meeting of the Finance Committee was held at the Town Hall,Market 
Hill,HuntingdonThursday 30th October 2014. 

 
MINUTES 

 
Present: Councillors : A Beevor; A Blackwell; S Cawley (Chairman); W 

Hensley; CHyams; P Kadewere; A Mackender-Lawrence; S 
Mulcahy; T Sanderson; J Sarabia; P Shrapnel; and K Sumner  

 
Absent: Councillors: S Akthar; A Cole andA Ellington 
 
In attendance:  County and District Councillor Mike Shellens and Mr David Soldan 

of Churches Together 
 

 
28. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from; Councillors T Forster; S 
Hassell; C Mackender-Lawrence and R Subhan. 

 
29. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Cllr Hensley declared an interest under Item 12 on the agenda and requested that 
dispensation was granted, allowing him to speak about the topic. Dispensation was 
duly granted. 

 
30. PUBLIC ADDRESS 

 
A Member having indicated that they wished to address the meeting. It was 
proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting. 
 
A Member advised the Committee that Balfour Beatty was removing a series of lamp 
posts at Stukeley Meadows and that a resident had reported concerns regarding 
public safety. The Member had looked into the feasibility of keeping a certain street 
light, which was opposite a storage area, prone to attracting undesirables. In order 
for this lamp post to be saved, there would be an annual cost to Huntingdon Town 
Council of £60.00. Members agreed that on the basis this one gesture didn’t set a 
precedent for future requests, they would be happy to agree to pay the annual fee. 
The Town Clerk advised that there were still funds left over in the Highways 
Improvement budget, which could cover the initial £60.00 payment for the current 
year. 
 
Mr Soldan addressed the Committee regarding Item 10 on the agenda, Lettings. Mr 
Soldan was highly concerned about the proposed increases to the Medway Centre 
hire charges for 2015/16 and asked that the Committee considered freezing the fees 
to avoid losing community groups and charities who could no longer afford the hire 



charges. Mr Soldan suggested that if the fees were increased, groups would be 
forced to leave the Centre, therefore meaning that rather than increasing revenue, 
money would actually be lost. A Member confirmed these views and spoke on behalf 
of the Medway User Groups (MUGs), saying that they were not happy with the 
proposed increases. 

 
It was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to reconvene. 
 
Following the agreement to fund the street light at Stukeley Meadows, the request 
was proposed, seconded and unanimously  
 
RESOLVED approved. 
 

31. MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on Thursday 25th 
September2014 (M3)had been previously circulated and informally approved by the 
Chairman.Members agreed that they were a correct record of the meeting and they 
were duly signed by the Chairman. 
 

32. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES AND SUB COMMITTEES 
 

Members had before them minutes of: 
 
(i) The Staffing Sub Committee minutes held on 16th October 2014 (M3)  
(ii) The Lettings Sub Committee meeting held on 9th October 2014 (M1)  
(iii) The Grants Sub Committee meeting held on 9th October 2014 (M1)  
(iv) The Twinning Sub Committee minutes held on 18th September 2014 (M1)  
 
One Member asked for an update regarding parking on the Market Square. The 
Town Clerk advised that a meeting was being scheduled with the police, HDC and 
CCC, to discuss the opportunity of parking permits being issued. 
 
It was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes under points (i) (ii) (iii) and (iv). 

 
33. HALF YEAR ACCOUNTS 
 

Members had before them a copy of Huntingdon Town Council’s accounts from 1st 
April 2014 to 31st September 2014. The Town Clerk advised that currently, only 36% 
of the budget allocated for salaries had been spent, but that this would increase with 
the additional staff members joining the team.  
 
One Member highlighted that it was usual for the Finance Working Party to meet 
ahead of the main Finance Committee to go through the accounts and raise any 
questions. The Town Clerk advised that the accounts had to go to the main Finance 
Committee to be adopted. The Member requested that in the future, the Finance 
Working Party should meet prior to the Finance Committee to go through the figures. 
 
Another Member questioned the training budget, highlighting that 98% of it had 
already been used. The Town Clerk advised that Members had previously agreed to 



transfer further funds into this budget as a result of the former Town Clerk 
underestimating the cost of training that had been agreed. 
 
Members noted the accounts with thanks and it was proposed, seconded and 
unanimously 
 
RESOLVED to approve the accounts to date. 
 

34. RESERVES 
 

The Town Clerk advised Members that an event was being planned for April 2015, to 
mark the 60th Anniversary of the Freedom of the Town for RAF Wyton and the 
Centenary of RAF Wyton itself. This event hadn’t been budgeted for and Members 
were advised that the creation of a legal Town Crest would be required to appear on 
the scroll presented to RAF Wyton. This was due to the Town Seal actually being the 
old Borough Seal and therefore not Huntingdon’s own. The cost of creating a legal 
Crest/Coat of Arms was noted as £6,325.00, and the overall suggested amount to be 
transferred was £10,000.00. It was proposed, seconded and unanimously 
 
RESOLVED to approve the transfer of £10,000.00 for the event and further 
 
RESOLVED to set up a small Working Party group to work on the design of the 
Crest. 
 
Town Clerk’s note: it was suggested that local historian Richard Meredith be invited 
to co-opt onto the Working Party and to get in touch with Godmanchester Town 
Council’s Clerk regarding the recent creation of their Coat of Arms. 

 
35. HUNTINGDON OLYMPIC GYM CLUB 
 

Members had before them a report regarding works to be undertaken at the 
Huntingdon Olympic Gym Club, namely the crash pit and repairs to subsidence. Four 
tenders for the works had been submitted earlier that day, the deadline being 12noon 
on the 30th October 2014. 
 
The Town Clerk passed the Chairman each tender and the quotes were read out to 
Members for their consideration. The tender results were as follows: 
 
Contractor Tender Sum 

 Crash Pit Subsidence 

Kirton Construction Ltd £38,150.00 £56,963.00 
Foster Property Maintenance Ltd £51,533.00 £41,759.00 
CJ Murfitt Ltd £37,761.00 £24,104.00 
D Carman BSSR Ltd £36,919.00 £41,274.00 
Coulson Building Group Declined to tender on 02/10/2014 
 
Clerk’s note: the above fees are all VAT exclusive 
 
A Member proposed that CJ Murfitt Ltd be awarded the contract due to having the 
lowest fee and having had work undertaken by the contractor for the restoration of 
the Town Hall. Subject to a full tender review analysis, it was proposed, seconded 
and unanimously  
 
RESOLVED to offer the contract for the works to CJ Murfitt Ltd. 



 
 

 
36. CROMWELL MUSEUM 
 

Members had before them a report regarding the undertaking of a Condition Survey 
on the Cromwell Museum. 
 
The Properties and Estates Manager/Deputy Town Clerk advised Members that two 
tenders had been received, which were as follows: 
 

Contractor Tender Sum 
Bidwells LLP £3,750.00 + VAT 
Purcell £2,200.00 + VAT 
 
One Member asked for feedback on Purcell and the Town Clerk advised that they 
had carried out works to Ely Cathedral and the Houses of Parliament. 
 
Another Member questioned whether this survey should take place before the 
decision for Huntingdon Town Council should take over the Cromwell Museum had 
been made. The Town Clerk advised that this survey had to be undertaken prior to 
the building being taken over. It was proposed, seconded and unanimously  
 
RESOLVED to offer the contract for the survey to Purcell. 

 
37. LETTINGS 
 

Members had before them the proposed fees for the Medway Centre hire charges in 
2015/16. A Member referred back to the annual accounts for Huntingdon Town 
Council and commented that the Medway Centre costs the Council £102,378.00 per 
annum. The Town Clerk was asked what the rates for the Medway Centre 
accumulated to each year and Members were advised that in the first six months of 
the local government year 2014/15, the Centre generated £18,000.00, which was 
below the estimated income. 
 
Another Member asked for clarification on the 10% increase to the affiliated non 
community/voluntary groups hire rate. The Town Clerk explained that these groups 
currently paid the reduced affiliated rates, but as a commercial organisation, a 10% 
increase had been included in their new proposed hire charges. 
 
One Member asked on behalf of the Medway User Groups (MUGs), whether the 
rates could be frozen, as a result of how much money the User Groups raise for the 
Centre. Members moved on to discuss the rate of inflation, confirming that it was 
currently 1.2%. A suggestion was made that the rates should increase with inflation 
but not go any higher. 
 
Another Member questioned how these rates would affect the peppercorn rent for 
HCR104fm having sole usage of one of the Centre’s meeting rooms and was 
advised that HCR104fm would be paying a service charge for the room, which would 
be discussed under item 12 on the agenda. 
 
After some debate on the level of increase, it was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to increase the Medway Centre hire charges by 1.5% for 2015/16. 



 
Clerk’s note: one vote against, one abstained  
 

38. PRECEPT 2015/16 
 

The Town Clerk advised Members that there had been three requests made for 
inclusion in 2015/16’s budget.These requests were highlighted as: 
 

• Funds for extending the Depot at St Peters Road 

• Funds for making improvements to the Medway Centre 

• Funds for WWI Centenary events in 2018 
 

One Member commented that a request should have been submitted for the re-
design and development of Huntingdon Town Council’s website. It was advised that 
this would cost roughly £7,000.00. 
 
Another Member questioned the progress with finding suitable ground for a new 
cemetery. The Town Clerk advised that this would be discussed at the forthcoming 
Planning Committee meeting on the 3rd November 2014 as a suitable location may 
have been found. 
 

39. OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE 
 

Members had before them a draft of anOccupational License contract to approve for 
HCR104fm having sole usage of a meeting room in the Medway Centre. 

 
The Town Clerk advised Members that Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) had 
been contacted as owners of the Medway Centre building. The current lease had 
stated that the building could not be let or sub-let, but with the lease running out in 
2020, HDC had permitted an Occupational License to be granted to HCR104fm on a 
12 month contract.  
 
Cllr Hensley, having been granted dispensation, addressed Members and raised 
concerns about the window of permitted hours of access to the Centre. He 
commented that these hours would need to be a lot later, ideally granting access up 
until midnight. The Town Clerk highlighted that these hours were stated due to the 
cost implications of caretakers having to work additional hours in the Centre when 
normally the building would be empty and closed. Cllr Hensley commented that this 
would not be an issue as the meeting room would have its own alarm system and 
entrance door, meaning that no caretaker time or assistance would be required for 
gaining access to the building. Cllr Hensley also commented that if the room was 
needed by another hirer, this could be negotiated. One Member commented that a 
Medway User Group did use the designated room on Saturday every week and Cllr 
Hensley advised that this would not be an issue. 
 
Members discussed how the service charge rates for the room should be 
calculatedand it was agreed that this should be based on a square foot basis.When it 
came to allocating a set figure for the peppercorn rent, Members agreed that the 
amount should not be based on the regular lettings fees for the Medway Centre. 
Following some discussion about how this fee could be set, it was proposed, 
seconded and 
 
RESOLVED to delegate the decision to the Town Clerk and Chairman of Finance to 
be ratified at the next Finance Committee meeting in November. 



 
Clerk’s note: Cllr Hensley abstained from voting as a Director of HCR104fm. 
 
 

40. COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY (CIL) 
 

(i) Members were asked to approve the transfer of CIL money (£2,266.31) to the 
Medway Centre for holding Town Council run events at Coneygear Park until 
money had been allocated in the budget for 2015/16. One Member questioned 
whether CIL money could be put to this use, suggesting that its purpose was 
to be used for development in the Town.  

 
Clerk’s note: the meeting was temporarily adjourned as County & District Cllr 
Mike Shellens advised Members that a paper had been produced by HDC 
stating that the money could be used for any purpose, as long as it was stated 
in the annual accounts. 

 
Members asked that the Town Clerk clarified CIL money could be used by the 
Medway Centre and on the basis that this was permitted, it was proposed, 
seconded and 

 
RESOLVED to transfer the £2,266.31 to the Medway Centre. 

 
(ii) Members moved on to discuss the process for managing future payments of 

CIL money from HDC.Members questioned where the money was transferred 
to and suggested that there should be a meeting between the Committee 
Chairmen and Vice Chairmen to look at managing these payments in the 
future and it was 

 
RESOLVED to do so. 

 
(iii) Members were asked to approve the transfer of the residue of Huntingdon 

Carnival funding to the Pensioner’s Christmas Lunch 2014 budget. The 
amount equated to £1,000.00. Members questioned where this money had 
come from, as it was thought that the residue of the Carnival money had been 
transferred to the Riverside Gala, being paid back in instalments to the Town 
Council once the event had established itself. Cllr Hensley advised that this 
money had been sitting in the Mayor’s Charity account for 10 years. After 
some discussion on where the money should be allocated to, it was proposed, 
seconded and 

 
RESOLVED to allocate £500.00 to the Pensioner’s Christmas Party 2014 and 
that the other £500.00 should be allocated to the Grants Sub Committee, 
where an application could be submitted on behalf of the Huntingdon Carnival 
if it wished to reform. 
 
Clerk’s note: one Member abstained from voting. 

 
41. PLAY AREAS 
 

Members were asked to approve the funding of play equipment and refurbishment at 
Devoke Close and KGV Play areas, as recommended by the Leisure and Community 
Services Committee. Members noted the report with the figures attached and it was 
proposed, seconded and unanimously 



 
RESOLVED to approve the funding to the works at Devoke Close and KGV play 
areas. 

 
 
 
42. DATE & AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 
 Members noted the date of the next Finance Committee meeting being Thursday 27th 

November 2014 at 7.00pm in the Town Hall, Huntingdon 
 
 

Chairman 


