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Huntingdon’s Community

®

safelocaltrades.com

Poppy Project

Recommended & Appro ed

NOT SURE WHO TO TRUST? Need a
recommendation for a reputable trader?
The award-winning safelocaltrades.com is your trusted
local website, providing you with a register of highly
recommended, tried and tested tradesmen in your area.
All members are criminal record checked, vetted and
approved, have agreed to abide by a Service Charter and
h…
are monitored on an on-going basis. in association witNeighbourhood
and

You may have read about plans in the last issue of
Huntingdon magazine about the community coming
together to make poppies for Huntingdon’s summer
floral displays.
We have been overwhelmed by the amount of support
and interest from our readers and are excited to see
how our displays will come together when put together
at the end of May.
The idea for having poppies made came as part of the
Town Council’s plans to mark the centenary of the end
of the First World War.
We would still love for more residents, groups, schools,
clubs and businesses to come forward and be a part
of the project, whether it be to make the poppies, or
donate suitable materials that they can be made from.
The picture alongside this article shows how plastic
bottles can be used to create poppies. Donations of
bottles, big or small will be gratefully received and can
be delivered to the Town Hall.
Whether they be plastic, knitted, felt or clay, we would
love to see everyone coming together in creating
something
really
spectacular,
for all in
Huntingdon to
see and enjoy.
The displays
will be created
in May 2018
and will stay in
place until mid-November 2018.
To find out more, please email natasha.pierson@
huntingdontown.gov.uk or call 01480 410384 to find
out how you can be involved.
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Home Watch

Looking out for the community

Here are some of our trusted members …
Fascias, Soffits,
Guttering & Cladding

aning
Driveway and Patio Cle

www.blackjackdrivewaycleaning.co.uk
Call Adrian on
t 01480 411915

www.installfascias.net
Call Clayton on

0800 612 8850

t

UVPC Window & Door

Driveways & Patios

www.cambridgeshiredriveways.com
Call Ian on
t 01733 810063

(Gas & Oil)
Plumbing & Heating

Repairs

www.windowrepairpeterborough.co.uk
Call Chris on
t 0800 1577 958

Painter, Decorator & DIY

www.nrmplumbing-heating.co.uk
Call Nigel on
t 01480 812139

mattc2901@gmail.com
Call Matthew on

t

07702 407908
pet Cleaning

airs

New Garage Doors & Rep

Oven Cleaning and Car

RIDGEWAY
GARAGE DOORS
www.ridgewaygaragedoors.co.uk

dynamic.professionalservices01@gmail.com

Call James on

Call Tracey on

t

01733 772934

t

f & Gutter Cleaning

Chimney Sweep/ Roo

www.cleverclean.co.uk
Call Connor on

t

01480 504176

07946 231806

Tree Surgery & Landsc

aping

www.peterboroughtreesurgeon.co.uk
Call Jim on
t 07771 526253

To view the recommended trades & services on our
register & to read reviews, just go to ...
New!

www.safelocaltrades.com
www.safelocalservices.com

01733 530019

The safest way to source a local tradesman

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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From the Town
Clerk’s Desk…
The Town Council has a statutory duty to set its Precept for the
next financial year, which is the Town Council’s element of the
Council Tax. Therefore, during the weeks running up to Christmas,
the Councillors and staff were working to set this figure. The figure
set for 2018/19 was £1,047,102; an increase for the coming year of
£5.49 on a Band D Property, or 0.11p per week increase has been
requested.
This increase results from increased costs which the Town Council
must incur like all households, such as increased insurance cover
and utilities, in addition to general inflation items. This modest
increase, however, was achievable, by utilising the Town Council
staff in procuring additional revenue income streams, along with
efficiency savings.
Moving forward, the planning application for the new Cemetery &
Crematorium (detailed) and Sports Hub (outline), was passed by
Huntingdonshire District Council. In addition, planning permission
for the new Community Centre on Coneygear Park has been
submitted.
2018 is again going to be a very active year with two “Freedom of
the Town” events scheduled, being offered to both the Princess
of Wales’s Royal Regiment in May, and to the 501st Wing USAF in
September. Along with these events, a Sandwich & Food Festival,
to mark the Tri-Centenary of the birth of Fourth Earl of Sandwich is
planned for the summer, plus in early September RAF Wyton will
parade through the town to mark the Centenary of the RAF.
Look further ahead and following on from the success of
Huntingdon’s first Christmas Market, plans are already being drawn
up to repeat this event in an expanded format, in December 2018.

Pensioner's Christmas Lunch 2017
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Pensioner's Summer Tea 2018
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Forthcoming Civic and
Community Events

Added to all of the above, the 3rd May is Election Day, when you
the residents have the opportunity to elect your new Town Council
for the next four years. It is important to use your vote!
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Extremely busy and exciting times ahead, with more news to follow
in future issues of Huntingdon magazine.

Oh What a Lovely War
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Neighbourhood Plan Update
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Spring has Sprung,
The Bees are Buzzin’

16

Cemetery & Crematorium and
Sports Hub update
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Huntingdonshire History Festival
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Ceremonial return of Regimental
Colours

17

Meetings attendance
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Shapespeare at The George
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Councillor McAdam - Chairman, Councillor S Dyne - Vice Chairman,
Councillor J Dyne, Councillor Mulcahy, Councillor Kadewere,
and Natasha Pierson.

Who's Who at the Council

19

Design and Print by: The Artworks 01487 842687

A Brief History of RAF Wyton and
RAF100
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- Closer to the People
		
- Local to the People
		
- Cheaper to the People
Philip Peacock
Town Clerk
The management and production of this magazine is overseen by Huntingdon
Town Council’s Media Sub Committee. The Committee is made up of the
following members:

Huntingdon Town Council, Town Hall, Market Hill,Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ
Tel: 01480 411883 www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Staff Profiles – Estates Services Team
Andrew Buddle
Hello, my name is Andrew Buddle, I’m 47 years of age and live in
Huntingdon with my wife, Sonia, my son Sam, my daughter Mia and
our 5 chihuahuas.
My son Sam who is 20 years of age is at Uni in London studying
fashion, and my daughter Mia, is 16 and at sixth form college.
I joined Huntingdon Town Council nearly two
years ago, after working at Huntingdonshire
District Council since 1989. It started as a job
and has turned into a career.
I’m based at the KGV depot on St Peters Road
and since I’ve been a part of the Town Council
team, I’ve enjoyed every aspect of the job, the
variation of the work being a new challenge
every day. I’ve been involved in creating lots of
different 3D floral projects; examples being the oversized deckchair
for 75 years of Desert Island Discs and the shipwreck of Shakespeare
at the George’s ‘Pericles’, which we won Gold for in Anglia in Bloom
2017.
When working on these projects, I have particularly enjoyed the art
and painting, releasing my creative side. This year we are creating a
WWI tank, life sized! We have also made a Sopwith camel plane to go

on the roof of the Town Hall for the First World
War Commemorations.
In my spare time I enjoy spending time with my
family and friends. I’m also a big music fan and
love going to gigs and listening to music. I’ve
played in a band myself as a drummer.
Christopher Cowles
My name is Christopher Cowles, I’m 58 years
old and married. I originate from Brampton near Huntingdon, but
now live in Whittlesey near Peterborough.
I started working at Huntingdon Town Council on 7th September
1987 and I’m based at the KGV depot on St Peters Road. My job is
varied and includes maintaining grassed areas, parks, church yards,
sports fields and more recently grave digging.
My favourite part of the job is grass cutting with my tractor and
triple mower, as I like to see the grassed areas looking neat and tidy.
I’ve been involved with many projects over the years including
building play areas. I have also helped created flower displays for
Anglia in Bloom.
My hobbies are gardening (of course), DIY and following Formula
One racing.

Finance Committee Overview
Huntingdon Town Council operates via three main
Committees, one of which is Finance. The Finance
Committee is responsible for making decisions on any
monetary matters, managing and scrutinising budgets
and agreeing on expenditure for all Council projects. The
main focus of the Finance Committee since the last issue
of ‘Huntingdon’ has been on the 2018/19 budget. Both

the budget and precept level were set on the 11th January,
with Huntingdonshire District Council being notified on 12th
January.
The 2018/19 precept figure has been set as £1,047,102,
an increase of 4.7% on 2017/18. For a Band D property
in Huntingdon, this means there is a 4% increase to your
current Council Tax rate.

The Finance Committee delegates a number of responsibilities to five Sub Committees:

Sub Committee

Responsibility

Finance

The Finance Sub Committee meets when necessary to scrutinise any finance related decisions in
order to provide best value for money for the taxpayer. The budget and precept has been the main
focus for the Sub Committee.

Staffing

The Staffing Sub Committee meets to make any recommendations related to staffing issues

Lettings

The Lettings Sub Committee reviews all Town Council lease agreements, tenancy agreements,
hire rates for public buildings and purchase rates for allotment and burial plots. Any approved
recommendations made by the Lettings Sub Committee will come into effect as of 1st April 2018.

Grants

The Grants Sub Committee meets bi-annually to review, consider and recommend awards for any
community grant applications submitted. The next set of grant applications will be considered on
29th March 2018 with the deadline for entries being 16th March 2018.

Twinning

The Twinning Association last held a meeting in January to discuss forthcoming twinning activities in
Huntingdon and Godmanchester. Projects and trips include a Twinning Youth Festival, to take place
in Summer 2018, a Youth Europe Club and an Arts Festival to take place in 2019.

Each of the above Sub Committee has a different delegated role and puts forward recommendations to be approved
by the main Finance Committee. Minutes of the Finance Committee meetings can be viewed online at www.
huntingdontown.gov.uk or by appointment in the Town Hall. Please call 01480 411883 should you wish to view any of
the Town Council’s minutes.
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Leisure and Community Services Committee

Huntingdon Town Council is responsible for a number of
leisure and amenity sites in Huntingdon, along with making
decisions about community events, promotion and outdoor
improvements. This aspect of Town Council business is
managed and controlled by the Leisure and Community Services
Committee. Recent outcomes of this Committee have included:
• A successful bid for funding to enhance Bloomfield Park with
additional planting, seating and feature lighting
• Plans to install a new Multi Use Games Area at Coneygear
Park ahead Summer 2018
• The successful running of the Pensioner’s Annual Christmas
Lunch
• The successful introduction of the Grub Hub Christmas Lunch
• Obtaining outline planning permission for the new
Community Centre at Coneygear Park and submitting full
planning permission in January 2018

• The submission of Huntingdon’s Neighbourhood Plan
to Huntingdonshire District Council ahead of a final sixweek consultation, anticipated to take place in March
2018
• Initial support for a planned History Festival in
Huntingdon during July 2018
• A re-design of the planting scheme on the Hartford
Road triangle
• The planning of two Freedom Marches in Huntingdon
for the Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment and the
USAF 501st Wing at RAF Alconbury, both to take place
in 2018
• Recommending budgets for items under the
responsibility of the Leisure and Community Services
Committee, including the provision of new town
boundary signs

The Leisure and Community Services Committee delegates its responsibilities to four Sub Committees:
Sub Committee

Responsibility

Leisure Development
Sub Committee

The Leisure Development Sub Committee meets to consider and recommend the course of action
to be taken with individual community projects and outdoor spaces under the management of
Huntingdon Town Council.

Media
Sub Committee

The Media Sub Committee is responsible for the management of this quarterly publication,
Huntingdon, for the Town Council’s website and for the Town Guide.

Play Area
Sub Committee

The Play Area Sub Committee meets when necessary to discuss any matters in relation to
Huntingdon Town Council’s 20 play areas. The Committee also considers requirements for
additional play areas in the town.

Neighbourhood Plan
Sub Committee

The Neighbourhood Plan Sub Committee is responsible for the creation of Huntingdon’s
Neighbourhood Plan.

All of the recommendations from these Sub Committees are put forward to the main Leisure and Community Services
Committee to be formally approved.

Planning Committee

Huntingdon Town Council works in conjunction with
Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) on any planning
matters relevant to the Town. The Council also invites any
large scale planning projects that may affect Huntingdon
to come and provide information and answer queries at
meetings of the Planning Committee. Since September, the
Planning Committee has:
• Received planning permission for the new Crematorium
and Sports Hub at Jubilee Park. HDC formally approved
the application on 18th December 2017

• A Full application for the new Community Centre was
submitted at the end of January 2018
• Plans are progressing to make the Georgian Town Hall more
accessible in accordance with DDA compliance
• Conservation plans are underway for St Mary’s Church wall
• The Planning Committee has received a request for scoping
opinion on a site between Great Stukeley and Stukeley
Meadows
• An application for the redevelopment of Land between
St Johns Street and George Street, Huntingdon has been
reviewed by the Planning Application Panel and is now with
HDC for a decision

Sub Committee

Responsibility

Planning Sub Committee

To carry out in depth discussions and put forward questions on planning developments
and works relevant to Huntingdon.

Planning Applications panel

To receive and provide comment on any planning applications, works to trees and street
naming relevant to Huntingdon. All comments are submitted to Huntingdonshire District
Council as the Planning Authority.

All of the recommendations and comments made on behalf of these Sub Committees are then put forward to the main
Planning Committee for formal approval.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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News from the Medway Centre
With Christmas now a distant
memory, it’s all back to normal at
the Medway Centre. Last year saw
the Medway Centre being used for
five Christmas parties during a twoweek window! The Centre is very
popular for social functions due to
our two car parks (both of which are
free to use) and our large kitchen
and Hall. If you’re planning your
Christmas party for 2018, please
do get in touch soon as some have
already been booked!

The picture below shows what the
Hall can look like to seat 120 people
– it’s ideal for conferences, parties
and fitness due to its size, the fact
that we have air-conditioning and
because of our stage and sound
system. We also have a Lounge
Room at the Centre, which can
accommodate up to 40 people
seated in rows. This room is ideal for
training events, craft activities and
meetings. The whole Centre benefits
from wi-fi too. Please do phone me

to enquire about dates and I will try
my hardest to accommodate you.
Another thing to mention is that we
now have an opening on Saturday
mornings in our Hall and Coffee Bar.
This would be perfect for a 2/3-hour
weekly booking – something that is
very difficult to accommodate at the
Centre!
Finally, thank you to everyone that
donated food over the festive period
for the hampers. As most of you will
be aware, the Medway
Christian Fellowship
currently has its office
at the Medway Centre,
which is also home
to the Food Bank. If
you have any food
donations, please pop
by the Centre during
office hours – all staple
items will be gladly
appreciated.
Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Medway Centre
Manager

News from Coneygear Park
The next Snack Shack event at Coneygear Park
will take place on Thursday 12th April 2018 from
11.00am to 2.00pm. To keep in with the timing
of Easter, we’ll be having an Easter Bonnet
competition that the Mayor of Huntingdon will
judge. Judging will take place at 1.00pm outside
the Snack Shack and we can’t wait to see the
entries this year!
The Petting Zoo will also be back, so make sure
you bring the family over to the park and enjoy
what we have in store for you. As usual, we’ll also
be organising an Easter Egg Hunt around the park.
On top of this, the Snack Shack will be open and
selling their infamous picnic bags at only £1 each
along with hotdogs and hot/cold drinks.
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If you would like to volunteer at the Snack Shack,
please phone the Medway Centre on 01480 388677
to discuss how you can
be involved. We can even
arrange and pay for you to
carry out a food hygiene
exam, just like Jo Giddings
did (see picture attached).
Jo successfully completed
a level 2 certificate in Food
Hygiene and now volunteers
at the Snack Shack and the
Medway Centre.
Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Coneygear Park Manager

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Annual
Town Meeting
Huntingdon’s next Annual Town
Meeting will take place on Thursday
26th April 2018 in Huntingdon Town
Hall, at 7.00pm. This meeting gives
you as a resident of Huntingdon the
chance to hear a report from the
Mayor and leading members of the
Council on the activities of the Council
during the last twelve months. If you
have any questions about the meeting,
please contact either the Mayor, who
will preside, or the Town Clerk, at
Huntingdon Town Council, Huntingdon
Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon,
PE29 3PJ, telephone 01480 410383.

We look forward to seeing
you there.

Mayor Making
On Wednesday 16th May, Huntingdon Town
Council will hold its Annual Council Meeting,
to elect the new Mayor of Huntingdon for
local government year 2018/19.
Huntingdon’s current Mayor, Councillor Jay
Dyne will open the meeting, proposing the
new Council figurehead. If uncontested,
the newly elected Mayor will complete a
ceremonial Declaration of Acceptance. The
appointment of the Deputy Mayor follows,
ahead of an expression of thanks to the
retiring Mayor and closing remarks from the
newly elected candidate.
Should anyone wish to attend the Council’s
Annual Meeting, please arrive at the Town
Hall for 6.45pm.
For further information, please contact the
Town Council on 01480 411883 or email
town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

The Mayor of Huntingdon’s Community Shield
Do you know a person who you
feel is a shining example to the
community here in Huntingdon,
or who gives their time voluntarily
to help improve the circumstances
or quality of life of the residents
of Huntingdon? Would you like
to see their efforts recognised
publicly by a special award?

Mayor Making in the Town Hall on the
16th May 2018.

If so, complete the application form to
the right and return it to Huntingdon
Town Council, Town Hall, Market Hill,
Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ or e-mail town.
council@huntingdontown.gov.uk by
Friday 27th April 2018.
The shield will be awarded to one
individual for their services to the
community in Huntingdon based on
the number of nominations received
and will be presented by the Mayor at

Your Name: ................................................

This person should receive the Mayor of
Huntingdon’s Community Shield because
- Please tell us briefly your reasons for this
nomination:

Your Address: ............................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

Your Contact Number:

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

I would like to nominate:

...................................................................

Name:........................................................

...................................................................
Please return to Huntingdon Town Council
at the address given above.

Address:.....................................................
...................................................................

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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News from the Head Groundsman
Firstly, hello to you all, and I hope 2018 has been good
to you so far.
As I write this message, we are coming out of the winter
period and looking ahead to the Spring. We have had
some bad days of wet weather where it's been too wet
to work outside, so we have been busy sanding down
and painting park benches at our Depot. The team has
also been busy making the summer bedding displays
that you will see around Huntingdon over the summer
months.
On the Estates Services Team, we always try to bring
something new to the town each year. Sometimes it can
be quite difficult and sometimes very easy, it could be
introducing new planting schemes with different plants
or creating new 3D flower displays, which I hope people
look forward to seeing. One thing I will do is take my hat
off to my team; whatever scheme or display I come up
with, they always deliver and exceed expectation. A big
thank you to each of them, they all put a huge amount
of effort into our displays.
It has been three years since I took over from the

Huntingdon In Bloom

Since the last issue
of Huntingdon
magazine came
through your
doors, plans are
in full swing for
the 2018 entry to
Anglia In Bloom!

The Huntingdon In
Bloom team was thrilled with the 2017 Gold Award and has
been working away ever since to try and maintain or even
exceed the standard this year!
The main theme for 2018 is the First World War
Commemorations, marking the 100-year anniversary of the
war ending. A life-sized 3D tank made from recycled materials
has been created over the winter months and will be planted
up by the Bus Station at the end of May. As part of the
display, the poppies mentioned on page 2 will be ‘planted’,
to represent the community coming together in marking
such an important anniversary. Additionally to this, a Sopwith
Camel plane replica has also been created, which will be
installed on the Town Hall to mark both the First World War
Commemorations, and 100 years of the RAF.
The In Bloom team is delighted to have partnered with
Shakespeare at the George for a second year to make a
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great Dennis Smith who was
Huntingdon Town Council’s
Parks Manager for 28 years.
The Town Council has changed
so much since I joined the team and I look
forward to seeing more positive changes happen. We
have taken over more play areas in the town, been
awarded Cambridgeshire County Council’s grass cutting
contract, and we now carry out grave digging in the
cemeteries too. But time never stands still, and we
are now looking ahead to a new Sports Hub and a
Crematorium in Huntingdon, with the Estates Services
Team looking after the grounds. It's a very exciting time
for Huntingdon and Huntingdon Town Council.
I hope you all enjoy the Spring months and the weather
is right for the planting season. If you see myself or any
of the team about and you want to ask us any questions
about our work, please don't hesitate to come and say
hello.
Peter Haynes
Head Groundsman
display depicting the 2018 performance of ‘Richard III’. This
will be installed at the Sebastopol Cannon site on Brampton
Road. A new partnership for 2018 is with the Women’s
Institute, celebrating 100 Years of the WI. Keep a look out
for their floral display, which will be planted by the town
sign opposite the Old Bridge Hotel celebrating their 100th
Birthday!
As always, a number of projects with community groups,
schools and businesses are taking place, including:
• Snowdrop planting in Bloomfield Park with Stukeley
Meadows School
• Partnership working with a team from the Huntingdon
campus of the Regional College as part of a Princes Trust
programme to undertake a number of projects across the
town
• Improvements in Bloomfield Park, including the installation
of two new raised flower beds, new seating, picnic benches
and feature lighting
• Poppy painting with the Stukeley Meadows Brownies
• Recycled plastic bottle collecting with BID Huntingdon and
all town centre businesses as part of the poppy project
If you know of any areas in Huntingdon that need some
TLC, please get in touch by emailing natasha.pierson@
huntingdontown.gov.uk. Alternatively, you might be
interested in getting involved yourself. There are several
activities across the year where volunteers are very much
needed and we can now offer Time Credits for any time given.

March 2018

Reporting non-emergencies online
Non-emergency situations
can now be reported to
the police online if people
would rather do so than call
101.
In October last year
Cambridgeshire Constabulary
re-launched their website with
added functionality to report
non-emergencies via specially
designed forms or a live
webchat.
The live webchat option enables
people to communicate directly
with a member of staff in the
control room, just as would
be the case when calling 101.
Online forms are processed in
the same way as a call and the
person reporting can expect a

response within 24 hours.
Due to the high level of demand
there are often queues when
calling 101. Reporting online is
quick, easy and free of charge.
Superintendent James Sutherland
said: “In the digital age people
are doing more and more online.
I’m pleased that our website now
has increased capability to allow
people to contact us in this way.
“The system went through a
thorough testing process and has
been used successfully thousands
of times since being introduced.
“Feedback from a recent survey
suggested that some people
wanted to communicate directly
with a person rather than
submitting an online form. The

webchat function
allows people
to do exactly
that.
“Reports
submitted
online are
treated in the
same way
as when
people call
101 and will receive the same
outcome.”

To view the online reporting
section of the constabulary’s
website visit www.cambs.
police.uk/report/. The live
webchat function is available
by clicking on the green icon on
the bottom right of the page.

The WI in Huntingdon
& Peterborough –
Celebrating 100 Years
The first WI was formed in this area in 1918. In
2018 the Huntingdon & Peterborough Federation
consists of approximately 60 WIs with over 1,800
members.
Broadening the knowledge of our members is intrinsic
to the WI. To this aim the federation organises trips
and events on a regular basis. These range from
visiting stately homes to themed evenings, from
quizzes to musical performances. A major part of WI
life is crafting. In the early days this helped women
to make or save money by being
able to undertake new skills.
The federation continues to
offer a range of workshops
each year which develop
traditional and new skills.
More recently WIs in this
area have used craft to raise

awareness of issues that are important to them.
Recent campaigns have included members taking
action on organ donation, supermarket food waste,
loneliness, plastic pollution and support for those
living with dementia.
For our new centenary we have designed a new
federation badge. It represents our varied
membership, celebrates the fact that we are
stronger together and have much to learn from each
other. We have a number of events planned for
members and non-members including a celebration
cream tea, a cabaret night, film showings and
exhibitions. Members are also working on a joint art
project, to commemorate the occasion, which will
take the form of a large mosaic.
To find out more about the WI or find a WI near you
visit www.thewi.org.uk, Facebook: Huntingdon and
Peterborough Federation of WIs, Twitter: @HPFWIs
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Town Hall Wedding Fair
Huntingdon Town Hall will be hosting a Spring Wedding
Fair in April 2018. There will be a great variety of exhibitors
for you to browse and find inspiration for your special
day. While you’re visiting, you can also take the time to
explore our beautiful venue. The Town Hall has four rooms
licenced for wedding ceremonies. The Assembly Room is our
largest space; a grand ballroom decorated with three fine
crystal Georgian
chandeliers, can
host a function
of up to 120
people, while
our Court Rooms
would be ideal if
you’re looking for
something a little
more unique from
your venue!

We can also cater for
wedding receptions at the
Town Hall. Our Assembly
Room can seat 120,
or for a more intimate
reception, our Council
Chamber or Court Rooms
can cater for up to 60. We
have kitchen facilities with
a large oven and fridge/
freezers available for caterers’ use, and we welcome external
entertainers, discos and bars.
The Spring Wedding Fair will take place on Sunday 15th April,
from 11.00am until 3.00pm. If you’re interested in exhibiting
at the event, or would like to register your attendance for the
day, visit www.huntingdontownweddings.co.uk/wedding-fairs
or email hayley.burns@huntingdontown.gov.uk

The Royal Society of Saint George
The Royal Society of Saint George was formed in 1894 and HM
Queen Elizabeth is Patron.
The objectives of The Society laid down in its Royal Charter are:
1. To foster the love of England and to strengthen England and
the Commonwealth by spreading the knowledge of English
history, traditions and ideals.
2. To keep fresh the memory of those in all walks of life, who
have served England or the Commonwealth in the past, to
inspire leadership in the future.
3. To combat all activities likely to undermine
the strength of England or the Commonwealth.
4. To further English interest everywhere to ensure that St.
George's Day is properly celebrated and to provide focal
points all the world over where English men and women may
gather together.
Membership of the Society is open to all people who share our
love of England and Englishness.
Those joining the Society today are following in the footsteps
of such great Englishmen as Lord Baden-Powell, defender of
Mafeking and founder of the world-wide Scout movement, Sir
Winston Churchill, soldier and statesman, whose leadership
of his nation in wartime continues to provide inspiration to
generations of fellow Britons and Rudyard Kipling, the great
journalist, short-story writer, poet, and novelist.
Currently the Society has active branches in many cities
and towns of England. We also have branches and affiliates
throughout the Commonwealth, the English-speaking world and
beyond.
We are an inclusive Society and welcome people of all
nationalities, faiths and political beliefs, provided they support
our aims and objects.
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All members of the Royal Society are encouraged to participate
in events to celebrate England's National Day, on 23rd April.
It is also the birth day and death day of William Shakespeare.
Festivities are organised by our branches and affiliates in towns
and cities worldwide. The Society also celebrates Trafalgar Day,
commemorating Admiral Lord Nelson's great victory at sea on
21st October 1805, The Battle of Britain and other momentous
events in England's History.
The Huntingdon Branch was formed on Saint George's Day
in 2004 and draws its members from across Cambridgeshire.
It holds a Saint George's Day church service and dinner in
partnership with the Huntingdon Town Council, an annual
reception in the summer and a Trafalgar Day dinner in October.
The branch supports and joins other community activities.
Anyone interested in joining should contact the Membership
Secretary, Mr David Neal at davehjneal@aol.co.uk or
telephone 01353664547.

Huntingdon to Celebrate
St George’s Day
On Monday 23rd April at 6.00pm, Huntingdon Town
Council and the Royal Society of Saint George will be
holding a service in St Mary's Church, to celebrate St
George’s Day. The service will be followed by an evening
meal in the Town Hall.
Should you be a member of a local group or club and
would like to attend, please do get in touch.
For more information, please contact us at town.council@
huntingdontown.gov.uk or call 01480 410384.

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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On your marks, get set, flip!
In true Huntingdon style, the Market Square came to life on Thursday
8th February to celebrate Pancake Day! Traditions were broken slightly in
that the event was held a week early, to enable local schools to take part
ahead of the half term week.
The event saw the gathering of over 150 budding contestants on the Square
to take part in the town’s famous Pancake Flipathon.
True to form, the event was kick started by the ‘Chain Gang’ Flipathon. The
Mayor of Huntingdon was up against the Chairman of Huntingdonshire
District Council and the Mayor of St Ives, with the Mayor of Godmanchester
cheering teams on with the rest of the crowd! It was a very close call, but
the Mayor of Huntingdon took gold for his excellent flare and style!
Next up saw the return of the much-loved Guide Dogs. Always a highlight of
the day, two teams of Guide Dog puppy trainers and their dogs did
a lap of the Square as spectators watched with baited breath to see
whether the pancakes would make it to the finish line in one piece!
The following rounds saw the schools going head to head in a series
of flippin’ marvellous laps around the Market Square. Over 100
children from five local schools came along to join in with the event
after weeks of practising the perfect pancake flipping!
Several community groups and local businesses attended in a bid to
take the championship title for 2018. Representatives from Luminus
and The British Heart Foundation went head to head in the relay
round with The British Heart Foundation reigning as the 2018 champions.
Huntingdon Tesco Extra’s Community Champion, along the BID
Rangers and HCR104fm were there to cheer all teams on!
Returning with banners and determination to retain their titles,
Huntingdon Community Centre, Leonard Cheshire Disability and
Hunters Down took their places, and after much cheering and
encouragement from the crowds, a series of winners were invited
to claim their much-deserved medals!
A great time was had by all and thanks go to Huntingdon Tesco
Extra Community Space for donating the chocolate eggs and to Luminus for
donating boxes of chocolates for the community groups.

Photographs courtesy the Hunts Post

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Commemoration Hall

Huntingdon’s Commemoration Hall has had a long and varied
history in the town. Over the last one hundred and fifty years
it has had several locations and a number of different purposes
and remits before it finally became the building that we currently
have in the High Street.
For many of the present members of the community, the
predicament which the Hall, and its Board of Trustees, finds itself,
is a serious concern and so it should be. That doesn’t mean that
we should take a gloomy or negative view of our position.
A little scratching below the surface of what most people see
when the look at the Hall actually reveals an enormous amount
of potential to be tapped into. It is true to say that for a long
period of recent time, the Hall has, in financial terms, bumped
along just about keeping itself afloat. There are many reasons
for this. The Hall is, for the most part, a single user facility in
its current configuration. Although the Minerva Room and the
Main Hall and stage can be hired out separately, the reality is
that when major events are being held in the bigger space, then
access and noise are barriers to use of the smaller room. This
massively limits potential revenue from multiple use hire at peak
times (especially weekends).
Even with reasonable occupancy rates for the Hall at weekends
and with a solid number of regular mid-week users from the
community, the trustees were in a position where the Hall was
slowly heading toward insolvency. This left the Board with some
very uncomfortable choices to consider. That debate was aired
well in public over the process and has been repeated publicly
since. The Trustees’ decision was to take drastic, though not
ideal, action and close the Hall to the public for a period in order
to make a serious bid for large scale funding before insolvency
occurred.

We are presently in the
midst of that fund-raising
and renovation project
and the Board is very
optimistic that it will be
successful. A “Friends of the
Commemoration Hall” group
is organising and carrying
out local fund raisers to
allow us some income
during our temporary
closure and the serious
funding plan is proceeding
at the same time.
A set of potential
development plans for the building, along with a serious
feasibility study, has already been carried out for the Board
by Fielden and Mawsons of Norwich. They have previous
experience in this type of work and gave us a very impressive
set of possible designs for a refurbishment which all offered a
multi-use venue for a wide range of public activities and arts
based projects. These plans, whilst only outline suggestions,
were displayed at two public meetings but are available for
others to view by request.
The Board has recently published an update of its position
and the progress of the project in the 15,000 home circulation
“My Friend” magazine and further information can be found
on our website. The Trustees are all committed to giving the
Commemoration Hall the sort of refurbishment that will make
it fit for the next 50 years and any support towards that aim
will be gratefully received.
Dominic Whitehead.
Vice Chair - Huntingdon Commemoration Hall Charity Trust.

Campaign to recruit new Bellringers for
2018 Armistice Day ‘Ringing Remembers’
English style bellringing has been a special part of
our heritage for over four centuries and now our
local church bell towers need more people to help
keep the tradition alive for the future.
This year marks 100 years since the end of the First World
War, during which 1,400 bell ringers were killed. To
honour their memory, a national campaign has started to
recruit 1,400 new volunteers. Although none of the 1,400
have been directly linked to one of our local towers, just in
Huntingdon and Godmanchester we will need over 22 bell
ringers to ring the bells in all the towers on Remembrance
Sunday, 11 November 2018. Our current numbers are
insufficient to enable us to do this, so we are looking
for volunteers to come and try bellringing and help us
commemorate the centenary of Armistice Day.

There are lots of reasons to
have a go - a new hobby or
challenge in 2018, making new
friends, keeping physically
and mentally fit, giving to the
community or all of them!
As well as Sunday service
ringing, bellringing
commemorates ’high days’
like weddings, festivals like
Christmas, historic and public events.
Anyone from early teens to eighties can be involved. You
don’t need to be religious or musical but a minimum
height of 4’ and 6 or 7 stone and willingness to climb
stairs. Previous ringers are welcome also!

Please contact Jez Bottley (07702 959066/jez.bottley@gmail.com) or Frances Smith (07909 647070)
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Pensioner's
Christmas Lunch
and Summer Tea
On 8th December 2017, Huntingdon
Town Council welcomed over 140
senior citizens to the annual
Pensioner’s Christmas Lunch at the
Medway Centre.
It most definitely was
the season of good will,
with Steve’s Private Hire
and Huntingdon Tesco
Extra kindly sponsoring the
occasion. Steve’s Private Hire gave an extremely
generous donation towards the lunch, gifts and
raffle prizes for the event and Huntingdon Tesco
Extra donated some raffle prizes, as well as a
great team of volunteers to help out on the day.

Pensioner’s
Summer Tea
Set to take place on Friday
15th June at 2.00pm, the
Pensioner’s Summer
Tea will take place at the
Huntingdon Medway Centre.
Spaces are limited to 120 guests as normal, with
places being given on a first come first served
basis. To book a place for you and up to one
guest, please complete the form below. This
means that come rain or shine, the celebrations
can continue across the afternoon.
Name......................................................................
I would like
ticket(s) for the Pensioner’s
Summer Tea commencing at 2.00pm at the
Medway Centre (maximum of one guest per
person).

The guests enjoyed a delicious Christmas meal
with all the trimmings, kindly served by Town
Councillors, staff members and volunteers. After
lunch, the guests were treated to a wonderful
Christmas carol performance by pupils from
Stukeley Meadows Primary School. The Mayor
of Huntingdon, Councillor Jay Dyne was also
on hand to wish all in attendance a Happy
Christmas.

Name of guest and their postcode:

The afternoon ended with the famous raffle,
where guests had the chance to win a fantastic
range of prizes courtesy of Steve’s Private Hire
and Huntingdon Tesco Extra. Each guest was
also gifted with a 2018 calendar and a Christmas
card, both funded by Steve’s Private Hire.

Signed ..................................................................

Huntingdon Town Council would like to thank
everyone involved for all their hard work in
making the event such a success, and ensuring
everyone left with a smile on their face.
We look forward to seeing everyone again at
the summer tea on Friday 15th June 2018.
To register your interest in attending, please
complete and return the slip on the right.
Invitations are allocated on a first come first
serve basis so a quick response is recommended!

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

1. ..........................................................................
...............................................................................
We are of pensionable age and registered
electors in Huntingdon Town.

Address ................................................................
...............................................................................
...............................................................................
Postcode.................................................................
Contact Telephone ...............................................
Please return this slip to Huntingdon Town
Council, Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon,
PE29 3PJ for the attention of Hayley Burns.
Alternatively, call to book your place on 01480
411883.
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Forthcoming
Council Meetings
Please note all meetings commence at 7.00pm and take
place in the Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon PE29
3PJ unless otherwise stated. For further information,
please contact Huntingdon Town Council on 01480
411883 or email town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Forthcoming Events
Saturday 10th March – Huntingdonshire Philharmonic Choral
and Orchestral Concert. 7.30pm. Hinchingbrooke Performing Arts
Centre. Tickets - £12.00/£14.00 (students £6.00/£7.00). Tickets
from https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/date/411437 or call 01480
375678
Friday 23rd March - 11th Bösendorfer Concert Series,
'Schubertiade', Stephan & Natasha Loges, baritone & piano and
Vivian Choi, solo piano. 7.30pm. Hinchingbrooke Performing
Arts Centre. Tickets £15.00 / (£60.00 whole series of 5), student
under 21 £5.00. Tickets from https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
date/371890 or call 01480 375678.

Thursday 15th March		
		
		

Planning Applications
Panel
Planning Committee

Thursday 29th March		
		
		
		
		

Planning Applications
Panel
Grants Sub Committee
Leisure & Community
Services Committee

Thursday 5th April		
		
		

Planning Applications
Panel
Finance Committee

Thursday 19th April		

Town Council

Thursday 26th April		
		
		

Planning Applications
Panel
Annual Town Meeting

Wednesday 2nd May		
		

Planning Applications
Panel

Wednesday 16th May		
		

Town Council (Mayor
Making)

Thursday 24th May		
		
		

Media Sub Committee
Planning Applications
Panel

Thursday 3rd May - Elections will take place in all district council
wards and town/parish councils. This will be the first time that
all district, town and parish council seats in Huntingdonshire
are contested at the same time. Polling stations across
Huntingdonshire will be open from 7am to 10pm. The deadline to
register to vote in these elections is 17th April 2018.

Thursday 7th June		
		

Planning Applications
Panel

Friday 25th May – Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment Freedom
Parade. Huntingdon Town Centre. For more information, contact
natasha.pierson@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Thursday 21st June		
		
		
		
		
		

Planning Applications
Panel
Finance Committee
Leisure & Community
Services Committee
Planning Committee
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Thursday 29th March – 100 Years of the Royal Air Force.
Flag Raising Ceremony at Pathfinder House. 10.00am.
For more information about the ceremony, please contact
Tom.Batha@huntingdonshire.gov.uk.
Monday 2nd April – Huntingdon Racecourse Family Fun Day
featuring Peter Rabbit. Looking for a day full of family fun? Look
no further, than The Easter BIG Family Fun Day, a day full of racing
and entertainment for all the family. Tickets from
http://huntingdon.thejockeyclub.co.uk/
Sunday 15th April – Huntingdon Town Hall Wedding Fair.
11.00am – 3.00pm. Free entry. Visit a range of inspiring exhibitors,
and view the Town Hall’s beautiful ceremony and reception
rooms. Free glass of prosecco for the first 100 registered guests.
To register your attendance, or for more information, go to
www.huntingdontownweddings.co.uk/wedding-fairs or email
hayley.burns@huntingdontown.gov.uk
Monday 23rd April - St George’s Day Church Service. 6.00pm,
St Mary’s Church. All are welcome to attend.
Thursday 26th April – Annual Town Meeting in the Town Hall at
7.00pm. All are welcome to attend.
Friday 27th April - The Rotary Club of Huntingdon presents A
Piano Recital by MARIA LUC. 19:30. Hinchingbrooke Performing
Arts Centre. Tickets £10.00 - student under 21 £5.00. Tickets
from https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/date/455296 or call 01480
375678

Monday 28th May - The May Bank Holiday Big Family Fun Day –
Huntingdon Racecourse. Bank holiday fun for all to enjoy. Tickets
from http://huntingdon.thejockeyclub.co.uk/
Saturday 9th June – Huntingdon Riverside Gala, 11.00am –
5.00pm, Riverside Park. For more information about the event, or
to enquire about booking a stall, please contact 07850 812 036 or
email malcolm@westbriar.co.uk. Alternatively, visit the Facebook
Page – Huntingdon Riverside Gala.

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Oh What a Lovely War
A unique opportunity is thrown open to everyone to take
part in a very special commemoration of the centenary of
the end of World War I.
Oh What a Lovely War is an iconic piece of musical theatre
celebrating the music of World War I and telling the story of
a nation caught up in a conflict that was set to change the
course of history.
A production will take place from 5th to 9th November
2018 in a huge marquee around the War Memorial in
Huntingdon Town Centre. Each night will be dedicated to
a charity and will create a Festival of Remembrance as we
recall the sacrifices made by the young men and women of
Huntingdon in the so-called ‘Great War’.
The opportunity to take part in this production is open
to all parts of the community, with roles for all ages. We
are looking for participants with experience of acting and
participants with no experience at all. There are over 150
roles to fill, some simply walk-on parts.
We are asking you to come and represent your Grandfather,
your Great Grandfather or your Great-great Grandfather.
Participants will have the opportunity of working with the
historical advisor to ‘War Horse’ and the film, ‘My Son Jack.’
We are also planning to host a memory café in the Town
Hall, when we will be inviting residents from across
Huntingdon to bring in personal memorabilia from World
War I to discover or share family memories.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Look out for posts on the Huntingdon Living Facebook page
and the ‘Oh What a Lovely War’ Facebook page, or contact
Jonathan Salt at jonathan.salt@ojemba.com or via the Town
Hall. Alternatively keep an eye on the Hunts Post or an ear
out for HCR104fm.
Huntingdon will be further marking the First World War
commemorations on Sunday 11th November. As always,
a service of Remembrance will be held on the Market
Square with a two-minute silence at 11.00am. That same
evening, Huntingdon will be partaking in the National
Beacon Lighting ceremony. It is planned that at 7.00pm,
beacons across the country will be lit, to symbolise the
end of the darkness cast over the country between 1914
and 1918.
The lighting of the beacon will be immediately followed by
the ringing of All Saints’ Church Bells, to symbolise ‘ringing
out for peace’. It is hoped that nationally, the sound of
church bells will ring at 7.05pm, in celebration of the end
of the Great War. More information about how you can
help to make this happen can be found on page 12.
More details about the
commemorative plans will
appear in future issues of
Huntingdon magazine.
Should you wish to discuss
how you can be a part of the
commemorations, please email
town.council@huntingdontown.
gov.uk or call 01480 388388.
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Neighbourhood
Plan Update
The Neighbourhood Plan Sub Committee
has been working hard over the last
few months to finalise the Huntingdon
Neighbourhood Plan, making sure we
include as much of the great feedback
from the community engagement
campaign as possible!
Once the plan is ready, we’ll run a 6-week
consultation period. This gives you the
chance to read the plan and give us your
comments before the we submit it to
HDC. Keep an eye on the Town Council
website and our Facebook and Twitter
pages for details of the consultation, and
information on where you can access a
copy of the plan.
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/
neighbourhood-plan
Twitter: @Huntingdon_Town
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
HuntingdonPlan

Spring has Sprung,
The Bees are Buzzin’
On Easter Day
(1st April) in the
Hinchingbrooke
Country Park Apiary,
local beekeepers
will start showing
visitors the honey
bees that live and
work in and around
Huntingdon. Every Sunday until
September, weather permitting, local beekeepers will
open hives in front of the glass fronted viewing gallery so
visitors can see what goes on inside a hive of over 40000
bees – come along and maybe you will see a queen bee?
The hives will open at 2.00pm for about an hour – a
beekeeper will be on hand to answer questions. Look for
the yellow flag 50 metres down the path from the café.
Maybe you would like to become a beekeeper? If so,
Huntingdon Beekeepers run a short non-examination
course to introduce you to beekeeping. The course lasts
for 2 Saturdays (21st and 28th April) in a classroom and
1 Saturday afterwards with the bees in the Apiary. After
the course HBKA will help find your first bees and a
mentor to help you get the most from the hobby.
More information is available at
www.huntsbka.org.uk. Places are limited
to just 20 so book early.

Cemetery & Crematorium and
Sports Hub update
Since the last issue of Huntingdon
magazine, Huntingdon Town
Council has received planning
permission for the proposed
Crematorium and Sports Hub in
Huntingdon (planning reference
17/01271/FUL). This is a hybrid
application, with the Sports Hub
element set to house several
local sports clubs, offering 3G,
2G and grass pitches, along with
additional training facilities. The
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Crematorium will service the local
area and will also provide much
needed burial space for Huntingdon,
offering traditional burial spaces,
natural burials and cremations.
Additionally, a full planning
application has now been submitted
to HDC as the planning authority
for a new eco-friendly Community
Centre on Coneygear Park. The
application includes a request to

install a Multi-Use Games Area
(MUGA) at the park, facilitating
sports in all weathers such as
basketball, football and netball.
The MUGA will not only provide a
suitable sports area, but seating
and cycle racks too.

For more information,
please email town.council@
huntingdontown.gov.uk
or call 01480 388388.

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Huntingdonshire History Festival
We live in a world of ghosts. We may not
notice them and we may not believe
in them, but they are there
nonetheless. In a very real sense
they are there in the remnants
they leave, in the architecture,
local folk lore and memory, in
the layout of the roads and in
the general lie of the land. Our
history has left its mark. We
walk past it every day, perhaps hurrying to the Post Office at
the back of WH Smith completely oblivious to the fact that
we have just walked past the school house where Oliver
Cromwell was once educated. We park our car for a few
brief minutes in the forecourt of Castle Hill House to get
some fish and chips across the road without realising that
the building was the Headquarters of the RAF Path Finder
Force which was so significant in the conduct of the Allied
bombing campaign in World War II. We might be driving
from Brampton to Huntingdon without knowing we have
just driven past the house once occupied by Samuel Pepys.
Huntingdonshire is alive with history, and for this reason a
group of like minded people have come together with the
aim of celebrating this rich heritage and bringing it into the
public spotlight. The vehicle for this cerebration will be a
festival held this year in Huntingdon during July, which will
hopefully go on to become an annual event. We have a rich

heritage to be proud of which deserves to be highlighted to
a wider audience. We are hopeful that such an event could
promote more tourism and business within the town as well
as giving businesses, groups and individuals an opportunity
to do something worthwhile for the community. We are
a newly formed group and will be applying for charitable
status, and have already secured a grant from the Town
Council. We are working with the support of both the Porch
Museum, the Cromwell Museum and the Norris Museum, as
well as the Huntingdonshire Local History Society. Activities
include:

talks and presentations,
displays of historical memorabilia,
events for children and parents organised by the
participating museums,
historical guided walks,
historical displays in windows, or public areas of
local businesses.
With respect to the window displays, we have number of
mainstream and independent businesses who have already
agreed to mount displays, or are showing an interest in
doing so.
If you would like to make a contribution to this event,
or would like more information please email me (Steve
McAdam) at anvilman4@yahoo.com.

Ceremonial return of Regimental Colours
In June 2014, Huntingdon Town
Council was honoured to become
the temporary custodian of the
Regimental Colours of the 31st
Foot 1848 – 1864 (Huntingdonshire
Regiment). This was due to the
Regiment’s successors, the Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment’s deployment
to Cyprus and the need to find a
suitable home for the Colours during
their time away.
The Colours tell many stories,
including the Crimea and first battle
of Sebastopol in 1855, for which the
31st Foot Regiment was awarded
battle honours. In 1864, the Colours
were retired and housed in St Mary’s
Church, Huntingdon as a memorial
to those from the 31st Foot who fell

during the Crimea. It wasn’t until
the 1970’s that the Colours were
removed by the 1st Queen’s Division,
to be displayed in the Regiment’s
Sergeant’s Mess.
For now, the Colours still sit proudly
in the Town Hall and can be admired
by members of the public visiting
the building. However, with the
return of the Princess of Wales’s
Royal Regiment to the UK, plans are
in place to formally return them to
their rightful owners.
In November 2017, Huntingdon Town
Council resolved to grant the Princess
of Wales’s Regiment the Freedom of
the Town, recognising their loyalty to
the 31st Foot and the historical link
to Huntingdon.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

It is planned for the
regiment to receive
their Freedom on
Friday 25th May
2018 at 11.00am,
when the Colours
will be ceremonially
handed back to their
owners. A parade onto the Market
Square will see an inspection of
the troops, ahead of the parade
continuing along the High Street,
with the salute being taken at St
Benedict’s Court. All are welcome
and encouraged to attend the parade
as a mark of respect to 31st Foot
and their successors, the Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment.
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Huntingdon Town Council Meeting Attendance

how many committees each individual sits on.

The table below lists all 19 Huntingdon Town Councillors, along
with the number of meetings each Councillor should have
attended during the 2017/18 year.

The following three columns outline the actual number of
meetings attended in comparison with the number they were
invited to attend. This figure is followed by the number of
times apologies were given in advance of the meetings, and the
number of times each individual was recorded as absent from
the meeting.

The first two columns list the name of the Councillor, followed
by the number of meetings they should have attended. The
number of meetings for each Councillor varies, dependent on

Councillors'
Names

Total Number
of Meetings

Meetings
Attended

Apologies
Submitted

Absent
from Meetings

A Beevor

41

41

0

0

A Blackwell

27

22

5

0

D Brown

21

3

16

2

J Dyne

20

17

2

1

S Dyne

45

15

22

8

T Forster

20

5

0

15

L George

27

6

8

13

S Gifford

39

30

9

0

S Hassell

40

5

34

1

W Hensley

20

7

5

8

J Jacobs

21

10

7

4

P Kadewere

42

34

2

6

A Mackender-Lawrence

35

22

4

9

B Manning

35

7

23

5

S McAdam

29

22

4

3

B Morrell

40

25

13

2

S Mulcahy

24

22

2

0

T Sanderson

27

21

6

0

R Valatka

38

1

2

35

Shakespeare at The George’s 50th summer production will be Richard III
Directed by Lynne Livingstone www.satg.org.uk/tickets

fighting and speaking skills.

The production will be performed from Tuesday 26th
June to Saturday 7th July in the courtyard of The
George Hotel, Huntingdon.

Written during Elizabeth I's reign in 1591, Shakespeare
puts a Tudor spin on the end of the Wars of the Roses
and the rise of the Tudors. This political thriller about
the desire for power and the
all-consuming corruption of
absolute power is even more
timely today.

Tickets go on sale on March 1st and as in previous
years, there will be a “Stagetext” captioned
performance on Tuesday 3rd July.
Shakespeare at the George last performed Richard
III in 1979, and this year’s cast will reap the benefit
of two training workshops with key personnel from
The Royal Shakespeare Company. Professional Fight
Choreographer and director, Tom Jordan, and Michael
Corbidge, Senior Voice & Text Associate, will spend
a day each with cast members, honing their sword
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Richard, Duke of Gloucester
sweeps aside anyone in his
way to achieve his goal of
kingship. However, retaining
the crown will take him to the
darkest of places and turn a
country against him.

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Who’s Who at the Council
It can sometimes be difficult to decipher which authority
to contact for various queries related to Huntingdon. The
Town, District and County Council all have different areas
of responsibility, which are highlighted below. We hope

East Ward Councillors:
Daryl Brown
Jay Dyne
Sonia Dyne
Stuart Hassell
Bill Hensley
Jeremy Jacobs
Susan Mulcahy
Richard Valatka

West Ward Councillors:
Ann Blackwell
Tanya Forster
Sarah Gifford
Ben Manning
Steve McAdam
Brett Morrell
Tom Sanderson

North Ward Councillors:
Ann Beevor
Leedo George
Patrick Kadewere
Alan Mackender-Lawrence

CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
INDEPENDENT
CONSERVATIVE
INDEPENDENT
LABOUR
LABOUR
LABOUR
INDEPENDENT

this guide proves helpful if you have any specific questions.
Should you wish to contact one of your Huntingdon Town
Councillors, their details are provided below. All Councillors
can be contacted by calling the office on 01480 411883.

Huntingdon Town Council is responsible for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Allotments
Cemeteries and Closed Churchyards
Parks and Open Spaces*
Children’s Play Areas
Sports Facilities and Recreational Grounds
War Memorials
The Town Hall
The Medway Centre
The KGV St Peters Road Depot
Town Twinning
Community Grant Awards
Statutory Consultee for Planning Matters
Civic and Community Events
Community Newsletter – Huntingdon
The Cromwell Museum Building

*HTC is also responsible for maintaining the following Parks
& Open Spaces: Victoria Square, KGV Sapley Road, Hartford
Garden of Rest, Hartford Church Gardens, St Mary’s Church
Gardens, All Saint’s Church Gardens, St John Closed Grounds,
Bus Station Grounds, Sebastopol Cannon Site, Castle Hills,
Jubilee Park, Frenchs Fields, KGV St Peters, Bloomfield Park,
Coneygear Park, Sallowbush II, & Town Sign Green.
Telephone 01480 411883 or visit
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

Huntingdon District Council is responsible for:
•
•
•
•
•

Rubbish Collection
Street Cleaning
Planning and Planning Enforcement
Housing
Housing Improvement Grants

•
•
•
•
•

Environmental Health
Licensing
Elections
Parks and Open Spaces*
One Leisure Centre

•
•
•
•
•

Car Parks
Markets
CCTV
Tax Collection
Standards Board

•
•
•
•

Countryside Services
Building Control
Voluntary Sector
Public Conveniences

*HDC is also responsible for maintaining the following Parks & Open Spaces: Sapley Park, Spring Common, Stukeley
Meadows Local Nature Reserve, Hinchingbrooke Country Park, Riverside Park, Riverside Meadows, Hartford Wood &
Sparrowhawk Way tree belt
Telephone 01480 388388 or visit www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk

Cambridgeshire County Council is responsible for:
• Education
• Roads and Traffic

• Footpaths
• Libraries

• Social Services
• Park and Ride

• Bus Passes
• Recycling

• Street Lighting
• Trading Standards

Telephone 0345 0455200 or visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk
For a more detailed breakdown of the services provided by the three tiers of local government,
please visit www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/atoz

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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A brief history of RAF Wyton
Within the first hour of our declaration of war against
Germany on 3rd September 1939, the first RAF aircraft
took off from RAF Wyton on the first operational mission
against Germany. This was a Photo Recconaisance sortie
to image the German Dockyards at Wilhelmshaven. The
aircraft was a Blenheim and lifted off at one minute after
noon. The pilot was Flying Officer A McPherson and the
aircraft returned safely 4 hours and 49 minutes later. The
image on the front cover of this issue depicts a Blenheim.
RAF Wyton is older than the RAF itself, going back to 1916
when it served the nation as a Royal Flying Corps base,
training airmen to risk their lives on the Western Front.
With the formation of the Royal Air Force on 1st April 1918
under Lord Trenchard, the first Chief of the Air Staff, the
base converted to the new service.
In 1919, the Station was closed (World War I being
the “war to end all wars”) and given over to use as a
sanitorium under Huntingdonshire County Council,
principally in the nursing of sufferers of tuberculosis (otherwise
known as “consumption”). The Murketts motor company took
over one of the hangers and moved it to Huntingdon for its
motor servicing and repair business.
However, this was not to last, as by the mid-1930s it became
clear that the country could well be heading towards a war
against Hitler’s Germany and a root and branch re-organisation
of the RAF Command Structure took place as well as a vast
RAF Station building programme to a common design. This
was accompanied by a rapid increase and acceleration in the
building of new aircraft types.
So, it was in 1935 when RAF Wyton was re-built with concrete
runways, new hangers and infrastructure, and re-opened the
following year as a Bomber Command station.
The most important aspect of RAF Wyton in World War II was
the formation of the elite Path Finder Force (PFF) whose job
was to locate and mark the targets for the main bomber force.
In January 1943, the PFF was granted Group status, and the
resulting 8 Group Headquarters was installed at Castle Hill
House in Huntingdon.
Following the war, from 1951 to 1952 the Station was used as
a transit base for United States B-50 bombers on their way to
various bases around post-war Europe. In 1953, the Station
changed its role to Photo Reconnaissance with Valiants and
Canberras later replacing the original recce types of Mosquito,
Meteor and Lancaster aircraft.
On 7th September 1955 the Station was honoured, being given
the Freedom of Huntingdon which also marked the 750th
anniversary of the granting of the town’s charter.
In 1965 the Valiants were replaced (suffering from metal
fatigue problems) with the more advanced Victors which, as
well as using photography, also had an advanced radar survey
capability.
During the 1990s, the photo recce role was phased out
and the Station became home to the Cambridge University

Air Squadron, University of London Air Squadron and an
Elementary light aircraft flying school (using the German Grob
Tutor light aircraft) for the first phase training of new RAF
pilots. The Station also saw the arrival of the Integrated Project
Teams who specialised in both the engineering expertise and
the supply chain requirements to keep the RAF’s aircraft flying.
At the same time the station became a jointly administered
unit with RAF Brampton (until it closed following re-assignation
as Brampton Camp). It is now a housing development; the
estate being sold off to help pay for the re-development of
RAF Wyton as a Joint Service Command (JSC) Intelligence
Centre. Shortly after, the Station merged yet again with RAF
Henlow (due to close in 2020).
On 2nd April 2012 the Station became independent once
again and under Project PRIDE (Programme to Rationalise
and Integrate the Defence intelligence Estate) which is a
multi-phase ongoing project, the newly formed Joint Fusion
Intelligence Group (JFIG) became operational.
The flying units have now gone, and the only aviation going on
now is from the Pathfinder Flying Club which retains a small
grass airstrip. The airfield has been sold off for industry and
housing development, though the remainder of the Station
continues to take in more units, uniformed staff from the three
services, civilian contractors, and civil servants. It is a growing
enterprise. In its current form and ongoing development, the
Station’s foreseeable future appears assured.
To celebrate 100 years of the RAF, Huntingdon plans
to mark this in conjunction with RAF Wyton. Flags will
be flown around Huntingdon’s Market Square over the
weekend of 1st April 2018 and plans for a parade to take
place on 3rd September 2018 are in place, marking the
anniversary of the first flight from RAF Wyton to Germany
after the declaration of war during World War II. For
more information regarding Huntingdon’s RAF100 plans,
please contact natasha.pierson@huntingdontown.gov.uk.

