
ENV/M2 

HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

ENVIRONMENT SUB COMMITTEE 

 
 
A meeting of the Environment Sub Committee was held in the Town Hall, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon on Thursday 29th August 2019. 
 
Present: Councillors: J Cole; S Gifford; V Hufford;  B Luckham; T Shrapnel; S 

Sweek (Chairman) and K Webb (Ex-Officio)  
 
10. APOLOGIES  FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies were received from Councillors P Brown; A Diaz and S McAdam 
(Ex-Officio).  

 
11. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   
 

There were none.  
 

12. MINUTES 
 

Members had before them copies of the minutes of the Environment Sub 
Committee meeting held on 11th July 2019 (M1). It was proposed, seconded 
and  

 
RESOLVED to approve and adopt these minutes and they were duly signed 
by the Chairman. 

 
13. PUBLIC ADDRESS/ADDRESS BY TOWN COUNCILLORS TO SUB 
 COMMITTEE 
 

There was none.  
  
14. TOWN HALL ENVIRONMENT AUDIT  
 

Members had before them copies of the Town Hall environment audit. The 
Corporate Officer explained that the audit had highlighted two main points that 
required action: the use of disposable plastic cups for hirers and Town Council 
events, and the need for recycling bins in the building.  
 
It was explained that HTC provided glasses, cups and plates for hirers to use 
during their booking at no extra cost. The Town Hall terms of hire would also 
be updated to inform hirers that the use of disposal plastics was discouraged, 
and to request that any disposable plastics used should be taken away by the 
hirer at the end of their hire period.  
 
Members were informed that the office was looking into options for recycling 
bins for the HTC venues. It was noted that arrangements would also have to 
made to dispose of the contents of the recycling bins – through either HDC’s 
bin collections or delivering the waste to the local recycling centre.  

 
 
 



15. WATER REFILL SCHEME 
 

The Corporate Officer advised Members that the Town Hall had been 
registered as a water refill point on the Refill app. This meant that members of 
the public would be able to come into the building to ask for their water bottles 
to be refilled.  
 
It was also noted that the Office was looking in to signing up to run a refill 
scheme in Huntingdon. This would involve encouraging other businesses in 
the area to sign up as refill points, promoting the scheme and engaging with 
the community to encourage eco-friendly behaviours. It was noted that the 
refill schemes were not generally run by Councils, so it had been suggested 
that the scheme could come under Huntingdon In Bloom.  
 
Members questioned if there would be any insurance implication for people 
coming into the building to fill their bottles. It was explained that HTC already 
held public liability insurance to cover visitors to the Town Hall, but the office 
would clarify if there would be any impact. The Town Hall’s kitchen also held a 
5* hygiene rating.  
 
Clerk’s Note: The Property & Estates Manager confirmed that the refill point 
would be covered by HTC’s existing insurance.  
 
A Member questioned how members of the public would be able to access the 
Town Hall. It was explained that visitors would ring the buzzer as normal and a 
member of staff would then refill their bottles. It was noted that the refills would 
only be available during the hours the Town Hall was open.  
 
A Member questioned if the water fountain at the side of the Town Hall could 
be reinstated. It was explained that there were issues with the pipes, but that 
the office would clarify if this was a possibility. Members suggested that the 
council could look into a heritage grant to refurbish the fountain.  
 
Clerk’s Note: The Town Clerk clarified that the fountain’s lead pipes would 
need replacing, and as the fountain had listed status, special permission 
would need to be given for any work. This would be a costly process, and was 
not something the Town Council had resources for currently.   

 
16. ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS 
 
 The Corporate Officer gave an update on the following:  
 

• Eco Huntingdon Facebook Page – Members were informed that the 
office had been looking into the Eco Ely Facebook page, which was a 
community page for sharing information on eco-friendly ideas. It was 
suggested that a similar page should be set up for Huntingdon, to 
update residents on the environment projects that the Town Council 
was working on, as well as building a community for sharing 
ideas/projects. Members agreed with the creation of the page but noted 
that it should be moderated properly to avoid misuse/abuse.  

• The office was looking into calculating the carbon footprint for the Town 
Hall, by looking at fuel usage. This would give a starting point to 
measure the impact of the council’s environment projects.  

• The Chairman suggested that HTC could set up an award for eco-
friendly local businesses, and for local residents, to recognise those 
that were getting involved with environmental projects. It was 



suggested that a nominations form could be published in the 
Huntingdon magazine, similar to the Mayor’s Community Shield award.  

• The office had also been researching TerraCycle boxes to recycle 
items that can’t go in standard recycling bins. It was explained that 
there was a range of different box options available, so the office would 
look into which options would be most suited to the Town Hall. It was 
also suggested that other locations for TerraCycle boxes be 
considered, e.g. shops/restaurants, public buildings etc.   

 
17. DATE & AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING 

 
The date of the next meeting was noted as Thursday 10th October 2019 at the 
Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon. 

 
 
 

 
CHAIRMAN 


