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HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
 

A meeting of the Planning Committee was held in the Town Hall, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon on Thursday 24th October 2019, at 7.00pm. 

 
Present: Councillors: M Baker; A Blackwell; P Brown; J Cole; C Doyle 

(Chairman); S Gifford; V Hufford; P Kennington; B Luckham; P 
Pearce; T Sanderson; A Sedgwick and T Shrapnel. 

 
Absent:  Councillors: A Beevor; A Diaz and P Kadewere. 
 
In Attendance: Rebecca Britton from Urban and Civic (for item 12i) Stuart Orme 

from Cromwell Museum (item 12ii) and 1 member of the public. 
 
 
10. APOLOGIES  
 

Apologies were received from the following Councillors: S McAdam; S Sweek 
and K Webb. 

 
Apologies also were submitted by Councillors A Beevor, A Diaz and P 
Kadewere but as they were not for legitimate reasons, the apologies were not 
approved and the Councillors were marked as absent. 

 
11. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
 There were none.  

 
12. PRESENTATIONS 
 

i. Alconbury Weald - The Chairman invited Rebecca Britton from Urban 
and Civic to give a presentation about the progress of key phase one 
and two of the development of Alconbury Weald. The presentation 
outlined the delivery to date of key phase one and the beginning of key 
stage two, including maps of the development, the section 73 
application, Prestley Country Park and Grange Farm. The Chairman 
asked Members for comments or questions. 

 
A Member queried whether the pedestrian link from Sapley Road to 
Green End including the link over the bypass could be improved. It was 
advised that a new bridleway would be created to link up existing 
bridleways to improve accessibility. It was noted there were difficulties 
in establishing the owners to the existing links and it was being 
investigated. 
 
A Member queried what the retail offering would be at Alconbury Weald, 
as the additional housing could put strain on the town centre. It was 
advised that the footprint of the retail building at Alconbury Weald was 
capped, it was noted that complimenting the retail offering of 



Huntingdon town was a priority. Members would be consulted at the 
next stage of the project. 
 
A Member queried comments from Stukeley Parish Council that the 
country park was reduced in size from the original plans. It was advised 
that it was a wide assumption that the country park had been reduced 
in size, however there was a need for more housing and sustainable 
living in the area.   
 
The latest newsletter and application guides were available for 
Members. 
 
The Chairman thanked Rebecca Britton for her presentation. 

 
ii. Cromwell Museum – The Chairman invited the Curator of Cromwell 

Museum, Stuart Orme, to give a presentation about the refurbishment 
of the museum and the temporary exhibition in the Town Hall. The 
presentation outlined the improvements to the museum, including new 
accessible exhibition cabinets, interactive displays and lighting 
improvements. The key sponsors and partners were noted, and the 
timeline of the work was presented to Members. The Chairman asked 
Members for comments or questions. 
 
A Member queried whether the museum had permission to add a sign 
to the front of the museum to explain the refurbishment procedure. It 
was advised that there was a sign on the door of the museum building 
and that when the temporary exhibition was open, an A board with 
information was placed in front of the Town Hall for visitors. It was noted 
that signage in the town for the museum had to be improved. 
 
A Member asked whether the opening date following the refurbishments 
could be included in the next issue of the magazine, it was advised that 
the date was to be confirmed as the patron of the museum, Sir John 
Major, had not confirmed his availability.  
 
A Member praised the Curator for his hard work in applying for and 
receiving the grants for the refurbishment and was pleased with the 
improvements to make the museum more accessible. 
 
A Member queried whether further collaborations with universities was 
possible. It was advised there was huge potential for the educational 
offering of the Cromwell Museum and it was a future project to expand 
this. 
 
The Chairman thanked the Curator for his presentation. 

 
13. PUBLIC ADDRESS 
 
 A Member wished to speak, it was proposed, seconded and 
 
 RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting. 
 

A brief update was given on the progress of the Coneygear Centre. It was 
advised that the utilities took longer than expected, and the application for the 



road closure to complete work on the pedestrian crossing to Thongsley Fields 
School was delayed by Cambridgeshire County Council.  
 
The orders for the furniture for the building could not be placed until the formal 
letters from the grant providers and been received, signed and returned. All of 
the orders for furniture were now completed and it was anticipated that the 
build will be completed early in the new year. 

 
The official opening for the Coneygear Centre was set for Friday 14th February 
2020, and the Mayor’s Fundraising Ball would be the first function at the 
Coneygear Centre on Saturday 15th February 2020. 

 
With no further comments or questions, it was proposed, seconded and 

 
RESOLVED to reconvene. 

 
14. MINUTES 
 

Copies of the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 30th May 
2019 (M1) had been circulated following their informal approval by the 
Chairman. 
 
It was proposed, seconded and  

 
RESOLVED to approve the Planning Committee minutes held on 30th May 
2019 (M1) these were duly signed as a correct record by the Chairman.  
 

15. RECOMMENDATIONS OF SUB COMMITTEES 
 

In advance of the meeting, Members had been notified of publication of copies 
of the minutes of the Planning Application Panel meetings held on: 30th May 
2019 (M25); 13th June 2019 (M1); 27th June 2019 (M2); 11th July 2019 (M3); 
25th July 2019 (M4); 8th August 2019 (M5); 5th September 2019 (M6); 19th 
September (M7) and 3rd October 2019 (M8). 

 
For each of these, it was proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED to receive, approve and adopt the recommendations contained 
therein.  
  

16. ERMINE STREET – BLOOR HOMES 
 

Members had before them a written report about an outline planning 
application from Bloor Homes. It was advised that this development would be 
across Huntingdon’s town boundary and Great Stukeley’s town boundary. The 
locations of the amenities for a community and sports hub, play areas and 
green spaces were discussed.  
 
As the majority of the development would be in the boundary of Huntingdon 
town, it was suggested that the community and sports hub was built within 
Huntingdon’s boundary and the play areas and green space were located 
within the boundary of Stukeley parish. It was noted that Huntingdon Town 
Council would run the community and sports hub if this was agreed. A Member 
suggested that a letter to demonstrate Huntingdon Town Council’s interest was 
submitted. 



  
 It was proposed, seconded and 
 

RESOLVED to send a letter demonstrating Huntingdon Town Council’s views 
on the amenities of the new development. 

 
32. DATE AND AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 

The date of the next meeting was Thursday 23rd January 2020 (if required), 
Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon.  
 

 
CHAIRMAN 

 


