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HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 

 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

 

A meeting of the Planning Committee was held in the Town Hall, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon on Thursday 17th November 2016. 

 
Present: Councillors A Beevor; A Blackwell; J Dyne; S Dyne; S Gifford 

(Chairman); S Hassell; P Kadewere; A Mackender-Lawrence; B 
Manning; B Morrell; S Mulcahy; T Sanderson and R Valatka.  

 
In Attendance:  4 residents of Hinchingbrooke, Mr John Greenhalgh, Mr Gareth 

Tysoe, Mr Ben Fuller and Mr Keith Cooper. 
 
Absent: Councillors L George and J Jacobs. 
 
18. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES  

 

 Apologies were received from Councillors D Brown; T Forster; W Hensley; and 
S McAdam.  

 
19. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
 There were none.  
 
20. PUBLIC ADDRESS 
 
 Members of the public indicated that they wished to speak, therefore it was 

proposed, seconded and  
 

RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Mr Cooper of Hinchingbrooke, stated that whilst he supported development in 
Huntingdon, there was insufficient infrastructure in the Hinchingbrooke area to 
support new homes. The local school, Cromwell Academy was already 
oversubscribed, and that the County Council had recommended that the 
young children walk to Ambury Road School, 2 miles away, as an alternative. 
Since it was unlikely that parents would allow their young children to walk, they 
would need to drive to Ambury Road, creating more traffic at peak times.  
 
Mr Greenhalgh, supported Mr Cooper’s comments, adding that there were 
problems regularly on the road in/out of Hinchingbrooke which added to the 
traffic issues in the area. It was his belief that new developments shouldn’t be 
considered without sufficient infrastructure in place.  
 
Mr Fuller, echoed these statements, and noted that a petition was signed by 
residents against the proposed development, due to the lack of infrastructure 
(including traffic issues, lack of school places and parking problems). He 
stated that the proposed development would use Christie Drive as an access 
road, however the road already had significant problems with parking on both 
sides of the road, blocking residents drives and drivers were forced to drive 
erratically to miss parked cars.  



Members thanked the residents for their comments and noted the objections, 
concerns and ongoing issues and the effect it had and would have on 
residents lives. Members commented that the developer and/or the planning 
authority needs to focus on developing infrastructure in Hinchingbrooke such 
as new roads, traffic measures and parking restrictions before any new 
development should be considered.  
 
The residents stated that if Persimmon Homes had incorporated more access 
roads, and provision for schools then residents would be more accepting of a 
new development.  
 
Mr Tysoe remarked that on the Hinchingbrooke estate there was currently a 
large hospital, 2 schools (Cromwell Academy 4-11yrs, and Hinchingbrooke 
School 11-18), headquarters of Cambridgeshire Constabulary and a Country 
Park. There was one road onto the estate and one road out.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to reconvene the meeting.  
 

 
21. MINUTES 
 

Copies of the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 13th 
October 2016 (M2) had been circulated following their informal approval by the 
Chairman. It was proposed, seconded and  

 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes and these were duly signed as a correct 
record by the Chairman. 

 
22. RECOMMENDATION FROM COMMITTEES AND SUB-COMMITTEES 

 

In advance of the meeting, Members had been notified of publication of copies 
of the minutes of the Planning Application Panel meetings held on 29th 
September 2016 (M9), 13th October 2016 (M10), and 27th October 2016 (M11) 
(all attached). 
 
For each of these, it was proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED to receive, approve and adopt the recommendations contained 
therein.  

 

23. 16/02347/TELDET REMOVAL OF TELEPHONE BOXES  

 

 Members were advised of BT’s plans to remove 4 telephone boxes from 
Huntingdon. It was proposed, seconded and  

 
RESOLVED to note the information.  

 
24. 16/00304/FUL DEMOLITION OF THE FORMER SCIENCE LABORATORY 

AND ERECTION OF 105 RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS AND ASSOCIATED 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
 Members had before them the amended information submitted by Persimmon 

Homes relating to the above application.  



 Members recommended refusal of the application. Members felt that the 
amendments still did not take into consideration the limited access to 
Hinchingbrooke, or the ongoing traffic issues. The development would only 
exacerbate existing traffic issues. Members felt that the local infrastructure 
should be improved (such as schools, roads and traffic flow) before any 
development should be permitted.  
A Member commented that consideration should also be given to pathways 
which were too small to allow for persons to pass, without stepping into the 
busy road. 

 
25. CONSULTATION ON CAR PARKING CHARGES 

 

 The Town Clerk advised members that Huntingdon Town Council had been 
invited to attend a meeting with Huntingdonshire District Council, to discuss 
car parking charges. The meeting was scheduled for Monday 28th November 
2016, at a time which was convenient for Members wishing to attend. It was 
proposed, seconded and  

 
RESOVLED for Cllrs A Blackwell, J Dyne, S Dyne, S Hassell, P Kadewere, B 
Manning, B Morrell and T Sanderson to attend at 6:30pm on Monday 28th 
November 2016.  

 
26. HUNTINGDONSHIRE DESIGN GUIDE  

  

 Members were invited to review an online draft copy of the Huntingdonshire 
Design Guide (Supplementary Plannning Document). Members stated that the 
document was too large to read online and proposed that the office print off a 
copy (300pages) for Members to view on visiting the Town Hall.   

 
27. BUS SHELTER ON SAPLEY ROAD 

 

 Residents had requested a bus shelter on Sapley Road, near KGV Sapley.  
Members argued that although this was within the remit of Huntingdon Town 
Council to provide, installing a bus shelter in this area would set a precedent 
causing future requests. Members questioned whether Huntingdon Town 
Council owned/ or was responsible for any bus shelters in Huntingdon, the 
Town Clerk advised that there were none. It was proposed, seconded and  

 
 RESOLVED to forward the request to the relevant body, either 

Huntingdonshire District Council or Cambridgeshire County Council.  
 

Clerks note: HTC owned eight bus shelters across the town and these were 
transferred to CCC in 2006. 
Of the two bus shelters in Sallowbush Road, HTC transferred land to CCC to 
provided one and HDC requested HTC contribute 50% of cost, for the 
seconded which is owned by HDC. 

  
 Cllr Mulcahy left at 8:20pm 

 
28. MARKET RELCATING TO HIGH STREET  

  

 Copies of proposed changes to the layout of the market in Huntingdon were 
circulated to Members prior to the meeting. The plans were to move the 
existing market from the market square to the High Street.  

 



 Members argued that moving the market would block the High Street, and 
restrict access for emergency vehicles. Members questioned that continental  
markets could use the High Street. The Town Clerk clarified that the standard 
market on Wednesday and Saturday was run by Huntingdonshire District 
Council, but that the continental markets were arranged by BID Huntingdon.  

 
 The Town Clerk wished to pointed out that as part of the consultation, 

Members were asked to consider any changes to the existing Road Traffic 
Order in place for the High Street and Market Square, with regards to cycling 
and signage. Members commented that the market stall holders were already 
in breach of the Road Traffic Order by leaving their vans parked on the Market 
Square.  

 
 It was proposed, seconded and  
 

RESOVLED to consult the Road Traffic Order and request to see a copy of the 
Market Charter before making any comments, recommendations or 
amendments.  
 

29. DATE AND AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING 

 

The date of the next meeting was noted as 2nd February 2017.  
 

CHAIRMAN 

 
 
 


