
LCS/M1 
 

HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

 LEISURE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

 

 
 
 
A meeting of the Leisure & Community Services Committee was held in the Town 
Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon on Thursday 9th June 2016 at 7.30pm. 
 

 
Present: Councillors: A Beevor, A Blackwell, A Dovans, J Dyne, L George, P 

Kadewere, A Mackender-Lawrence, S McAdam, S Mulcahy, T 
Sanderson and R Valatka.  

 
In Attendance: 5 residents of Medway Court.  
 
 
1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies were received from Councillors D Brown, T Forster, S Gifford, S 

Hassell, W Hensley, J Jacobs, B Manning, and B Morrell. 
 
2. APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 

 
It was proposed, seconded and unanimously  

 
 RESOLVED that Councillor S McAdam be appointed Vice Chairman to the 

Committee for the local government year 2016-17. 
 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There was none. 
 
4. PUBLIC ADDRESS 
 
 Members of the public indicated that they wished to address the meeting and it 

was therefore 
 

RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Five residents of Medway Court wished to present their petition ‘Save the 
Medway Centre’. This was following a public meeting (7th April 2016) where 
consultation was given relating to possible changes to the existing Medway 
Centre.  
 
The residents wished to express their concerns that the Medway Centre could 
be pulled down. Residents feared that Councillors were not taking into 
consideration the local community and their commitment to the Medway 
Centre.  



 
They wished to suggest building a new Medway Community Centre on the car 
parking facilities of the existing centre; once the new Centre was opened the 
old Centre could be removed.  
 
Residents also expressed scepticism over costs for the refurbishment or the 
development of a new centre.  
 
The Chairman commented that he understood resident’s concerns and that at 
this stage no proposals or decisions had been made relating to the future of the 
Centre. It was explained that the figures of £800k were used as a comparison 
to Loves Farm in St Neots. Work was still being undertaken to assess the 
extent of works needed to the Medway Community Centre. Members welcomed 
input from local residents, to decide the best solution to ensure the future of the 
Medway Community Centre, therefore a working party would be established 
and representatives would be invited from Medway Court. The Chairman 
thanked the residents for attending the meeting and it was 
 
RESOLVED to reconvene. 

 
5. MINUTES 
 
 Copies of the minutes of the Leisure and Community Services Committee 

meeting held on 31st March 2016 (M6) had been circulated to Members before 
the meeting, the draft having received informal approval by the Chairman. 

 
 It was therefore proposed, seconded and  
 

RESOLVED to approve the minutes, which were duly signed by the Chairman. 
 
6. RECOMMENDATIONS OF SUB COMMITTEES 
 

In advance of the meeting, Members had been notified of publication of copies 
of the minutes of 
 

i. The Newsletter Sub Committee meeting held on 6th April 2016 (M10) 
ii. The Events Sub Committee meeting held on 6th April 2016 (M8) 
iii. The Neighbourhood Plan Sub Committee meeting held on 13th April 

2016 (M6) 
 
For each of these, it was proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED to receive, approve and adopt the recommendations contained 
therein. 
 

7. APPOINTMENT OF SUB-COMMITTEES. 
 

Members were asked to appoint Sub-Committees for the ensuing local 
government year, together with their membership.  It was noted that the Mayor 
and Deputy Mayor would be ex-officio members of all Committees and Sub-
Committees, and the following were proposed: 

  
Media Sub Committee (9) 
The previous committee of 2015/16 Councillors: Mulcahy, Dovans, Dyne, 



Forster, George, Jacobs and McAdam 
 
Councillor Mulcahy wished to leave this committee, with Councillor Kadewere 
filling this vacancy.  

 
Leisure Development Sub Committee (9) 
The previous committee of 2015/16 Councillors: Beevor, Dovans, Dyne, 
Forster, Gifford, Mackender Lawrence and Manning, McAdam, Sanderson  
 
Councillor Dovans wished to leave the committee and Councillor George filled 
this vacancy. 
 
Events Sub Committee (9) 
Councillors: Dyne, Forster, Gifford, Kadewere, Manning, McAdam, Mulcahy 
and Valatka 
 
Councillors Mulcahy and Valatka wished to leave this committee and Councillor 
George was put on the committee to fill one of the vacancies.  

 
The proposals were seconded and it was 
 
RESOLVED that the Sub Committees and their membership be duly appointed. 

 
8. TOWN CLERK’S UPDATE 
  

The Clerk gave Members a number of updates surrounding: 
 

• David Jameson completed his last day with Huntingdon Town Council on 
Tuesday 7th June, a small lunch was held by staff to wish him the best 
for the future.  

• A Staffing Sub Committee meeting was held on Tuesday 8th June, where 
it was agreed that the role of the Estates Manager would be advertised 
externally online.  

• City of Ely Council and Ely Allotment Association had recently visited 
Huntingdon’s allotment sites to see the waterless toilets and were 
grateful for the guidance and knowledge of Hayley Burns and Peter 
Haynes. 

• The Pensioners’ Summer Lunch was hosted on Thursday 9th June 2016 
on the Market Square. It was a successful day, enjoyed by all who 
attended. Thanks were given to Marilyn Simpson and Hayley Burns for 
their work. 

 
9. ROLLING PROGRAMME OF COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 
 The Clerk referred Members to a report of community and civic events for the 

forthcoming year. Members noted the report with no further comments.  
 
10. HEAD GROUNDSMAN 
 
 The Head Groundsman informed Members of the following: 
 

• The new Charge Hand Mr Andrew Buddle had begun work with the 
Estate Services Team at the beginning of June. It was noted that he was 
highly skilled and was working well within the team. 



• The team has started to plant out the summer bedding, including the 3D 
plane display and the crown.  

• Planting had been paused recently so that the bedding plants could be 
watered more efficiently in the Town Council’s greenhouses.  

• The Estate Services Team had over 200 tubs, baskets and planters to 
put out across Huntingdon in the forthcoming week.  

• Litter was increasing as people utilised the parks and open spaces more 
in the summer weather, so the Estate Services Team had increased litter 
picks to Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  

• Cricket season had started and the Estate Services Team were 
preparing the pitch for weekend games.  

• There was an ongoing issue with vandalism at Coneygear Park, some 
children’s play equipment was damaged and Wicksteed Play had been 
contacted about replacement parts and repairs to the outdoor gym 
equipment - the quote was awaited.  
A recently installed new noticeboard at Coneygear Park was smashed 
causing over £800 worth of damage.  

• The rose garden had been planted in Coneygear Park to mark the 
Queen’s 90th Birthday and to launch the In Bloom entry for Huntingdon.  

• A problem had been identified with the wet pore surface around some 
play equipment. A meeting was held with a representative from 
NottsSport to suggest the use of synthetic surfacing (‘carpet’) over the 
wet pore. This would likely be the cheapest option.  

 
Members wished to express thanks to the Estate Services Team for their 
continued hard work and efforts in maintaining the town and the greenspaces, 
with particular congratulations for the work creating the 3D plane display 
(Lancaster Bomber) and the Crown to mark the Queen’s Birthday. The Head 
Groundsman noted that the Estate Services Team had received great feedback 
from members of the public.  

 
Members questioned whether the Estate Services Team would be conducting 
litter picks over the weekends during the summer months. The Head 
Groundsman explained that if demand warranted weekend litter picks, the 
Estate Services Team would undertake the work. 

 
11. MEDWAY CENTRE AND CONEYGEAR PARK 
 
 Members welcomed the Medway Centre Manager who had submitted a written 

report prior to the meeting.  
 
 The Manager gave a brief overview of current activity at the Medway Centre: 
 

• All of the required repair works had been completed following the 
break-in and criminal damage in October 2015.  

• At the recent MUG’s meeting, it had been agreed to reschedule the 
quiz night.  

• The majority of MUG’s members were in support of moving to 
Coneygear Park and a new building.  

• The income for Medway Centre for 2015/16  was £43,000 

• Coneygear Park had experienced more vandalism, which had been 
reported to Police. The local PCSO would be visiting the Centre to 
discuss recent activity and the possibility of more police/PCSO 



patrols in the area.  

• The Snack Shack held the annual Easter event, which received the 
highest attendance for a Snack Shack event to date. A further five 
events had been planned over the summer, including a possible day 
trip to the seaside. The Snack Shack had also been awarded £500 
from Tesco, which would be put towards a double sink.  

• The Coneygear Summer Gala was scheduled for 17th July 2016. The 
event would be supported by The Medway Christian Fellowship and 
The Snack Shack. Various community groups and charities would be 
attending and running stalls on the day, such as Luminus and the 
Polish Saturday School. The event would also have a Play Bus and a 
petting zoo.  

 
A Member commented that there was another event scheduled in the Town on 
Sunday 17th July 2016, concerned this might clash with the Summer Gala. The 
Centre Manager explained that the other event catered to a different audience 
and was scheduled after the Gala date was confirmed.  
 
A Member requested that the Centre Manager aim to supply two previous 
year’s annual income to serve as a comparison. Whilst the Centre Manager 
was unable to provide these figures at the meeting, it was confirmed that 
income had risen annually for the previous two years.  

  
12. MEMORIAL FLOWER BED AND SEAT IN BLOOMFIELD PARK 
 
 Members considered a report recommending the installation of a memorial 

flower bed and bench featuring a theme of ladybird in memory of former Town 
Clerk and Honorary Freeman of the Town, Mr Ted Bocking.  

 
Members had before them designs of the bench and it was proposed, 
seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to approve the installation of a flower bed and bench, 
incorporating a theme of Ladybirds as a tribute to show appreciation of Mr 
Bocking’s service to the Town Council and the Ladybird Boat Trust 

 
13. HUNTINGDON IN BLOOM 
 

Members were informed of the following recent activities of the Huntingdon In 
Bloom Committee and local groups/organisations: 

 

• Raised rose bed planting at Coneygear Park 

• Clearance of the Newtown Centre courtyard, which was sponsored by 
the Huntingdon Grafham Water Lions 

• Ringshill Carehome had taken on an allotment plot, which was 
supported by the Cooperative Group 

• Planting day at Thongsley School  

• 3D floral displays of the Lancaster Bomber and Crown, designed and 
built by Huntingdon Town Council Estate Services Team 

• 2 sunshades installed at Hunters Down Care Home  

• Community litter picks by local groups such as the Girl Guides, at Castle 
Hills and Bloomfield Park 

• Sponsored planters and hanging baskets in the town  

• Best Kept Front Garden Competition was announced 



 
It was also noted that the official judging day for Huntingdon In Bloom would be 
Wednesday 20th July 2016.  
 
Members were told that a spending plan would be submitted to 
Huntingdonshire District Council, to fund projects suitable for Neighbourhood 
Greens.  
 
Members questioned why there was no longer a Huntingdon in Bloom Sub 
Committee, responsible for the coordination of the In Bloom campaign.  
 
The Senior Administrator explained that she and the previous Estates Manager 
had been co-ordinating the In Bloom campaign with the assistance and support 
of two Town Councillors and local organisations such as the WI and Tesco 
Extra Huntingdon.  
 

14. PLAY AREA PROVISION 
  

The Chairman gave a brief update to Members regarding the provision of new 
play areas, assuring them that the process was moving forward. The Estates 
Manager had sent across emails, information and a proposed spending plan to 
HDC. The contracts had now gone out to tender, with a deadline of Friday 1st 
July. The Town Clerk and Chairman would open tenders on Monday 4th July, 
but would require a second Member to attend.  

 
Councillor Dyne agreed to attend the meeting with the Town Clerk and 
Chairman on Monday 4th July 2016.  
 

15. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 
The date of the next meeting of the Leisure & Community Services Committee 
was noted as 7th July 2016, in the Town Hall, Huntingdon at 7.00pm 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 


