
 

 

PAP/M13 

HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 

 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS PANEL 

 

A meeting of the Planning Applications Panel was held in the Town Hall, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon on Thursday 12th November 2015.  

 
Present: Councillors A Beevor (Chairman); T Forster; S Gifford; B Morrell; T 

Sanderson; and R Valatka. 
 
In attendance:  Approximately 15 residents.  
 
Absent:  Councillor A Mackender Lawrence and B Manning.  
                            
 
101. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies were received from Councillors D Brown; and S Hassell. 
Councillor T Sanderson acted as substitution.  
 

102. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were none.  
 

103. MINUTES 
 
Copies of the minutes of the Planning Applications Panel meeting held on 29th 
October 2015 (M12) had been published to the website following their 
informal approval by the Chairman.  It was therefore 
 
RESOLVED to approve these as a correct record and they were duly signed 
by the Chairman.  

 
104. PUBLIC ADDRESS/ADDRESS BY OTHER TOWN COUNCILLORS TO 

PANEL 

 

Members of the public wished to address the panel. It was proposed, 
seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting.  
 
Mr Barnes (resident of Priory Gardens) wished to express his objections to 
planning application 15/01838. Residents had received a letter informing them 
that a café was to be installed at the Masonic Hall, 83 High Street, 
Huntingdon, It was now to be a bar which would be open until 2 am with 
music. Mr Barnes had expressed his concerns to Huntingdonshire District 
Council (Planning Authority). The application was now proposing to have loud 
music until 2am, with close proximity to a carehome. When ‘Cromwells Bar’ 
opened in 1996, there were fights and loud music. If the application for the 



 

 

Masonic Hall was approved, residents were concerned that they could expect 
similar situations.  
 
Mr Wilson (resident of Priory Gardens) stated that he objected to the 
application as the Masonic Hall boundary flat is less than 3 yards from his flat 
and he would be able to hear all activity, especially at 2am. It would be very 
disruptive.  
 
Ms Jane McLeary (Manager of Cromwell Nursing Home , and representative 
of Abbey Healthcare) wished to speak on behalf of Cromwell Home residents. 
The Home has 55 residents, 15 of whom are over 90 years old. These were 
local based residents and had lived in the home for over 20 years. Many of 
them require 24 hour care from the nursing staff at the home. Whilst residents 
and staff understand the need for development and amenities within 
Huntingdon, the Masonic Hall is not a suitable location due to its close 
proximity to residential homes and a nursing home. Cromwell Nursing Home 
now has a specialised Dementia Unit, where loud noises, music and strangers 
would cause patients great distress as they would be unable to understand 
what is going on. Ms Mcleary stated that if she had the choice of which care 
home was best suited for her parents, she certainly wouldn’t choose a home 
next to venue with loud music (in effect a nightclub). If the variations are 
permitted the Cromwell Nursing Home could lose current and future residents, 
and lead to the closure of the nursing home.  
 
Mr Hammond (resident of Priory Gardens) wished to highlight access issues 
for the Masonic Hall as access would be needed through Priory Gardens 
which is a residential area. A recent lorry attempted deliervy to the Masonic 
Hall and caused considerable disruption to residents of Priory Gardens. 
Further  deliveries could cause residents to have cars blocked, making them 
late for work or appointments. On a second note Mr Hammond explained that 
the proposed refuse and recycling compound was outside of his window 
meaning that all smells from food waste and other materials and the noise of 
bottles being disposed of could be disruptive to Mr Hammond’s sleep and 
quality of life.  
 
Mr Incledon-Webber commented that he had a relative in Cromwell Nursing 
Home , and should this application been approved when they were looking at 
appropriate homes, they wouldn’t have considered a property next to a 
‘nightclub’. Mr Incledon-Webber, had seubsequently also purchased Ferrars 
House opposite the Masonic Hall, where they have spent time and money 
creating a home for themselves, and the proposed changes to the Masonic 
Hall would negatively affect the value of their home and any re-sell potential. 
Changing the Masonic Hall to a late night music venue could  result in 
drunken persons leaving the venue in the early hours shouting, vomiting, 
fighting and spilling drinks/food. The area surrounding the Masonic Hall 
including the closed churchyard (next to the Darjeeling) could become an 
eyesore with rubbish and other detritus.  

 
Mr Barrow was the last resident to speak and he explaned that the original 
application had been granted with 7 conditions. Conditon 3 – 7 were relevant 
and would affect neighbouring properties and residents. The opening hours 
originally permitted would have been suitable for a café, 9am til 5pm. No 
amplified music again would be suitable for what the application originally 



 

 

proposed (café) and wouldn’t have any siginificant impact on residents. The 
final relevant condition (7) referred to no storage of food or waste on site, 
which suited the original application where all waste material was to be 
transferred to the Darjeeling restaurant’s bin storage which would be have 
been suitable and preferable.  
 
Members thanked residents for their comments and it was  
 
RESOLVED to reconvene the meeting.  
 

105. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

  
Members of the Panel considered the planning applications received from the 
Huntingdonshire District Council contained in a list dated 12th November 2015 
as set out on the attached schedule.  

 
106. DECISION NOTICES  

 
The Panel considered the decisions made by the Huntingdonshire District 
Council contained in a list dated 12th November 2015 as set out on the 
attached schedule and it was 
 

RESOLVED to note these with thanks.  
 
107. NOTIFICATION OF APPEAL   

 
Members had before them a copy of the Notice of Appeal for planning 
Application 15/00477/FUL on behalf of Maple Developments. It was proposed, 
seconded and  

 
RESOLVED to note the appeal.  

 
108. STREET LIGHTING –UKPN WORK SCHEDULE 
 

Members had before them a copy of the changes to plans for Street Lighting. 
It was proposed, seconded and 

 
RESOLVED to note the changes.   

 
 
109. DATE & AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING 

 
 The date of the next meeting was noted as 26th November 2015, at the Town 

Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon.   
 
 

CHAIRMAN 


