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HM The Queen’s 90th Birthday
Celebrations
On Thursday 21st April, Huntingdon
joined in with celebrations across
the county to mark Her Majesty The
Queen’s 90th Birthday.
Celebrations began in the morning,
where Huntingdonshire District
Council and Huntingdon Town Council
hosted a Flag Raising Ceremony. A
Civic Procession left the Town Hall
and made its way to Pathfinder House
where over 100 members of the local
community gathered to mark the
occasion. Speeches were given by
the Chairman of the District Council,
the Deputy Lord Lieutenant and the
Mayor of Huntingdon. A procession
then made its way back to the Town
Hall where all were able to enjoy a
cup of tea.
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Celebrations
continued
into the
evening
where
Huntingdon’s
Beacon was
lit as part of
a chain of
over 1,000
across the
United Kingdom. Over 500 spectators
gathered as the Mayor of Huntingdon,
Councillor Bill Hensley lit the Beacon
at Castle Hills.
The lighting was followed by the
singing of the National Anthem, led by
the Wyton and Brampton Voluntary
Band and Military Wives Choir.

Photograph: MOD Crown copyright

Many smaller scale celebrations
have taken place across local schools
and community groups with further
events planned across the year. The
next celebration in Huntingdon will
see the annual Pensioner’s Summer
Tea take place on the Market Square
on Thursday 9th June in the form of a
traditional Street Party.
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From the Town
Clerk’s Desk…
I open by recording the passing of Ted Bocking,
(former Town Clerk 1980 – 2002). It was fitting that
the Town Council was able to bestow the honour of
making Ted an Honorary Freeman of the Town.
At the end of April, the Annual Town Meeting was held to hear
the reports of the Town Council over the last 12 months and
the opportunity for members of the public to ask questions of
the council.
The new Municipal Year, by tradition starts with the Annual
‘Mayor Making’ Town Council meeting. Councillor Daryl Brown
was elected Town Mayor and Councillor Jay Dyne appointed
Deputy Town Mayor, with Sonia Dyne, as Deputy Mayoress.
Expressions of thanks were extended to retiring Town Mayor
Councillor Bill Hensley, who was presented with his Past
Mayor’s badges, covering his three year term as Town Mayor.
Two major events are forthcoming. To mark HM The Queen’s
Official Birthday, a pensioners ‘Street Party’ will be held in the
Market Square on Thursday 9th June. On Sunday 26th June,
RAF Wyton will be exercising the Freedom of the Town, which
marks the centenary of the opening RAF Wyton station, along
with the 60th anniversary of the Freedom of the Town.
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As part of Huntingdon In Bloom, the Estates Services Team are
marking the 70th anniversary of the first flight of the Lancaster
aircraft, with a 3D flower display at Princes Street, and for HM
The Queen’s 90th Birthday, a 3D crown at the Canon Site on
George Street.
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Councillor Profile – Jay Dyne
I would like to take this opportunity
to thank you for electing me as your
representative as one of Huntingdon
Town Councillors for Huntingdon East
Ward.
I would like to introduce myself and
tell you about my family. I moved
to Huntingdon in 2000 from Essex.
I am a qualified emergency medical
technician, I have been awarded an
commendation for saving a life and been
part of a team in saving the life of the Queens cousin, but
had to leave work to become a full time carer for my wife
who has a number of medical conditions as well as being in
remission from breast cancer, we have been together since
we were 14 years old.
We have three girls Abbey, Bronte and Imogen all of them

are working in Huntingdon. Our son Caleb is 14 and
attends Hinchingbrooke school and attends local
sporting clubs, and we have three grandchildren in the
local schools and pre-school. We live in Hartford in a
very friendly neighbourhood where everyone looks
out for each other.
In 2005 I supported my wife Sonia in making a film
for the Huntingdon 800 celebration on behalf of
the Huntingdon Town council which was a yearlong
project.
I like participating in local issues and making
differences for the residents of Huntingdon, better
green spaces, play areas and events plus any other
important issues. I would also like to see more
businesses working in Huntingdon making it a more
vibrant place to live and work.
Councillor Jay Dyne

Finance Committee Overview
The Finance Standing Committee is represented by all 19
Councillors and is designed to oversee all of Huntingdon
Town Council’s financial activities, initiating discussions
and setting trends for future development. It provides
another layer of security, scrutinising Sub Committees’
recommendations.
The strategic decision of keeping the Precept at last
year’s level has stimulated the search for further options,
optimizing the resources already available. The current
Huntingdon Town Tax remains at £128.13 per household
per year (band D).
During the period, Finance Standing Committee had ten
meetings
Finance Sub Committee. Chairman Cllr Richard Valatka,
Vice Chairman Cllr Ann Blackwell
The Sub Committee has processed the initial information
going into more detail, to prepare the recommendations
for the Standing Committee. Various meetings were
dedicated to line-by-line scrutinising of the previous
budget, to find internal reserves to stop raising tax. Have
taken decisions on fund investment opportunities etc.
Had four meetings.
Staffing Sub Committee. Chairman Cllr Susan Mulcahy,
Vice Chairman Cllr Tom Sanderson
Took balanced approach on the daily matters arising.
Has filled vacancies of Finance Manager and Head
Groundsman, involved into apprentice programme and
optimized the performance.
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Created dedicated Working group to look at the staffing
levels, duties and pay in detail.
Had five meetings.
Grants Sub Committee. Chairman Cllr Tanya Foster,
Vice Chairman Cllr Armands Dovans
Has followed grant application process, making sure the
funds are shared between qualifying candidates in the
proportionate manner. The Sub Committee also had to
deal with the previously made agreement granting the
last payment of £20,000 to the Commemoration Hall
(£9,600 less than last year).
Had two meetings.
Lettings Sub Committee. Chairman Cllr Tom Sanderson,
Vice Chairman Cllr Brett Morrell
Considering social significance of the premises, took
balanced approach to adjust to the current and projected
levels of use, kept the rates affordable for the residents.
Has improved the facilities. Had four meetings.
Twinning Sub Committee. Chairman Cllr Daryl Brown,
Vice Chairman Cllr Patrick Kadewere
Made sure Huntingdon Town is represented
internationally, contributed to the relationships with
our partner towns, presented regular and very detailed
updates.
Had two meetings.
Cllr Richard Valatka
Chairman of the Finance Committee

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Leisure and Community Services Committee
It’s been a busy and productive year on the Leisure and
Community Services Committee, which began with the
installation of new play equipment at Coneygear Park by the
Town Council’s Estates Services Team. The equipment was
paid for by the recent development at Thongsley and included
improvements to the football pitch and grounds maintenance.
Events at the park for residents have been highly successful and
run by Shilpa, the Manager of the Medway Centre and Esme
Richardson who runs the Snack Shack. I was impressed to see a
big turnout for the Easter Egg Hunt back in March where almost
four hundred people visited at some stage during the day.
I’m pleased to report that further funding for the park has been
forthcoming from HDC in the region of £282k. I’m grateful to
the operations team at the District Council for obtaining this
funding and also for providing us with further opportunities to
improve and add to our play facilities around the town. We have
just submitted a bid to fund a new play area in Sallowbush Road,
a multi-use games area in Stukeley Meadows and new goal
end facilities at Sapley Road and Frenches Field. In all, this will
amount to a substantial improvement to our town and I hope
they will be enjoyed for many years to come.

Planning Committee
Huntingdonshire District Council is the planning authority.
Huntingdon Town Council works in conjunction with the
planning authority on planning matters relevant to the town.
The Council invites any large scale planning projects that may
affect the town to come and provide information and answer
queries to enable the committee to put forward an informed
opinion.
This year we have had many large scale developments,
including:
1. Lidl food store which initially the Town Council refused
because of concern about the effect on traffic on the
railway bridge junction. The Town Council suggested that
there should be a no right turn coming out of Lidl. The
District Council allowed the Lidl development to go through.
After being open for a short while the congestion became a
problem, the Town Council has contacted Cambridgeshire
County Council who are now undertaking an audit on the
junction
2. A presentation on the Ferrars Road development of 30
houses and 44 flats. The Town Council asked if the Brook
could be open as green space. The Planning Committee was
told the Brook could not be open but the builders would
ensure the underground water course is safe
3. The Council has had 2 presentations about 12-14 Ermine
retirement living development of 47 apartments. Concerns
were expressed about the sky line, and parking. The
developers addressed the Town Councils concerns adding
additional car parking and reducing the number of
apartments

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Earlier this month I attended and chaired a public meeting
at the Medway Centre to discuss options for improving
community facilities in Huntingdon North ward. The Medway
Centre will require some refurbishment in the near future
and a new purpose built centre could be an option. Those
that attended were vocal in expressing their opinions on the
future of the Centre and further discussions and consultation
will be carried out soon.
The Town Council continues to work on a number of civic and
community events across the calendar year. In 2015/16, the
Town Council was involved in running over 20 events, from
the traditional Pensioner’s summer and Christmas lunches, to
Wedding Fayres and Commemorative Ceremonies. The Town
Hall obtained its Marriage License back in July 2015 with one
ceremony having taken place back in March and another five
ceremonies confirmed. I hope that in time, the Town Hall
will become a regular venue for wedding ceremonies and
receptions.
Councillor Tom Sanderson
Chairman of the Leisure and Community Services Committee

4. The Town Council recommended approval of the Aldi
store but requested that the store design should be
more sympathetic and in keeping with the neighbouring
properties
5. Resident were concerned about traffic cutting through
Great Northern St. Cambridgeshire County Council have
installed a traffic order preventing access via Ermine Street.
The Town Council contributed £883.29 being 10% of the
total cost
6. Chequers Court redevelopment is moving forward with
new stores confirmed, such as Next and Marks and Spencer
7. Nandos restaurant opened in 2015, taking over the old
Blockbuster store site, at Tower Fields Leisure Park
8. The old Anglian Water Building is being converted into 56
residential units
9. JD Wetherspoons has begun work on a new public house in
Huntingdon
10. All Saint’s Church has begun extensive refurbishment,
including a new floor and kitchen
The Planning Applications Panel provides comments on any
planning applications, work to trees, street naming and
change of use of properties relevant to Huntingdon.
The Town Council is consulted on large local developments
that may affect Huntingdon such as Alconbury Weald, Wyton
Airfield also of course updates on the A14 Scheme.
Members of the public are welcome to attend both Planning
Applications Panel meetings and Planning Committees and
can speak on matters on the agenda.
Councillor Ann Beevor
Chairman of the Planning Committee
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News from the Medway Centre
The Medway Centre continues to
remain busy but we do have space
to accommodate new regular groups
and one off hires. If you’re a new
group wishing to start up, please
come and visit me at the Medway
Centre and I’ll try my hardest to help
accommodate you. There are many

grants available also for community
groups, which I will gladly signpost
you to. Our hire prices have been
kept consistently low, so lots of
incentives to book the centre. If
you’re an organisation wishing to
hire the Medway Centre, we can
provide tea/coffee for you also. This

comes with the added benefit of lots
of free parking, a projector, a fully
stocked kitchen, a fantastic sound
system and Wi-Fi throughout the
building. The picture below shows
how the Hall would be ideal for a
conference or any large gathering.
Now Christmas may be months
away, but we are already taking
party bookings – we’ll even help
you get a bar in! Get in quick and
secure your date today! For any
information regarding the Medway
Centre, please phone me or the
Assistant Manager Gwen Freeman
on 01480 388677.
Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Medway Centre Manager

News from Coneygear Park
It’s that time of year when we all want to visit the
park and enjoy this glorious weather. Coneygear Park
is the place to be! We have had some litter problems
and as a result of this, the Friends of Coneygear Park
Committee wanted to encourage young people to
enter a poster competition about litter. We had lots of
entries and I’m pleased to say that the winners have
been chosen.
Ben Roberts and Mitchell Suckling, both from Spring
Common Academy, were recently presented with

Coneygear Park Poster Competition Winners
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their prizes from the former Mayor of Huntingdon
(Bill Hensley) and the Chairman of the Friends of
Coneygear Park Committee (Adrian Woodbridge) at
an assembly at the school. The school also received
a £40 voucher. Thank you to everyone that entered.
Please help us by looking after the park and making
it safe place for us all to enjoy.
With the summer months approaching, there are
lots of events planned for the park. The Coneygear
Park Summer Gala will be back on Sunday 17 July
2016 and will run from 11am to 3pm. As the petting
zoo is so popular, we’ve booked them again! There
will be lots of other activities for young people to
enjoy on the day also so please come along and
have a great time. The Snack Shack also will be
running weekly events starting on Thursday 28
July 2016. The events will run every Thursday for 5
weeks from 11am to 2pm with the last event being
on Thursday 25 August 2016. These events are very
popular as the Snack Shack provides refreshments,
picnic bags for £1 and free craft activities/outdoor
games and treasure hunts to name a few. We look
forward to seeing you all this summer!
Shilpa Desai Sakaldip

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

June 2016

News from your Town Council
Annual Report of the Council 2015/16
A report was given at the 2016 Annual Town
Meeting, which took place on Thursday 28th
April in the Town Hall. The meeting was an
opportunity to hear what the Council has
been doing over the past 12 months and
to ask questions about services the Council
provides or to raise any other matters in the
town.
On Thursday 7th May 2015, the local elections
took place, resulting in a new council
administration for Huntingdon Town Council.
There were 62 candidates for 19 seats, with the
outcome resulting in 10 new elected Members.
The council administration now consists of 16
Conservative representatives and 3 Labour.
The Council’s Annual Meeting was held on
Thursday 19th May 2015, where Councillor Bill
Hensley was elected as Mayor of Huntingdon for a
third year. Councillor Daryl Brown was elected as
Deputy Mayor having been newly elected onto the
Council in the May elections.
Thanks were given to Reverend Andrew Milton
for his support as the Mayor’s Chaplain, to Dennis
Smith for his support as Macebearer and to Doug
McIlwain for running the Mayor of Huntingdon’s
fundraising activities for the last three years.
The Council’s services continue to be provided
by core administrative staff in the Town Hall. The
Estates Services Team continues to work tirelessly,
maintaining the Town Council’s ever growing open
spaces portfolio, play areas, parks and gardens
as well as the town’s cemetery grounds and four
allotment sites. The team still operates from the
King George V Field Depot off St Peters Road.
There have been some changes to the team, with
the retirement of our former Parks Manager,
Dennis Smith. Dennis worked for Huntingdon
Town Council for 27 years and is missed by us
all, although he still forms part of the team in his
role as Macebearer. John Whitehead also retired
from the team after 28 years. Peter Haynes was

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

appointed as Head Groundsman to replace
Dennis and the team is looking to expand by
appointing an apprentice in the near future.
In October 2015, Helen Merrick joined the
team in the Town Hall as the new Responsible
Financial Officer for Huntingdon Town Council.
The Medway Centre continues to be managed
by the Centre Manager and Assistant Manager,
alongside a team of dedicated cleaners and
caretakers. Two of these caretakers also look
after the caretaking and cleaning of the Town
Hall, including the office space for Rural Cambs
Citizen’s Advice Bureau, who currently resides
on the ground floor of the Town Hall.
The Council’s work continues to be discharged
by three main committees of Finance, Planning
and Leisure and Community Services. There
are a number of Sub Committees and Working
Parties that are delegated powers to make
recommendations on different aspects of
council business, with all final decisions being
approved and ratified at main committee
meetings.
As a result of these meetings, Huntingdon
Town Council has acted within its powers and
duties to achieve a number of positive changes
in the town, a summary of which can be found
on our website, www.huntingdontown.gov.uk.
We hope that as residents you are confident
that your Town Council looks after the needs
of Huntingdon as best it can, but please
let us know if there are areas within our
responsibility that you feel could be improved
or changed.
Should you as a resident of our town have
any suggestions for further improvements,
projects or events that Huntingdon Town
Council could consider, please do contact
us on 01480 411883 or email town.
council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

7

June 2016

News from the Head Groundsman
Summer is here and I hope when
you read this we have started
or finished planting the summer
bedding, which we grow in-house
down at the depot. If you ride
around the town you will see
the Lancaster plane 3D floral
display at the Bus Station to
mark 100 years of flying from
Wyton Airfield. We also have a
3D crown floral display to celebrate HM The Queen’s
90th Birthday, which is at the Cannon Site on Brampton
Road. Both displays have been hand made by the
Estates Services Team and have been created using
recycled materials.

than we were in 2015. We have had a full year to plan
and have had plenty of good projects that we have
worked on. My personal highlights of the campaign
so far have been helping young people get involved
with planting snow drops at Bloomfield Park and going
into local schools helping them to plant their own
vegetables.

I am looking forward to Huntingdon’s entry into Anglia
in Bloom this year as I think we are better equipped

Peter Haynes
Head Groundsman

The Estates Services Team has seen a shift in faces, with
two new starters. Andrew Buddle has been appointed
to replace retired member of staff John Whitehead,
and Jonathan Kirwin is going to temporarily fill a post
over the summer months for another staff member.
We are also in the process of looking at taking on an
apprentice.
Have a great summer and enjoy your gardens.

Huntingdon In Bloom’s

Best Kept Front Garden Competition!
To enter the annual Best Kept Front Garden
competition, your garden has to be seen from a
public walkway. Judging is based on flowers and
plants in gardens and/or containers, containing
some all-round planting with perhaps perennials,
shrubs or trees
with neat and
tidy surrounds,
whether grass or
hard area. Street
entries must
consist of two or
more houses and
together show
that residents keep their front gardens tidy and
colourful.

Form for ‘Best Kept’ Competitions

Judging for these competitions will take place
during the last week of June, in order for the
Anglia in Bloom portfolio to be submitted in time.
The closing date for entries is Friday 17th June.
We do understand that all your bedding plants
may not be in full bloom but will be looking for
the potential!

(please give house numbers)
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Name:..............................................................
Address:...........................................................
Postcode:.........................................................
Contact Number:.............................................
Email:...............................................................
I would like to enter:
Best Front Garden...........................................
Best Street .....................................................
Please return this slip to: Hayley Burns, Town
Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ
Enquiries should be sent to: hayley.burns@
huntingdontown.gov.uk or call 01480 410380

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Huntingdon in Bloom
launches into summer mode!

Huntingdon In Bloom Launch

Photograph: David King

part of the national litter pick,
Since being awarded with overall
Silver back in 2015, the Huntingdon
Clean for the Queen. Over 200
In Bloom Committee has been
individuals were involved in the
building on new projects and
three day big clean, resulting
ideas, along with meeting new
in over 200 bags of collected
businesses, groups and schools
rubbish.
to try and achieve even more for
• The Huntingdon Grafham Water
2016.
Lions Club has been busy at the
NHS Newtown Centre, clearing
To officially launch the 2016
campaign, Huntingdon In Bloom
an overgrown flower bed in the
arranged for a raised rose garden
communal courtyard garden.
to be planted in Coneygear Park.
The flower bed will be replanted
12 sponsored Queen Elizabeth
and new seating will be installed
roses were planted on Thursday
to make the area welcoming
21st April, to mark Her Majesty’s
for patients and staff during the
90th Birthday. Community groups,
summer months.
clubs and charities attended the
• Ringshill Carehome has taken
planting along with 30 pupils from
on an allotment plot to provide
neighbouring Thongsley Fields
home grown local produce for
Primary School. The Snack Shack
residents at the home. The
kindly provided light refreshments
Carehome has partnered with
and the garden was officially opened
a local business to help create
by the Mayor of Huntingdon,
a wheelchair friendly patio area
Councillor Bill Hensley.
and raised vegetable patches
As always, there are a number of ‘In
at the allotment plot, enabling
Bloom’ projects on the go. Below is
residents to go and enjoy some
a snippet as to what the team has
light gardening. A group planting
been up to:
day took place on the 17th May
where 50 residents and members
• Huntingdon In Bloom worked
of the local community attended
with Huntingdonshire District
the allotment for its grand
Council along with many local
opening!
businesses and groups to be a

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

• Four Eco Toilet waterless toilets
have now been installed across
the four allotment sites in
Huntingdon. The provision of this
facility now means that allotment
gardeners are able to work on
their plots all day.
• Huntingdon In Bloom awarded
the Huntingdon and District
Rainbows with a specially created
‘Huntingdon In Bloom’ badge
after completing 5 environmental
projects. The presentation
took place at the Huntingdon
Tesco Extra Community Space.
Completed projects undertaken
involved making bird fat balls,
which were given to local
care homes, painting recycled
hedgehog dens and bird boxes,
which are now located across
Huntingdon’s outdoor spaces,
planting 1000 snowdrops in
Bloomfield Park and creating
scarecrows out of recycled plant
pots.
• On the 21st March, Huntingdon In
Bloom joined with Hinchingbrooke
School, where 50 tree saplings
were planted around the school
grounds. The school has an Eco
Committee, which runs a number
of other outdoor projects. The
ultimate aim for the school is to
be awarded with the Eco Award.
Huntingdon In Bloom’s ultimate aim
is to bring the community together
by supporting projects across the
town, helping to enhance and
improve garden and communal
areas. If you would like to be
involved or know of a community
space that could be enriched by
the In Bloom team, please get
in touch with natasha.pierson@
huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Former Mayor’s Fundraising Round Up
2015/16
It was an honour to be re-elected Mayor
of Huntingdon for the third time. My first
thoughts were how could we beat the
last years amazing totals The fundraising
team headed my Doug McIlwain had
set a target of £10000.00 for the year
2015/16.
It all started with Roy Chandler having his Chest
Waxed for charity followed by;
• The Mayors Charity BBQ at the Holiday Inn
• Zumbathon 2015 at the Medway Centre
• Halloween Paranormal investigations at
the Town Hall
• A Candle Party at the Town Hall
• Bingo at the Medway Centre
• Christmas Dinner with the Mayor at the
Town Hall
• Quiz Night at the Medway
• Murder at the Meads in the Town
Hall Court Rooms
• The Mayors Charity Ball at the
Marriott Hotel
• A Walk Across the O2 in London
• Zumbathon 2016 at the Medway
• Bingo at the Medway
• The Mayor of Huntingdon’s
Charity Race at Jubilee Park
• And Finally the annual Bowls day at the
outdoor bowls club
All in all a fantastic year, raising just over
£10,000 bringing the total raised for the
3 years to just shy of £50,000. My thanks
go to Doug McIlwain who chaired my
committee helped in no small way by Cllr
Tanya Forster, Cllr Susan Mulcahy, Cllr
Daryl Brown, Debbie Marsden (Belleza)
Zoe McCaffrey (Rainbows) Alyce Barber
(Tesco) Marilyn Simpson (Mayor’s Secretary)
Councillor Bill Hensley
Former Mayor of Huntingdon
2013/14 2014/15 2015/16
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Mayor of Huntingdon 2016/17
Over 100 guests gathered at the Town
Hall on the evening of Thursday 12th
May 2016, where Huntingdon Town
Councillors unanimously voted for
Councillor Daryl Brown to serve as
Mayor of Huntingdon for the local
government year 2016/17
Additionally, the Council appointed
Councillor Jay Dyne as Deputy Mayor
with Mrs Sonia Dyne acting as Deputy
Mayoress.
In line with tradition, the new Mayor of
Huntingdon, Councillor Brown announced
his charities for the year. Four local
organisations were announced as the
chosen charities for the year:

1. The Ladybird Boat Trust
The Ladybird Boat Trust was set up in
2013 and is based at Hartford Marina
near Huntingdon. The vessel Ladybird is
wheelchair accessible and accommodates
up to 20 passengers in a large heated cabin
complete with kitchen and wheelchair
accessible toilet facilities. The open
foredeck area enables passengers to enjoy
to the full the magnificent scenery and
wildlife on the river.
Trips are open to groups of the
disadvantaged or disabled, young or
elderly (and their carers) based within
reasonable road travel distance from our
base on the Great Ouse near Huntingdon,
Cambridgeshire. A typical trip is between
10am and 3pm (April to October), and is
either upstream towards Godmanchester
and Brampton, or down to the
Hemingfords and St Ives.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

2. The Huntingdon In-Town Centre
The In-Town Centre meets each Thursday
throughout the year in St Mary's Hall near
the bus station in Huntingdon. The current
membership is in the region of 25 and is open
to all local residents who for various reasons
are isolated and in need of friendship and
company. By definition, most of the members
are either widowed or have no close family
members living locally.

3. Huntingdon Football Club
The original Huntingdon Town was formed
in the 1800’s and won the Huntingdonshire
Senior Cup eleven times before World War 1.
The modern club was established in 1980 as
the Montagu and later renamed the Sun FC
before taking on its current and original name
again in 1995. Huntingdon Town Football Club
is the highest league club in Huntingdon; it has
its home at Jubilee Park, off Kings Ripton Road
in Huntingdon. Established in its current form
in 1995 the club celebrates its 21st Birthday
this year.

4. Huntingdonshire Society for the Blind
Huntingdonshire Society for the Blind is
an independent, local charity dedicated to
supporting people with sight impairment who
live in the old county of Huntingdonshire. The
society provides a wide range of activities and
services tailored to the individual needs of our
members, their carers and families, including:
• Home visit outreach service to assess needs
and provide information and support
• Identification of and assistance with
entitlements applications
• Visual and mobility aid equipment centre
• Monthly social meetings, sports and leisure
groups with annual outings
• Quarterly newsletters
• Emotional support
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RAF Wyton Freedom March
To mark the 60th anniversary of the
Freedom of the Town, and to celebrate the
Centenary of aviation from the station, RAF
Wyton will be parading through Huntingdon
on Sunday 26th June.
The parade will commence with a ceremony
on the Market Square, commencing at
3.35pm, in time with a scheduled flypast.
The Mayor of Huntingdon, the RAF Wyton
Station Commander and the Lord Lieutenant
will carry out an inspection of the troops
before the Freedom Scroll is marched along
the High Street to exercise the station’s
freedom.
Additionally to the event, RAF Wyton will be
displaying an exhibition to demonstrate the
aviation journey of RAF Wyton over its 100 years of
flying. The exhibition will be available to view in the
Town Hall from Monday 27th June until Friday 1st
June 2016, between 10.00am and 3.00pm.
In line with Wyton celebrating its Centenary,
Huntingdon Town Council’s Estates Services Team
has created a 3D Floral Lancaster Display, which

can be seen by the Town Sign, opposite the Bus
Station. The display has been made entirely out
of recycled materials and plants grown in the
Council’s nursery. During the Second World War, 83
Squadron flew the Lancaster from RAF Wyton. One
of the Lancaster planes, R5868 OL – ‘Q for Queenie’
completed 68 operational sorties. The Lancaster
was transferred to 467 Squadron where it flew for
the remainder of the war, amassing a total of 137
operations.

Celebrating Saint George!
On Friday 22nd April,
Huntingdon Town Council
partnered with the Royal
Society of Saint George to
hold a celebratory Church
Service and evening meal.
Over 150 guests gathered in St
Mary’s Church with representation
from the local Scout, Guide and
Sea Cadet units. The Scouts and
Guides renewed their promises and
additional celebrations took place
during the service to mark HM The
Queen’s 90th Birthday.
At the conclusion of the service, 50
guests made their way back to the
Town Hall to enjoy an evening meal
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in the Assembly Hall where speeches
and toasts were made.
The evening was thoroughly enjoyed
by all and thanks go to all groups
who joined in with the celebrations.

fellow Englishmen. If you would like
to join the Huntingdon Branch of
the Society please contact
David Neal on 01353 664547 or
email davehjneal@aol.co.uk.

Membership of the Royal Society of
Saint George is open to all people
who share the love of England
and Englishness. Those joining the
Society today are following in the
footsteps of such great Englishmen
as Lord Baden-Powell, defender
of Mafeking and founder of the
world-wide Scout movement, and
Sir Winston Churchill, soldier and
statesman, whose leadership of
his nation in wartime continues to
provide inspiration to generations of
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Spotlight Productions - Disco Inferno
It was fantastic, the best ever
Spotlight show and there have
been some true greats!
We introduced some members
of the family to the pleasures of
Spotlight this year. At the end
they simply uttered “brilliant!” As
for me Peter Homer’s wonderful
rendition of
Pop Muzik
was in my
head for a
whole week
afterwards!
The cast,
quality of
music, detailed
costumes of
the era and
pure energy produced a show that
West End pros would have been
proud to deliver.

The group performed to such
a high level with effortless
transitions and exacting timing.
It is sometimes hard to believe
that they are young students of
Hinchingbrooke School.
Graham and Sarah Wilkinson
continue to develop our
local talent to optimum standards.
It was lovely to see so many of the
cast performing their own individual

numbers and achieving personal
recognition.
Well done to the cast, crew and
everyone involved. As always we
hope you enjoy a good rest before
preparations commence for the
next show. We look forward to
our next West End experience in
Huntingdon with Legally Blonde 4 - 8 April 2017
Councillor Ann Blackwell
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To be held at
Riverside Park, Huntingdon
Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th August 2016
a Fun Fair

a Town Crier

a Dog agility course

a Licensed Bar

a Caledonian Pipes and
Drums

a Food outlets

a Carnival Queen

a Charity/
Community Stalls

Plus much more!!!!
If you are interested in having a community stall please contact Bobby on 07885 914104
For more information about the event visit www.facebook.com/HuntingdonCarnival

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Forthcoming
Council Meetings
Please note all meetings commence at
7.00pm and take place in the Town Hall,
Market Hill, Huntingdon PE29 3PJ unless
otherwise stated. For further information,
please contact Huntingdon Town Council
on 01480 411883 or email town.council@
huntingdontown.gov.uk
Monday 13th June

Finance Committee

Wednesday 15th June

Town Council

Wednesday 23rd June

Planning Applications 		
Panel

Thursday 30th June

Planning Committee

Thursday 7th July

Leisure and Community 		
Services Committee
Planning Applications 		
Panel

Thursday 21st July

Finance Committee
Planning Applications 		
Panel

Thursday 4th August

Planning Applications 		
Panel

Thursday 11th August

Recess Committee

Thursday 18th August

Planning Applications 		
Panel

Thursday 1st September Town Council
Planning Applications 		
Panel
Thursday 8th September Planning Committee
Leisure and Community 		
Services Committee
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Forthcoming Events
Saturday 4th June Riverside Gala. A free family day out at
Riverside Park in Huntingdon. From Dog Shows to music
and dance performances, there’s something for everyone!
For more information, contact huntingdonriversidegala@
yahoo.co.uk
Tuesday 7th June - Beginners Basket Making at
Hinchingbrooke Country Park – 10.00am – 4.00pm. Make
a lovely round basket out of willow with expert tuition
from a professional basket maker. All material and tools
will be provided. Suitable for beginners. £50 per person.
Minimum age 14 (must be accompanied by an adult).
Places are limited so need to be booked and paid for in
advance. Call 01480 388500 or go to www.oneleisure.net
Thursday 9th June - Pensioner’s Summer Tea/Street Party
on the Market Square – 2.00pm. This year, the Pensioner’s
Summer Tea is brought to you with a twist, incorporating
celebrations for Her Majesty The Queen’s 90th Birthday.
Sunday 19th June – The Huntingdon Beach Party – Market
Square, Huntingdon – 12:00-3:30pm. Free entry! Features
include beach play area, sandcastle competitions, BBQ,
tropical juice bar, surf simulator, beach drama, giant
games, craft activities and tea & cakes. Organised by
Huntingdonshire Community Church & Godmanchester
Baptist Church.
Sunday 26th June – RAF Wyton Freedom of Entry and
Centenary Parade. The Freedom of Huntingdon presented
to RAF Wyton in 1955 by the then Mayor of Huntingdon,
Cllr K Beaton, is to be exercised by a contingent of the
serving men and women of RAF Wyton on Sunday 26th
June 2016. In addition 2016 also marks the Centenary of
the RAF Wyton Station.
Saturday 2nd July - The Roy Orbison & Del Shannon Story
– The Commemoration Hall, Huntingdon – 7:30pm (Doors
at 7:00pm). Their songs and life stories in music and words
performed by Mike VanDetta. Tickets £10/Concessions £9 –
available from www.WeGotTickets.com
or call 01480 455167.
Sunday 10th July – The Choir That Rocks Live –
Hinchingbrooke Performing Arts Centre – 6:00pm (Doors
at 5:30pm) Tickets £17, available from www.ticketsource.
co.uk/date/250803 or call 01480 375678.
Sunday 17th July – Medway Summer Gala. 11am – 3pm at
Coneygear Park. Lots of free activities for children
Sunday 17th July – Bubble Rush 2016. Arthur Rank Hospice
Charity and Huntingdon Gymnastics Club have joined forces
to bring 5K of fast, frothy fun to Cambridgeshire! More info
at www.huntingdon-gymnastics.org/bubblerush2016.
Saturday 20th August – Johnny Cash Revisited.
Commemoration Hall, Huntingdon. 7:30pm. An unmissable
journey spanning five decades of music from the legendary
‘man in black’. Tickets £15, available from
www.WeGotTickets.com or call 01480 455167.

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Town Hall Weddings
The beautifully restored Grade II* Listed
Georgian Town Hall is situated on the
historic Market Square in Huntingdon

®

safelocaltrades.com
Recommended & Appro ed

NOT SURE WHO TO TRUST? Need a
recommendation for a reputable trader?
The award-winning safelocaltrades.com is your trusted
local website, providing you with a register of highly
recommended, tried and tested tradesmen in your area.
All members are criminal record checked, vetted and
approved, have agreed to abide by a Service Charter and
h…
are monitored on an on-going basis. in association witNeighbourhood
and
Home Watch

Looking out for the community

Here are some of our trusted members …
Fascias, Soffitts,
Guttering & Cladding

airs

New Garage Doors & Rep

RIDGEWAY
GARAGE DOORS
www.ridgewaygaragedoors.co.uk

www.installfascias.net
Call Clayton on

Our Assembly Room and
Council Chamber provide
an elegant space for larger
weddings, while the former
Court Rooms offer a more
intimate, unique setting.
The Town Hall will be hosting a
Wedding Fayre on Sunday 9th
October 2016. Keep an eye on
our website and in the local
press for more details.
If you’re interested in booking a wedding ceremony or
reception with us, or would like to book an exhibitor
pitch at our upcoming Wedding Fayre, contact Hayley
Burns on hayley.burns@huntingdontown.gov.uk or call
01480 410380.

Call Tracey on

0800 612 8850

t

t

UVPC Window & Door

Driveways & Patios

www.cambridgeshiredriveways.com
Call Ian on
t 01733 810063

(Gas & Oil)
Plumbing & Heating

07702 407908

Quote

SLT HTC

www.fenglass.co.uk
Call Neil on

t

01733 893053
intenance

Builder & Property Ma

www.aerialmanpeterborough.co.uk
Call Michael or Russ on
t 01733 764840

t

www.windowrepairpeterborough.co.uk
Call Chris on
t 0800 1577 958

for 10%
discount

cialist
Aerial & Satellite Spe

mattc2901@gmail.com
Call Matthew on

Repairs

New Windows & Doors

www.nrmplumbing-heating.co.uk
Call Nigel on
t 01480 812139

Painter, Decorator & DIY

01733 772934

ruralpropertymaintenance@yahoo.co.uk

Call Stuart on

t

07876 506586

Tree Surgery & Landsc

aping

www.peterboroughtreesurgeon.co.uk
Call Jim on
t 07771 526253

To see our full list of members and to read
all recommendations, just go to…

www.safelocaltrades.com

or phone

0800 014 1832

The safest way to source a local tradesman

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Neighbourhood Plan Update
Since the last issue of Huntingdon magazine went out,
we’ve had a great response from the Neighbourhood
Plan questionnaire. A number of recurring themes
have emerged, including revitalising the High Street,
protecting and enhancing green spaces, better use
of the Riverside area, and attracting more big name
businesses to the town.
This feedback will all be taken into consideration when
it comes to producing policies to form the completed
Neighbourhood Plan. If you haven’t filled out one
of our questionnaires yet, you can still find a copy in
the Town Hall and the Medway centre, or online at
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/neighbourhood-planquestionnaire

The Neighbourhood Plan Committee has also selected
the winner of the logo competition. The winning
design was drawn by a student from Hartford Junior
School, who has won an art set, as well as a book
voucher for her school. The winning logo will be used
throughout the Neighbourhood Plan project!
Over the coming months, there will be a number
of Neighbourhood Plan projects and events to get
involved with. Be sure to keep an eye on our Twitter
(@Huntingdon_Town) and the Neighbourhood Plan
Facebook page (Huntingdon Neighbourhood Plan) to
find out what’s on!

Huntingdon and St Ives
Tang Soo Do Association
Huntingdon and St Ives Tang Soo
Do Association, along with their
supporters, travelled to Coventry
for the 32nd National Tang Soo Do
Championships at the weekend. In
the run up to the championships
everyone put loads of hard work
to be at their best ready to take on

the other competitors. With over
400 people taking part from all
over the UK, from as far as Wales
and Scotland, from Tiny Tigers
up to the 3rd Degree Black Belts,
there was loads of competitiveness
to win the Trophies for Weapons,
Hyungs (Forms), and Sparring.

A selection
of trophies
were won by the Huntingdon and
St Ives Clubs including for Weapons,
Peter 1st place, Connor and Victoria
2nd place, and Delphine 3rd place.
Bradley, Connor and Maya came
in 1st place for Hyungs (Forms),
along with Delphine, Victoria and
Olivia gaining 2nd place and Regis,
Asha, Catherine and Martha in
3rd place. Bradley and Connor
also brought home 1st places
for Sparring and Catherine 2nd
place after some amazing fights.
Huntingdon Tang Soo Do Group
trains on Tuesday and Thursdays
7pm-9pm at Huntingdon One
Leisure. St Ives Tang Soo Do trains
on Sunday 11:30am-1:30pm and
Friday 7:30pm -9pm at One Leisure
St Ives.
For more information contact
Master M Khan on 07973636740
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The Huntingdon Beach Party
Sunday 19th June 12.00 – 3.30 pm. Market Square
Kick your summer off with a trip to the Beach…in Huntingdon!
Join us at a FREE Beach Party on the Market Square for an afternoon of seaside fun
and Father’s Day special!
Organiser Tim Anderson says: “This year is looking set to be the best Beach Party
yet. The live beach experience brings a free afternoon of relaxing entertainment,
activities, competitions and fabulous fun for all the family. Everyone is welcome,
so bring your bucket and spade and come down to join the party!’
The Beach Party will include a beach play area (built with 8 tons of sand), surf
simulator, sandcastle competitions, non-alcoholic cocktail bar, BBQ, teas/
coffees, cake stall, giant games, beach drama, craft activities and a beach deck
seating area. Donations will be accepted for food and drinks.
Organised by Huntingdonshire Community Church supported by other churches in Huntingdon.

Mayor of Szentendre visits Huntingdon
to mark twenty years of twinning
Huntingdon Town Council organised a visit to the town
workshop and spring flower propagation centre and a visit
to the Indoor Bowls Club for a demonstration. The Council
also held an enjoyable reception on the Saturday night
where small gifts were exchanged between Mayors.

The new Mayor of Szentendre Miklos Verseghi Nagy
and his wife Zsuzsanna arrived in style, being picked up
from the airport in a Bentley kindly provided by Graham
Buck, Twinning Club member.
They were house guests of Malcolm Lyons and Trish James
and enjoyed a full programme of events arranged
by Huntingdon Town Council and Huntingdon
and Godmanchester Twinning Association,
including tours of Huntingdon, Godmanchester
and Cambridge, complete with the obligatory punt
ride on the Cam!

Miklos and Zsuzsanna were very impressed with their
first visit to Huntingdon where they found the welcome
very warm and engaging. Their return trip did not include
a Bentley but compensation was in the form of Sub
Committee Chairman David Brown and his wife Shirley who
saw them safely on their way.
A further celebration will take place in Szentendre in June
when participating members of the Twinning Association,
covering their own costs as usual, including flights, will be
hosted by Szentendre Committee members.

They particularly enjoyed an intimate meal
hosted by the Mayor of Godmanchester and a
Friday night get together with the Szentendre Sub
Committee at the Hill restaurant.
Twenty years of twinning between our two towns
was celebrated with a tree planting ceremony in
Bloomfield Park.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Honorary Freemen of the Town of Huntingdon: Ted Bocking

bridge News
Photo: Courtesy of Cam

Ted Bocking served as Town Clerk at
Huntingdon and Godmanchester Borough
Council from 1980 to 1982 before
taking up his role as Town Clerk for
Huntingdon Town Council. His time at
the helm witnessed 16 different Mayors
and 6 changes in Council. He was also
President of St John Ambulance and
became an Honorary Freemen of the
Town in March this year.

The Ladybird
I saw this boat upon the Ouse
And envied at its gentle cruise.
The man in charge and all his crew
Were clearly wearing something new.
A bearing smart they did employ
To demonstrate their untold joy.
Slick commands were overheard
It was, of course, The Ladybird.
In livery of red and white,
She truly was a wondrous sight.
As crew of men and ladies fair
Showed their courtesy and care
To passengers both young and old,
“Are you sure, my dear, you’re not too cold?”
The glad response, a smile endearing,
To Houghton Lock we must be nearing.
A gentle bump, the ropes are thrown,
(Let’s hope the grass is newly mown)
The guillotine is raised at last
“Take care to avoid the radio mast”
Clunks and clangs, the water swirls,
Excitement runs among the girls
As old men nonchalantly muse
Upon this morning’s weather news.
A kingfisher displays his glint
As another helmsman takes his stint.
A pair of swans and signets seven
Add their grace upon this heaven.
Grazing heifers stand and stare
“There’s a heron over there”!
A cormorant stretches in the tree
This is a lovely place to be.

18

After leaving the Town Council, Ted dedicated
himself as a Trustee to the Ladybird Boat Trust
and the Freemans Charity.
Ted will not only be missed by his family and
countless friends, but is a great loss to the whole
Town and District of Huntingdon alike. Below is
a poem written by Ted dedicated to his beloved
Ladybird Boat.
Marilyn Simpson

Now Hemingford comes into view.
Of better scenes there can be few
To make the heartbeat even higher
With its oddly missing spire.
Overhanging willows frame
Another reach of just the same,
When there’s a cry “Can that be real?”
There lies a drowsy languid seal.
Twin spires like needles are ahead
As we between them slowly thread
Into the port of old St Ives
(Did he really meet those wives?)
Top-half bodies cease their march
Waving from the bridge’s pointed arch
Café clients stretch to see
The Ladybird’s mooring at The Quay.
Two by two they then alight,
Some are slow and some are sprite,
Towards the town on creaking hips
Anticipating fish and chips.
Then, licking on their ice cream cone,
They board again to head for home.
Joy untold, it’s purpose served
Their trip on board The Ladybird.
Showing off to all who’ve seen her
She’s home again at her marina,
All equipment safely stowed
The joy and fun to be enjoyed
(What metaphors can be employed!)
And last, whatever else has been,
Now approbation from our Queen.
Ted Bocking

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Who’s Who at the Council
It can sometimes be difficult to decipher which authority
to contact for various queries related to Huntingdon. The
Town, District and County Council all have different areas
of responsibility, which are highlighted below. We hope

East Ward Councillors:
Daryl Brown
Armands Dovans
Jay Dyne
Stuart Hassell
Bill Hensley
Jeremy Jacobs
Susan Mulcahy
Richard Valatka

West Ward Councillors:
Ann Blackwell
Tanya Forster
Sarah Gifford
Ben Manning
Steve McAdam
Brett Morrell
Tom Sanderson

North Ward Councillors:
Ann Beevor
Leedo George
Patrick Kadewere
Alan Mackender-Lawrence

CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
LABOUR
LABOUR
LABOUR
CONSERVATIVE

this guide proves helpful if you have any specific questions.
Should you wish to contact one of your Huntingdon Town
Councillors, their details are provided below. All Councillors
can be contacted by calling the office on 01480 411883.

Huntingdon Town Council is responsible for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Allotments
Cemeteries and Closed Churchyards
Parks and Open Spaces*
Children’s Play Areas
Sports Facilities and Recreational Grounds
War Memorials
The Town Hall
The Medway Centre
The KGV St Peters Road Depot
Town Twinning
Community Grant Awards
Statutory Consultee for Planning Matters
Civic and Community Events
Huntingdon Youth Town Council
Community Newsletter – Huntingdon
The Cromwell Museum Building

HTC is also responsible for maintaining the following Parks
& Open Spaces: Victoria Square, KGV Sapley Road, Hartford
Garden of Rest, Hartford Church Gardens, St Mary’s Church
Gardens, All Saint’s Church Gardens, St John Closed Grounds,
Bus Station Grounds, Sebastopol Cannon Site, Castle Hills,
Jubilee Park, Frenchs Fields, KGV St Peters, Bloomfield Park,
Coneygear Park, Sallowbush II, & Town Sign Green.
Telephone 01480 411883 or visit
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

Huntingdon District Council is responsible for:
•
•
•
•
•

Rubbish Collection
Street Cleaning
Planning and Planning Enforcement
Housing
Housing Improvement Grants

•
•
•
•
•

Environmental Health
Licensing
Elections
Parks and Open Spaces*
One Leisure Centre

•
•
•
•
•

Car Parks
Markets
CCTV
Tax Collection
Standards Board

•
•
•
•

Countryside Services
Building Control
Voluntary Sector
Public Conveniences

HDC is also responsible for maintaining the following Parks & Open Spaces: Sapley Park, Spring Common, Views Common,
Hinchingbrooke Country Park, Riverside Park, Riverside Meadows, Hartford Wood & Sparrowhawk Way tree belt
Telephone 01480 388388 or visit www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk

Cambridgeshire County Council is responsible for:
• Education
• Roads and Traffic

• Footpaths
• Libraries

• Social Services
• Park and Ride

• Bus Passes
• Recycling

• Street Lighting
• Trading Standards

Telephone 0345 0455200 or visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk
For a more detailed breakdown of the services provided by the three tiers of local government,
please visit www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/atoz

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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