Huntingdon

News
News and
and views
views from
from your
your Town
Town Council
Council
Issue No. 6
March 2017

Huntingdon’s Pancake Flipathon | Mayor’s Fundraising Events
Also: Norfolk Road Memorial – 3rd May 2017
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

March 2017

Huntingdon’s
Bus Services
From a recent survey, it was
highlighted that residents were keen
to receive information on bus services
running from Huntingdon.
If you have access to the internet, all bus
services running from Huntingdon’s Bus Station
can be found by visiting www.cambridgeshire.
gov.uk/info/20017/buses.
Should you wish to enquire about a journey via
telephone, the TravelLine call-centre can be
contacted on 0871 200 2233 between 7am and
10pm 7 days a week (except Christmas Day).
For any queries relating to the Guided
Busway, contact 0345 045 0675 or email
passenger.transport@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.

®

safelocaltrades.com
Recommended & Appro ed

NOT SURE WHO TO TRUST? Need a
recommendation for a reputable trader?
The award-winning safelocaltrades.com is your trusted
local website, providing you with a register of highly
recommended, tried and tested tradesmen in your area.
All members are criminal record checked, vetted and
approved, have agreed to abide by a Service Charter and
h…
are monitored on an on-going basis. in association witNeighbourhood
and
Fascias, Soffitts,
Guttering & Cladding

airs

New Garage Doors & Rep

RIDGEWAY
GARAGE DOORS
www.ridgewaygaragedoors.co.uk

www.installfascias.net
Call Clayton on

Call Tracey on

0800 612 8850

t

t

(Gas & Oil)
Plumbing & Heating

For more details call 01487 842687,
or email the.artworks@btconnect.com
You must be aged 13 years or over to apply
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07702 407908

Quote

SLT HTC

www.fenglass.co.uk
Call Neil on

t

01733 893053
intenance

Builder & Property Ma

www.aerialmanpeterborough.co.uk
Call Michael or Russ on
t 01733 764840

mattc2901@gmail.com
Call Matthew on

www.windowrepairpeterborough.co.uk
Call Chris on
t 0800 1577 958

for 10%
discount

cialist
Aerial & Satellite Spe

Why not earn some extra money for a few
hours work 4 times a year, whilst getting
some exercise at the same time.
Deliverers are needed across the Huntingdon
area including postcodes:
PE29 1, PE29 3, PE29 6, PE29 7, PE29 9

Repairs

New Windows & Doors

www.nrmplumbing-heating.co.uk
Call Nigel on
t 01480 812139

Painter, Decorator & DIY

01733 772934

UVPC Window & Door

Driveways & Patios

www.cambridgeshiredriveways.com
Call Ian on
t 01733 810063

Magazine
deliverers needed

Home Watch

Looking out for the community

Here are some of our trusted members …

ruralpropertymaintenance@yahoo.co.uk

Call Stuart on

t

07876 506586

Tree Surgery & Landsc

aping

www.peterboroughtreesurgeon.co.uk
Call Jim on
t 07771 526253

To see our full list of members and to read
all recommendations, just go to…

www.safelocaltrades.com

or phone

0800 014 1832

The safest way to source a local tradesman
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From the Town
Clerk’s Desk…
During the winter months, the Town Council, like all Town &
Parish Councils across the country have a statuary duty to set
their Precept for the next financial year, which is the Town
Council’s element of the Council Tax. Whilst the precept
figure last year was a zero increase, the figure set for 2017/18
was £999,476.00; an increase for the coming year of £8.13
on a Band D Property, or 0.16p per week increase has been
requested.
These figures result from increased costs which the Town Council
must incur like all households, such as increased insurance cover
and utilities, in addition to general inflation items. In addition, this
year there has been an increase in Employer National Insurance and
pension contribution, both of which are outside the Town Council’s
control. This modest increase, however, was achievable, by utilising
the Town Council staff in procuring additional revenue income
streams, along with efficiency savings.
Moving forward, plans are now proactively proceeding for the
provision of new burial facilities to cater for the expanding demands
of the town. In addition, funding has now been secured for the
provision of a new Community Centre. Alongside these two major
projects, there is the prospect of a new Sports Hub to cater for several
different sports teams in the Town! Extremely busy and exciting times
ahead, with more news to follow in future issues of Huntingdon.
At the time of writing this article, storm ‘Doris’ has just passed, leaving
several trees down across the town, to which our Estates Services
Team were proactive in clearing. Hopefully we can all now look
forward to a warm Spring, lighter nights after changing the clocks,
Easter and the sign of new life!
Happy Easter to you all.

- Closer to the People
		
- Local to the People
		
- Cheaper to the People

						
Philip Peacock
						Town Clerk
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Finance Committee Overview
Huntingdon Town Council operates via three
main Committees, one of which is Finance.
The Finance Committee is responsible for making
decisions on any monetary matters, managing and
scrutinising budgets and agreeing on expenditure
for all Council projects. The main focus of
the Finance Committee since the last issue of
‘Huntingdon’ has been on the 2017/18 budget.
Both the budget and precept level were set on
the 12th January, with Huntingdonshire District
Council being notified on 13th January.
The 2017/18 precept figure has been set as
£999,476, an increase of 7.52% on 2016/17. For a
Band D property in Huntingdon, this means there
is a 6.35% increase to your current Council Tax
rate. This increase will enable the Town Council
to provide new burial facilities to serve the town,
and a new community centre. Both are huge

projects, which will each provide Huntingdon
residents with sustainable amenities for decades
to come.
As part of the budget setting process, Huntingdon
Town Council has also been looking at how to
improve efficiencies and generate income. This
has been addressed via tendering for external
service contracts, such as grass cutting and grave
digging, promoting assets for public hire such as
the Town Hall and Medway Centre, and through
applying for community grants. A number of
successful grants have already been awarded for
projects and events across all sectors of the local
community.
On top of this, savings have been identified
through implementing changes to the Town
Council’s IT and phone systems, as well as printing
and postage.

The Finance Committee delegates a number of responsibilities to five Sub Committees:
Sub Committee

Responsibility

Finance

The Finance Sub Committee meets when necessary to scrutinise any finance related
decisions in order to provide best value for money for the taxpayer. The budget and
precept has been the main focus for the Sub Committee.

Staffing

The Staffing Sub Committee meets to make any recommendations related to staffing
issues.

Lettings

The Lettings Sub Committee reviews all Town Council lease agreements, tenancy
agreements, hire rates for public buildings and purchase rates for allotment and burial
plots. Any approved recommendations made by the Lettings Sub Committee will come
into effect as of 1st April 2017.

Grants

The Grants Sub Committee meets bi-annually to review, consider and recommend
awards for any community grant applications submitted. The next set of grant
applications will be considered on 31st March 2017 with the deadline for entries being
17th March 2017

Twinning

The Twinning Sub Committee last met in November with the Twinning Association to
discuss forthcoming twinning activities in Huntingdon. Projects and trips include a visit
from our Twin Town Gubbio in September 2016 and a Twinning Youth Festival, to take
place in 2018

Each of the above Sub Committee has a different delegated role and puts forward recommendations to
be approved by the main Finance Committee. Minutes of the Finance Committee meetings can be viewed
online at www.huntingdontown.gov.uk or by appointment in the Town Hall. Please call 01480 411883
should you wish to view any of the Town Council’s minutes.
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Leisure and Community Services Committee

Huntingdon Town Council is responsible for a number of
leisure and amenity sites in Huntingdon, along with making
decisions about community events, promotion and outdoor
improvements. This aspect of Town Council business is
managed and controlled by the Leisure and Community Services
Committee. Recent outcomes of this Committee have included:
• The successful installation of the All-Weather Sports Pitch at
Stukeley Meadows
• Four cheque presentations awarding funding for
Neighbourhood Green projects
• The collaboration with Shakespeare at the George for a
themed 3D floral display depicting ‘Pericles’

• The running of the community engagement stage of
Huntingdon’s Neighbourhood Plan
• The replacement of a damaged flower bed located on the
Ring Road, outside Castle Hill
• Completion of tree work in Bloomfield Park and the
introduction of a sustainable tree planting programme
across the town
• The enhancement of All Saints’ Churchyard, including
fence painting, tree work and new flower bed designs
• Meetings with local sports clubs and governing bodies
regarding the provision of a new Sports Hub for
Huntingdon

The Leisure and Community Services Committee delegates its responsibilities to three Sub Committees:
Sub Committee

Responsibility

Leisure Development
Sub Committee

The Leisure Development Sub Committee meets to consider and recommend the course of action
to be taken with individual community projects and outdoor spaces under the management of
Huntingdon Town Council.

Media
Sub Committee

The Media Sub Committee is responsible for the management of this quarterly publication,
Huntingdon, for the Town Council’s website and for the Town Guide.

Play Area
Sub Committee

The Play Area Sub Committee meets when necessary to discuss any matters in relation to
Huntingdon Town Council’s 20 play areas. The Committee also considers requirements for
additional play areas in the town.

Neighbourhood Plan
Sub Committee

The Neighbourhood Plan Sub Committee is responsible for the creation of Huntingdon’s
Neighbourhood Plan. With the community engagement programme now complete, the
Committee is working towards creating the draft plan for submission.

All of the recommendations from these Sub Committees are put forward to the main Leisure and Community Services
Committee to be formally approved.

Planning Committee

Huntingdon Town Council works in conjunction with
Huntingdonshire District Council on any planning matters
relevant to the Town. The Council also invites any large
scale planning projects that may affect Huntingdon to come
and provide information and answer queries at meetings
of the Planning Committee. Since September, the Planning
Committee has:
• Formed a Car Parking Working Party and gathered evidence
on illegal/dangerous parking in Huntingdon following an

invitation from Huntingdonshire District Council to be
involved in a district wide parking strategy consultation
• Discussions with Lochailort regarding a proposed
development on land at George Street, Huntingdon
• The successful opposition of 103 dwellings to
be erected on former forensic laboratory site,
Hinchingbrooke, with the development being officially
refused by Huntingdonshire District Council on 20th
February 2017

The Planning Committee delegates responsibilities to two Sub Committees:
Sub Committee

Responsibility

Planning Sub Committee

To carry out in depth discussions and put forward questions on planning developments
and works relevant to Huntingdon.

Planning Applications panel

To receive and provide comment on any planning applications, works to trees and street
naming relevant to Huntingdon. All comments are submitted to Huntingdonshire District
Council as the Planning Authority.

All of the recommendations and comments made on behalf of these Sub Committees are then put forward to the main
Planning Committee for formal approval.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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News from the Medway Centre
Happy New Year! 2016 was a very
busy year at the Medway Centre
and 2017 will be even busier! We
are fully booked on all weekday
evenings during term time in the
Hall but do have some daytime
availability as well as limited
evening availability in the Lounge.
Please don’t delay in getting your

functions/conference/parties
booked as we are receiving a lot
of enquiries for weekend social
functions. Why is the Medway
Centre so busy you may ask?! Free
parking in 2 large car parks, a fully
stocked kitchen, wi-fi throughout,
a beautiful sprung floor in the
Hall (see picture) and an amazing

sound system – these are just a few
reasons! Did I mention the very
competitive hire rates?! If you have
any queries relating to the Medway
Centre, please email me at: shilpa.
desaisakaldip@huntingdontown.gov.
uk or phone 01480 388677.
If you are free on a Thursday
morning, why not pop by the
Medway Centre and have a cup of
tea and a slice of cake in a relaxed
environment whilst making new
friends. Organised by Huntingdon
Community Action Projects, this
group is run by amazing volunteers
who are here every Thursday from
9am to midday – everyone of all
ages are welcome.
Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Medway Centre Manager

f
d

f

SAVE THE DATE

Medway Centre Christmas Gala
will be held on
Sunday 3 December 2017

d

News from Coneygear Park
I hope you’ll agree that Coneygear Park is looking
beautiful and with your help, we can make it look
even better. If you are interested in volunteering
some time to carry out litter picks at the park, please

do let me know. You will hopefully be aware that a
Friends of Coneygear Park Committee was formed
some time ago. I am pleased to advise you that the
group has been successful in a grant application for
some funding. As such, we are planning on putting
on a series of events at the
park during the school holidays
] ] SAV
in conjunction with the Snack
E
THE DAT] ]
Shack who already runs events
E
at the park over summer.
Coneygea
r
Please keep a watch on social
Summer G Park
ala w
media and the notice-boards
be held on ill
for further information.
Sunda
Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
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On your marks, get set, flip!

In true Huntingdon tradition, Shrove Tuesday saw the gathering
of over 120 budding contestants on the Market Square to take
part in the town’s famous Pancake Flipathon.
True to form, the event was kick started by the ‘Chain Gang’
Flipathon. The Mayor of Huntingdon, Councillor Daryl Brown
was up against the Chairman of Huntingdonshire District
Council, the Mayor of Godmanchester, the Mayor of St Ives and
the Mayor of St Neots. It was a very close call but Huntingdon’s
Mayor, Councillor Daryl Brown took gold for his excellent flare
and style!
Next up saw the return of the much-loved Guide Dogs. Always
a highlight of the day, two teams of puppy trainers and guide
dog owners did a lap of the Square as spectators watched with
baited breath to see whether the pancakes would make it to the
finish line in one piece!

Photographs courtesy the Hunts Post and
Simon Leher - Luminus Group

The next round saw the schools going head to head in a series
of flippin’ marvellous laps around the Market Square. Over 80
children from three local schools came along to join in with the
event after weeks of practising the perfect pancake flipping!
Several community groups and local businesses came along in a
bid to take the championship title for 2017. Representatives from
Luminus, Tesco Huntingdon and BID Huntingdon went head to
head in the relay round with BID Huntingdon reigning as the 2017
champions after a controversial disqualification for Tesco as they
crossed the finish line!
The Saxongate Centre, Papworth Trust, Leonard Cheshire Disability
and Hunters Down took their places for the following rounds
and after much cheering and encouragement from the crowds,
winners were awarded medals and all enjoyed a small chocolate
egg!
A great day was had by all and thanks go to Huntingdon Tesco
Extra Community Space and Wilkinsons for donating the
chocolate eggs. Thanks also go to HCR104fm for use of the
outdoor PA system and to Ray Livermore for compering the
event!

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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News from the Head Groundsman
As always, the Estates Services Team has been busy working
across several projects, maintaining and improving our green
open spaces.
Over the winter months, we have carried out jobs such as
painting benches and changing the location of two benches at
Coneygear Park. We have also made repairs and re-installed
fencing in the Bowls Club Car Park on St Peters Road.
Planning ahead is key to our team, so orders were placed for
our summer bedding plants, with the seeds being recently sown
in time for the summer season. We grow and plant over 30,000
bedding plants each year. My team prides itself on creating high
impact floral displays in and around the town and hope that you
will enjoy the displays to come.
Moving on to a less positive subject, I’m saddened to report
that over the Christmas period, a number of decorations went
missing from people's graves at Primrose Lane Cemetery, which
is owned and maintained by Huntingdon Town Council. We
have a rule that if you put flowers or decorations on your grave,
they must be keep within foot print of the grave stone. This is
to help with the maintenance of the grass area e.g. grass cutting
in the summer time and leaf clearing in the autumn time.
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If any items are
located out of the
grave’s foot print,
we sometimes need
to move them to the
end of the row to
allow us to strim the
grass. Dependent on
the volume of items,
the team may not
be able to put the belongings back on the plots, but will leave
them at the edge for owners to move back.
We do not remove anything ourselves, except for Christmas
wreaths, when we put up a notice on the gates and notice
boards advising that dead wreaths will be cleared during the
first week of January. If you do see people in the cemetery
acting in an improper manner or need to report a theft, please
phone the police. We are currently investigating what can be
done to discourage further thefts at the cemetery and across
our land, following the theft of a living Christmas tree at
Bloomfield Park in January.
I hope that if you are a regular visitor to Primrose Lane
Cemetery you can see that Huntingdon Town Council and my
team do take pride in the upkeep of the cemetery as well all
areas across the town that we are responsible for.
We are now looking forward to the summer months and have
started design the bedding displays. This year we have teamed
up with Shakespeare at the George who are performing
Shakespeare's ‘Pericles’ play this summer. We are doing a ship
wreck themed planting display to tie in with the theme of the
story.
Have a great spring and summer is on its way,
Peter Haynes
Head Groundsman

Huntingdon to Celebrate
St George’s Day
On Sunday 23rd April at 6.00pm, Huntingdon Town
Council and the Royal Society of Saint George will be
holding a service in All Saints Church, to celebrate
St George’s Day. The service will be followed by an
evening meal in the Town Hall.
Should you be a member of a local group or club and
would like to attend, please do get in touch.
For more information, please contact us at town.
council@huntingdontown.gov.uk or call 01480 410384.

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Annual
Town Meeting
The next Annual Town Meeting will take
place on 27th April 2017 in Huntingdon
Town Hall, at 7.00pm. This meeting
gives you as a resident of Huntingdon
the chance to hear a report from the
Mayor and leading members of the
Council on the activities of the Council
during the last twelve months. If you
have any questions about the meeting,
please contact either the Mayor, who
will preside, or the Town Clerk, at
Huntingdon Town Council, Huntingdon
Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon,
PE29 3PJ, telephone 01480 410383.

We look forward to seeing
you there.

Mayor Making
On Thursday 11th May, Huntingdon Town
Council will hold its Annual Council Meeting,
to elect the new Mayor of Huntingdon for
local government year 2017/18.
Huntingdon’s current Mayor, Councillor Daryl
Brown will open the meeting, proposing
the new Council figurehead. If uncontested,
the newly elected Mayor will complete a
ceremonial Declaration of Acceptance. The
appointment of the Deputy Mayor follows,
ahead of an expression of thanks to the
retiring Mayor and closing remarks from the
newly elected candidate.
Should anyone wish to attend the Council’s
annual meeting, please arrive at the Town
Hall for 6.45pm.
For further information, please contact the
Town Council on 01480 411883 or email
town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

The Mayor of Huntingdon’s Community Shield
Do you know a person who you
feel is a shining example to the
community here in Huntingdon,
or who gives their time voluntarily
to help improve the circumstances
or quality of life of the residents
of Huntingdon? Would you like
to see their efforts recognised
publicly by a special award?

Mayor Making in the Town Hall on the
11th May 2017.

If so, complete the application form
below and return it to Huntingdon
Town Council, Town Hall, Market Hill,
Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ or e-mail town.
council@huntingdontown.gov.uk by
Friday 21st April 2017.
The shield will be awarded to one
individual for their services to the
community in Huntingdon based on
the number of nominations received
and will be presented by the Mayor at

Your Name: ................................................

This person should receive the Mayor of
Huntingdon’s Community Shield because
- Please tell us briefly your reasons for this
nomination:

Your Address: ............................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

Your Contact Number:

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

I would like to nominate:

...................................................................

Name:........................................................

...................................................................
Please return to Huntingdon Town Council
at the address given above.

Address:.....................................................
...................................................................

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Town Hall Wedding Fayre
Huntingdon Town Hall will be hosting a spring
wedding fair in May 2017. We’ll have a great variety
of exhibitors for you to browse to find inspiration for
your wedding. While you’re visiting, you can also take
the time to explore our beautiful venue. The Town
Hall has 4 rooms licenced for wedding ceremonies.
The Assembly Room, our grand ballroom decorated
with 3 fine crystal Georgian chandeliers, can host a

function of up to
120 people, while
our Court Rooms
could be great if
you’re looking for
something a little
more unique for
your venue!
We can also cater
for wedding receptions at the Town Hall. Our Assembly
Room can seat 120, or for a more intimate reception,
consider our Council Chamber or Court Rooms. We have
kitchen facilities with a large oven and fridge/freezers
available for caterers’ use, and welcome external
entertainers, discos and bars etc.
The spring wedding fair will take place on Sunday
14th May, from 11am until 3pm. If you’re
interested in exhibiting at the event, or would like
to register your attendance for the day, visit www.
huntingdontownweddings.co.uk/wedding-fairs or email
hayley.burns@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Make call charges a
thing of the past
There has never been a better time
to go for a business phone system.
Whether you need just a couple
of handsets, kit out an entire large
office or upgrade from an existing
system.
CNS has a special offer
that makes the timing
perfect for you!

• Voice Mail
• Auto Attendant (IVR)
• Ring Groups
• Call Recording
• Windows and
Smartphone Client

• Inclusive Call

Bundles to National
and Mobile

• CRM Integration
Computer Network Services Ltd
01480 414143
www.cns-ltd.co.uk/huntingdonmagazine
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From

£45.00
per month

Call Now ...

to make telephone call charges
a thing of the past 01480 414143
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Neighbourhood Plan Update
Since the last issue of Huntingdon, the
Huntingdon Neighbourhood Plan has made
some great progress! Hopefully you’ve seen our
promotional materials around the town, and
maybe even managed to attend some of our
events throughout February.
The key messages that have emerged from the
feedback we’ve received are:
To promote the town as a place of great
potential for business investment, thus
providing increased employment opportunities
to residents
Our feedback shows that increased job
opportunities are important to the people of
Huntingdon. We want to promote Huntingdon
as a place for businesses to invest, and make the
most of our transport links to surrounding areas.
To ensure residents are well served by high
quality retail and community facilities
A lot of our questionnaire responses
showed shopping was a common activity,
but many highlighted this as an area in
need of improvement. We aim to use the
Neighbourhood Plan to set out a clear guide for
what retail units in the town centre are wanted
by residents.
To promote tourism within the town
Residents have told us that they’d like to
see more on offer for tourists in the town.
Attractions that are suitable for tourists will also
appeal to residents, so any development in this
area will provide an all-round benefit.

To protect and enhance our valuable and wellloved green spaces
The green spaces were one of the top answers
when we asked ‘what is the best thing about
Huntingdon’. The Neighbourhood Plan can help
to safeguard these areas and look at how they
can be enhanced.
To ensure the community can travel in and
around the town with transport infrastructure
that is fit for purpose
Traffic congestion and parking were some of the
key issues raised. With a Neighbourhood Plan
in place, planning decisions should demonstrate
that future development does not negatively
impact the existing systems, and ideally helps to
ease the current problems.
To ensure that future housing developments
are built with careful consideration to the
existing infrastructure
Our feedback found that most residents would
prefer new housing developments outside the
current town boundaries. The Neighbourhood
Plan will act as a guide to ensure there is a clear
plan in place for locating new developments.
To stay up to date with the Neighbourhood
Plan activities, visit our website www.
huntingdontown.gov.uk/neigbourhoodplan or our Facebook page, ‘Huntingdon
Neighbourhood Plan’.

To ensure that the whole community is well
provided for, younger and older, and increase a
positive sense of community
Our feedback showed that families are thought
to be well served by leisure and community
facilities, but that younger and older residents
were not. The Neighbourhood Plan should
encourage future planning considerations to
take into account the needs of all residents, not
just families.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Are you, or someone you
care for, or know,
affected by cancer?
If so, please come to the
Acorn Cancer Support Group.
You will find us at the MS Centre Mayfield Rd,
Huntingdon on 2nd Wednesday
of each month - 11.00 to 1.00
We ask no personal questions but can offer support
and advice if asked.
We major on social activities, mutual support, and fun.
We offer a safe environment to make understanding
friends, and provide:
lfree refreshments, llight lunch and
lcomplementary therapies, land free social outings
So, don’t be lonely, Acorn is here for you

For more visit
www.acornsupportgroup.org.uk
just drop-in or telephone Julia on

07739 934524

12

Once again Unity in the
Community 2017 will be held
at the Medway Centre in
Huntingdon on the 15th July,
from 11:00am to 3:00pm.
It will be a fun, educational afternoon with a fantastic
cultural mix, which could lead to job opportunities for
young and adults.
Huntingdonshire Community Group is inviting talented,
young and mature people to join them in organising
the event. So, if you think you can spare any time to
volunteer your experience, knowledge and talents
please contact pkadewere@gmail.com or phone 07546
432183.
Ahead of Unity in the Community, we are also
organising a fundraising event at the Medway Centre
on the 24th June 2017 from 3:00pm to 7:00pm. The
event will be an International Fashion Show, the
first of its kind in Huntingdon, aiming to promote
Unity in the Community. Tickets cost £5.00 per head
and this money
will be going
towards Unity in
the Community
expenses.

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Pensioner's
Pensioner’s
Christmas Lunch Summer Tea
and Summer Tea
On 2nd December 2016, Huntingdon Town Council
welcomed over 120 senior citizens to the annual
Pensioner’s Christmas Lunch at the Medway Centre.
The event was kindly sponsored by Steve’s Private Hire
and Tesco Extra Huntingdon. Steve’s Private Hire gave
an extremely generous donation of £2,500 towards
gifts and prizes for the event and Huntingdon Tesco
Extra donated 130 Christmas hampers, along with table
decorations and volunteers to help on the day.
The guests enjoyed a delicious Christmas meal with
all the trimmings. After lunch, everyone enjoyed a
wonderful Christmas carol performance by pupils
from Hartford Community Junior School. The Mayor of
Huntingdon, Councillor Daryl Brown was also on hand
to wish all in attendance a Happy Christmas.
Huntingdon Town Council would like to thank everyone
involved for all their hard work in making the event
such a success, and ensuring everyone left with a smile
on their face. Special thanks go to Marilyn Simpson for
her huge efforts at the Pensioners’ Parties over the
past 10 years.
We look forward to seeing everyone again at the
summer tea on Friday 9th June. To register your
interest in attending, please complete and return the
slip below. Invitations are allocated on a first come first
serve basis so a quick response is recommended!

Volunteering to support
your local NHS Trust

Set to take place on Friday 9th June at 2.00pm, the Pensioner’s
Summer Tea will take place at the Huntingdon Medway Centre.
Spaces are limited to 120 guests as normal, with places being
given on a first come first served basis. To book a place for you
and up to one guest, please complete the form below. This
means that come rain or shine, the celebrations can continue
across the afternoon.
Name.............................................................................................
I would like
ticket(s) for the Pensioner’s Summer Tea
commencing at 2.00pm at the Medway Centre (maximum of
one guest per person).
Name of guest and their postcode:
1. ...................................................................................................
We are of pensionable age and registered electors in
Huntingdon Town.
Signed ...........................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................
...............................................Postcode.........................................
Contact Telephone .......................................................................
Please return this slip to Huntingdon Town Council, Town Hall,
Market Hill, Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ for the attention of Hayley
Burns. Alternatively, call to book your place on 01480 411883.

There has never been a more appropriate
time to say that your hospital needs you. The NHS is
receiving record numbers of admissions adding pressure to
an already stretched service. At Hinchingbrooke Healthcare
NHS Trust we are extremely proud to be supported by our
community and a team of fabulous volunteers giving up
their time to help ease these pressures by complementing
our staff and making a real difference to our patient’s
experience. Volunteers are currently being recruited
to support the Trust with new volunteer roles being
advertised at www.hinchingbrooke.nhs.uk where details
are provided and an online application can be submitted.
Volunteers support the Trust for many reasons which
range from wanting to give something back, learning
new skills, socialising with others or even to keep active,
whatever the motivation your time makes a meaningful

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

difference to patients, carers, families and staff.
Barry Pridmore, the Trust Volunteer Manager said
“The impact our volunteers have on
the patient experience cannot be
underestimated, every day I hear an
amazing story about the difference
volunteers are making in the Hospital.
If you can support the Trust by
offering anytime we would be very
keen to hear from you”.
If you are able to offer your support Hinc
hingbrooke
by volunteering please check out
Hospital Volu
nteers
our online portal or contact the
volunteer team at hch-tr.volunteering@nhs.net for
more information. If you would like to support the Trust
by fundraising please enquire about becoming a member
of the Friends of Hinchingbrooke or alternatively you can
purchase items to support our most vulnerable patients
from our Amazon wish list.
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Forthcoming
Council Meetings
Please note all meetings commence at 7.00pm
and take place in the Town Hall, Market Hill,
Huntingdon PE29 3PJ unless otherwise stated. For
further information, please contact Huntingdon
Town Council on 01480 411883 or email town.
council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
Thursday 16th March

Planning Committee
Planning Applications 		
Panel

Thursday 30th March

Leisure & Community 		
Services Committee
Grants Sub Committee
Planning Applications 		
Panel

Thursday 6th April

Finance Committee
Planning Applications 		
Panel

Thursday 20th April

Town Council

Thursday 27th April

Annual Town Meeting

Thursday 11th May

East Anglian Model Railway Exhibition – Saturday
11th and Sunday 12th March at 10:00 – Wood Green,
Godmanchester Adults £7 | Children £4 | Family £20
Advance tickets via www.stneotsmrc.com
HCR Quiz Night & Raffle – Saturday 11th March at 19:00 –
The Montagu Club. Teams of up to 6, £10 per team.
£100 for the winner’s charity.
Wedding Showcase – Sunday 12th March at 12:00 – The
George Hotel. Explore a range of local wedding traders.
Dreamdrops Charity Quiz Night – Wednesday 15th March
at 19:00 – Slepe Hall, St Ives. Tickets £5, teams of 6-8
people.
Spring Craft & Vintage Fair – Saturday 18th March at 10:00
– Commemoration Hall. Organised by Cambs Lock Antiques
and Collectables and Huntingdon First. Free entry.
Wedding Fair – Sunday 19th March at 11:00 –
Hinchingbrooke House. A fantastic opportunity for couples
to plan their Wedding Day
Meditation and Mindfulness – Saturday 25th March 10:30
- 13:00 at Huntingdon Library. For more information contact
0345 045 5225
Huntingdonshire Philharmonic Choral and Orchestral
Concert – Saturday 25th March at 19:30 – Hinchingbrooke
Performing Arts Centre. Tickets £14/£12 [£7/£6 children
and students are available online via www.huntsphil.org.uk
Boogie Night 70s Themed Disco – Saturday 25th March at
19:30 – Commemoration Hall. Fancy dress optional!

Planning Applications 		
Panel

Snack Shack Easter Event - Wednesday 12th April 11:00 –
14:00 Family fun including the much-enjoyed petting zoo.
For more information email snack.shack@aol.co.uk

Annual Council Meeting 		
(Mayor Making)

Glittery Stitched Flowers Workshop - Friday 17th March
10:00 – 4:00 - Hinchingbrooke Country Park - Create
gorgeous 3D flowers out of fabric, sparkles, beads and wire.
Places are limited so need to be booked and paid for in
advance. For more information, phone 01480 388111

Planning Applications 		
Panel
Thursday 25th May

Planning Applications 		
Panel

Thursday 8th June

Finance Committee
Planning Committee
Leisure & Community 		
Services Committee
Planning Applications 		
Panel
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Forthcoming Events

Huntingdonshire Beekeepers Association Beginners
Course – Saturday 22nd April 9:30am – 12:00pm Hinchingbrooke Countryside Centre, Huntingdon PE29 6DB.
Call 01733 840 725 or email paul.howe@birchtree.uk.com
Mayor of Huntingdon’s Charity Bingo – Saturday 22nd April
19:00 – Medway Centre – For more information contact
marilyn.simpson@huntingdontown.gov.uk
World Book Night – Sunday 23rd April – Niche Comics,
147 High Street – Go along and swap a book you enjoyed
for another one!

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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News from
The Mayor of Huntingdon
With my year as Mayor of Huntingdon coming to a close,
I would like to start by thanking you as residents for your
support over the last several months. Some of you may
have attended a number of my fundraising events and
others have been instrumental in helping to raise the
profile of my four very deserving charities; The Ladybird
Boat Trust, Huntingdonshire Society for the Blind,
Huntingdon Town Football Club and the In-Town Centre.
I have a brilliant fundraising team who have been key
to the running of my events so far, as well as those
still to come. As always, I welcome and encourage as
many Huntingdon residents as possible to attend my
events, giving the opportunity to meet new people and
hopefully have some fun at the same time!
The biggest event of my time as Mayor is fast
approaching, being the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Charity
Ball, which this year is taking place at the Marriott Hotel
on Saturday 25th March. There are still tickets available
and if you would like to attend, please get in touch with
my Secretary, Marilyn Simpson by emailing

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Marilyn.simpson@huntingdontown.gov.uk
or by calling 01480 411883.
Another event returning by popular
demand is the Mayor of Huntingdon’s
Charity Race and Fun Run at Jubilee
Park, taking place on Monday 1st May,
in conjunction with the BRJ running
club. This year the event is being
Kieran Richar
dson
supported by Hollyoaks star and TV
presenter, Kieran Richardson, who will be taking part
in the race. Do come along, take part or cheer on those
running for charity. More details can be found in the
poster below.
Thank you once again for all the support received over
the past year. I have thoroughly enjoyed representing our
town and meeting some wonderful people in our local
community.
Cllr Daryl Brown
Mayor of Huntingdon
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Huntingdon In Bloom
In our previous update, we announced fantastic
news of funding for six projects across the town,
and since then, we have been revealing the
news to all involved. Below is an overview of
where the funding will be spent and how it will
make a difference
to the community:
MS Therapy
Centre - £7,500

Thongsley Fields Primary and Nursery School £12,000

Huntingdon In Bloom has been supporting Thongsley
Fields School and in 2016, donated two raised planters
to grow vegetables in. The £12,000 will go towards
enhancing many spaces across the school
grounds and provide a school safe learning
greenhouse to allow informative lessons and
activities to take place all year round.

Ringshill Care Home - £10,000

The MS Therapy
Huntingdon In Bloom recently supported
Centre provides
support, selfhelp, non-drug
MS Therapy Centre Cheque Presentation
complementary &
alternative therapies to sufferers of MS and to those
with other neurological conditions. The garden area
of the centre is currently inaccessible for many users.
Funding will go towards creating accessible pathways
across the large garden area to raised allotment
gardens, a BBQ area and other spaces within the
garden.
Thongsley Fields Cheque Presentation

NHS Newtown Centre £2,500

The Huntingdon Grafham
Water Lions Club partnered
with the NHS Newtown
Centre in 2016 to help
rejuvenate the centre’s
courtyard garden. The
courtyard area had become
neglected and ceased to
be used as a waiting/
lunch/reflection
area. The funding
will be put towards
additional planting,
and brightening
outside spaces by the
Children’s Centre.

Hinchingbrooke
Hospital Courtyard
Gardens - £3,000

ue Presentation
Newtown Centre Cheq

Ringshill Care Home by installing
an accessible gate through to their
communal allotment plot next door.
The residents’ courtyard garden
became home to 4 chickens last
year, but the area needs some
rejuvenation. The funding will allow
the space to be more useable, and
enjoyed from both outside and in.

Huntingdon Allotments £12,000

There are just over 200 worked
allotment plots in Huntingdon across
four allotment sites. To encourage
sustainable gardening, this funding will
provide a water butt and compost bin
per plot.

Hinchingbro
If you know of any areas in Huntingdon
oke Hospita
l Cheque Pre
sentation that need some TLC, please get in
touch by emailing Natasha.pierson@
A small group of volunteers meet once a month to
huntingdontown.gov.uk. Alternatively, you might
work on the hospital’s courtyard gardens. There are
be interested in getting involved yourself. There are
12 gardens in total. All of the gardens require a lot of
several activities across the year where volunteers
time and effort to be cleared and re-planted, which is
are very much needed and we can now offer Time
how the funding will be used.
Credits for any time given!
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Huntingdon
Nursery School
How do you know that the Early
Years setting that your child
attends provides high quality
teaching and learning experiences?
One way of finding out is to read the school/settings
Ofsted report. Huntingdon Nursery school was
inspected for the 5th time in December (every 3 years).
The outcome of the inspection and report can be found
on our website- www.huntingdon-nur.cambs.sch.uk
The staff, governors and parents are delighted to have
maintained an ‘outstanding’ inspection outcome in all
areas for the 5th consecutive inspection. But don’t
take our word for it – please come and look round, talk
to the staff and see for yourselves. Nursery staff are
highly qualified experts in how young children learn
and develop, we employ teachers and involve other
professional in our work so that every opportunity is
used to provide the right learning experience for them.
We strive on getting it right…
5x outstanding = truly amazing!
Free one-off garden
clearance service
Free visits carried out by Groundwork staff and local volunteers

Car Parking
Huntingdon Town Council has
been working with Cambridgeshire
Constabulary to identify and address
parking issues in Huntingdon.
Ahead of Huntingdonshire District
Council implementing a parking
strategy for the district, Huntingdon
Town Council has been working to
establish problem areas and how they can be
addressed as part of the new strategy.
If you as a resident wish to report an area that
suffers because of car parking problems, please
email your concerns and/or suggestions to
town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Should you witness illegal or dangerous
parking, this should always be reported
directly to the police by calling 101.

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

For vulnerable, older or disabled residents (who are ex-Service
personnel or their spouses, partners, children, widows/widowers
or dependants aged 65 plus)
Take back control of your garden

DVENTURE PLAY SCHEME
Call us if you, or someone, you know needs help

Become a Green Aiders
volunteer and help
vulnerable residents take
control of their gardens.

Gain experience and
training

Get fresh air and exercise

Learn new gardening skills

Support vulnerable local
residents

Meet new people

Strengthen your CV and
employment opportunities

We'll provide tools and light refreshments but please bring your own lunch
To find out more or to book a visit from the
Green Aiders call 01480 587 141
www.groundwork.org.uk/cambs

@groundworkcandp

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

To sign up to be a Green Aiders volunteer
please call 01480 587141
www.groundwork.org.uk/cambs

@groundworkcandp
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1977 – 2017 Norfolk Road Tragedy
On the 3rd May 1977, a 39 Squadron Canberra
Aircraft returning to its base at RAF Wyton
crashed into a row of terraced houses on
Norfolk Road in Huntingdon. This tragedy took
the lives of five people; three children and the
pilot and navigator of the plane.
The 3rd May 2017 will mark the 40th
Anniversary of this tragic event and Huntingdon
Town Council will be creating an area of
memorial, to remember the lives lost and to pay
respect to the families whose lives were affected
by the tragedy.
A short service will take place to mark the
anniversary and to unveil the memorial in the
form of a bespoke bench and five tree plaques.
The service will take place on the edge of Sapley
Playing Field at 12 noon and all are welcome to
attend.
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We have received an amazing level of response
so far from residents both past and present,
giving recollection of the day that forever
changed people’s lives. We would still like
to encourage contact from anyone who has
memories of the accident to ensure we create
a fitting tribute to the lives taken and for the
families who live on.
To help reach out to the local community, we
will be setting up an area within the Medway
Centre in March, with details of the memorial
and a place to leave any comments, suggestions
or questions.
Should anyone want to discuss the memorial,
please contact Natasha Pierson by calling
01480 410384 or by emailing natasha.pierson@
huntingdontown.gov.uk. Thank you.

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Who’s Who at the Council
It can sometimes be difficult to decipher which authority
to contact for various queries related to Huntingdon. The
Town, District and County Council all have different areas
of responsibility, which are highlighted below. We hope

East Ward Councillors:
Daryl Brown
Jay Dyne
Sonia Dyne
Stuart Hassell
Bill Hensley
Jeremy Jacobs
Susan Mulcahy
Richard Valatka

West Ward Councillors:
Ann Blackwell
Tanya Forster
Sarah Gifford
Ben Manning
Steve McAdam
Brett Morrell
Tom Sanderson

North Ward Councillors:
Ann Beevor
Leedo George
Patrick Kadewere
Alan Mackender-Lawrence

CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
INDEPENDENT
LABOUR
LABOUR
LABOUR
INDEPENDENT

this guide proves helpful if you have any specific questions.
Should you wish to contact one of your Huntingdon Town
Councillors, their details are provided below. All Councillors
can be contacted by calling the office on 01480 411883.

Huntingdon Town Council is responsible for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Allotments
Cemeteries and Closed Churchyards
Parks and Open Spaces*
Children’s Play Areas
Sports Facilities and Recreational Grounds
War Memorials
The Town Hall
The Medway Centre
The KGV St Peters Road Depot
Town Twinning
Community Grant Awards
Statutory Consultee for Planning Matters
Civic and Community Events
Huntingdon Youth Town Council
Community Newsletter – Huntingdon
The Cromwell Museum Building

HTC is also responsible for maintaining the following Parks
& Open Spaces: Victoria Square, KGV Sapley Road, Hartford
Garden of Rest, Hartford Church Gardens, St Mary’s Church
Gardens, All Saint’s Church Gardens, St John Closed Grounds,
Bus Station Grounds, Sebastopol Cannon Site, Castle Hills,
Jubilee Park, Frenchs Fields, KGV St Peters, Bloomfield Park,
Coneygear Park, Sallowbush II, & Town Sign Green.
Telephone 01480 411883 or visit
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

Huntingdon District Council is responsible for:
•
•
•
•
•

Rubbish Collection
Street Cleaning
Planning and Planning Enforcement
Housing
Housing Improvement Grants

•
•
•
•
•

Environmental Health
Licensing
Elections
Parks and Open Spaces*
One Leisure Centre

•
•
•
•
•

Car Parks
Markets
CCTV
Tax Collection
Standards Board

•
•
•
•

Countryside Services
Building Control
Voluntary Sector
Public Conveniences

HDC is also responsible for maintaining the following Parks & Open Spaces: Sapley Park, Spring Common, Views Common,
Hinchingbrooke Country Park, Riverside Park, Riverside Meadows, Hartford Wood & Sparrowhawk Way tree belt
Telephone 01480 388388 or visit www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk

Cambridgeshire County Council is responsible for:
• Education
• Roads and Traffic

• Footpaths
• Libraries

• Social Services
• Park and Ride

• Bus Passes
• Recycling

• Street Lighting
• Trading Standards

Telephone 0345 0455200 or visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk
For a more detailed breakdown of the services provided by the three tiers of local government,
please visit www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/atoz

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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