
ENV/M3 

HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

ENVIRONMENT SUB COMMITTEE 

 
 
A meeting of the Environment Sub Committee was held in the Town Hall, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon on Thursday 10th October 2019. 
 
Present: Councillors M Baker; P Brown; J Cole; A Diaz; S Gifford; V Hufford; B 

Luckham; S McAdam (Ex-Officio); T Shrapnel; S Sweek (Chairman) 
and K Webb (Ex-Officio).  

 
In Attendance:  Councillors A Blackwell; P Kadewere; P Pearce; T Sanderson; 

and A Sedgwick.  
 
18. APOLOGIES  FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies were received from Councillor C Doyle.   
 
19. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   
 

There were none.  
 

20. MINUTES 
 

Members had before them copies of the minutes of the Environment Sub 
Committee meeting held on 29th August 2019 (M2). It was proposed, 
seconded and  

 
RESOLVED to approve and adopt these minutes and they were duly signed 
by the Chairman. 

 
21. PUBLIC ADDRESS/ADDRESS BY TOWN COUNCILLORS TO SUB 
 COMMITTEE 
 

There was none.  
  
22. BUDGET 2020/21  
 

Members were asked to consider the budget lines that fall under the 
responsibility of the Environment Sub-Committee ahead of setting the 2020/21 
budget. Members had before them a list of suggestions to consider for the 
budget, and were asked to propose any additional ideas.  
 
Members were informed that HTC had scheduled a 1-week trial of a Nissan 
electric van. It was noted that HDC were also going to view the van. The 
normal cost of the van was £38,000, but as the council would be eligible for a 
grant from the government, the cost would be £22,000.  
 
Members were also asked to consider expenses for events including a plastic 
free fair, the costs of green energy/eco cleaning products, recycling bins and 
teracycle bins, and water bottles to go alongside the refill scheme. The Town 
Clerk advised Members that the office had liaised with HDC regarding recycle 
at point bins for the town, and HDC were keen to work together with HTC.  



A Member questioned if the batteries on the electric vehicle would be 
sufficient, and suggested a hybrid may be better. It was explained that on a 
full charge, the van could travel between 110-130 miles, and would be 
sufficient for the short distances travelled by the Estates Team.  
 
Members also discussed the possibility of solar panels and small turbines on 
the council’s properties. It was noted that this would not be possible for the 
Town Hall, due to its listed status, but had been considered for the new 
crematorium and depot sites.  
 
A Member noted that BID Huntingdon were keen to work with HTC on the 
environment projects and suggested working with BID on upcoming 
environment events.  
 
A Member suggested considering the refurbishment of the Town Hall’s water 
fountain in the 2020/21 budget. It was noted that this could be considered, but 
it may be more beneficial to focus on other projects initially.  

 
23. CLIMATE AND NATURE EMERGENCY 
 

Members had before them a guide from Friends of the Earth on 20 actions 
parish and town councils can take on the climate and nature emergency. The 
Chairman noted that a lot of the items on the list were things HTC was already 
doing, or planning to do, and thanked the office for their work.  
 
It was explained that a representative from Friends of the Earth had given a 
presentation at the SLCC national conference. The Town Clerk had discussed 
the climate emergency motion with the representative, and noted that for 
many historic buildings the regulations relating to listed statuses made it 
impossible for the buildings to be carbon neutral. It was noted that NALC, 
SLCC and Friends of the Earth would be taking this to the government and 
campaigning for the legislation to be changed to allow the installation of 
double-glazed windows etc.  
 
A Member noted that the council should be more proactive in challenging 
planning applications for the removal of trees.  
 
A Member suggested that visiting schools could be beneficial to get young 
people involved with the environment projects. It was noted that this should be 
arranged via the office. It was also suggested that any young people 
interested in being involved could be co-opted onto the sub-committee.  
 
A Member stressed the importance of working together with HDC to improve 
recycling in the town. It was suggested that more focus should be on public 
and business recycling rather than just domestic.  

 
24. ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS 
 
 The Corporate Officer gave an update on the following:  

• Organisation regarding the refill scheme was underway, and discussion 
was ongoing to arrange running the refill scheme under the umbrella of 
Huntingdon In Bloom, as the schemes are not generally run by 
councils. It was suggested that when the scheme was underway, the 
eco/plastic free fair could act as a launch event for the scheme.  



• The office had been in contact with the organiser of the Eco Ely 
Facebook page, and planned to seek advice on moderating the page in 
advance of setting up a page for Huntingdon.  

• A meeting had taken place with HDC to discuss partnership working in 
terms of environmental projects. HDC were keen to work together 
moving forwards, and the office was given contacts at HDC who would 
be working on HDC’s environment projects.  

 
Members noted that they would welcome ideas from residents for additional 
environment projects to work on.  

 
17. DATE & AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING 

 
The date of the next meeting was TBC.  

 
 
 

 
CHAIRMAN 


