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Visit our website

www.luitheplumber.co.uk

Lui - your local plumber
• Plumbing and Central
Heating problems fixed
• All aspects of Plumbing &
Heating work undertaken
• 24 Hour Emergency
Service
• All Work Guaranteed
• Fully Insured
• Property maintenance undertaken
• No job too small

NOT SURE WHO TO TRUST? Need a
recommendation for a reputable trader?
The award-winning safelocaltrades.com is your trusted
local website, providing you with a register of highly
recommended, tried and tested tradesmen in your area.
All members are criminal record checked, vetted and
approved, have agreed to abide by a Service Charter and
h…
are monitored on an on-going basis. in association witNeighbourhood
and
Home Watch

Looking out for the community

Here are some of our trusted members …
Fascias, Soffitts,
Guttering & Cladding

FREE plumbing health check and
energy saving advice on your first job

S
R SERVICE
E
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B
We o
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alsvide
ION
INSTALLAT
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airs

New Garage Doors & Rep

RIDGEWAY
GARAGE DOORS
www.ridgewaygaragedoors.co.uk

www.installfascias.net
Call Clayton on

Call Tracey on

0800 612 8850

t

t

01733 772934

UVPC Window & Door

Driveways & Patios

www.cambridgeshiredriveways.com
Call Ian on
t 01733 810063

• Boiler installations • Landlord
certificates
• Boiler servicing
• Thermostat radiator
from £55
valves fitted
• Combination
boiler conversions • Power flushing
• Boiler breakdowns • Magnetic filters
& repairs

Recommended & Appro ed

(Gas & Oil)
Plumbing & Heating

Repairs

www.windowrepairpeterborough.co.uk
Call Chris on
t 0800 1577 958

New Windows & Doors

Quote

SLT HTC
for 10%
discount

www.nrmplumbing-heating.co.uk
Call Nigel on
t 01480 812139

www.fenglass.co.uk
Call Neil on

t

01733 893053
intenance

cialist
Aerial & Satellite Spe

Builder & Property Ma

installed

• Unvented cylinders
Bathroom Installation
and Tiling Specialist
• Bathrooms designed, • EVERYTHING you
supplied and installed
need for your dream
to high specification
bathroom - top quality
& quality
for ANY budget

FREE no obligation estimates
Providing a local service for Huntingdon

Est
1985

Call Lui on: 07956 505359

www.aerialmanpeterborough.co.uk
Call Michael or Russ on
t 01733 764840

Painter, Decorator & DIY

mattc2901@gmail.com
Call Matthew on

t

07702 407908

ruralpropertymaintenance@yahoo.co.uk

Call Stuart on

t

07876 506586

Tree Surgery & Landsc

aping

www.peterboroughtreesurgeon.co.uk
Call Jim on
t 07771 526253

To see our full list of members and to read
all recommendations, just go to…

www.safelocaltrades.com

or phone

0800 014 1832

The safest way to source a local tradesman
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From the Town d
Clerk’s Desk…
f

Welcome to the Yule Tide issue of
‘Huntingdon’, the Town Council quarterly
publication which I trust you will find
informative and an enjoyable read
over the festive season.

d

Traditionally, at this time we reflect on the
past year and look forward with anticipation to the new year ahead.

fd

2016, was very much a year of reflection, marking a number of
WWI anniversaries, celebrating the Freedom of the Town with RAF
Wyton and our In Bloom flora display marking the 70th Anniversary
of the first flight of the Lancaster. We also recognised the passing
of our well respected former Town Clerk, Ted Bocking RIP, with a
commemorative seat to be installed in Bloomfield Park during the
Spring.

We are looking ahead to 2017 with great anticipation, as there
are many exciting plans and projects coming along. We have
successfully negotiated with the District Council concerning the
exchange of Freeholds of One Leisure and The Medway Centre,
with funding secured for a new community centre. Plans are
progressing well for new burial facilities for the town, with planning
permission being submitted in early spring, along with development
of new sporting facilities to address the needs of the town.

f f

We are now into December; the Christmas Lights are now on,
with the Civic Carol service and Pensioner Christmas lunch both on
schedule. It therefore leaves it to me as Town Clerk, to take this
opportunity to extend to you all the compliments of the festive
season, and trust that you have the chance to have some relaxation
and an enjoyable time.

d

- Closer to the People
		
- Local to the People
		
- Cheaper to the People

f

Philip Peacock
Town Clerk

On your marks, get set, flip!

17

Which Council does what?

18

Huntingdon magazine
readers' survey

Doug Mcllwain - Chairman, Councillor McAdam - Vice Chairman,
Councillor Forster, Councillor George, Councillor Hensley, Councillor Jacobs,
Councillor Kadewere, Councillor S Dyne and Natasha Pierson.

19

Design and Print by: The Artworks 01487 842687

The photograph on the front cover shows the
Christmas tree in the Town Hall

d

The management and production of this magazine is overseen by Huntingdon
Town Council’s Media Sub Committee. The Committee is made up of the
following members:

f

Huntingdon Town Council, Town Hall, Market Hill,Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ
Tel: 01480 411883 www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Councillor Profile – Stephen McAdam
I was elected onto the Town Council in
2015. I have a keen interest and desire
to see continuous improvement in
Huntingdon for the benefit of the town’s
people as well as visitors.
I served in the Royal Air Force for 23
years as photographer, leaving the
service in 1989. Since then I have
continued as a photographer working
mainly with the RAF, until 2006 when I
became a Media Services Manager looking after teams of
photographers, graphic designers and printers.
I took early retirement in 2013, which gave me the freedom
to use my time doing voluntary work. As well as a Councillor,
I am currently a volunteer at the RAF Wyton Heritage
Centre, Huntingdon Oxfam Books and Music Shop, as well as
a Councillor Trustee at the Commemoration Hall.
I have a keen interest in performing and visual arts; in
particular; musical theatre and fine art photography.
As a member of the Town Council I would like to see a
rationalisation of services, particularly in the care and

maintenance of our green and urban spaces with an
emphasis on the provision of high quality sporting
and recreational facilities, particularly for our young
people. Currently, there are multiple overlapping
responsibilities of the different levels of local
government, and much of this does not make sense
from both an organisational as well as an economic
point of view. I want to see the Town Council having
greater responsibility for all those local services
and facilities where we are better able to improve
the quality and variety of what is currently on offer
providing better value for the tax payer.
I want cheaper, or preferably free parking around
the town, changes to the road system to unblock
the daily morning and evening gridlock as well as an
ongoing environmental initiative to keep our keep our
green and urban spaces free of litter. Huntingdon is
a great town to live in with a long and varied history
and it is a privilege to be a participant in its continued
development.
Councillor Stephen McAdam

Finance Committee Overview
Huntingdon Town Council operates via three main
Committees, one of which is Finance. The Finance
Committee is responsible for making decisions on any
monetary matters, managing and scrutinising budgets
and agreeing on expenditure for all Council projects.
Recent discussions of the Finance Committee have

focussed on the setting of the 2017/18 budget, with
specific projects being looked at such as:
• New burial facilities
• A new Community Centre
• The management of grass cutting across the town

The Finance Committee delegates a number of responsibilities to five Sub Committees:

Sub Committee

Responsibility

Finance

The Finance Sub Committee is currently working on the 2017/18 budget and precept level,
scrutinising all areas to provide best value for money for the taxpayer. The budget and precept will
be formally approved in January 2017.

Staffing

The Staffing Sub Committee meets to make any recommendations related to staffing issues.

Lettings

The Lettings Sub Committee reviewed all Town Council lease agreements, tenancy agreements, hire
rates for public buildings and purchase rates for burial plots in October.

Grants

The Grants Sub Committee met in October to review and recommend awards for all community
grant applications received. The next set of applications will be considered in March 2017.

Twinning

The Twinning Sub Committee meets with the Twinning Association to discuss forthcoming twinning
activities, including a visit from and to our Twin Towns and the planning of the Twinning Youth
Festival, to take place in 2018.

Each of the above Sub Committee has a different delegated role and puts forward recommendations to be approved
by the main Finance Committee.
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Leisure and Community Services Committee
Huntingdon Town Council is responsible for a number of
leisure and amenity sites in Huntingdon, along with making
decisions about community events, promotion and outdoor
improvements. This aspect of Town Council business is
managed and controlled by the Leisure and Community Services
Committee. Recent outcomes of this Committee have included:
• The successful installation of the Multi Use Games Area at
Sallowbush Road
• The current installation of the All-Weather Sports Pitch at
Stukeley Meadows and Goal Ends at Frenches Field and KGV
Hartford

• The installation of conservation bollards along the
Princes Street entrance to the Market Square
• The planting of Huntingdon Town Council’s winter
bedding, ordering of the summer bedding seeds for
2017 and plans for 3D themed displays
• The award of Silver Gilt for Huntingdon’s 2016 entry to
Anglia In Bloom
• The successful award of £47,000 from Section 106
funding towards Huntingdon In Bloom projects across
the town

The Leisure and Community Services Committee delegates its responsibilities to three Sub Committees:
Sub Committee

Responsibility

Leisure Development
Sub Committee

The Leisure Development Sub Committee meets to consider and recommend the course of action
to be taken with individual community projects and outdoor spaces under the management of
Huntingdon Town Council.

Media
Sub Committee

The Media Sub Committee is responsible for the management of this quarterly publication,
Huntingdon, for the Town Council’s website and for the Town Guide.

Play Area
Sub Committee

The Play Area Sub Committee meets when necessary to discuss any matters in relation to
Huntingdon Town Council’s 20 play areas. The Committee also considers requirements for
additional play areas in the town.

Neighbourhood Plan
Sub Committee

The Neighbourhood Plan Sub Committee is responsible for the creation of Huntingdon’s
Neighbourhood Plan. The Committee is currently working on the consultation stage of the plan
with the aim to submit a draft by May 2017.

All of the recommendations from these Sub Committees are put forward to the main Leisure and Community Services
Committee to be formally approved.

Planning Committee

Huntingdon Town Council works in conjunction with
Huntingdonshire District Council on any planning matters
relevant to the Town. The Council also invites any large
scale planning projects that may affect Huntingdon to come
and provide information and answer queries at meetings
of the Planning Committee. Since September, the Planning
Committee has:
• Acted as a consultee on Housing and Economic Land
Availability Consultation by Huntingdonshire District Council
(HDC)

• Received and debated an amended application from
Persimmon Homes for the former Science Laboratory at
Hinchingbrooke, resolving to investigate the application
further before making any comments
• Considered the Huntingdonshire Design Guide as part
of the Local Plan 2036
• Received advice from BT about the removal of 4
telephone boxes in Huntingdon

The Planning Committee delegates responsibilities to two Sub Committees:
Sub Committee

Responsibility

Planning Sub Committee

To carry out in depth discussions and put forward questions on planning developments
and works relevant to Huntingdon.

Planning Applications panel

To receive and provide comment on any planning applications, works to trees and street
naming relevant to Huntingdon. All comments are submitted to Huntingdonshire District
Council as the Planning Authority.

All of the recommendations and comments made on behalf of these Sub Committees are then put forward to the main
Planning Committee for formal approval.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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News from the Medway Centre
It’s a very busy time at the
Medway Centre as Christmas is
fast approaching. If you haven’t
yet organised a venue for your
Christmas party, you may not be
too late as we do have some dates
still available. As we bid farewell
to 2016, we’re welcoming 2 new
groups to the Medway Centre

in 2017, namely Clubbersize and
Platinum Performing Arts. These
groups are in addition to our already
fantastic programme. For up to
date information on our current
programme, please visit
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/
medway-centre.html. If there is
something you want to see started

at the Medway Centre, please
come in and see me as we always
welcome new ideas!
The picture alongside this
article shows the 12th Annual
Tea Party given by Speakability
Huntingdonshire, which took place
at the Medway Centre on Tuesday
11 October 2016. The event was
attended by members, volunteers,
supporters, friends and family. All
were delighted at the presence of
four local Mayors, including the
Mayor of Huntingdon, Councillor
Daryl Brown.
The Medway Christian Fellowship
will be supporting families in need
this Christmas, as they do every
year. If you have anything new
to donate, please drop off at the
Medway Centre no later than Friday
16 December 2016.
On behalf of myself and the team
here, we wish you all a happy
Christmas and a prosperous New
Year.
Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Medway Centre Manager

News from Coneygear Park
Another successful Snack Shack
event was held at Coneygear Park
on Thursday 27 October 2016.
With support from the Children’s
Centres, lots of young people
enjoyed the free art, crafts,
treasure hunt and Halloween
fun. There was also a fancy-dress
competition – the picture below
shows the 3 winners in their
amazing outfits, along with Esme
Richardson who organises the
Snack Shack events!

6

Esme herself is a volunteer and
would welcome some help
at these events. If you have
some spare time and would
like to earn a food hygiene
qualification, please get in touch
with me. You’ll also be able to
earn Time Credits (see page 16
for full details on how Time
Credits work).
Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Coneygear Park Manager

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Have your Say!
The Huntingdon
Neighbourhood Plan is
now moving full steam
ahead! We had a great
time at the Christmas
Lights Switch On and got
some great feedback that
will all go towards creating
the Neighbourhood Plan.

out where we’ll be so you can
come along and make sure your
voice is heard!
The Neighbourhood Plan should
reflect the views of the people of
Huntingdon. To achieve this, we

We’ll be very busy over the
coming weeks, getting out
and about to see as many
residents as we can. Keep an
eye on our Facebook Page
(Huntingdon Neighbourhood
Plan) and our Twitter (@
Huntingdon_Town) to find

need to hear from as many of
you as possible! If you can’t
make it to our events, you
can still get involved by filling
out a Neighbourhood Plan
questionnaire – available
from www.huntingdontown.
gov.uk/neigbourhood-plan
The Neighbourhood Plan
has a brand new logo,
based on a design by
Abigail from Hartford Junior
School! You’ll be able to see
Abigail’s logo throughout
the Neighbourhood Plan
campaign, and on the plan
itself!

Huntingdon Town
Hall now has a
brand-new
weddings website!
Visit www.huntingdontownweddings.co.uk to
browse our ceremony and reception rooms,
download a copy of our weddings information
pack, and find out how to book with us.
The Grade II* Listed Georgian Town Hall has
4 rooms licenced for both ceremonies and
receptions – the former Court Rooms, the
Assembly Room and the Council Chamber. The
Court Rooms provide a unique and intimate
setting for up to 60 guests. For larger ceremonies
or receptions, the Council Chamber or Assembly
Room can seat parties of up to 120. If you’d like to
find out more about weddings at Huntingdon Town
email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Hall, email hayley.burns@huntingdontown.gov.uk
or visit our website!
We’ll also be hosting a Wedding Fayre at the Town
Hall in Spring 2017. Keep an eye on our website and
social media pages for more information.
Twitter - @HuntsTownHall
Facebook – Huntingdon Town Hall Weddings
Instagram – HuntingdonTownHall
www.huntingdontownweddings.gov.uk
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News from the Head Groundsman
I am unfortunately starting with some sad news that over
the last few months the Town Council took expert advice
and has had some diseased trees taken down in our
parks. This is an action that we do not take lightly. We do
however have to think of everyone's safety.
One of the trees was a 150-year-old sycamore in
Bloomfield Park, located right next to the Ring Road. The
tree contractor had to climb the tree to take it down safely
and after the first few branches were removed; it was
evident that the whole tree trunk was hollow and could
have come down on the road at any time. This highlights
the importance of having regular tree surveys, and
reacting in a timely manner if any concerns are raised.
From these surveys, we have identified the lack of young
trees coming through. Because of this, we have been
looking at a program of planting 4 to 5 new trees every
year in our parks.
Now to the good news…
We got the result back from Anglia In Bloom in September,
with Huntingdon being awarded Silver Gilt for the town’s
entry. This was an improvement on our Silver in 2015, so
we are heading in the right direction for next year.

The Rotary Club of Huntingdon has
very kindly donated 1000 crocus
bulbs to Huntingdon In Bloom,
which we will be planted this side of
Christmas at the Hartford Garden of
Rest. We will also be planting 1000
daffodil bulbs at Stukeley Meadows with Stukeley
Meadows Primary School. The Plan is to expand on this
planting area, creating a Marie Curie ‘Field of Hope’.
Planning ahead to 2017, we are now looking at the two
themed flower beds, which this summer featured Her
Majesty’s Crown and the Lancaster Plane. Plans for next
year are to work alongside and support a local event
through the creation of a floral display and to mark an
anniversary of a well-known radio program. More about
these to follow…
The Estates Services Team is now in the throes of winter
bedding and other seasonal work such as hedge trimming
and maintenance projects.
Have a great Christmas and Happy New Year
Peter Haynes
Head Groundsman

Memorial Trees
and Benches
If you would like to have a place of reflection
in Huntingdon for a loved one, Huntingdon
Town Council can help you to find the most
appropriate form of memorial, whether it be a
bench, tree or an area of planting.
Huntingdon Town Council is responsible for many
open spaces across the town and the team is more
than happy to offer advice on where and what
would be most fitting for you.
Should you wish to discuss
an idea, or ask any questions,
please contact Kate Yerbury
by emailing kate.yerbury@
huntingdontown.gov.uk
or call 01480 410381.
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We will remember them
One of the most important dates in
Huntingdon Town Council’s diary is the
town’s Remembrance Sunday Service and
Parade, which is organised in conjunction
with RAF Wyton.
On Sunday 13th November, hundreds of
people lined Huntingdon’s High Street and
the Market Square to pay their respects and
remember those who fought and fell for our
Country.
The Parade formed up with over 400 individuals
from local military and community groups, led
by the RAF Wyton Voluntary Band. The Wyton
and Brampton Military Wives Choir was also
able to attend.
The Service, which took place on the Market
Square was led by the Mayor of Huntingdon’s
Chaplain, Reverend Andrew Milton and RAF
Wyton’s Station Chaplain, Padre Eddie Wynn.
Over 20 wreaths were laid during the service, with
the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire, Sir
Keith Pearson, laying the first.
As always, a short Service of Remembrance
took place on the 11th November. The Square
was full with members of the community
and local school children, with attendance
from Hinchingbrooke, Stukeley Meadows and
Hartford Junior Schools. Pupils from Stukeley
Meadows Primary School laid 10 clay poppies
at the Thinking Soldier War Memorial before
heading back to plant an additional 60 across
the school grounds.
Next year’s Remembrance Sunday Service will take
place on Sunday 12th November. We always urge as
many members of the community to be a part of the
morning and would welcome any additional groups,
organisations or charities to join in with the Parade.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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The Mayor of Huntingdon’s
Christmas Message
This is my first year as Mayor
and just six months in, it
brings me great joy to be
able to write this Christmas
message to all of the
residents of Huntingdon!
Christmas is a special time for
everyone, whether you spend
it with family or friends, at
home or abroad. I find it is
a time to reflect on the year
that has passed and to make
exciting plans for the New Year
ahead. It’s a time to remember
absent friends and family and to
reconnect with people we may
not have seen for a while. In
the true spirit of Christmas it is
also a time to reach out to those
who are vulnerable or in difficult
circumstances and to help them
if we can.
I feel honoured to have been
a part of so many wonderful
events in the local community
throughout the last year. I have
been seriously impressed by
the level of community spirit,
partnership and commitment to
good causes within Huntingdon
and feel privileged to represent
you and our town. I have had
the pleasure of meeting so
many interesting, friendly and
passionate people.
2016 brought some challenges
for our Town and especially
for those families who have
settled in Huntingdon from
abroad, I hope that our town
response to this which has

10

been overwhelmingly positive
and supportive demonstrates
the true kindness of our
residents. Community cohesion
is very important and our
neighbourhoods are clearly
stronger if we find time to get
to know one another and work
together.
2017 and the New Year will
bring many new opportunities
for Huntingdon and its people,
especially with the recent
opening of new facilities for
the town, new shops and new
businesses. It was great to see
the transfer of the Cromwell
Museum to Huntingdon Town
Council take place and I have
great faith in the ability of the
new Cromwell Museum Trust
and Huntingdon Town Council
to promote Huntingdon’s proud
history and heritage. We need
to ensure Huntingdon thrives,
attracting strong business and
commerce, a high quality of living
with a good balance of leisure,
tourism and green spaces. The
green spaces of Huntingdon are
something I think we can all be
very proud of, the floral tributes
created around the town by our
Council ground staff to celebrate
100 years of RAF Wyton and
Her Majesty the Queens 90th
Birthday were truly amazing, the
Lancaster plane by the bus depot
and the crown by the Sebastopol
cannon were certainly a highlight
and attracted many admirers,
winning us a silver gilt at Anglia
in Bloom.

We have enjoyed celebrating
some serious milestones as a
Town in the past year, such as
Her Majesty the Queens 90th
Birthday, celebrated with a
proclamation from the Town
Hall and our part in the national
beacon lighting ceremony, the
100th Birthday celebration of
one of Huntingdon’s residents,
Sofia where we enjoyed cake,
music and lots of laughter!
Other memorable moments
throughout 2016 include the
100th anniversary of a number of
key army and naval battles from
the First World War, never did
the words ‘lost but not forgotten’
ring more true.
In the spirit of friendship and
the season I want to wish all
the townspeople a very Merry
Christmas and a peaceful and
happy New Year. I look forward
to meeting many more of you in
the year to come.

Cllr. Daryl Brown
Mayor of Huntingdon

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

December 2016

Festive Fun in Huntingdon!
Huntingdon was full of Christmas spirit
on Sunday 20th November, the day of the
Christmas Lights Switch On.

The event and lights display was funded by
Huntingdon Town Council and BID Huntingdon, but
huge thanks go to:

The town centre embraced the festive season as
it filled with hundreds of visitors coming along
to enjoy the range of entertainment, stalls and
activities on offer.

e HCR104fm for looking after the announcements

An array of free festive fun was on offer across the
afternoon, including a visit to Santa’s Grotto and the
Elf Workshop where Christmas wish lists and letters
to Father Christmas himself were sent off to the
North Pole!

And it didn’t stop there…
In true Christmas style, snow fell across the Market
Square all afternoon while donkeys (and pigmy
goats!) grazed alongside a live nativity scene.
Spectators enjoyed live puppet shows across the
afternoon and for those who wanted to escape the
snow, the PlayBus was on hand to offer soft play
within the comfort of a converted double decker
bus!
In advance of the Big Switch On, crowds gathered
on the Market Square to enjoy a fantastic laser
light show. Father Christmas and the Mayor of
Huntingdon, Councillor Daryl Brown then made their
way onto the Town Hall balcony for the countdown
to commence, resulting in a spectacular Christmas
lights display illuminating the town centre!

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

throughout the day

e Huntingdon Tesco Extra Community Space and the
Snack Shack for the sponsorship and running of
the Elf Workshop

e The Rotary Club of Huntingdon Cromwell for
getting Father Christmas to the event!

e McCarthy & Stone for sponsoring the gifts at
Santa’s Grotto

e Churches Together for bringing along the donkeys,
for the creation of the interactive Live Nativity
scene and the fantastic puppet shows

e Huntingdon Male Voice Choir for filling the town

centre with festive harmonies across the afternoon

e The brilliant number of local community groups

and charities who came along to raise awareness
and funds for a great variety of well deserving
charities

e All volunteers on the day whose hard work
ensured the event ran smoothly
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On your own on

Christmas Day?

Join us for Christmas
Day for Lunch and Tea
If you’ll be on your own on 25th December, Churches
Together in Huntingdon and Godmanchester warmly
invite you to join us for Christmas Day lunch and tea.

Where & When?

Lunch will be held by the International Prayer Palace
Church at the Huntingdon Youth Centre (HYC)
Sallowbush Road Huntingdon PE29 7AF
Guests are asked to arrive at 12:30noon for lunch at
1pm. There will be entertainments after lunch, then
tea at about 3:30pm

How will I get there?

We will provide for transport for those who are unable
to make their own way

Would you like to join us?

Civic Carol
Service

Huntingdon Town
Council’s Civic Carol
Service will now take place
in St Mary’s Church on
Tuesday 13th December.
All are welcome to attend
and enjoy an evening
of Christmas Carols and
readings. Should you wish to
attend, please arrive at the
Church by 7.15pm ready for a
7.30pm start.

Call 01480 878450 or email
ippc@prayerpalace.com

December, January & February Home Fixtures
Sat 03.12.16

HTFC v Oadby Town FC

15:00ko

Sat 10.12.16

HTFC v Northampton Sileby Rangers FC

15:00ko

Fri 23.12.16

HTFC v Eynesbury Rovers FC

19:45ko

Sat 07.01.16

HTFC v Cogenhoe United FC

15:00ko

Sat 21.01.16

HTFC v Leicester Nirvana FC

15:00ko

Sat 28.01.16

HTFC v Oadby Town FC

15:00ko

Sat 18.02.16

HTFC v Peterborough Sports

15:00ko

LARGE FREE CAR PARK—LICENCED BAR—HOT SNACKS

ABOUT 1/2 MILE FROM TESCO’S
King’s Ripton Road, Sapley, PE28 2NR
@HTFC_1995
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Christmas Services in
Huntingdon 2016
Huntingdon Town CofE all at St Mary’s Church

Huntingdonshire Community Church
(83a High Street)

11th December

10.30am Christingle

12th December

12noon HDC Carol Service

18th December

13th December

7.30pm Huntingdon Town Council
Carol Service

10.00am Christmas Guest Carol
Service

25th December

10.30am Christmas Day Service

15th December

7.30pm Cromwell Vets Carol Service

1st January

10am New Year’s Day Sunday Service

18th December

6.30pm Carols by Candlelight

24th December

4.00pm Crib Service
11.30pm Midnight Communion

Medway Christian Fellowship.

25th December

10.30am Christmas Communion

St Barnabas, Oxmoor CofE
18th December

3.00pm Carol Service

24th December

3.00pm The Blessing of the Crib with
carols

25th December

9.15am First Communion of 		
Christmas

11th December

4.00pm Messy Church at Christian
Centre, Nene Road

18th December

6.00pm Carols by Candlelight 		
at Trinity Free Church

25th December

10.30am All Age Christmas 		
Celebration at The Christian Centre,
Nene Road

Trinity Free Church, Huntingdon
18th December

All Saints, Hartford CofE
11th December

4.00pm Carol Service

24th December

3.00pm Nativity

25th December

6.00pm Carols by Candlelight
25th December

10.30am Christmas morning worship

11.30pm Midnight Communion

International Prayer Palace Church

11am Family Service

18th December

10.00am Carol Service Extravaganza
at One Leisure Centre

25th December

From 10.00am Christmas Day Super
Service at Huntingdon Youth Centre,
followed at 1pm by Christmas Day
lunch and tea for Huntingdon or 		
Godmanchester residents who would
otherwise be on their own. To book a
place phone 01480 878450

31st December

10pm Night Vigil to Sunday morning
at Huntingdon Youth Centre

St Michael the Archangel (Roman Catholic)
24th December

10.00am Confessions
6.00pm Mass
8.00pm Syro-Malabar Mass
10.00pm Mass

25th December

10.00am Mass
3.30pm Mass (Polish)

Daybreak Community Church, Brook House
(Luminus Building)
18th December

10.45am All age worship with
communion

10.45am Celebrate the peace and joy
of Christmas (with mince pies and
mulled wine after the service)

Huntingdon Methodist Church
18th December

10.15am Nativity service for all ages
6.30pm Carol Service

24th December

5.00pm Christingle

25th December

10.15am Christmas Praise

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Forthcoming
Council Meetings
Please note all meetings commence at 7.00pm
and take place in the Town Hall, Market Hill,
Huntingdon PE29 3PJ unless otherwise stated. For
further information, please contact Huntingdon
Town Council on 01480 411883 or email town.
council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
Thursday 8th December

Planning Applications 		
Panel
Finance Budget Sub 		
Committee

Thursday 15th December Finance Budget
Sub Committee
Thursday 22nd December Planning Applications 		
Panel
Thursday 5th January

Finance Budget Sub 		
Committee
Town Council

Thursday 12th January

Planning Applications 		
Panel
Finance Committee 		
(Budget)
Town Council (Budget)

Thursday 19th January

Planning Applications 		
Panel

Thursday 2nd February

Leisure & Community 		
Services Committee
Planning Committee
Planning Applications 		
Panel

Thursday 16th February

Finance Committee
Planning Applications 		
Panel

Thursday 2nd March

Town Council
Planning Applications 		
Panel

Thursday 16th March

Planning Committee
Planning Applications 		
Panel

14

Forthcoming Events
Thursday 8th December – Librarian Theatre presents
‘A Christmas Carol’. Visit Huntingdon Library at 7.30pm
for an evening of festive entertainment. Tickets £7 (£4
for concessions). For more information, visit www.
librariantheatre.com or call 0345 045 5225
Saturday 10th December - MS Therapy Centre Christmas
Bazaar. 12pm – 4pm at Bradbury House, Mayfield Road,
Huntingdon. Free entry. Come along and enjoy a raffle,
tombola and Father Christmas on hand to talk to the
children. For more information call 01480 458 688 or email
info@hpcmstc.co.uk.
Wednesday 14th December – Mayor of Huntingdon’s Gala
Performance of Aladdin by KD Panto. For one night only
tickets are £10 from the Mayor’s Secretary. Contact 01480
411883 or email marilyn.simpson@huntingdontown.gov.uk.
Wednesday 14th December – Cromwell Meadows WI
Christmas Party! Punch, nibbles and a ventriloquist from
7pm – 9pm at Godmanchester Baptist Church Centre. WI
meetings take place every 2nd Wednesday of the month
at the WI Centre, Walden Road, Huntingdon. 7pm – 9pm.
Contact karen@behindthewillowtrees.org.uk for more
information.
Saturday 17th December – Huntingdon Philharmonic
Family Christmas Concert. 7.30pm at the Hinchingbrooke
Performing Arts Centre. Prokofiev – Peter and the Wolf and
a feast of festive carols with guest conductor Lee Dunleavy.
Tickets £14 or £7 for students. For more information, call
01480 375678
Saturday 17th December – Huntingdon Male Voice
Choir Christmas Concert. 7.30pm at St Mary’s Church,
Huntingdon. Featuring brand new male choir, Sing2Help.
In support of MAGPAS Air Ambulance. Tickets £15 (£12 for
concessions). Call 01480 860902 for more information.
Sunday 18th December – Story with Santa! 10am – 3.15pm
at Hinchingbrooke Country Park. Meet Father Christmas
in his magical Grotto and listen to a special story before
receiving a gift. Lots of activities including face painting, gift
and craft stalls, winter trail walks around the park and much
more! £8 per child, adults free. Must be booked in advance.
For more information call 01480 388500 or visit www.
huntingdonshire.gov.uk/hinchingbrookecountrypark.
Friday 24th February – Rotary Club of Huntingdon Cromwell
presents Vaudeville is Alive! 7.30pm at The Commemoration
Hall. Variety acts, music, magic, dance, sketches and
comedy! Tickets £13. Contact Dee Wormald for more
information on 07549 155976.
Saturday 25th March – Mayor of Huntingdon’s Charity Ball.
£40 per ticket or for a table of 10, pay for 9. Contact 01480
411883 or email marilyn.simpson@huntingdontown.gov.uk.

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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The Mayor of Huntingdon –
Charity News and Events
My time so far as Mayor of Huntingdon has been a
fantastically busy and a varied few months! I have
thoroughly enjoyed engaging with so many sectors
of our local community, learning about the fantastic
organisations we are so lucky to have, who work
tirelessly to better the lives of people in our town.
I would love to list every event I have attended, along
with the groups I have met, but below is a snippet of
what I have been getting up to, and some of the activities
coming up over the next few months.
On the 30th October, I attended Huntingdon’s Poppy
Appeal Launch, hosted at Huntingdon’s Tesco Extra. I was
astonished that the Huntingdon Poppy Appeal had raised
a fantastic £30,000 in 2015 and I hope that the level of
support continues for 2016’s efforts.
The very next day I found myself celebrating another
wonderful achievement, 10 years of Shopmobility. The
service provided by Shopmobility is invaluable to many
members of Huntingdon’s community and to me, a
hidden gem of our town.

our country. The 13th November saw Remembrance
Sunday and I was overwhelmed at the number of people
coming together to pay their respects. I feel proud
that Huntingdon demonstrates such a strong sense of
community in marking such an important day.
We have now of course entered the festive season,
and my diary definitely reflects this! From opening the
new Pandora Store on the High Street to attending
Christmas productions, there’s a lot going on. Our annual
Pensioner’s Christmas Lunch took place at the Medway
Centre, which as always was hugely successful.
On Christmas Eve, I will be visiting Coneygear Court
with the Fire Service, delivering presents to homeless
members of our community and spending time with the
residents. Christmas is a time traditionally associated
with cheer and festivities, but I think it’s important to
remember that it can be a very difficult time for many. I
would encourage everyone to rally around their family,
friends and neighbours and provide them with the help
and support that they need.

On the 3rd November, I took part in the ‘Blindfold
Walk’ with the Guide Dogs, walking along Huntingdon’s
High Street to understand the obstacles presented to
members of our community with visual impairments.
The experience demonstrated that a number of
improvements can be made to our High Street, making
the town centre an easier area to navigate.
Friday 11th November marked Armistice Day and I felt
honoured to lay a wreath on behalf of our town. It was
wonderful to see pupils from local schools in attendance
to observe a two-minute silence and reflect on the
bravery of the men and women who fought and fell for

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

As we move into 2017, there are a number of charity
events planned, including the annual Mayor’s Charity
Ball in March. I selected four very deserving charities
for my year as Mayor, which I hope to raise some muchdeserved funds for. If you would like any information
about my charities, or for any fundraising events
planned, please contact the Mayor’s Secretary, Marilyn
Simpson on 01480 411883 or email marilyn.simpson@
huntingdontown.gov.uk
(and my sincere thanks go to Per Middleton and his team
at Huntingdon Fire HQ)
Cllr Daryl Brown
Mayor of Huntingdon
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Huntingdon In Bloom
Since the last issue of Huntingdon magazine came through
your doors, the results of Anglia In Bloom’s annual
competition have been announced, awarding a Silver Gilt to
Huntingdon! Commendation was also given to Huntingdon
Town Council’s 3D floral displays, for Hinchingbrooke
Park and biodiversity, and for Hunters Down Care Home’s
communal garden areas.
As always, the Huntingdon In Bloom Committee strives to
continue enhancing the town’s green and open spaces,
as well as outdoor areas for schools, businesses and local
service providers.
A spending bid had been submitted to secure funding for
six projects across the town, which has been successful.
Groups will be informed of the success in due course for the
projects to commence. Keep an eye out in the local press for how the funding will be
spent!
If you know of any areas in Huntingdon that need some TLC, please get in touch by emailing natasha.pierson@
huntingdontown.gov.uk. Alternatively, you might be interested in getting involved yourself. There are several
activities across the year where volunteers are very much needed and we can now offer Time Credits for any time
given. There is more information about this in the article below, so please get in touch should you want more
information.

Earn rewards through volunteering!
Huntingdon Town Council has recently partnered with Spice
Time Credits; a concept that allows you to give a little back
to your local community, in exchange for earning ‘Time
Credits’.
The way in which Time
Credits work is simple. If
you give an hour of your
time to your community,
your community will
say thank you by giving
you an hour back on
something you like to do. There are no limits
as to how many credits you can earn, and the more you
earn, the more you can spend.
Time Credits never expire and they don’t cost any money.
There are lots of ways to earn time credits, and hundreds of
ways to spend them across the country. Carers or support
workers are given free entry with anyone who has earnt
Time Credits and needs a bit of extra assistance.
There are places across the country that allow you to
spend your Time Credits. Whether your interests lie in arts,
theatre and music or recreation, leisure and sport, there is
something for everyone. And your spending isn’t restricted!
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Even if you earn your Time Credits in Huntingdon, you can
spend them anywhere in the Country!
Earning Time Credits isn’t just great for being able to benefit
from spending them, the volunteering you undertake will
also look great on your CV! You’ll have the chance to build
on your skills, meet new people and involve yourself in
activities you may not have previously had the chance to!
If you are interested in finding out more about how
you can earn Time Credits locally in Huntingdon, please
contact the Town Council by emailing natasha.pierson@
huntingdontown.gov.uk or by calling 01480 410384.
You can research Time Credits online by visiting
www.justaddspice.org, or you can ask for a
brochure by using the contact details above.
A sneak preview into things you can spend your
Time Credits on*:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Theatre tickets
Concert tickets
Cinema tickets
Museum entry
Course places
Bowling games

• Fitness classes
tickets/entry
• Swimming
• Use of sports
sessions
courts
• Beauty
• Free trips and
treatments
tours
• Sports match *At selected venues

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Improving the life chances of local
people through HOPE Social Enterprise
Luminus is committed to improving our communities and the life chances of
local people by making a positive impact on worklessness. One of the ways
we achieve this is through HOPE Social Enterprises, which is based in Glebe
Road, Huntingdon.
Volunteering at HOPE
Looking to learn new skills and meet new people?
HOPE offers a wide range of volunteer opportunities to people who are
long and short term unemployed. HOPE collects donated furniture and
household items to sell in the HOPE Shop. With the help of volunteers,
many items are up-cycled, giving them a new lease of life, while providing
volunteers with the opportunity to gain new skills, or use their existing
skills. If you’d like to volunteer, please visit www.luminus.org.uk/hope.
Woodwork and Carpentry Skills Taster Sessions
Struggle to engage in traditional learning? Over 19 years old and
unemployed?
'Come and try' our introductory taster sessions in carpentry! Run over
ten weeks, the taster sessions give participants the opportunity to try
something new and develop their skills that may lead to finding paid
work. Funded by Cambridgeshire Adult Learning Fund (CALF), there are
two courses in 2017, starting on 17 January and 26 April. Please visit
www.luminus.org.uk/events, or contact HOPE on 01480 428355, or
email hope@luminus.org.uk.

On your marks,
get set, flip!
Every year, Huntingdon Town Council
celebrates Pancake Day traditions with a
morning full of free pancake fun!
Next year, Pancake Day falls on Tuesday 28th
February and as always, we will be looking
for contestants to join in with the spectacular
Pancake Flipathon! Entering involves flipping
your pancake in a pan with as much style as
possible around the Market Square – but can
you make it to the finish line with your pancake
in one piece?!

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Winners will receive an individual
prize, with medals awarded to
first and second place. Everyone
who takes part will receive a
small chocolate egg.
There are various ways that you
can take part in the Flipathon;
you can collect an entry form
from the Town Council offices
at the Town Hall, Market Hill,
Huntingdon, e-mail
hayley.burns@huntingdontown.gov.uk or simply
turn up on the day to cheer our entrants on! Please
contact the Town Council before the 20th February to
let us know if you’d like to enter!
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photograph courtesy of the Hunts Post

The Flipathon will take place on Shrove Tuesday,
the 28th February, around the boundary of
the Market Square, starting at 11.00 am and
lasting until midday. The Flipathon is a free event and
is open to individuals of all abilities and ages, as well as
teams of four for a Retail Relay. Any speedy flippers will
be instantly disqualified, as judging is based purely on
flipping style and variety!

The event always kick-starts with Mayors of local
market towns taking part in the famous ‘Chain Gang’
Flipathon! Come along to see who has the most flair
and creativity with their pancake
flipping techniques! Last year the
Guide Dogs even came along to
join in with the fun!
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Who’s Who at the Council
It can sometimes be difficult to decipher which authority
to contact for various queries related to Huntingdon. The
Town, District and County Council all have different areas
of responsibility, which are highlighted below. We hope

East Ward Councillors:
Daryl Brown
Jay Dyne
Sonia Dyne
Stuart Hassell
Bill Hensley
Jeremy Jacobs
Susan Mulcahy
Richard Valatka

West Ward Councillors:
Ann Blackwell
Tanya Forster
Sarah Gifford
Ben Manning
Steve McAdam
Brett Morrell
Tom Sanderson

North Ward Councillors:
Ann Beevor
Leedo George
Patrick Kadewere
Alan Mackender-Lawrence

CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
INDEPENDENT
LABOUR
LABOUR
LABOUR
INDEPENDENT

this guide proves helpful if you have any specific questions.
Should you wish to contact one of your Huntingdon Town
Councillors, their details are provided below. All Councillors
can be contacted by calling the office on 01480 411883.

Huntingdon Town Council is responsible for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Allotments
Cemeteries and Closed Churchyards
Parks and Open Spaces*
Children’s Play Areas
Sports Facilities and Recreational Grounds
War Memorials
The Town Hall
The Medway Centre
The KGV St Peters Road Depot
Town Twinning
Community Grant Awards
Statutory Consultee for Planning Matters
Civic and Community Events
Huntingdon Youth Town Council
Community Newsletter – Huntingdon
The Cromwell Museum Building

HTC is also responsible for maintaining the following Parks
& Open Spaces: Victoria Square, KGV Sapley Road, Hartford
Garden of Rest, Hartford Church Gardens, St Mary’s Church
Gardens, All Saint’s Church Gardens, St John Closed Grounds,
Bus Station Grounds, Sebastopol Cannon Site, Castle Hills,
Jubilee Park, Frenchs Fields, KGV St Peters, Bloomfield Park,
Coneygear Park, Sallowbush II, & Town Sign Green.
Telephone 01480 411883 or visit
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

Huntingdon District Council is responsible for:
•
•
•
•
•

Rubbish Collection
Street Cleaning
Planning and Planning Enforcement
Housing
Housing Improvement Grants

•
•
•
•
•

Environmental Health
Licensing
Elections
Parks and Open Spaces*
One Leisure Centre

•
•
•
•
•

Car Parks
Markets
CCTV
Tax Collection
Standards Board

•
•
•
•

Countryside Services
Building Control
Voluntary Sector
Public Conveniences

HDC is also responsible for maintaining the following Parks & Open Spaces: Sapley Park, Spring Common, Views Common,
Hinchingbrooke Country Park, Riverside Park, Riverside Meadows, Hartford Wood & Sparrowhawk Way tree belt
Telephone 01480 388388 or visit www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk

Cambridgeshire County Council is responsible for:
• Education
• Roads and Traffic

• Footpaths
• Libraries

• Social Services
• Park and Ride

• Bus Passes
• Recycling

• Street Lighting
• Trading Standards

Telephone 0345 0455200 or visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk
For a more detailed breakdown of the services provided by the three tiers of local government,
please visit www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/atoz

18

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

December 2016

Huntingdon magazine readers’ survey
1. Do you enjoy reading Huntingdon magazine?
a) Yes
b) No

q
q

2. Huntingdon magazine is a quarterly magazine, with issues being delivered in March, June,
September and December of each year. Do you think this frequency is:
a)
b)
c)
d)

Just right		
Too infrequent
Too frequent
Not required

q
q
q
q

3. Huntingdon magazine is available to view on Huntingdon Town Council’s website. Would you
use the internet to view Huntingdon magazine?
a) Yes q
b) No
q
c) I don’t have access to the internet q
4. Do you rely on obtaining useful information about Huntingdon Town Council and other local
authorities/service providers/groups/organisations in Huntingdon?
a)
b)
c)
d)

Yes q
No
q
I can get the information from elsewhere
If you tick C, please advise where		

q
q

.......................................................................................................................................................
5. What do you like about Huntingdon magazine?
.......................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................
6. How do you think we could improve Huntingdon magazine?
.......................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................
7. Each copy of Huntingdon magazine costs 30p to produce and deliver per household.
Huntingdon Town Council is looking to seek advertising to lower the cost per copy. As a
reader, do you think Huntingdon magazine is good value for money?
a) Yes
b) No

q
q

8. Would you be interested in advertising in Huntingdon magazine –
a) Yes q b) No q if Yes, please provide contact details.
.......................................................................................................................................................
Once completed, please return this survey to: Huntingdon Town Council, Town Hall, Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ
Alternatively, you can email your comments to town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk Thank you

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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