
 

 

PAP/M27 

HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS PANEL 

 

A meeting of the Planning Applications Panel was held in the Town Hall, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon on Thursday 15th June 2017.  

 
Present: Councillors A Beevor (Vice Chairman); J Dyne; S Dyne; P 

Kadewere; A Mackender-Lawrence.  
 
In Attendance:  Mr Hugo Haig (Lochailort Investments Managing Director), Mr 

James Croucher (Planning Director) and Mr Steve Mitchell 
(Master Planner/Architect) 

 
Absent: Councillors T Forster and R Valatka 
 
 
 
209. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 

Apologies were received from Councillors S Gifford; S Hassell; B Manning 
and B Morrell.  
 
Clerks Note. Councillors J Dyne and S Dyne served as substitutions.  

 
210. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were none.    
 
211. MINUTES 
 

Copies of the minutes of the Planning Applications Panel meeting held on 11th 
May 2017 (M25) had been published to the website following their informal 
approval by the Chairman. Cllr Kadewere noted that he was listed as absent 
but had submitted apologies and it was agreed this would be amended. 
Subject to the amendment, it was 
 
RESOLVED to approve these as a correct record and they were duly signed 
by the Chairman.  

 
212. PUBLIC ADDRESS/ADDRESS BY OTHER TOWN COUNCILLORS TO 

PANEL 
 
A Member wished to address the panel and it was proposed, seconded and 
RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting.  
 
The Member wished to raise concerns over parking provision on new 
developments and properties in Huntingdon. The existing provision was 
insufficient to cope with the number of cars owned by property owners.  
 



 

 

The Administration Assistant explained that the policy is set by the Planning 
Authority with guidance from the National Planning Policy, therefore concerns 
over parking should be directed to the relevant authority.  
 
A Member also expressed concern over recent news coverage of increasing 
service charge/ground rent charges on leasehold properties.  
 
The Members were thanked for their comments and it was proposed, 
seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to reconvene the meeting.  

 
213. PRESENTATION  
 
 Members welcomed Mr Haig, Mr Croucher and Mr Mitchell from Lochailort 

investments to discuss the proposed development on land between St Johns 
Street and George Street.  

 
 Mr Haig began by explaining that the application for development was with the 

Planning Authority and currently had no objections (from residents, Planning 
authority or statutory consultees). By working with local residents and groups 
such as the Almshouses, during the design stage, concerns were addressed 
early. A letter of commendation on behalf of the Almshouses residents was 
also submitted.  

 
 The application hadn’t received any objections to highways or trees and 

Lochailort were actively working with the HDC Conservation Officer to make 
minor amendments to the external brickwork of the mansion blocks. The 
amendments were to be ‘more Victorian’ and of a period nature in keeping 
with some historical buildings and elements within the town.  

  
 Members questioned the fire safety of the properties and mansion blocks. It 

was explained using floor layouts of various properties that consideration as 
given and that within the mansion block, dry risers would be installed, which is 
in accordance with the property size and fire safety regulations.  

 
 Members were advised that the application was subject to a few minor 

amendments, and these were described as follows:  
  

• Additional amenity balconies and deck areas above parking, which 
would together provide an additional 1000m2 extra amenity space 
across the site.  

• The area opposite the Mansion Block and running along Edison Bell 
Way would be landscaped.  

• A ‘sky gap’ would be created between terraces  

• And amendments would be made to building/s facing onto St Johns 
Street to be more visually in keeping with the street scene.  

• Mansion block will feature more ornate brick detailing on the banding 
and window framing 

• Attention was made to the road design to ensure reduced vehicle 
speeds and to discourage rat -runs. Lochailort was working closely with 
highways.  



 

 

• Road would remain private, rather than adoption by the local authority. 
This means that the management company would be responsible for 
maintaining, servicing and all other road related issues.  

• Alterations would be made to some of the house designs, simplifying 
materials and detailing the  

 
A Member questioned whether emergency services vehicles would be able to 
access the site sufficiently. It was confirmed that consideration had been 
given to ensure that emergency vehicles could access the site, properties and 
commercial units without obstruction or difficulty.  
 
Members were also shown example parking provision such as car ports which 
provided sufficient space for potentially 2 cars. A member suggested a 
charging point for mobility scooter and it was confirmed that all buildings and 
properties would have sufficient storage space to allow for a mobility scooter 
to be parked and charged securely.  
 
The presentation concluded with an overview of the benefits of the scheme 
which included the Town Centre location with close proximity to the high 
street, which was incorporated into the design for pedestrian access to the 
site. The site aimed to encourage walking to local amenities and the use of 
public transport such as trains and the local bus station. The site would be 
developed as a high-density scheme with sufficient, secure and convenient 
car parking, in accordance with the planning authority’s guidelines.  
 
Members thanked Mr Haig, Mr Croucher and Mr Mitchell for their presentation 
and time.  

 
 Clerks note: Cllr Kadewere arrive at 6:21pm. 
 
214. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
  

Members of the Panel considered the planning applications received from 
Huntingdonshire District Council contained in a list dated 15th June 2017 as 
set out on the attached schedule.  

 
215. DECISION NOTICES  

 
The Panel considered the decisions made by the Huntingdonshire District 
Council contained in a list dated 15th June 2017 as set out on the attached 
schedule and it was 
 

RESOLVED to note the decision notices with thanks. 
 
216. DATE & AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 
 The date of the next meeting was noted as Thursday 29th June 2017, at the 

Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon.  
 

CHAIRMAN 


