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HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

 LEISURE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

 

 
 
 
A meeting of the Leisure & Community Services Committee was held in the Town 
Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon on Thursday 10th September 2015. 
 

 
Present: Councillors: A Beevor; A Dovans; J Dyne; S Gifford; J Jacobs; P 

Kadewere; B Manning; S Mulcahy; T Sanderson; R Valatka.   
 
In Attendance: Malcolm Lyons on behalf of Riverside Gala 
 
Absent: Councillors D Brown; L George; and S McAdam.  
 
 
29. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 

Apologies were received from Councillors A Blackwell; T Forster; S Hassell; W 
Hensley; A Mackender-Lawrence; and B Morrell. 

 
 
30.  DECALRATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
 There was none. 
 
31. PUBLIC ADDRESS/ADDRESS BY OTHER COUNCILLORS TO COMMITTEE 
 
 There was none.  
 
32. MINUTES 

 
Copies of the minutes of the Leisure and Community Services Committee 
meeting held on 9th July 2015 (M2) had been circulated to Members before the 
meeting, the draft having received informal approval by the Chairman. 

 
 It was therefore proposed, seconded and  
 

RESOLVED to approve the minutes, which were duly signed by the Chairman. 
 
 
33. RECOMMENDATIONS OF SUB COMMITTEES 
 
 Members had before them copies of the minutes of the Newsletter Sub 

Committee meeting held on 21st July; 4th August; and 26th August 2015 (M2,M3, 
and M4), Events Sub Committee meeting held on 4th august 2015 (M2), Play 
Area Sub Committee held on 20th August 2015 (M1), and the Allotment Holders 



Forum held on 26th August 2015. It was proposed, seconded and  
 
 RESOLVED to approve the recommendations in the minutes. 
 
 
34. TOWN CLERKS UPDATE 
 
 The Town Clerk gave a verbal update on the following: 
 

 Work had begun on the Gym Club Car Park – CRB test (test for ground 
firmness) had been declared as good. There was slight contamination 
found, although not sufficient to stop work. The design of the car park 
was approximately 50% completed. The next stage would be for the test 
pits to be dug to perform drainage tests. These tests can be undertaken 
by the Ground staff.  

 The Town Clerk and Deputy Town Clerk had scheduled a meeting with 
Huntingdonshire District Council to discuss Play Area Strategy.  

 
Members thanked the Town Clerk for his update.  

 
35. ALLOTMENTS  
 
 Councillor Sanderson had attended the allotment forum on Wednesday 26th 

August 2015, and wished to raise various points. There were currently vacant 
or unmaintained plots across the sites, which were on occasion causing 
concern and inconvenience to tenants. The Head Groundsman states that 
inspections were completed and tenants had received warnings and eviction 
notices, however the criteria for a cultivated plot was vague.  

 
Another issue raised was that of ‘Green Waste Piles’ which were present on all 
sites. No formal agreement exists between tenant and Council, which states 
that the Council is responsible for clearing the waste piles. It was confirmed that 
removal of these piles is rare as some tenants leave all rubbish on the pile 
which prevents it from being composted or rotivated into the ground. It was 
proposed that a skip could be hired once a year, providing one skip per site, at 
the expense of approximately £200 per skip. This skip could be filled by tenants 
and the Council will agree to remove the skip.  

 
 A Member questioned what was the Tenancy Agreement. It was agreed that a 

blank agreement could be shown to the Member.  
 
 The issue of site security had been raised, and that tenants felt that padlocks 

were insufficient. It was argued that the Council had no obligation to provide a 
locked gate, and that the provision of keys (as suggested by tenants) would be 
an expensive undertaken, as all keys would need to be replaced whenever a 
evicted or leaving tenant vacated a plot.  

 
The Town Clerk informed members that the family of a deceased tenant had 
expressed a wish to retain the plot as a memorial garden, and to install a bench 
on the plot in memory of Mr T Zawalski. As per the rules, the plot must be used 
for the use of cultivating flowers, fruits and vegetables.  
 
The Town Clerk wished to address the issue of vacant plots on North Street 
Allotment Site. At this time no vacant plots were being re-let as the land could 



be needed for burials. Primrose Lane Cemetery has a maximum of 4 years 
(could be less) space left and therefore land must be allocated for a new 
Cemetery. It was recommended that vacant plots on North Street Allotment Site 
be held back, in the event that the land be required. It was important to note 
that no tenants had been asked to leave the site due to need for land.  
It was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to keep plots on North Street vacant, until further notice.  
 
On a separate note it was commented that existing plots were considered large 
and some tenants could find these too big to manage and maintain.  
 
As a result of a successful Lottery Grant application Members were asked to 
consider the installation of 1 WooWoo compostable toilet or the installation of 4 
Eco toilets. Both would cost a similar price. Members agreed that 4 toilets could 
benefit all sites. It was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to install one eco toilet on every allotment site (4 sites/ 4 toilets) 

 
36. HUNTINGDON IN BLOOM 
 

Members were informed that Head Groundsman had met with the Grafham 
Water Lions Club, who had suggested the Grafham Lions crest (2 Lion heads 
either side of crest) as a floral display for 2017 to mark the Lions International 
Centenary.  
 
Members were informed that a 3D display of a Lancaster Bomber was 
proposed for 2016 to make the 100th Anniversary of RAF Wyton being a flying 
base.  
 
As 2018 would mark the end of WW1, the grounds team hoped to create a 
suitable display to mark the occasion.  
 
Members asked whether a flower display could be dedicated to the HM Queen 
Elizabeth’s 90th Birthday in June 2016. Suggestions included a ‘Crown’. The 
Head Groundsman would explore the possibility of a display at the Thinking 
Soldier.  
 
Members questioned who would be co-ordinating Huntingdon In Bloom 2016. It 
was explained that the Huntingdon In Bloom Committee planned to continue 
their work. The Committee consisted of local groups, organisations, charities, 
and was led by ‘programme leaders’ the Deputy Town Clerk and Senior 
Administrator (Officers of Huntingdon Town Council).  
 
A Member questioned whether the Grafham Water Lions would be responsible 
for the cost of the 2017 Lion flower display. The Head Groundsman stated that 
discussions were underway for all involved to contribute to the project (Grafham 
Water Lions, Huntingdon in Bloom and Huntingdon Town Council).  
 

37. RIVERSIDE GALA 
 

Mr Malcolm Lyons presented a brief overview of Riverside Gala to Members. 
He explained that Riverside Gala was built on a consortium of organisations, 
offering an event for a variety of charities to raise money.  Each organisation 



took on roles to assist with the organisation and running of the event. 
Huntingdon Town Council has provided grant money in the past to support the 
event.  
 
Members thanked Mr Lyons for his overview.  
 

38. ROLLING PROGRAMME OF COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

Members received and noted the programme with thanks.  
 
39. HEAD GROUNDSMAN  
 
 The Head Groundsman gave an update of the work of Huntingdon Town 

Council Ground staff. Summer bedding was being removed so that winter 
bedding could be planted. Ground staff were still catching up on summer work 
such as the KGV Cricket Square, following a busy season.  

 
 The Head Groundsman had a number jobs planned for the winter season such 

as: 

 Allotment water troughs and piping to be repaired and/or replaced. 

 Replacing a post at Victoria Square 

 Meeting with a tree contractor to consult on dangerous boughs on a tree 
in Hartford Garden of Rest.  

 Following the success of Coneygear Play Equipment, New Picnic 
benches were purchased and due to be installed. These benches 
included wheelchair access.  

 Ground staff had been trialling a Sunday Morning Littler pick which was 
proving successful and beneficial. Hoped to install more bins in 
Bloomfield Park. 

 Over the season they had experienced staffing difficulties, including the 
Parks Managers retirement, following an operation a staff member had 
been off for 2 months, and staff had pre–arranged holidays. (at any 
given time the Ground staff were down at least 2 members)  

 
Members questioned whether the new bins would be in keeping with the area. 
The Head Groundsman explained that any new bins would match what 
currently existed in the park. A Member wished to note that play areas would 
also be receiving new signage (including Hinchingbrooke Park Play 
Equipment).  
 
The Head Groundsman wished to comment that he had found working with 
Huntingdon Town Council enjoyable and noted that it was good practice and 
productive for the plants to be grown in the Town Council nurseries, rather than 
being bought in ready (as done by Huntingdonshire District Council). 
 
Members thanked the Head Groundsman for his update and his teams 
continued hard work.  

 
The Town Clerk reminded members that the Ground staff team had been 
operating minus 3 staff members during the summer months. 
 
 
 

 



40. MEDWAY COMMUNITY CENTRE & CONEYGEAR PARK 
 

i. Members had before them a written report by Medway Centre Manager, 
who advised that the Medway User Group were hoping to host a 
Valentines Ball.  

 
 Under 3.1 of the report it was noted that since the dead hedgehogs, the park 

had experienced more vandalism- dog mess had been smeared on children’s 
swings. A member of the public had been kind and cleaned the swings. It was 
recommended to members to consider CCTV at the park following the spate of 
criminal acts since taking the park over in 2014.  

 
 2.4 Of the report.  The WREN application has been withdrawn as the Medway 

was unable to provide lease confirmation. The Centre Manager and Deputy 
Town Clerk had attending a funding training event, where WREN 
recommended applying for a higher grant (£50,000) to replace kitchen and 
ceiling, but that a grant should not be submitted until the Centre’s lease is 
confirmed. 

 
 A Member commented that new noticeboards were to be installed. One notice 

board at the Thongsley end, a second noticeboard at the Hartford end, with the 
third noticeboard to be placed at the Snack-Shack. 

 
 A Member questioned the police response to the recent criminal activity and the 

provision of CCTV. The Centre Manager explained that no culprits had been 
caught, and that as police resources were stretched, the constabulary’s 
responses were based on severity. Police Sergeant Murphy had spoken to the 
Centre Manager and explained that CCTV would be costly due to the large size 
of the park.  

 
 It was proposed, seconded and  
 

RESOLVED to thank the Centre manager for her report. 
 

ii. Members had before them a draft Indemnity Agreement for Coneygear 
Park Spending Plan. This was to cover the cost of new play equipment 
and park improvements. It was proposed, seconded and  

 
 RESOLVED to approve the Indemnity Agreement Spending Plan. 
 
41. HUNTINGDON YOUTH TOWN COUNCIL  
 
 In the absence of any Youth Town Councillors, the Administration Assistant 

gave a brief overview of the Youth Town Council. The Youth Council had 
approximately 3 members, with new membership looking unlikely. Members 
were reluctant to engage in activities, and had no social networking knowledge. 
Several events had been scheduled and set up for them, however their lack of 
activity had meant events had to be cancelled. St Neots and St Ives had found 
that Youth Town Council was no longer relevant due to the increase in School 
Council, therefore had stopped their Youth Town Councils.  

 
Members thanked the Administration Assistant for this information.  

   
 



 
42. DATE & AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING 

 
The date of the next meeting of the Leisure & Community Services Committee 
was noted as 12th November 2015, in the Town Hall, Huntingdon at 7.00pm 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 


