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Get into shape with our ....
Little Black Dress C9 Cleanse
Programme
Whether you are looking for a
quick-fix for a special festive
party, or want to kick start a
long-term health regime,
the clean 9 Programme
will help get you on track.
The Clean 9 is a 9-day
nutritional cleansing to
help cleanse your body.
It will help you look and
feel fabulous in time for
the party season.
Call Carol for more info on this exceptional
weight loss programme. 07895 920809

Drop in for a chat
6pm Tuesday evenings
Riverside Pavilion
Riverside Road
Huntingdon. PE29 1WF

FREE
WEEKLY
MEETIN
G

Community Project

Help Needed!
In preparation for the 2018 WWI
commemorations, Huntingdon
Town Council needs your help.

We are planning a number of floral
displays across the town, which we would like to
incorporate a large number of poppies into, and we
need helping hands to achieve this!
Whether they be knitted, felt, clay or plastic, we
would love to see the community coming together in
creating something really spectacular, for all to see
and enjoy.
If you’re part of a business, group or school, an
individual, charity or club, we would love you to be a
part of this project.
The displays will be created in May 2018, and will stay
in place until mid-November 2018.
To find out more, please email Natasha.pierson@
huntingdontown.gov.uk or call 01480 410384 to
discuss how you can be involved.
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From the Town
Clerk’s Desk…

d

f

Welcome to the Winter issue of Town Council quarterly
publication, which I trust you will enjoy reading over the festive
season.

d

Since the last issue, the Anglia In Bloom Awards Ceremony has
been held and the Town was awarded a Gold Medal in the Large
Town Category, along with the Local Authority Award for the
overall best Bedding Schemes – well done to Peter & his team!
Plans are already well advanced for the 2018 entry.

f

Progress continues with the proposed new Community Centre.
Plans were put on display during September and feedback forms
were included in the last issue of ‘Huntingdon’. The consultation
re-emphasised the need for a new centre and additional facilities,
with an overwhelming majority (66%) in favour.
The Cemetery & Crematorium project, along with the new Sports
Hub planning application is listed to be heard on 18th December,
and we are eagerly awaiting a positive outcome.

d

Of Town Council employees, we are sad to see two Medway
Centre stalwarts, Gwen Freeman and John Merrick retiring at
Christmas, they will be greatly missed not only by the Council, but
also the many users of the Medway Centre. We wish them both a
happy and enjoyable retirement.

f f

Looking ahead to 2018 and the two above mentioned projects
proceeding, we also have a series of major events to mark, with an
exciting programme of activities during the year.
December has arrived, the Christmas Market has taken place and
the Festive Lights have been switched on. As Town Clerk, I take
this opportunity to extend to you all the complements of the
festive season, and trust that you have an enjoyable time and find
the opportunity to have some relaxation.

d

- Closer to the People
		
- Local to the People
		
- Cheaper to the People

f

Philip Peacock
Town Clerk

d

The management and production of this magazine is overseen by Huntingdon
Town Council’s Media Sub Committee. The Committee is made up of the
following members:

f

Councillor McAdam - Chairman, Councillor S Dyne - Vice Chairman,
Councillor J Dyne, Councillor Mulcahy, Councillor Kadewere,
and Natasha Pierson.
Design and Print by: The Artworks 01487 842687

Huntingdon Town Council, Town Hall, Market Hill,Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ
Tel: 01480 411883 www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Staff Profile – Carol Rigden
I came to live in Huntingdon 50
years ago, after moving from
London with my family as a
young child. I grew up on the
Oxmoor Estate, attended local
schools and moved 22 years ago
nearer to Town Centre, never
wishing to live anywhere else.
My background and formal
training is in Property Facilities
Management and Health and
Safety Management. I spent
24 years working as a Site
Facilities Manager for an Environmental Research Site.
On its closure I used the opportunity to then broaden my
knowledge and took a position as Facilities and Health and
Safety Manager for a large local composite manufacturing
company. In more recent years I have been working
in Cambridge as an Estates Facilities & H&S Manager

overseeing a large private school estate consisting of 7
school sites. I loved this role but the daily commute to
Cambridge on the A14 was a bit of a challenge.
I joined the Town Council as Properties & Estates
Manager back in November 2016. I have always been
very proud of living in Huntingdon and I love the Town,
so this was a good opportunity for me to give something
back to the local area. I am really enjoying managing and
getting to know the history surrounding the Town Council
Estate Buildings and working with an excellent team of
dedicated staff.
In my spare time I enjoy spending time with my two
children, going to concerts and theatre, gardening, DIY. I
also have a passion for nature health and wellbeing, so I
love networking with others and learning about how we
can promote natural health.
Carol Rigden
Property & Estates Manager

Finance Committee Overview
Huntingdon Town Council operates via three main
Committees, one of which is Finance. The Finance
Committee is responsible for making decisions on any
monetary matters, managing and scrutinising budgets and
agreeing on expenditure for all Council projects. Current
projects being managed by the Finance Committee are:

• The provision of a new crematorium and burial ground
• The provision of a new Community Centre
• The provision of CCTV in Bloomfield Park and Primrose
Lane Cemetery
• The expansion of the Christmas lights scheme in the town
centre to compliment the new retail development

The Finance Committee delegates several responsibilities to five Sub Committees:

Sub Committee

Responsibility

Finance

The Finance Sub Committee works on setting the annual budget and precept level, scrutinising all
areas to provide best value for money for the taxpayer. Meetings are currently taking place to look
at the 2018/19 budget, which will be set in January 2018.

Staffing

The Staffing Sub Committee meets to make any recommendations related to staffing issues.

Lettings

The Lettings Sub Committee reviews all Town Council lease agreements, tenancy agreements, hire
rates for public buildings and purchase rates for allotment and burial plots.

Grants

The Grants Sub Committee meets twice a year to review and recommend awards for community
grant applications received. At a meeting in October, 9 grant awards were made to local
organisations. The next round of applications will be considered in March 2018.

Twinning

The Twinning Sub Committee meets with the Twinning Association to discuss forthcoming twinning
activities, including visits to and from our Twin Towns and the planning of the Twinning Youth
Festival and Art Festival, to take place in 2018.

Each of the above Sub Committee has a different delegated role and puts forward recommendations to be approved
by the main Finance Committee.
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Leisure and Community Services Committee

Huntingdon Town Council is responsible for a number of
leisure and amenity sites in Huntingdon, along with making
decisions about community events, promotion and outdoor
improvements. This aspect of Town Council business is
managed and controlled by the Leisure and Community Services
Committee. Recent outcomes of this Committee have included:
• Progressing with the introduction of a 3-5-year heritage
programme for Huntingdon to promote and make better use
of the amazing heritage that Huntingdon houses. It is hoped
that a grant application will be submitted to the Heritage
Lottery Fund in Spring 2018 to fund the programme.
• Initial support for a 5-night production of ‘Oh What a Lovely
War’ in Huntingdon’s Market Square to mark the Centenary
of the end of the First World War.
• Planning of the 2018 Remembrance Service, including
partaking in the National Beacon Lighting on the evening of
Sunday 11th November 2018.

• Receiving the results of a Gold Award for Huntingdon
In Bloom following a visit from the Anglia In Bloom
judges in July.
• Progression of plans and a pre-application for a new
community centre at Coneygear Park.
• The commencement of installing a dropped kerb and
illuminated zebra crossing outside the Saxongate
Centre.
• The creation of a Spending Plan for improvements to
be made in Bloomfield Park.
• Progressing with the Huntingdon Neighbourhood Plan
after receiving feedback from Huntingdonshire District
Council on the first draft.
• Hosting Huntingdon’s first ever three-day Christmas
Market to tie in with the annual Christmas Lights
Switch On.

The Leisure and Community Services Committee delegates its responsibilities to three Sub Committees:
Sub Committee

Responsibility

Leisure Development
Sub Committee

The Leisure Development Sub Committee meets to consider and recommend the course of action
to be taken with individual community projects and outdoor spaces under the management of
Huntingdon Town Council.

Media
Sub Committee

The Media Sub Committee is responsible for the management of this quarterly publication,
Huntingdon, for the Town Council’s website and for the Town Guide.

Play Area
Sub Committee

The Play Area Sub Committee meets when necessary to discuss any matters in relation to
Huntingdon Town Council’s 20+ play areas. The Committee also considers requirements for
additional play areas in the town.

Neighbourhood Plan
Sub Committee

The Neighbourhood Plan Sub Committee is responsible for the creation of Huntingdon’s
Neighbourhood Plan.

All of the recommendations from these Sub Committees are put forward to the main Leisure and Community Services
Committee to be formally approved.

Planning Committee
Huntingdon Town Council works in conjunction with
Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) on any planning
matters relevant to the Town. The Council also invites
any large scale planning projects that may affect
Huntingdon to come and provide information and
answer queries at meetings of the Planning Committee.
Since September, the Planning Committee has:
• Discussed the housing and employment land
availability assessment for Huntingdon to look at sites

allocated for development and the impact these would have
on each area, making recommendations on whether the sites
should be approved.
• Represented at HDC’s Development Management Committee
to oppose the Demolition of the former science laboratory and
erection of 103 residential dwellings.
• Progressed with pre-application meetings regarding the new
community centre planned for Coneygear Park.
• Continued the planning process for the Crematorium and
Sports Hub facilities on Kings Ripton Road ahead of the
planning application being considered on 18th December 2017

Sub Committee

Responsibility

Planning Sub Committee

To carry out in depth discussions and put forward questions on planning developments
and works relevant to Huntingdon.

Planning Applications panel

To receive and provide comment on any planning applications, works to trees and street
naming relevant to Huntingdon. All comments are submitted to Huntingdonshire District
Council as the Planning Authority.

All of the recommendations and comments made on behalf of these Sub Committees are then put forward to the main
Planning Committee for formal approval.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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News from the Medway Centre
The Medway Centre Christmas Gala
will be on Sunday 10 December
2017 from 10am to 2pm. Father
Christmas will be there on the
day and every child visiting him
will receive a small present.
We’ll have the petting zoo
in our first car park and
they’ll be lots of stalls in
the Hall for you to all visit and
hopefully get some last-minute
Christmas gifts! The Medway
Christian Fellowship will also be
there and will be arranging free craft
activities. As well as all of this, we’ll
have face-painting and delicious
food and drink on sale by the Snack
Shack. An event definitely not to be
missed!
The centre is very busy around
Christmas, but we still do have a
few dates available for hire. Please
do ring me to check for availability
as the centre looks fabulous at
Christmas with all of the amazing
decorations.
For up to date information on
everything we have to offer at
the Medway Centre, along with

all the groups that
hire the centre,
please visit www.
huntingdontown.
gov.uk and click on
community halls.
The picture alongside
this article shows
the popular Cambs Police Boxing
in action at the Medway Centre.
Boxing takes place every Monday
from 6pm to 8pm. It’s only £1 for
juniors (7yrs to 16yrs of age) and
£2 for anyone over the age of 17.
For further enquiries relating to the
boxing class, please phone Mick

Taylor on 01487 773520.
On behalf of myself and the rest of
the team at the Medway Centre,
we wish you all a Happy Christmas
and New Year.
Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Medway Centre Manager

News from Coneygear Park
The picture opposite is of David Williams. Many of you may know David,
but did you know that David regularly volunteers his time to help at Snack
Shack events at Coneygear Park? David, along with Esme Richardson and
all of the other volunteers, are amazing.

Come rain or shine, David attends all Snack Shacks events and helps with
setting up for the event, cleaning and even comes back after the events to
help tidy up and lock the gates. Without David, we would really struggle
to deliver the events. If you have any spare time at all and would consider
volunteering at Coneygear Park, please do get in touch with me. Whether
it’s to help at events, help with running the Snack Shack or keeping the
park litter free, we’d love to hear from you.
Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Coneygear Park Manager
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Thank you, Gwen and John
Many of you will know Gwen Freeman.
Gwen is the Assistant Manager at the
Medway Centre. Gwen started working at
the Medway Centre in 1982 as a volunteer. In
1984, Gwen was asked to take up a paid position, which she
accepted. From 1984 to 1996, Gwen worked at the Medway
Centre, which was then managed by the Medway Association.
In 1996, Huntingdon Town Council took over the running of
the Medway Centre, with Gwen staying on as a valued staff
member. Gwen has therefore worked at the Medway Centre
for the last 35 years.
It will probably come as no surprise to you all, that after many
years of dedicated service, Gwen has now decided to retire and
will be leaving us at the end of this year. Gwen will be missed
so much by everyone and will be a hard act to follow; especially
as she knows the Medway Centre like the back of her hand!
On behalf of myself and Huntingdon Town Council, we
would like to thank Gwen for all of her hard work and loyalty
throughout the last 35 years and wish her a happy, healthy and
enjoyable retirement.

As many of you know, John
Merritt is the evening
caretaker at the Medway
Centre. After 17 years
of service, John will be
retiring this Christmas
and will finally be able
to put his feet up! He’ll be
able to enjoy evenings in with
his lovely wife Vi, instead of coming out and
securing the Medway Centre, which he does
with such pride.
On behalf of myself and Huntingdon Town
Council, we wish to say a huge thank you to
John for his hard work and loyalty during his
many years of service. John has been an integral
member of the team and will be missed by
everyone, including the many hirers who love
and adore John as much as we do.

Don’t be strangers Gwen and John – the door will always be open for you!
Shilpa Desai Sakaldip Medway Centre Manager

Town Hall Weddings

Huntingdon Town Hall’s Autumn Wedding Fair took
place on Sunday 15th October this year.
We had a lovely day meeting lots of brides and
grooms-to-be as they browsed our brilliant
exhibitors, including a magician, magic mirror, florist,
caterer and much more! We’d like to say
a massive thank you to all the exhibitors and
guests that joined us – we hope to see you again
at our Spring 2018 Wedding Fair on Sunday
15th April. For more information, visit www.
huntingdontownwedings.co.uk/wedding-fairs.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Situated on Huntingdon’s historic Market Square,
the Grade II* listed Georgian Town Hall is the
ideal venue for wedding ceremonies and civil
partnerships. Whether you’re looking for a larger
ceremony in our Assembly Room or Council
Chamber, or something a little more intimate and
unique in our
Court Rooms,
our team can
work with
you to give
you a truly
unforgettable
ceremony. To
find out more
about what
we can offer,
or to book
a ceremony
or reception
with us, contact Hayley Burns on 01480 410380 or
email hayley.burns@huntingdontown.gov.uk.
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News from the Head Groundsman
On behalf of myself and the team, I would like to extend a
huge thank you for the congratulations and recognition we
have received from the people of Huntingdon on winning
the Anglia In Bloom Gold Award and the Best Overall Award
for our local flower displays; Shakespeare at the George’s
Pericles and our Desert Island Discs Deck Chair.
It has been wonderful to see how many people enjoy and
take notice of the flower displays around the town. I would
also like to say thank you to the team at the Town Hall and to
our Town Councillors who back us on our project ideas and
inventive flower bed designs.
We are already looking at next year's displays, ordering the
seeds and plant plugs for the summer and looking at how we
can improve further on our 2017 results.
One of the displays we are planning will be in commemoration
of the centenary of the end of the First World War, which I
know most of us have a link to due to our ancestors’ bravery.
My Great Grandfather was killed in France at the Battle of the
Somme. I hope we can do them all proud with our display.
As you read this we will have finished planting the winter
bedding, which means that another year has almost gone by.
We have a full programme of winter work planned; cleaning
up the parks ready for next summer and looking at purchasing
some more large trees to plant on town council land.

We pride ourselves on being a flexible team and this year we
have worked on many different projects. The most recent
we have been involved with was Huntingdon’s Christmas
Market, putting up 16 traditional wooden chalets, which the
Town Council has purchased to bring the first of a three-day
Christmas event to the town. Moving forward, we plan to use
the chalets for events all year round. I hope that those of you
who attended the event will have had an enjoyable time.
From everyone in the team, we hope you have a great
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Peter Haynes
Head Groundsman

Huntingdon In Bloom
Since the last issue of Huntingdon magazine came through
your doors, the results of Anglia In Bloom’s annual
competition have been announced, with
Huntingdon receiving a GOLD!
An award was also received for the best
Local Authority Displays in the region;
namely Shakespeare at the George’s
‘Pericles’, BBC Radio 4’s Desert Island
Discs display, and the Corn Drill display
planted outside Castle Hill House.
The Huntingdon In Bloom team was
thrilled with the results, but is continuing
with its efforts to further enhance the town’s green and
open
spaces, as well as outdoor areas for schools,
businesses and local service providers.
Several projects have taken place across the
town over recent months, including:
• The addition of a large raised planter
outside the Youth Centre on Sallowbush
Road. The photographs alongside this
article show members of Fusion getting
stuck in with the planting!
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• The clearance of a
large overgrown shrub bed in St
Benedicts Court, now featuring seasonal bedding plants
• An 80 metre stretch of daffodil bulbs planted along
Hartford Road, in front of Hunters Down Care Home
• The installation of two new raised planters outside the
NHS Newtown Centre
• Funding towards a steel access ramp into the apiary at
Hinchingbrooke Country Park
• A delivery of winter plants for Hinchingbrooke Hospital’s
courtyard gardens
• The presentation of an RHS kit to Cromwell Academy
and discussions with St John’s Primary School about the
setting up of a gardening club
If you know of any areas in Huntingdon that need some
TLC, please get in touch by emailing Natasha.pierson@
huntingdontown.gov.uk. Alternatively, you might be
interested in getting involved yourself. There are several
activities across the year where volunteers are very much
needed and we can now offer Time Credits for any time
given. Please get in touch to find out how you can be a part
of something.

December 2017

We will remember them
One of the most important dates in Huntingdon Town Council’s
diary is the town’s Remembrance Sunday Service and Parade,
which is organised in conjunction with RAF Wyton.
On Sunday 12th November, hundreds of people lined Huntingdon’s
High Street and the Market Square to pay their respects and
remember those who fought and fell for our Country.
Over 400 individuals from local military and community groups
formed up on the Market Square, along with civic representatives
and the RAF Wyton Voluntary Band. The Wyton and
Brampton Military Wives Choir was also able to attend.
The Service, which took place on the Market Square was
led by the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Chaplain, Reverend
Andrew Milton and RAF Wyton’s Station Chaplain, Padre
Eddie Wynn. Over 40 wreaths were laid during the service,
with the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire, Sir Keith
Pearson, laying the first.
As always, a short Service of Remembrance took place
on the 11th November, represented by members of
the Royal British Legion, Huntingdon Town Council,
Huntingdonshire District Council and members of the
public. The Last Post and Reveille was played on the
bugle by a member of the RAF Wyton Voluntary Band.
Plans are already afoot for 2018, ahead of the nation
coming together to mark the day 100 years ago, when
the sound of silence marked the end of the First World
War. The 11th November 2018 will see an extended Remembrance
Sunday Service, followed by a national beacon lighting at 7.00pm.
It is also hoped that a 5-night production of ‘Oh What a
Lovely War’ will take place on the Market Square in the
lead up to Remembrance Day. Anyone interested in
finding out more about the production should contact
Jonathan Salt by emailing jonathan.salt@ojemba.
com. Alternatively, please contact the Town Council by
calling 01480 410384.
We always urge as many members of the
community to join those paying tribute to the
millions who lost their lives during times of conflict and war,
and would welcome any additional groups, organisations or
charities to be a part of the
2018 commemorations.

Photographs courtesy of : the Hunts Post and Babcock Media RAF Wyton
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Alyce Barber – Community Champion
Tesco Huntingdon Extra
Alyce has worked in the role
of Community Champion at
Tesco Huntingdon Extra for
over the past three years.
Many will have seen Alyce out
and about in Huntingdon and the
local villages engaging with local
community and helping raise much
needed funds for local groups.
Her key role is to act as an
ambassador for the store working
with schools, groups and charities
in a way that brings benefit to
the community by being a good
neighbour.
One aspect of her role is to oversee
the store’s community space and
to carry out various fundraising

activities within store, including
raising funds for Tesco’s National
Charity Partnership.
However, the majority of the
time Alyce can be found around
the town, serving refreshments
at events, engaging with
children and helping them
learn about healthy eating or
carrying out gardening projects
and even helping Father Christmas
at the Christmas Lights Switch On.
Alyce is proud to be part of many
of the town’s groups including
Huntingdon Carnival Committee,
Huntingdon in Bloom and
supporting the Mayor’s Fundraising
Committee. The groups she works
with and the type of support she

offers is varied and no two
days are the same.
However, for the majority of her
time Alyce can be found out and
about in Huntingdon at many key
events and community activities
including working with the Library
Services and supporting groups who
have been recipients of the Bags of
Help Grants.

Citizens Advice Rural Cambs Huntingdon
Free independent confidential expert advice to
help you with your problems
Pathfinder House, St Mary’s Street, Huntingdon, Cambs, PE29 3TN
Drop-in opening hours - 9.30am to 12.30pm Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday
Follow-up appointments for advice, if needed, are only made after a drop-in
or telephone Gateway Assessment

Specialist Services – Money Advise

Appointments offered, on a Thursday, following gateway interview at one of our drop-in sessions
and return of completed Money Advice Pack.

Gateway system

We operate a ‘Gateway’ system, where you will have an initial, short, assessment interview.
A very simple enquiry may be answered at this stage but, for anything
more complex, you will be given an appointment for a full interview.
This will either be later the same day or on another day, in the afternoon.
For advice over the telephone, you can call 0344 245 1292
between 9.30am – 3.30pm Monday to Friday.
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War Memorials Trust supports
Memorial Repair
Huntingdon’s South African War
Memorial was built in 1902. The
memorial is located in a niche within
the boundary railings of All Saints
Church on the High Street and has an
inscription dedicated to the memory of
the Huntingdonshire men who died in
the South African War between 1899
and 1902. The names of the 38 fallen
soldiers can be found on the memorial.
The memorial is a Portland stone
pillar, with an octagonal cupola above,
supported by six columns. The cupola
houses a bronze statue of St. George,
which is a copy of Donatello’s statue in
Orsanmichele, Florence. The cupola is
topped with a glass lantern containing
an electric light with a small cross on the
roof.
Huntingdon Town Council approached
the War Memorials Trust to apply for

a grant towards repairing
the memorial. On top of
requiring a professional clean,
the memorial needs to be
re-pointed, re-guilded and
part of the stone needs to
be re-bedded. The cupola
also requires a protective
lacquer applied to prevent
weathering damage and
corrosion.
The War Memorials Trust
awarded £1,330 towards the
repairs, which will be carried
out in the spring of 2018. This
is fantastic news, and will
mean that the memorial will
be fully restored for members of the public and visitors to see.
For more information regarding Huntingdon’s War Memorials,
please email town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk or call
01480 411883.

Cemetery & Crematorium and
Sports Hub update
Full planning application has been submitted
to Huntingdonshire District Council for the
provision of new Cemetery and Crematorium,
along with a new Sports Hub at Jubilee Park and
adjacent land.
The Cemetery and Crematorium will be built on
approx. 26 acres of land, ensuring that the town has
adequate burial grounds for all denomination into the
future, along with grounds for ashes in both formal
grounds and parkland setting.
Although Jubilee Park is home to both football and
archery, the Town Council are very much aware that
currently there are no facilities within the town to

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

accommodate Rugby, Hockey and Netball, and as
such as part of the Town Council’s Strategy Plan this
major project has been undertaken, this will not only
provide the much-needed additional sports pitches,
and training facilities, but also a Hub Building which
will house changing facilities, along with function
rooms, catering kitchen etc.
All of these facilities are being provided to meet the
growing needs of the residents of the town. Full
funding has already been secured and the Plans
are listed for the 18th December meeting. 2018
therefore will commence with Tender Documents
being issued and the Contractor selected for work to
commence.
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On your own on

Christmas Day?

Join us for Christmas
Day for Lunch and Tea
If you’ll be on your own on 25th December, Churches
Together in Huntingdon and Godmanchester warmly
invite you to join us for Christmas Day lunch and tea.

Where & When?

Lunch will be held at All Saints’ Church on the Market
Square in Huntingdon on Christmas Day.
Guests are asked to arrive at 12:00noon for lunch to be
served at 12.30pm. There will be entertainment after lunch,
followed by tea and coffee at 3.00pm. Should you have any
special dietary requirements, please let us know.

How will I get there?

We will provide for transport for those
who are unable to make their own way.

Would you like to join us?

Whether you would like to receive an invitation, or offer
to give help on the day, please call 01480 381311 / 07786
234571 or email luciliazevedo@hotmail.co.uk
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Cards For Good Causes Multi
Charity Christmas Card Shop
about us ...
Cards For Good Causes Ltd (CFGC) pays
the participating charities at least 70p in
every pound from their card sales, less VAT
payable on the amount retained by CFGC.
The retained amount covers the CFGS's costs
for running the Temporary charity Christmas
Card Shops.
our location
All Saints Church Market Hill Huntingdon
opening times:
Monday 30th October to Saturday 16th
December
Mondays 12 noon to 5:00pm
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00am to 4:00pm Sunday
1:00pm to 4:00pm
+ extra times during the beginning of December

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Christmas Services in
Huntingdon 2017
Huntingdon Town Centre Anglicans
Tuesday 5th December 7.30pm Huntingdon Town
		
Council’s Carol Service at
		
St Mary’s Church
Sunday 10th December 3.00pm Deaf Led CarolService
		
at All Saints’ Church
Monday 11th December 12noon Huntingdonshire 		
		
District Council’s Carol Service
		
at St Mary’s Church
Sunday 17th December 6.30pm Huntingdon Town
		
Centre Anglicans Carols by
		
Candlelight at St Mary’s 		
		Church
Sunday 24th December 4.00pm Crib Service, Journey
		
to the Christ Child at St 		
		
Mary’s Church (dress up as
		
someone on a journey, a 		
		
shepherd, a king, an angel or
		
an animal)
		
11.30pm Midnight Eucharist
		
of Christmas at
		
St Mary’s Church, Broadcast
		
by HCR104fm
Monday 25th December 10.30am Christmas Day 		
		
Eucharist at St Mary’s Church

St Barnabas Church, Medway Road
Friday 22nd December
		
Sunday 24th December
		
		
Monday 25th December
		

3.00pm Crib Service (child
friendly service)
9.15am Holy Communion
3.00pm Traditional Carol 		
Service (9 Lessons and Carols)
9.15am The First Communion
of Christmas

All Saints’ Church, Hartford
Saturday 17th December 4.00pm Carol Service
Sunday 24th December 10.00am BCP Communion
		
3.00pm Nativity
		
11.30pm Midnight
		Communion
Monday 25th December 11.00am Family Communion

Huntingdon Methodist Church
Sunday 9th December
		
		

2.00pm Build a Stable – 		
Crafts, refreshments and the
Christmas story for all ages

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Sunday 17th December 10.15am Nativity Workshop
		
for all ages
		
6.30pm Carols by candlelight
		
followed by seasonal 		
		refreshments
Sunday 24th December 10.15am Christingle Service
		
11.15pm Communion for 		
		Christmas
Monday 25th December 10.45am Christmas Praise
		
(people of all ages are invited
		
to bring a present to show)

Huntingdonshire Community Church
(83a High Street)
Sunday 17th December 10.00am Christmas Festivities
		
with Huntingdonshire 		
		
Community Church – Live
		
animals, carols, café and
		crafts
Sunday 24th December 10.00am Christmas Carol 		
		Service

Medway Christian Fellowship
Sunday 3rd December
10.30am Café Church ‘Advent’
		
at the Medway Centre
		
4.00pm Messy Christmas at
		
the Christian Centre
Sunday 10th December 10.00am Christmas Gala at
		
the Medway Centre
		
4.00pm Schools Joint Carol
		
Service at the Medway Centre
Sunday 17th December 10.30am All Age Carol Service
		
followed by bring and share
		
lunch at the Medway Centre
Sunday 24th December 10.30am Christmas Eve 		
		
Service at the Medway Centre
Monday 25th December 10.00am Christmas Day 		
		
Family Service at the Christian
		Centre

Trinity Free Church, Huntingdon
Sunday 17th December
		
		
Sunday 24th December

10.45am Christmas Young
People’s Service
6.00pm Carols by Candlelight
10.45am Christmas Worship
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Forthcoming
Council Meetings
Please note all meetings commence at 7.00pm and take
place in the Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon PE29
3PJ unless otherwise stated. For further information,
please contact Huntingdon Town Council on 01480
411883 or email town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
Thursday 14th December		
		

Finance Sub Committee
(budget)

Thursday 21st December		 Planning Applications
		Panel
Thursday 4th January 2018		 Planning Applications
		Panel
		 Town Council
		 Finance Sub Committee
		 (budget)
Thursday 11th January 		
		
		

Finance Committee
(budget)
Town Council (precept)

Thursday 18th January		 Planning Applications
		Panel
Thursday 1st February		 Planning Applications
		Panel
		 Leisure & Community
		 Services Committee
		 Planning Committee
Thursday 15th February		 Planning Applications
		Panel
		 Finance Committee
Thursday 1st March		 Planning Applications
		Panel
		 Town Council
Thursday 15th March		 Planning Applications
		Panel
		 Planning Committee
Thursday 29th March		 Planning Applications
		Panel
		 Grants Sub Committee
		 Leisure & Community
		 Services Committee
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Forthcoming Events
Sunday 10th December - Medway Christmas Gala. 10.00am –
2.00pm at the Medway Centre, Huntingdon. Free entry. Come
and meet Santa – each child will get a free present! The Snack
Shack will also be selling food and drink. For more information call
01480 388677 or email Shilpa.desaisakaldip@huntingdontown.
gov.uk
Saturday 16th December - Huntingdonshire Philharmonic
presents Choral and Orchestral Christmas Concert at
Hinchingbrooke Performing Arts Centre – 4.00pm. Tickets from
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/date/411436 or call 01480
375678
Saturday 16th December – Huntingdon Male Voice Choir
Christmas Concert – St Mary’s Church, High Street, Huntingdon
– 7.30pm. Huntingdon Male Voice Choir and Sing2Help team
up once again for a joyful night of singing. Join us for this festive
evening of entertainment to celebrate the spirit of Christmas.
Wednesday 3rd January 2018 – Art Workshop – Using Coloured
Pencils – Huntingdon Library, Princes Street – 10.30am – 1.00pm
or 1.30pm – 4.00pm. Drawing and painting class for beginners
and improvers. All sessions are held in an informal, relaxing
and encouraging manner, with the emphasis very much on
enjoyment! Why not give it a go, you might surprise yourself! £6
per session - tea/coffee included. Places are limited. Please ask
staff at Huntingdon Library, or call 0345 045 5225 to purchase a
ticket. Adult only classes.
Saturday 6th to Sunday 14th January - KD Theatre Productions
Ltd presents The Wizard of Oz pantomime - Hinchingbrooke
Performing Arts Centre. Tickets from £12.50. Box Office: 01353
725026. Visit www.huntingdonpantomime.com for more
information.
Friday 26th January - Bösendorfer Concert Series Matthew
Trusler, violin and Ashley Wass, piano - Hinchingbrooke
Performing Arts Centre, Brampton Road – 7.30pm to 9.30pm.
Matthew has earned a reputation as one of Britain's leading
violinists, receiving critical acclaim for his diverse recordings,
performances with some of the world's great orchestras and
at the BBC 'Proms'. £15.00, student under 21 £5.00 available
from the Hinchingbrooke box office on 01480 375 678 or via the
internet from Ticket Source (booking fees apply).
Thursday 8th February - Pancake Flipathon – Market Square –
11.00am. Come along and partake or spectate in a morning of
pancake madness! All ages and abilities welcome to attend and
enter the famous Pancake Flipathon! For more information, call
01480 410384 or email natasha.pierson@huntingdontown.gov.uk
Saturday 10th February – Hunts Phil Choral and Orchestral
Concert – Hinchingbrooke Performing Arts Centre, Brampton
Road – 7.30pm. Tickets on sale soon - £12.00/£14.00 (students
£6.00/£7.00) from the box office on 01480 375 768 or via the
internet on TicketSource (booking fee applies).
Friday 23rd February - Bösendorfer Concert Series Anna
Tsybuleva, piano – Hinchingbrooke Performing Arts Centre,
Brampton Road – 7.30pm – 9.30pm. We are privileged to be
able once again to host Anna, the 2015 winner of the Leeds
International Piano Competition at the Performing Arts Centre.
£15.00 student under 21 £5.00 available from the Hinchingbrooke
box office on 01480 375 678 or via the internet by searching for
TicketSource (booking fees apply)

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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News from The Mayor of
Huntingdon
SCBU
Visit

Since the last issue of Huntingdon magazine came through
your door, myself and the Mayoress have been extremely
busy! We have held a number of successful fundraising
events and have attended many more in the local
community where we have met more wonderful people.
Below is an overview of some of the things we have been
up to:
• The Cromwell Care Home Awards. It was wonderful to
meet residents in the home and see members of staff
rewarded for their continued hard work.
• Family Day at RAF Wyton. We thoroughly enjoyed
attending this event and meeting RAF families on the
base.
• Fundraising Cheese and Wine Evening. A huge thank you
to Steve and Audrey McAdam for organising the event,
the cheese, venue and the tickets.
Papworth Trust 100th
Anniversary

• Celebrating the 100th
Anniversary of the Papworth
Trust. It was an honour to
meet HRH The Duchess of
Gloucester and learn about
the work of the Trust over
the last 100 years.

• Battle of Britain Sunday
Sunset Service. Another
event that we were honoured to attend.
• A Trip to our Twin
Town Szentendre
for the annual Youth
Festival. It was a huge
shame that children

Szentendre Trip

Szentendre Art Festival

from our local schools were
unable to attend due to last
minute flight cancellations,
but it was fantastic to see
the work of 162 local artists.
Huge thanks to our fantastic
hosts during the stay.
• A Fundraising Bingo
Night at the Medway Centre. Huge thanks to Alyce
Barber from Huntingdon Tesco Extra and Councillor Sarah
Gifford, along with Debbie and Marlene. This was a very
successful evening with the highest attendance yet!
• Macmillan Coffee Morning at Spring Common. A cause
very close to our family and an event we were delighted
to support.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

• Visiting the Special Care Baby Unit and Children’s Ward.
SCBU allows parents to stay close to their young babies
when they are in hospital. It was amazing to see the high
level of care not only for the sick children but for their
families too.
• TK Maxx Store Opening. The new retail development is a
fantastic addition to the town and I enjoyed my interview
with BBC Radio Cambridgeshire to promote the new store
in Huntingdon.
• Churchill Care Home Open Day. This was an exciting
chance to visit one of the new care facilities here in
Huntingdon.
• Huntingdon & District Branch, Royal Naval Association
Trafalgar Dinner. This was held at the Black Bull in
Godmanchester. A wonderful, relaxing evening for all
involved.
• Hosting the 423rd ABG spouses and Air Force spouses in
the Mayor’s Parlour. We had a wonderful afternoon, filled
with conversation, laughter and staging a mock trial in the
old Court Room.
• Attending the Small Steps Halloween and Fun Fireworks
afternoon. It was great to meet the older children of
small steps and their parents.
The group of parents arranged
wonderful crafts, party games
and dancing for everyone to
enjoy.
• St John Ambulance Awards
Evening. It was lovely to see our
local Cadets being recognised for
their dedication to SJA.
Lastly but most definitely not least,
Small Steps party
it was a great honour to represent
the town of Huntingdon at the
recent Remembrance Services. The ceremony at Madingley’s
American Cemetery was extremely poignant, and it was
wonderful to see so many people at Huntingdon’s services
to honour those who lost their lives for us here today.
Councillor Jay Dyne
Mayor of Huntingdon
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On your marks, get set, flip!
Every year, Huntingdon Town Council celebrates
Pancake Day traditions with a morning full of free
pancake fun!
Next year, Pancake
Day falls on
Tuesday 13th
February. With
the date falling
over half term,
we will be
celebrating in
true style the previous
week to allow all schools to
participate!
As always, we will be
looking for contestants to
join in with the spectacular
Pancake Flipathon! Entering
involves flipping your
pancake in a pan with as much style as possible around
the Market Square – but can you make it to the finish line
with your pancake in one piece?!
The Flipathon will take place on Thursday 8th February,
around the boundary of the Market Square, starting at
11.00am and lasting until approximately midday. The
event is completely free and is open to individuals
of all abilities and ages, as well as teams of four for

a Retail Relay. Any speedy flippers
will be instantly
disqualified, as
judging is based
purely on flipping
style and variety!
The event always
kick-starts with
Mayors of local
market towns
taking part in the
famous ‘Chain Gang’
Flipathon! Come
along to see who has
the most flair and
creativity with their
pancake flipping techniques!
Medals will be awarded to those in first and second
place. Everyone who takes part will receive a small
chocolate egg.
There are various ways that you can take part in the
Flipathon; you can collect an entry form from the
Town Council offices at the Town Hall, Market Hill,
Huntingdon, e-mail hayley.burns@huntingdontown.gov.
uk or simply turn up on the day to cheer our entrants
on! Please contact the Town Council before the 2nd
February to let us know if you’d like to enter!

PSPO Consultation
In April 2015, a Public Space Protection Order
(PSPO) was introduced in Huntingdon. The
PSPO was as a result of complaints from
residents, retailers and members of the public
of street drinking and associated anti-social
behaviour in and around the Town Centre.
The Order is for 3 years and expires on the
31st March 2018.
The PSPO prohibits the possession of an open container
of alcohol in the area inside the ring road. It is therefore
an offence under the Order to act in a manner which
causes alarm, harassment or distress as a result of
drinking alcohol.

Council are able to deal with incidents
retrospectively. With the Order soon
to expire, your views are sought on
whether the Order should be renewed
and if so, what it should include.
If you have any comments or
questions regarding the PSPO in
Huntingdon, please contact the Community Protection
and Enforcement Team at Huntingdonshire District
Council by calling 01480 388102, or by emailing
crm_communityprotectionandenforcement@
huntingdonshire.gov.uk

The Order is enforced by Police Officers and PCSOs
and authorised Officers of Huntingdonshire District
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Cambs County Council TAG Project
At Huntingdon Community
Centre, Ambury Road there
are two work based projects
supporting people with learning
disabilities to get into work. The
projects are TAG Bikes and the
Community Garden Project.
TAG Bikes restore and repair old
bikes which are donated to them
and then sell them to the local

community. The Garden Project
maintains the grounds around
the community centre and sells
vegetables and seasonal plants
that the gardeners grow. The
two projects give the workers
opportunities to learn new skills,
including vocational skills to thrive
in a working environment.
These projects are a county wide
initiative to support adults with
learning disabilities into voluntary
positions and employment
opportunities within their local
communities.
To find out more about the Train to Achieve and Gain (TAG) projects,
contact 01480 377697 or look us up on social media:
Facebook @TAGGARDENHUNTINGDON
Twitter @TagBikeHuntingdonCommunity

d f d Stay Well this winter d f d
Winter weather can be seriously bad for our
health. Being cold can aggravate existing
conditions and raise the risk of increased blood
pressure, heart attacks and strokes. However,
there are lots of things you can do to stay well
this winter.
• Get expert advice from your pharmacist
If you start to feel unwell, even if it's a cough or
a cold, don't wait until it gets more serious. Seek
advice on the best treatment from your local
pharmacist.
• Make sure you get your free flu jab
Flu is a highly contagious and can cause serious
complications for at risk groups. Adults over 65;
those with long-term health conditions; children
aged two to eight; carers and pregnant women
may all be eligible for a free flu vaccination – ask
your GP practice today.
• Stock up your medicine cabinet
A well-stocked medicine cabinet can help you

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

treat common winter ailments such as coughs,
colds, sore throats and sickness bugs at home
and will save you going out if you feel unwell.
Ask your pharmacist about essential medicines to
keep at home.
• Keep warm
Keeping warm, both inside and outdoors, over
the winter months can help to prevent colds, flu
and more serious health problems such as heart
attacks, strokes, pneumonia and depression.
• Get the right help
Make sure you're receiving all the help you are
entitled to. Learn how to make your home more
energy efficient and take advantage of financial
schemes to keep up with energy bills.
Visit www.nhs.uk/Livewell/winterhealth/Pages/
KeepWarmKeepWell for details.
For further information
on staying well this winter
visit www.nhs.uk/staywell
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COMMUNITY COLLABORATION

Stukeley Meadows School

One of our four school values is ‘collaboration’ – we
work closely together, as staff and children, within
the building but also work extensively with the local
community on a number of projects. This summer saw
some considerable development of the school site,
focussed on developing our science, technology and
outdoor learning curriculum. Thanks to generous funding
from the Huntingdon Town Council, we had two ‘Science
Shelters built’ – one large shelter, which can house an
entire class (to facilitate demonstrating and investigating
of learning) and
another smaller shelter
for small groups and
individuals. We have
already had regular
‘farm to fork’ and food
technology sessions
within these. Suffice
to say, the children
have loved this!
We also welcomed
a group of HRC

18

students, as part of a Prince’s
Trust team, to redevelop a barren
area of the school grounds into
a growing and garden area. The
transformation has been
incredible – we even
managed to complete our
bottle greenhouse that
had taken us over two
and a half years to build!
Again, the children have
regular sessions in this
area, supported by Carol
Bailey from St Ives Farm Club.
Alongside all of this
collaborative work, we regularly
invite families into school for
our Grounds Mornings to ensure
we can keep our outdoor spaces
safe, tidy and creative. We have
lots more planned so keep
watching this Stukeley-sized
space!

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Who’s Who at the Council
It can sometimes be difficult to decipher which authority
to contact for various queries related to Huntingdon. The
Town, District and County Council all have different areas
of responsibility, which are highlighted below. We hope

East Ward Councillors:
Daryl Brown
Jay Dyne
Sonia Dyne
Stuart Hassell
Bill Hensley
Jeremy Jacobs
Susan Mulcahy
Richard Valatka

West Ward Councillors:
Ann Blackwell
Tanya Forster
Sarah Gifford
Ben Manning
Steve McAdam
Brett Morrell
Tom Sanderson

North Ward Councillors:
Ann Beevor
Leedo George
Patrick Kadewere
Alan Mackender-Lawrence

CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
INDEPENDENT
CONSERVATIVE
INDEPENDENT
LABOUR
LABOUR
LABOUR
INDEPENDENT

this guide proves helpful if you have any specific questions.
Should you wish to contact one of your Huntingdon Town
Councillors, their details are provided below. All Councillors
can be contacted by calling the office on 01480 411883.

Huntingdon Town Council is responsible for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Allotments
Cemeteries and Closed Churchyards
Parks and Open Spaces*
Children’s Play Areas
Sports Facilities and Recreational Grounds
War Memorials
The Town Hall
The Medway Centre
The KGV St Peters Road Depot
Town Twinning
Community Grant Awards
Statutory Consultee for Planning Matters
Civic and Community Events
Community Newsletter – Huntingdon
The Cromwell Museum Building

*HTC is also responsible for maintaining the following Parks
& Open Spaces: Victoria Square, KGV Sapley Road, Hartford
Garden of Rest, Hartford Church Gardens, St Mary’s Church
Gardens, All Saint’s Church Gardens, St John Closed Grounds,
Bus Station Grounds, Sebastopol Cannon Site, Castle Hills,
Jubilee Park, Frenchs Fields, KGV St Peters, Bloomfield Park,
Coneygear Park, Sallowbush II, & Town Sign Green.
Telephone 01480 411883 or visit
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

Huntingdon District Council is responsible for:
•
•
•
•
•

Rubbish Collection
Street Cleaning
Planning and Planning Enforcement
Housing
Housing Improvement Grants

•
•
•
•
•

Environmental Health
Licensing
Elections
Parks and Open Spaces*
One Leisure Centre

•
•
•
•
•

Car Parks
Markets
CCTV
Tax Collection
Standards Board

•
•
•
•

Countryside Services
Building Control
Voluntary Sector
Public Conveniences

*HDC is also responsible for maintaining the following Parks & Open Spaces: Sapley Park, Spring Common, Stukeley
Meadows Local Nature Reserve, Hinchingbrooke Country Park, Riverside Park, Riverside Meadows, Hartford Wood &
Sparrowhawk Way tree belt
Telephone 01480 388388 or visit www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk

Cambridgeshire County Council is responsible for:
• Education
• Roads and Traffic

• Footpaths
• Libraries

• Social Services
• Park and Ride

• Bus Passes
• Recycling

• Street Lighting
• Trading Standards

Telephone 0345 0455200 or visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk
For a more detailed breakdown of the services provided by the three tiers of local government,
please visit www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/atoz

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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The Mayor of Huntingdon’s
Christmas Message

My year as Mayor is already halfway
through and I'm very honoured to be
able to write a Christmas message to
all residents of Huntingdon!
Christmas is a wonderful time of
year. Young or old, the festive
season is a time to spend with family
and friends. As we look back over
the past year and at the events that
have taken place in our lives, we
must reflect and look forward to the
New Year ahead. Christmas is also
a time to reach out to those less
fortunate than us, giving help and
support where we can.
I feel very privileged to have been
part of so many amazing events in
our local community since becoming
Mayor in May 2017. I have met
many wonderful and inspiring
residents and community groups
and the level of community spirit
has been very humbling in our great
town of Huntingdon.

2017 has also brought new
businesses to town. This, along with
the relocation of the market to the
High Street, has resulted in a large
footfall increase. With so much
investment currently going into
Huntingdon, I am very pleased about
our town having so much more on
offer for residents, workers and
visitors.
As I write this message, we are
preparing for our first three-day
Christmas Market, which we are very
excited to introduce to Huntingdon.
We hope that the event will result in
an amazing end to the year, and that
this, along with a full programme
of events for 2018, will provide
an exciting events programme for
everyone to enjoy.
Plans for the new year will see
the town grow and bring new
opportunities for the people of
Huntingdon, especially with capital
projects such as the provision of
a new Community Centre and the
building of a Crematorium and
Sports Hub. We are also excited to
be working on the introduction of
a 5-year heritage programme for
Huntingdon.

With Huntingdon’s ongoing
expansion and the progress with
Huntingdon’s Neighbourhood Plan,
the Town Council is working hard
to make the right choices for our
town. The green spaces across
Huntingdon are being maintained
by our team to a fantastic standard,
and with the end of the First World
War Centenary being marked in
2018, the team has plans for some
great projects. The Pericles Ship and
the Desert Island Discs Displays,
paired with the hard work of staff
and local groups helped us to win
Gold at Huntingdon in Bloom and
I am excited to see what the 2018
campaign will bring.
I would like to take this opportunity
in the spirit of friendship and the
season, to wish all the townspeople
of Huntingdon a very Merry
Christmas and a peaceful and
Happy New Year. I have met many
wonderful people already and look
forward to meeting many more in
the year to come.
Cllr. Jay Dyne
Mayor of Huntingdon

Mayor’s Chaplain’s Christmas Message
In early November, someone killed 26 people in a church
in Sutherland Springs, Texas in the USA.
How do we make any sense of welcoming the Prince of
Peace at Christmas-time in the face of so much violence
in the world? Jesus never promised a time when violence
would cease (apart from the end of time and history
as we know it now). But he came to encourage us to
become people of peace so that the violence of the
world is kept at bay as much as possible, and so that
we can demonstrate compassion and care in the face of
anger and rage.

This is demanding and led Jesus, himself, to the cross.
It is demanding for us because if we are to become
peacemakers, we need to acknowledge the anger and
rage that can consume any of us. That sort of level of
honesty is never easy but the alternative is to live half
a life avoiding the reality of things and blaming others
for all the ills of the world. If we can be honest then we
can begin to rise above where we are now and allow our
hearts to be softened and peace to flow through us into
a world that so desperately needs it. I wish you a truly
blessed and peaceful Christmas.
Andrew Milton 2017

