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HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

 LEISURE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

 

 
 
A meeting of the Leisure & Community Services Committee was held in the Town 
Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon on Thursday 14th September 2017. 
 

 
Present: Councillors: A Beevor; A Blackwell; T Forster; S Gifford; P 

Kadewere; B Manning; S McAdam; S Mulcahy; and T Sanderson 
(Chairman). 

 
Absent: Councillors: D Brown; J Dyne; S Dyne; L George; B Hensley; A 

Mackender-Lawrence and R Valatka.  
 
In Attendance: Ross Ingham and Kate Pinnock of Ingham Pinnock Associates, 

Jonathan Salt of Ojemba Productions and 4 members of the public. 
 
Clerk’s Note:  Considering members of the public being present regarding agenda 

item 33(ii); an update on the new community centre, the Town Clerk 
requested that the item be moved up the agenda. The Chairman 
agreed to this recommendation and suggested that it be addressed 
after item 28. 

  
25.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies were received from Councillors S Hassell; J Jacobs and B Morrell.  
 
26. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 There was none.  
 
27. PUBLIC ADDRESS 
 
 A member of the public indicated that they wished to address the meeting. It 

was proposed, seconded and  
 

RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting.  
 
The member of the public outlined that their concern was regarding agenda 
item 31(ii); an update on the proposed move of the existing Medway Centre to 
Coneygear Park. The resident urged Members to look at all areas in 
Huntingdon, not just the Oxmoor and suggested that a refurbishment of the 
existing centre would be a better option. 
 
The Chairman thanked the resident for their comments and it was proposed, 
seconded and 
 



RESOLVED to reconvene. 
 
28. MINUTES 
 
 Copies of the minutes of the Leisure and Community Services Committee 

meeting held on 6th July 2017 (M2) had been circulated to Members before the 
meeting, the draft having received informal approval by the Chairman. It was 
therefore proposed, seconded and  

 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes, which were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 
29. PRESENTATIONS 
 

(i) Members received a presentation from Ingham Pinnock Associates 
regarding the proposed Heritage Programme for Huntingdon. A copy of the 
presentation is attached to these minutes as an appendix. 

 
Members were very impressed by the presentation, which finished with a 
question and answer session. 
 
A Member asked what Ingham Pinnock’s track record was with projects 
similar to that they were proposing for Huntingdon. Members were told of a 
number of projects including the towns of Brackley and Dover, both of which 
has gone through a successful grant application process and were nearing 
completion. It was noted that Ingham Pinnock Associates had been 
recommended to Huntingdon Town Council by Brackley Town Council. 
 
Another Member recommended that the Norris Museum be approached as 
‘The Museum of Huntingdonshire’. The Member suggested that the Norris 
Museum had some fantastic collections that could be used as part of 
Huntingdon’s programme and Ingham Pinnock associates agreed fully, 
explaining that they had already held initial meetings with the Norris 
Museum to talk about plans for the Huntingdon programme. 
 
Finally, a Member questioned the cost of providing the programme. Ingham 
Pinnock Associates outlined that the aim was to achieve 90% Heritage 
Lottery Funding and the remaining 10% would come from other grant 
funding streams. 
 
With no further questions, the Chairman gave thanks to Ingham Pinnock 
Associates for their presentation. 

 
(ii) Members received a presentation from Ojemba Productions regarding a 

proposed 5-day production of ‘Oh What a Lovely War’ in November 2018, to 
commemorate the centenary of the end of WWI. A copy of the presentation 
is attached to these minutes as an appendix. 

 
The Chairman gave thanks to Jonathan Salt for an inspiring presentation 
and Members were asked whether there were any questions.  
 
One Member asked whether the event would clash with Guy Fawkes night 
and also how the site would be kept secure over the 5-day period. Jonathan 
advised that there would be a security presence patrolling the site overnight. 
 



Another Member asked whether there would be daytime productions for 
schoolchildren to attend. Jonathan advised that in an ideal world, this would 
be the case, however the vast majority of the cast would all have work 
commitments during the day, so this may not be possible. The Member was 
told that once the cast has been finalised, the feasibility of day time 
performances would be investigated. 
 
With no further questions, the Chairman thanked Jonathan for his time and 
presentation. 

 
30. HEAD GROUNDSMAN  
 

The Head Groundsman started off by highlighting the achievement of 
Huntingdon In Bloom being awarded Gold in the Large Town category, and 
overall winner of the Best Local Authority Display. The Head Groundsman told 
Members that the result was due to a great team effort and that the goal for 
2018 was to achieve Overall Gold. 
 
The Head Groundsman made reference to Groundsman Chris Cowles serving 
30 years at Huntingdon Town Council and gave thanks to Chris for his 
continued hard work. 
 
Members were given an overview of the work force, with the Head 
Groundsman explaining that since the last Leisure and Committee Services 
meeting, there had been one resignation, and another member of the team was 
still on long term sick leave. This meant that for the month of July, the team was 
an extra person short while waiting for a new member of the team to start their 
post.  
 
Members were told that the summer had been extremely busy, not only due to 
reduced staff levels and holiday, but due to the extra work taken on, namely 
grave digging and the County Council grass cutting contract. Since starting 
grave digging in house, a total of 19 graves had been dug. Income was also 
coming in from contracts such as Godmanchester Cricket Club. It was 
estimated that with the extra works being carried out, additional income of 
£50,000 would be made per year. 
 
The Head Groundsman went on to report that plans for 2018 were already well 
underway and that a bedding list for the year was underway. Displays were 
already planned to mark the Centenary of the end of the First World War, 
Shakespeare at the George’s 2018 production and 100 years of the WI. 
Members were told that hearing such positive feedback about the themed 
displays made all the hard work worth it and gave the team enthusiasm to 
continue producing such great pieces of work. 
 
Members were told that the team was carrying out extra work at the weekends 
to keep on top of litter etc. and that this would finish at the end of September. 
From carrying the additional work out, it was more evident that there was a 
problem of drinking and antisocial behaviour in Bloomfield Park. 
 
Finally, Members were given an overview of the works programmed for the 
winter months, namely tree work, repairing and painting benches and installing 
disabled parking bays at the Outdoor Bowls Club. 
 



A Member asked what the needs of the team were considering the amount of 
extra work being taken on, and queried whether the number of vehicles the 
team had was sufficient. The Head Groundsman explained that the team only 
had one vehicle that could tow and that this really wasn’t efficient with the 
number of tasks the team was restricted to doing at any one time. 
 
The Chairman questioned the progress with the Play Area at Dartmoor Drive 
and the Head Groundsman advised that the resurfacing would be carried out in 
Spring 2018, the bin had been installed and that the fence and bench needed 
to be repainted. 
 
The Chairman finished by giving commendation to the Estates Services Team 
for their achievements considering having a 25% reduced work force over the 
busiest period of the year. This commendation was echoed by all Members, 
including members of the public present. 

 
31. MEDWAY COMMUNITY CENTRE/CONEYGEAR PARK 
 

i. Members were referred to a report from the Medway Centre Manager 
with an update on the existing Medway Centre. Members were told that 
the Centre continued to be busy with regular and one-off bookings, with 
income anticipated to exceed the expected income for 2017/18. 
 
The Centre Manager told Members that the maintenance budget for the 
building had already exceeded the budget for the year, due to urgent 
health and safety issues needing to be addressed. It was anticipated that 
further works would be required to fall in line with changes to regulations 
and legislation. 
 
Members were further referred to the section of the report regarding 
activities at Coneygear Park. The Medway Centre Manager explained 
that through grant funding, a series of summer activities had been 
planned during the summer holidays. It was reported that 4 out of the 6 
activities took place, with two being sadly cancelled due to poor weather 
conditions.  

 
As part of the activities, Members were told that 40 residents’ bikes had 
been coded using kits purchased through Cambridgeshire Constabulary. 
The coding was done by volunteers and there had been great feedback 
about the service being offered. 
 
Members were also told that visitor numbers for the Summer Gala were 
higher than ever and that again, feedback from the event had been 
positive.  
 
The Chairman asked whether there were any questions following the 
report and gave thanks to the Medway Centre Manager. 

 
ii. Clerk’s Note: This item was covered as the first item on the agenda after 

item 28 ‘Minutes’. 
 

The Town Clerk referred Members to a report regarding the current 
stage of investigations into a new community centre at Coneygear Park. 
 



Members also had before them, proposed drawings of what the new 
centre could look like.  
 
The Town Clerk explained to Members that if they were content with the 
plans and drawings, these would be available for the public to view as 
part of a two-week public consultation period. It was proposed that 
subject to Members’ approval, this period take place between 18th – 28th 
September 2017. 
 
The Town Clerk recommended that subject to data received through the 
public consultation period, Members approved the commencement of a 
Planning Application document, to be put before the Finance Committee 
for approval. 
 
The Chairman asked whether there were any questions following the 
report. 
 
A Member voiced concerns regarding water settling in the park on the 
area planned for the building and car park. The Town Clerk explained 
that the plans would go to the water authority as part of the planning 
application but that in the interim, advice had been sought that the land 
was suitable for building. 
 
Another Member queried what would happen to the Snack Shack. The 
Chairman explained that the plan would be to house the Snack Shack 
within the new centre, with internal and external serving access. 
Members were told that the existing Snack Shack could be used for 
storage purposes. 
 
Further comments were made raising concerns about the size of the 
footprint on the new drawings. The Town Clerk explained that the 
footprint was no different, only the layout. This was due to changing the 
car park layout. A Member requested that the percentage of the whole 
development be provided in relation to the size of Coneygear Park. 
 
A question was raised about whether there were any regulations for the 
period of public consultation. The Town Clerk told the Member that for 
the purpose of public consultation, there were no regulations, but that 
these would come in at the point of preparing and submitting a Planning 
Application. 
 
A Member asked whether the entrance to the site would be opposite 
Thongsley Fields Primary School. The Town Clerk confirmed that this 
would be the case and that the location had been approved by Highways 
to make car parking available for school drop off and pick-ups for 
increased safety. The Member asked whether a Zebra Crossing would 
be needed, and it was explained that Cambridgeshire County Council 
would be responsible for doing this. A number of Members felt strongly 
about the need for a Zebra Crossing and another Member advised that 
the School had previously applied for a crossing, which had been 
refused. The Member suggested that few parents drove their children to 
school and that most of the parking would be taken up by teachers. 
 
A Member asked for timescales of the project and the Town Clerk 



explained that subject to the two-week public consultation taking place 
and approval to proceed with a planning application on 5th October 2017, 
outline planning would be sought, followed by a full planning application, 
tender documents would be drawn up, contracts would be issued and 
the build could then take place. It was anticipated that subject to no 
delays, the build could be open to members of the public in 8-9 months. 
 
With no further questions, the Chairman invited Members to vote on 
proceeding with the two-week public consultation and subject to the 
comments receive, prepare a planning application to be taken to the 
Finance Committee on 5th October 2017. It was proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED to proceed with the public consultation and planning 
application for the new community centre at Coneygear Park. 
 
7 Members voted for 
0 Members voted against 
2 Members abstained 

 
32. BLOOMFIELD PARK  
 

i. Members had before them a Spending Plan to submit to Huntingdonshire 
District Council for improvements to Bloomfield Park as part of Churchill 
Retirement Living’s contribution to informal green space in Huntingdon. 
The Chairman asked if there were any questions and it was proposed, 
seconded and unanimously 

 
RESOLVED to submit the Spending Plan for improvements to Bloomfield Park. 

 
ii. The Town Clerk explained to Members that there were ongoing problems of 

drinking and anti-social behaviour taking place in Bloomfield Park. Members 
were told that two residents of the former Anglian Water building had reported 
problems to the Town Council after reporting the issues to the Police with no 
response.  

 
The Town Clerk explained that there was currently a Public Spaces Protection 
Order (PSPO) in place to ban street drinking within the vicinity of Huntingdon’s 
Ring Road, but that this was deemed to be ineffective. The Town Clerk further 
explained that one resident had requested the street lights be switched off 
during night time hours, but that this would have implications on the Town 
Council’s insurance cover, should an accident occur while the lights were 
switched off. 
 
The Town Clerk told Members that in light of this issue, along with a number 
of other issues with CCTV, a presentation would be given by Huntingdonshire 
District Council about the new CCTV system that was planned for the district. 
 
The Chairman asked whether there were any questions regarding the issues 
raised. 
 
One Member suggested contacting Chris Stopford and Angie Dickinson 
regarding the PSPO to ask for an update.  
 
Another Member questioned the late Ted Bocking’s memorial bench being 



installed in the park. The Town Clerk explained that once the seat was 
installed, a presentation of the Freedom Scroll could be presented to Ted’s 
family. It was also highlighted that Marilyn Simpson’s retirement gift from the 
Council was to plant a memorial tree in Ted’s memory. 
 
One Member asked whether it would make a difference to move the bench 
locations in the park and the Town Clerk explained that one bench had 
already been removed as a result of daily anti-social behaviour. 
 
A question was asked about PCSOs patrolling the park and the frequency of 
this. It was noted that due to lack of police resource, the frequency of patrols 
was not sufficient to combat the ongoing issues. 
 
Another Member queried whether the park could be closed at night with an 
enforcement in place to stop people from having access. Members felt that 
this wouldn’t be an easy option to enforce. 

 
33. HUNTINGDON IN BLOOM  
 

The Deputy Town Clerk reiterated the fantastic results of the 2017 Huntingdon 
In Bloom campaign, giving thanks to the Estates Services Team, members of 
the In-Bloom Committee, and all groups involved in making the campaign a 
success. 
 
Members were told that projects and activities were ongoing and that additional 
funding streams were being investigated to support future projects. 
 
A Member gave thanks to the Deputy Town Clerk and the Head Groundsman 
for their ongoing efforts in making Huntingdon In Bloom such a success. The 
Chairman and other Members echoed the thanks and appreciation for the 
amount of work spent on achieving a Gold award for Huntingdon. 

 
34. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  
 
 The Chairman told Members that since a feedback meeting with 

Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC), two amendment sessions had taken 
place to make the suggested changes. It was thought that one further session 
would be required in order to address all necessary points.  

 
 Members were further told that once all amendments had been made, the 

updated draft would be presented to HDC again, to ensure that all areas had 
been addressed. After this, a meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Sub 
Committee would take place and the document would be signed off at a 
meeting of the full Town Council. 

 
 It was hoped that subject to the draft being signed off, a further period of 

consultation would take place ahead of going to referendum in Summer 2018. 
 
35. DATE & AGENDA OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The date of the next meeting of the Leisure & Community Services Committee 
was noted as Thursday 9th November 2017.  
 
 



CHAIRMAN 


