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HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 

 

 
A meeting of the Town Council was held in the Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon on 
Wednesday 20th April 2016. 
 

Present: Councillors: A Beevor, A Blackwell, D Brown, J Dyne, T Forster, S 
Gifford, S Hassell, P Kadewere, B Manning, S McAdam, S Mulcahy, T 
Sanderson, and R Valatka 

 
Absent:  Councillors A Mackender-Lawrence. 
 
In attendance: District Councillor Carter, Matt Chudley, Operations Manager and 

Alastair Merrick, Head of Operations at Huntingdonshire District 
Council. Mr Mark Wimbleton, Kool Events. Sophie Day, Hunts Post.  

  
115. WELCOME 

 

The Deputy Mayor welcomed those in attendance and before the commencement of 
proceedings, prayers were led by Reader R Hough .  

 
116. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies were received from Councillors A Dovans, L George, W Hensley, J 
Jacobs, and B Morrell. 

 
117. PUBLIC ADDRESS 

 

A Member of the public wished to address the Council. It was proposed, seconded 
and RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting.  
 
Mr Mark Wimbleton of Kool Events, wished to speak regarding the proposed ban on 
inflatables on all Huntingdon Town Council land. Whilst it is understandable to ban 
inflatables on certain land, such as the Market Square and areas of hard standing, 
however to ban it across all Town Council land is unnecessary. Mr Wimbleton had 
supported and assisted St Neots Town Council in banning the use of inflatables on 
the Market Square, St Neots.  Mr Wimbleton explained that as long as inflatables are 
erected safely, according to guidelines and are secured sufficiently, and are installed 
on soft ground such as grass, then no problem should occur. To implement a total 
ban is unnecessary. 
 
It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED to reconvene the meeting. 

 
118. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

Councillor D Brown and Councillor P Kadewere, declared an interest in Agenda Item 
126 as Huntingdonshire District Councillors.  



 
119.  REPORTS FROM COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 
 There was none.  
 
120.  MINUTES  

 

Members had before them minutes of the Town Council Meetings held on Thursday 
3rd March 2016 (M10) and Thursday 17th March 2016 (M11).  
 
It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED to approve and adopt these minutes 
and were duly signed by the Deputy Mayor. 

 
121. PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEES 

 

 Members had before them minutes from: 
  
 (i) Planning Committee, 17th March 2016 (M6) 
 (ii) Leisure and Community Services Committee, 31st March 2016 (M6) 
 (iii) Finance Committee, 18th February 2016 (M9) 
 
 It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED to approve and adopt these minutes.  
 
122. TOWN CLERKS UPDATE  

 

 The Town Clerk updated Members on the following: 
 

• The Town Clerk was invited to London to the College of Arms to discuss the 
development of Huntingdon’s crest. The draft Town Crest had been accepted 
and would be sent to the artists to design, a copy of this design would be 
shown to Members for approval in due course.  

• Interviews for the positions of Groundstaff Chargehand and Temporary 
Grounds Operative were conducted on Tuesday 19th April and the results and 
recommendations of the interviews would be presented to the Staffing Sub 
Committee. A shortlist of apprentices had been received and would be 
conducting interviews soon.  

• The Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk and Councillor Morrell had attended the 
SLCC Eastern Region Conference on Wednesday 20th April. It had been an 
informative day, with presentation on useful topics such as devolution. The 
officers had left with many useful contacts and information. Councillor Morrell 
had benefitted from the day learning about the work and responsibilities of 
Councils and Local Government. 

The Town Clerk also commented that the SLCC president and Chief Executive of 
SLCC had expressed their condolences after learning of the passing of Mr Ted 
Bocking, and were pleased to hear of the Town Council awarding him Honorary 
Freeman of the Town.  

 
123. ROLLING PROGRAMME  

 



Members had before them copies of the Rolling Programme and a Programme of 
Civic and Community Events for the forthcoming year.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED to note both programmes.  

 
A Member commented that the spending plan for play facilities had been submitted 
to HDC and were waiting on formal comments. The plan would be adjusted 
accordingly and will be looking to move the Town Council’s plans forward.  
 
Town Clerks note: Councillor Kadewere arrived at 19:11pm.  
 

124. CROMWELL MUSEUM  

 

Members were informed that the trust had received their Trust Registration Number. 
The Lease for the building was currently with Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) 
solicitors, where Leeds Day would be acting on behalf of HTC. Delays had been 
caused as CCC solicitors had waited on receipt of the Trust Registration Number. To 
date the Town Clerk had only received 3 copies of TR1 documentation, HTC 
solicitors had highlighted that key points relating the transfer had been left out such 
as responsibility for searches and access.  
 
The Deputy Mayor had spoken with a Cromwell Museum Trustee who had 
expressed concerned over whether the Museum would close in the interim as the 
process was taking longer than expected.  
 
The Town Clerk advised that the new curator and volunteers were in place and 
ready to start.  
 
A Member recommended that the Town Clerk and Town Councillors speak with 
County Councillors in Huntingdon, to try and move the transfer forward.  
 

125. USE OF INFLATABLES ON TOWN COUNCIL LAND 

 

Members had before them a report detailing the use of inflatables on Town Council 
land. The Deputy Town Clerk explained that earlier this year a child died in an 
incident involving a bouncy castle, and that last year a bouncy castle collapsed 
injuring 2 people. The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) was undertaking an 
investigation of these incidents and would publish the findings in the autumn of 2016.  
 
A Member questioned how the Town Council liable. It was explained that as if the 
equipment if used on Town Council land then the Town Council would be 41% liable. 
This information was provided by Huntingdon Town Council’s insurance provider. 
After the visit to the SLCC Eastern Region conference, the Town Clerk and Deputy 
Town Clerk had confirmed this information regarding liability with alternative 
insurance providers.  
 
Members questioned whether the Town Council currently had a policy on the use of 
inflatables. The Town Clerk explained that there was no separate policy. It was 
advised that the Town Council ban inflatables until the findings and guidance are 
published by the HSE.  



 
It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED to ban the use of inflatables both 
internally and externally on all Town Council property until information and guidance 
is published by the HSE and a policy can be adopted by the Town Council.  
 
Town Clerks note: 12 Members voted in favour, 1 Member abstained from voting.  
 

126. ENVIRONMENTAL MAINTENANCE  

 

Members welcomed Mr Alastair Merrick and Mr Matt Chuddle from Huntingdonshire 
District Council.  

 
Mr Merrick wished to offer an opportunity to HTC to combine green and open spaces 
across Huntingdon and a partnership of services. Members were advised that HTC 
had provided information regarding the costs, commitments and standards of HTC’s 
current grounds maintenance team.  

 
Mr Merrick explained that the operations team at HDC had analysed this information, 
comparing it with HDC’s grounds maintenance team and services. From this Mr 
Merrick estimated that HDC could offer grounds maintenance services to HTC for 
approximately 50p per square metre of land, achieved through altering the frequency 
of when work is undertaken, staffing levels, and level of service provided in some 
areas.  
 
Mr Merrick continued to detail that under the partnership all HTC ground staff with be 
TUPE’d across to HDC. There would a dedicated workforce manager for the 
Huntingdon Area and HDC would be answerable to HTC if Members were unhappy 
with standards of service. Within the TUPE of staff, there would be redundancies to 
reduce staff costs; however pension arrangements would be maintained.  Mr Merrick 
and Mr Chuddle wished to alleviate Members concerns over standards, describing 
the new regime being implemented at HDC to improve standards, improve efficiency 
and lower costs. Any savings made by the partnership would be passed onto HTC, 
which could be used for any future HTC developments or programmes. 
 
Mr Chuddle described some of the ways that HTC could save money through this 
partnership, such as reduced staff costs, use of HDC equipment, and the purchasing 
of bedding plants rather than growing.  
 
A Member questioned whether the partnership would include the transfer of 
cemeteries. Mr Merrick clarifying that the proposal did include HDC taking 
responsibility for cemeteries and potentially the digging of graves.  
 
A Member asked about the quality of HDC services, pointing out some less desirable 
areas of HDC land. Mr Merrick explained that different sites required differing levels 
of service, and that some areas could be left ‘wild’ to encourage more wildlife. HDC 
had addressed the frequencies of work and to what standard work is completed.  
 
The Deputy Mayor asked if HDC had or was currently in any other partnership with a 
Town Council. Mr Merrick confirmed that HDC had an existing partnership with 
Ramsey Town Council, which he acknowledge standards had slipped and that HDC 



was working to improve operations, services and standards. The Deputy Town 
Mayor further questioned if HTC would have a break-out clause as part of the 
Service Level Agreement (SLA). Mr Merrick stated that there would be a break out 
clause, however if HDC had invested in staff and/or equipment to undertake any 
HTC work under the arrangement, then HTC would be responsible for reimbursing 
these costs.  
 
A Member queried the use and transfer of equipment to HDC. Mr Merrick agreed 
that HDC would value all HTC equipment and machinery and would purchase any 
necessary equipment/machinery from HTC.  
 
A Member commented that HTC had to make savings in order to meet financial 
challenges and suggested that a meeting between Officers, Town Councillors and 
HDC.  
 
A Member stated that HTC groundstaff do a fantastic job, and agreed that yes there 
should be some discussion about the proposal, if HTC chose to revert back; HTC 
would not have sufficient staff or equipment and would therefore have expensive 
costs of hiring staff and purchasing relevant machinery. A Member re-iterated this, 
questioning whether HDC would increase the budget after 2/3 years. Mr Merrick 
replied that the budget would be determined through costs and priorities and would 
be done so with HTC.   
 
A Member maintained that they did not support the proposal, and felt that the Town 
Council should be responsible for the spaces within the Town. The Member 
continued to praise the current HTC staff and the standards that they provide, stating 
that a TUPE of staff and reduction in staff levels means that people would lose jobs.  
It was encouraged that the HTC seeks to modernise internally rather than 
transferring to HDC. The Member raised concern over the levels of litter in the town 
and if HDC would be able to match the high standards as set by HTC groundstaff. Mr 
Merrick replied that whilst there was some litter, streets were cleaned in the 
mornings and to the National Standard.  Mr Merrick also acknowledged the value of 
the TUPE staff and that HDC would seek to use them as fully as possible.  
 
After much discussion it was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED that HTC would 
form a working party that would report to the Finance Committee and the Town 
Council, and would also meeting with HDC regarding this proposal, or alternatives.  
 
Town Clerks note: it was recommended that Town Councillors who also represented 
HDC should not be present on the working party. Members who expressed an 
interest in the Working Party were as follows: S Gifford, S McAdam, A Blackwell, T 
Sanderson, A Beevor, S Hassell, R Valatka, P Kadewere.  
 

127. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS   

 

In the absence of the Town Mayor, the Deputy Mayor informed Members that the 
Mayor’s Fundraising were still underway and a bowling event would be hosted on 
Saturday 8th May and a Bingo night was scheduled for Saturday 23rd April 2016 (after 
the Zumbathon)  

 



128. DATE AND AGENDA OF NEXT MEETING  
 

 The date of the next meeting of the Town Council -Mayor Making- was noted as 
Thursday 12th May at 7.00pm. 

 
MAYOR 


