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HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

 LEISURE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

 

 
 
 
A meeting of the Leisure & Community Services Committee was held in the Town 
Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon on Thursday 17th July 2014. 
 

 
Present: Councillors: A Beevor; A Blackwell; S Cawley; A Cole; T Forster; W 

Hensley; C Hyams; P Kadewere; A Mackender-Lawrence; and P 
Shrapnel (Vice Chairman). 

 
In Attendance:       Youth Councillor Christopher Buckenham.  
  
Absent:  Councillors: S Akthar; C Mackender-Lawrence and R Subhan.  

. 
 
 
22.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies were received from Councillors A Ellington; S Hassell; S Mulcahy; T 

Sanderson; J Sarabia; and K Sumner. 
 
23. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillor Hensley declared an interest under agenda item 8, due to his 

position as a Trustee of the Commemoration Hall. Councillor Beevor declared 
an interest under agenda item 8 as a Trustee of the Commemoration Hall and a 
member of PATCH.  

 
24. PUBLIC ADDRESS 
 

There was none.  
 
25. MINUTES  
 
 Copies of the minutes of the Leisure and Community Services Committee 

meeting held on 5th June 2014 (M2) had been circulated to Members before the 
meeting, the draft having received informal approval by the Chairman. 

 
 It was therefore proposed, seconded and  
 

RESOLVED to approve the minutes, which were duly signed by the Vice 
Chairman. 

 
 
 



26. TOWN CLERK’S UPDATE 
 

The Senior Administrator updated Members on the following: 
 

i. Yellow Lines had been placed in American Lane, which were being 
enforced successfully, prompting interest in placing yellow lines on 
Mayfield Road. 
 

ii. The Cromwell Museum – a letter had been sent to Cambridgeshire 
County Council by the Town Clerk, and a response was received 
advising that final feedback would be given on 9th September 2014. 

 
Members questioned whether yellow lines at Mayfield Road would be beneficial 
and proposed that either the Town Council or County Council investigate how 
this area could be improved, and that the local School should be approached.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed to receive and note the 
Town Clerk’s Update with thanks.   

 
27. PARK MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

The Park’s Manager Dennis Smith was unable to attend the meeting and 
therefore the Senior Administrator reported some updates. The new play 
equipment was in the process of being installed at Bloomfield Park. The Parks 
Manager and Town Clerk had recently visited Coneygear Park and were 
investigating security and facilities at the park.  
 
A Member raised a question as to the maintenance and cutting of ‘whips’, 
which had been gifted to Coneygear Park by RHA, to mark the Queens Jubilee 
in 2012. The Senior Administrator advised that this would be investigated. 
  
It was proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED to accept the Park 
Manger’s Report. 
 

28. MEDWAY CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT 
  

Apologies were received from the Medway Centre Manager, Shilpa Desai-
Sakaldip, who had provided a written report, circulated in advance to Members. 
 
Members were impressed with the Manager’s report, however questioned the 
Section 106 monies. Concerns were raised on whether the monies had been 
received and whether Huntingdonshire District Council would still transfer the 
monies as previously agreed. Members also advised that if HTC was 
considering a multi-use games area (MUGA), then this would need to be 
considered at a public consultation.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED to accept the 
Medway Manager’s Report. 

 
29. ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
 Apologies were received from the Artistic Director and a verbal report was 

given by the Senior Administrator. 
  



 Members were informed that the next production was scheduled for the autumn 
and that the Artistic Director was currently working on a schedule for 2015. 
Members questioned whether there was an update regarding the Artistic 
Director’s transfer to the Commemoration Hall and requested that the Town 
Clerk send an update to all members via email. 
 
It was proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED to accept the Artistic 
Director’s Report and for the Town Clerk to update Councillors regarding the 
transfer. 

  
30. MOOR IN BLOOM 
 

The Moor In Bloom Chairman – Mrs Jill Watkin-Tavener had tendered her 
apologies, and in her absence Councillor A Mackender Lawrence gave a verbal 
report. 
 

 Moor in Bloom had received excellent support on judging day, including 
Deputy Mayor, and two Councillors.  

 There was support from both Huntingdon Town Council and 
Huntingdonshire District Council.  

 At the end of the judging, Judges viewed a presentation featuring all of 
the events across the year, which was greatly received.  

 The Oxmoor Estate looked good as a result of the project, particularly 
the hanging baskets and Coneygear Park, which prompted a thank you 
to the Parks Manager and his staff.   

 The Snack-Shack at Coneygear Park had been noted as a key base for 
community engagement and Cllr A Mackender Lawrence questioned if 
the Town Council was charging to open the shack.  

 
It was proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED to accept the Moor In 
Bloom Report. 

 
31. HUNTINGDON YOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Youth Councillor Christopher Buckenham was invited to give a verbal report to 
the Committee, regarding the activities of Huntingdon Youth Town Council. 
  
The Youth Councillor reported that they had been working to arrange an event 
which would be hosted for 13-18 year olds, in October 2014. They would host a 
games night, where teens could play fun versions of blackjack, roulette and 
poker, and also enjoy ‘Wii’ games over the course of the evening. The event 
was proposed to be held at the Town Hall, and would hopefully encourage new 
members to join the Youth Town Council.  
 
Members were encouraged by the report and also added that Youth Councillors 
could consider showing groups of local teens around the Town Hall, meeting 
the Mayor and potentially showing groups the HCR104fm radio station studios.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED to accept the Youth 
Councillor’s Report with thanks. 
 
 
 
 



32. NEWSLETTER 
 

Members had before them a report by the Senior Administrator regarding the 
Newsletter Working Party meetings held on 12th June 2014 (M1) and 9th July 
2014 (M2). It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED to note the report.  

 
Members questioned a recent complaint made by a member of the public 
regarding the June 2014 delivery of About Town. The Vice Chairman advised 
that Royal Mail had pushed a postcode back a week, thus resulting in late 
deliveries for residents within a certain postcode. Members were advised that 
the issue had been resolved and assurances were given that this would not 
happen again.   

 
33. EVENTS WORKING PARTY 

 
Members received a verbal report from the Events Working Party meeting held 
on 16th July 2014 (M1). Members were advised of the following events and 
activities to Commemorate WWI.  
 

 Monday 4th August 2014 – Declaration of War. Invites had been sent out 
that same day (17th July), with single flowers to be laid at the Thinking 
Soldier Memorial. Members were advised that the Church bells would be 
rung 121 times – although this was not arranged in conjunction with the 
Town Council. 

 Friday 26th September 2014 - An educational day for local schools, being 
held at Commemoration Hall.  

 Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th September 2014 – Marking the outbreak 
of WW1 at Riverside Meadows, with an Evening/Sunset Memorial 
Service (Saturday 27th September) in conjunction with RAF Wyton and a 
subsequent procession to light the Beacon at Castle Hill.  

 The Working Party was starting to work on promotional materials and 
would be advertising in print, on the radio and potentially have television 
coverage.  

 
It was proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED to accept the 
Working Party Report. 

 
34.  ALLOTMENTS 
  

Members received a verbal report regarding the current issues immerging form 
Allotment sites in Huntingdon. The current issues were noted as: 
 

 Bonfires- A tenant had requested that the Council considered allowing 
bonfires as a way of destroying waste.  

 Composting – current composting facilities were being used to dump all 
waste, including non-compostable material such as glass, plastic, metal, 
wood and carpet.  

 Security – following a series of thefts at the Primrose Lane site, the 
Town Council needed to evaluate current security at sites.  

 Tenancy Agreement – the current agreement featured ambiguities, 
which tenants require clarification on. The document also needed 
amending to include various different topics such as laying carpets on 
the plots, and the implications of abuse to Council Staff.  

 Sallowbush Road – Tenants at the site had continued to disregard any 



intervention by the Town Council and the Mayor. This meant that the 
ongoing argument, accusations and childish behaviour had continued.  
 

The Allotments Administrator recommended that these issues be deferred to 
the Leisure Development Working Party and it was proposed, seconded and 
RESOLVED to do so. 

 
35.  SIGNAGE 
 

Members received a verbal update regarding Town Signage in Huntingdon. 
Members had received a written report given to Finance Committee prior to the 
approval of the spending for new signage. Members were asked to consider 
what information they would like on the signage and how the information was to 
be presented. It was suggested that the Twinned Towns be listed in order of 
when they twinned.  
 
Members then received a brief report regarding the installation of ‘brown tourist 
signage’, for places of interest such as Cromwell Museum, and the regulations 
surrounding the installation of these.   
 
It was recommended that the matter be deferred to the Leisure Development 
working Party. It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED to do so. 

 
36.  CCTV IN BLOOMFIELD PARK 
  

Members received a verbal report given by the Vice Chairman, regarding 
security in Bloomfield Park. Following the installation of expensive play 
equipment, it was suggested that the Town Council explore the possibility of 
CCTV in Bloomfield Park.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED that the Vice Chairman and Town 
Council would investigate this, and provide accurate costings for the installation 
and maintenance of the CCTV.  

  
37. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 

 
The date of the next meeting of the Leisure & Community Services Committee 
was noted as 18th September 2014, in the Town Hall, Huntingdon at 7.00pm 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 


