
 

 

MEDIA/M11 
 

 
A meeting of the Media Sub Committee was held virtually via Zoom Video Conference on 
Thursday 6th August 2020 at 6.00pm 
 
Present: Councillors: J Cole; C Doyle; P Kadewere; S McAdam (Ex-Officio); P 

Pearce; T Shrapnel (Chairman) and K Webb (Ex-Officio). 
 
In Attendance:  Councillor V Hufford  
 
Clerks note: Cllrs C Doyle and P Pearce joined the meeting at 6.15pm. 
 
68. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies were received from Councillor S Sweek. 

  
69. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were none. 
 
70. PUBLIC ADDRESS 
 
 There were none. 
 
71. MINUTES 
 

Copies of the minutes of the Media Sub Committee meeting held on 16th July 2020 
(M10) had been circulated, following their informal approval by the Chairman. 

 
It was 
 
RESOLVED that these minutes were a correct record and they would duly signed 
by the Chairman at a later date. 

 
72. HUNTINGDON ISSUE 20 
 

The Chairman invited the Democratic Officer to run through the first draft of 
Huntingdon magazine, Issue 20. 

  
Front Cover – A photograph of the 3D floral display of the 400years anniversary of 
the voyage of the Mayflower was featured. It was noted that the banner would be 
updated to feature Mayor Making and the October round of the Community Grants 
Scheme.  
 
Page 2 – This page included a half page advert and half page editorial on scam 
awareness from Safe Local Trades. It was advised that the current feature was the 
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August update, however a September update may be sent through before the print 
deadline. 
 
Page 3 – This page would contain the contents, The Town Clerk’s welcome 
message and the committee and publisher details. 

 
Page 4 – The first half of the page was allocated for a staff/councillor profile. The 
Chairman suggested that a farewell and good luck message was included to the 
Amenities Officer who was leaving. The second half of the page was allocated for a 
update on COVID-19 for readers. This would be added following the Recess 
Committee on 13th August 2020. 

 
Page 5 – This page included a draft whole page update on Council Business and 
meetings overviews of the video conference meetings. The layout was noted as to 
be finalised, some photographs of the flower displays could be added to break up 
the text. 
 
Page 6 – This whole page was allocated for an update on the Coneygear Centre, it 
could include a write up of the success of the Summer Brunch Club and how the 
local community had been supported since the last issue. 
 
Page 7 – First half of the page included an update on Hinchingbrooke County Park. 
Members requested that the second half of the page was allocated for an article on 
anti-social behaviour at Bloomfield and Coneygear Park. It was advised that the 
article would be proactive and focus on what is being done to combat this issue, 
with requests for the public to report any issues to the Police.  

 
Page 8 – This page included two half page articles, News from the Head 
Groundsman, information on the grant applications for October 2020. A Member 
noted there was some errors in the Head Groundsman Update and was advised to 
email the list of corrections to the Democratic Officer. 
 
ACTION 72.1 – Cllr J Cole to email list of corrections to the Democratic Officer. 
 
Page 9 – This page was featured a quarter page of the Hartford Smiley face, the 
remaining space was to be allocated. Members suggested the following: HDC on fly 
tipping, Shopmobility, Cornerstone Care in Confidence, Civic Society or Youth 
Superstar Awards. 
 
Page 10 – The page was reserved for an article on Remembrance Sunday, it was 
advised that the event was still to be confirmed and required a decision from the 
Members at the Recess Committee on Thursday 13th August. The second half of 
the page was allocated to the Commemoration Hall, to be chased. 
 
Page 11 – The page was reserved for a message from the outgoing Mayor and a 
half page regarding Mayor Making in October 2020.  
 
Page 12 – The first half of this page featured an update from Huntingdon Library. It 
was noted that there may be some changes before the print deadline, depending on 
government guidelines. The second half of the page was to be allocated.  
 
Page 13 – The first half of this page reserved for community content; the second 
half of the page included an article on Town Hall weddings. 



 

 

 
Page 14 – This whole page was reserved for News from Cromwell Museum.  
 
Page 15 – This whole page was reserved for the Christmas Market; this page would 
be confirmed following the Recess Committee.  
 
Page 16 – This page was allocated to community news, an advert from Howdens 
(to be confirmed) and an article on the Civic Carol Service. It was reiterated that a 
decision would be taken soon about Council events in the autumn.  
 
Page 17 – This page was allocated for a half page article from Huntingdon 
Volunteer Centre and community news. 
 
Page 18 – This page would include forthcoming council meetings and forthcoming 
events. 
 
Page 19 – This page would include the standard Who’s Who at the Council.  
 
Page 20 – This page was reserved for an advert. 

 
73. DELIVERIES 
 

Members had before them a detailed report from the Democratic Officer on different 
options for delivery. The report contained the following information: 
 

• Detailed background information on the history of the delivery complaints 
from Members and residents. 

• Background information on three prior reports provided to Members over the 
last year. 

• Budget considerations, including a break down of the costs of the magazine 
design, print and distribution. 

• A comparison between the current delivery provider and two alternative 
options of local distributors. 

• It was noted that Archant were contacted for information on their distribution 
service, more information was pending. 

 
Members were asked to consider the delivery options in the report for budget 
considerations for the next financial year, as there was not enough in the current 
budget to change distributors. It was noted that the 2020/21 budget was reduced, 
due to less advertising revenue during the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 
The Democratic Officer asked for any comments or questions. 
 
A Member commented that the price of the current delivery provider was very 
cheap in comparison to the other providers. 
 
Members had a lengthy discussion on local news agents providing a delivery 
service. The following points were made: 

• A Member had approached a newsagent in Hartford that was very keen to 
provide a service.  

• Members questioned whether news agents would have the reach and 
experience to achieve deliveries all over Huntingdon. 



 

 

• Newsagents may have difficulty hiring local people for delivery jobs, delivery 
is less guaranteed than a professional distribution company. 

• Members suggested linking up a number of newsagents for delivery in 
Huntingdon. There were concerns this may cause confusion and be difficult 
to organise. 

 
A Member queried whether it was possible to trial a newsagent for delivery for the 
September issue, as there was no contract with the current delivery provider. It was 
confirmed this would not be possible due to lack of time to conduct the research 
and negotiations with the newsagents before the print deadline. 
 
Members were advised to manage their expectations on magazine delivery within 
the budget. It was highly unlikely that 100% delivery rate to every resident would be 
achieved within Huntingdon, as the town was ever expanding.  
 
Members agreed to defer a decision until Officers had contacted local newsagents 
to find out more information. It was proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED to do so. 

 
74. DATE & AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING 
  

The date of the next meeting was noted as Thursday 20th August 2020 at via Zoom 
Video Conference Call. 

 

ITEM 
NO. 

ACTION WHO’S 
RESPONSIBLE 

DATE UPDATE 

65.1 Cllr T Shrapnel was 
actioned to write the 
farewell article, 
thanking the 
Amenities Officer. 

Cllr T Shrapnel By 3rd August 
2020 

On-going 

65.2  
 

Cllr S McAdam was 
actioned to write the 
Mayor’s Message. 

Cllr S McAdam By 3rd August 
2020 

On-going 

66.1 The Democratic 
Officer was actioned 
to liaise with The 
Artworks to create a 
detailed report on 
deliveries. 

Democratic 
Officer 

By 6th August 
2020 

Completed 

72.1 Cllr J Cole to email 
list of corrections to 
the Democratic 
Officer. 

Cllr J Cole By 20th August Completed 

 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 


