
HTC/M2 

 
HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 

 

 
An ordinary meeting of the Town Council was held in the Town Hall, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon on Thursday 26th June 2014. 
 

Present: Councillors;  A Beevor; S Hassell; W Hensley (Mayor); P Kadewere; 
S Mulcahy; J Sarabia; P Shrapnel and K Sumner. 

 
Absent: Councillors S Akthar and R Subhan. 
 
Apologies: Councillors: A Blackwell; S Cawley; A Cole; A Ellington; T Forster; C 

Hyams; A J Mackender-Lawrence; C Mackender-Lawrence and T 
Sanderson. 

 
In attendance: 1 member of the public, Mr Peter Clark. 

 
 

 
1. WELCOME 
 

The Mayor welcomed those in attendance and before the commencement of 
proceedings, invited the Mayor’s Chaplain, Revd Andrew Milton, to say a prayer.   

 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors: A Blackwell; S Cawley; 
A Cole; A Ellington; T Forster; C Hyams; A J Mackender-Lawrence; C 
Mackender-Lawrence and T Sanderson. 

 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were none. 
 
4. MINUTES 
 

Copies of the minutes of the meetings of the Town Council held on 24th April 
2014 (M8), Annual Town Meeting held on 30th April 2014 (ATM/M1) and Mayor 
Making (M1) had been circulated ahead of the meeting. It was proposed, 
seconded and unanimously 
 
RESOLVED to approve and adopt of these minutes and they were duly signed 
by the Chairman. 
 

5. PUBLIC ADDRESS 
 

A member of the public indicated that they wished to address the meeting and it 
was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting. 
Mr Clark initially thanked the Mayor for choosing the Ladybird Trust as one of his 
chosen charities for the year.  



 
He gave further thanks to the Mayor and Town Clerk for the Chairing and 
Clerking of the Annual Town Meeting and for ensuring that the minutes of that 
meeting appeared on the agenda of the next Town Council meeting. He voiced 
his concern that although the minutes appeared on the agenda, they should not 
be approved until the next Annual Town Meeting in 2015. He expressed further 
concerns that no actions from the minutes be deferred until the next meeting. 
 
Mr Clark moved on to comment about the plaque in the Commemoration Hall, 
signifying the opening of the Hall. He requested that the plaque be moved to a 
more appropriate location, where it could be seen by all visitors. Mr Clark was 
advised that he should speak to the Trustees of the Hall regarding the matter. 
 
Finally, Mr Clark questioned Cllr Akthar’s attendance at Council meetings. The 
Town Clerk advised that Cllr Akthar had attended a meeting of the Town Hall 
Project Management Board three weeks ago. 
 
Mr Clark gave thanks to the meeting and it was RESOLVED to reconvene. 
 

6. REPORTS FROM COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 
Cllr Kadewere reported that Huntingdonshire District Council was making 
changes to their communication system by introducing the use of tablets and 
iPads.  
 

7. PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEES 
 
 Members had before them the minutes from: 
 

(i) Leisure & Community Services Committee, 28th May and 5th June 2014 
(M1 and M2) 

(ii) Finance Committee, 28th May and 19th June 2014 (M1 and M2) 
(iii) Planning Committee, 28th May 2014 (M2) 

 
One Member commented that the minutes of the Leisure & Community Services 
meeting from 3rd April 2014 had been deferred at the last meeting. It was 
therefore RESOLVED to put these on the next Town Council agenda for 
approval.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED to approve the minutes under 
points (i) (ii) and (iii). 

 
8. APPROVAL GRANT DELEGATED POWERS TO APPOINT 
 
 The Town Clerk advised members that five candidates had been shortlisted for 

Deputy Town Clerk/Estates Manager interview. Members proposed, seconded 
and it was RESOLVED that the staffing sub-committee panel should be 
delegated the power to appoint the new staff member, following successful 
interview. 

 
 One Member requested that the five shortlisted candidates be invited to a 

reception in the Town Hall, prior to their interviews. This would allow for all 
Councillors to have a chance to meet the candidates prior to selection. It was 



proposed, seconded and RESOLVED to host a reception for interviewees, staff 
and Councillors at 7.00pm on Tuesday 8th July. 

 
 
 9. MEETING CALENDAR ALTERATIONS 

 
Members had before them a revised version of the 2014/15 meeting calendar, 
which had been re-aligned in light of additional meetings required. Members 
were advised that the Recess meeting needed to be moved, there were a lack of 
Finance Committee meetings and finally, no Planning Committee meetings had 
been scheduled.  
 
Cllr Kadewere also serving as a District Councillor asked whether these new 
dates had been cross referenced with those of HDC. The Town Clerk advised 
that there were no clashes for main Committee meetings.  
 
Another Member commented that previously, Planning Committee meetings did 
not appear in the schedule, as they were only called when necessary. The Town 
Clerk advised that by having provisional dates in the diary, it would be easier to 
cancel any unnecessary dates than try to fit a new one in. 
 
It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED to adopt the new meeting calendar 
for 2014/15. 

 
10. ROLLING PROGRAMME 
 

Members had before them an updated version of the Council’s rolling 
programme. Members noted and accepted the programme with thanks. 

 
11. FREEMEN/FREEWOMEN 
 

Members had before them a report for adoption as policy for the appointment of 
Freemen/Freewomen by Huntingdon Town Council. 

 
In light of only 9 Councillors being in attendance at the meeting and two thirds of 
the Council being required to make a decision, the resolution of this item was 
unable to be carried out. It was therefore RESOLVED to defer the item until the 
next meeting. 

 
12. CROMWELL MUSEUM 
 

Members had before them a report by the Town Clerk outlining the options for 
HTC giving support and financial assistance to the Cromwell Museum. Members 
considered the options and one Member proposed that option 2.6.2 was chosen, 
meaning that the ownership of the building would be transferred from County 
Council to the Town Council, with the Town Council maintaining the building and 
leasing it on a peppercorn rent agreement to the Museum Trust.  
 
Another Member suggested that this option be adopted, but be integrated with 
option 2.6.3 initially, meaning that funding would be provided through the means 
of annual grants while the Museum went through the process of becoming an 
independent Trust. Members were in agreement that this would be a sensible 
option, rather than taking over complete ownership of the Museum immediately.  



 
It was therefore proposed, seconded and RESOLVED to integrate the level of 
support and financial assistance given, by adopting options 2.6.2 and 2.6.3 
contained within the report. 

 
13.  MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Mayor reported that there was already so much happening in his new year; 
it was difficult to report on all activities. Members heard that following the 
success of last year’s fundraising; a number of additional people were getting 
involved with the Fundraising Committee. The Chairman of the Fundraising 
Committee advised that 20 fundraising events had already been planned, almost 
doubling the amount from the previous year.  

 
14. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 

To move that the public and the press be excluded from the meeting in 
accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 as 
matters which should be regarded as confidential are to be discussed. 

 
16. READMISSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 
 To move that the public and the press be readmitted to the meeting. 
 
17. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 The date of the next meeting was noted as Thursday 4th September 2014. 
 
 

MAYOR  


