
FIN/M2 

HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
A meeting of the Finance Committee was held at the Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon on 
Thursday 23rd July 2015. 

 
MINUTES 

 
Present:  Councillors: A Beevor; A Blackwell; D Brown; A Dovans; T 

Forster; S Gifford: W Hensley; J Jacobs; P Kadewere; B 
Manning; S McAdam; B Morrell; S Mulcahy; and T Sanderson. 

 
Absent:   Councillor A Mackender-Lawrence 
 

12. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies were received from Councillors J Dyne, L George, S Hassell and R 
Valatka 

 
13.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
 There were none. 
 
14. PUBLIC ADDRESS  
 
 It was proposed, seconded and  
 

RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting for public address. Hannah Hancock from HBAC 
was invited to speak, but the Chairman noted that Hannah would be speaking under 
Item 21 on the agenda. It was therefore proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED to reconvene.  

 
15. MINUTES 

 
The minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 11th June 2015 (M1) had 
been previously circulated and informally approved by the Chairman. Members 
agreed that they were a correct record of the meeting and they were duly signed by 
the Chairman. 
 

16. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM SUB COMMITTEES 
  

Members had before them minutes of the Finance Sub Committee meeting (M1) held 
on 2nd July 2015.  
 
One Member pointed out that they would like to have seen the minutes from the 
Staffing Sub Committee meeting (M1) held on 7th July. It was noted that these 
minutes were not completed in time to be sent out with the agenda, and had not yet 
been approved by the Town Clerk.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and  



 
RESOLVED to accept and approve the recommendations in the minutes and they 
were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 
17. INVESTMENTS 

 
Members had before them a report from the Finance Manager following investment 
advice from CCLA. The Finance Manager provided a verbal summary of the report, 
and invited any questions from Members. 
 
One Member questioned the required notice period to move money out of the 
account. The Finance Manager explained that with the public sector deposit fund, 
money could be moved in an out within one working day with no penalties. The 
property fund would accrue a better rate of interest, but would incur penalties to 
remove any money within the first two years.  
 
A Member asked what the minimum amount required was to open the public sector 
deposit fund. The Finance Manager noted that £25,000 would need to be invested. 
Opening the property fund would require a deposit of over £100,000.  
 
Members questioned whether comparisons had been made with other accounts to 
ensure the account was the most suited to the Town Council’s needs. The Finance 
Manager explained that comparisons had not yet been done, but the public sector 
fund was an improvement on the account currently being used. Comparisons would 
need to be done in the future when the Council put in place an investment strategy.  
 
Members suggested that a committee should be set up to look in greater detail at 
future investments, and noted that this was something that could be implemented in 
the future.  
 
A Member questioned an item in the report that stated that the Members should 
delegate the management of the investment to the Town Clerk and Responsible 
Finance Officer. The Finance Manager clarified that this responsibility would include 
moving funds between existing accounts, and would not include the power to open 
any new accounts.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED that a CCLA deposit fund should be opened with the minimum amount 
of £25,000.  
 
It was also proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED that the management of the investment should be delegated to the 
Town Clerk, Responsible Finance Officer, Chairman of the Finance Committee and 
Vice Chairman of the Finance Committee, and it should be specified that this only 
applied to the existing Town Council accounts.  

 
18. ACCOUNTS 
 

i) Members had before them a report from the Finance Manager outlining the 
Council’s quarterly accounts (April – June 2015). The Finance Manager 
explained that there were some variances in the accounts, but these had been 
explained within the report.  



 
A Member questioned whether the CCTV expenditure outlined in the report 
was linked to the CCTV covered in Item 21. The Finance Manager noted that 
the items were not linked, and the expenditure in the report referred to the 
contribution to the running of the existing CCTV scheme.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and  

 
RESOLVED to accept the report with thanks.  

 
ii) The Finance Manager gave a verbal report on the transfer of accounting 

software from Sage to Omega. It was noted that the Omega software was 
tailored to Town and Parish Councils and would therefore easily be able to 
produce reports showing the necessary information. The Omega software was 
also significantly cheaper than Sage.  

 
The Finance Manager noted that the new software would be implemented the 
following week, and a manual would be produced to explain the software to 
the incoming Responsible Finance Officer. Training would also be available 
from the Accountant.  
 
A Member questioned whether the new software suited the Accountant, and it 
was explained that she currently used Omega. 
 
Members noted the report, and requested that an update on the new software 
be included on the agenda in the September Finance Committee Meeting.  

 
19. MINOR HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS 
 

Members had before them a report from the Deputy Town Clerk on minor highway 
improvement areas in Huntingdon. Members were requested to decide whether an 
application for either of these improvements should be submitted. Members noted 
that the Town Council was already involved in a scheme with Cambridgeshire 
County Council to prevent ‘rat running’ on Great Northern Street. A Member 
questioned whether the Town Council was committed to the Great Northern Street 
scheme, and it was noted that it was. Therefore it was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to defer this item until the next Finance Committee meeting.  

 
20.  NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 

Members had before them a report from the Junior Administration Assistant 
regarding proposed expenditure for the progression of Huntingdon’s Neighbourhood 
Plan. Members were requested to approve the appointment of Hayley Williams of 
Keystone Marketing to work on the Neighbourhood Plan on a basis of two days a 
month plus events, and to approve holding an introductory open evening on 10th 
August.  
 
Members were also requested to approve the submission of an application for the 
Neighbourhood Plan grant. 
 
Members questioned how long the work on the Neighbourhood Plan would take. It 
was explained that the St Neots Neighbourhood Plan had taken just under a year to 
produce, with around 8-10 days of work from Hayley Williams. Members stated that it 



would be beneficial to see the St Neots Neighbourhood Plan before agreeing to work 
with Hayley Williams. Therefore it was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to postpone the date of the introductory open day, and to liaise with St 
Neots before committing to working with Hayley Williams.  
 
It was also proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED that the application for the Neighbourhood Plan grant should be 
submitted.   

 
21. CCTV IN BLOOMFIELD PARK 
 
 Members had before them a number of quotes for the installation of CCTV in 

Bloomfield Park. Hannah Hancock from HBAC was present, and was invited to 
speak. Hannah gave an overview of the CCTV quotes, which ranged from £15 - 
£18.5 thousand, but she noted that these prices were not fixed. It was explained that 
the target areas for the CCTV would be the bandstand, play equipment and 
entrances to the park. The proposed position for the new CCTV would also have a 
view of the ring road traffic lights.  

 
 Hannah noted that funding applications could be put in to BID Huntingdon, Luminus 

and the Community Safety Partnership. It was also explained that the installation of 
the camera would involve a soft dig, and would not affect the pathways.  

 
 A Member asked if it was possible to measure crime in relation to the presence of 

CCTV cameras, and Hannah stated that this is something that would have to be 
presented by the police.  

 
 A Member questioned whether the cameras were monitored 24/7, and it was 

explained that Huntingdonshire District Council monitored the cameras, and in the 
event that no one was monitoring, the motion sensors in the camera would follow any 
activity in the area.  

 
 Members asked whether the proposed positioning of the new camera was the best 

location. It was noted that any position in the park would have an impaired view, but 
would still be an improvement, as the current nearest CCTV camera was at the top of 
Grammar School Walk, meaning once anyone turned into the park, they would then 
no longer be visible to the CCTV.   

 
 Hannah noted that HBAC would be happy to look into more CCTV quotes and 

research any funding available. It was also explained that if the wireless CCTV 
facility was installed in the town, new cameras would be much cheaper. Members 
thanked Hannah, and it was proposed, seconded and  

 
 RESOLVED to look further into the cameras and funding and report back at a future 

meeting. It was also noted that Members would like to see crime figures in the area 
from the police.  

 
22. DATE & AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 
 Members noted the date of the next Finance Committee meeting being Thursday 24th 

September 2015 at 7.00pm in the Town Hall, Huntingdon 
 



 
Chairman 


