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From the Town
Clerk’s Desk…

Welcome to the Winter issue of Town Council quarterly
publication, which I trust that you will enjoy reading over the
festive season.

At the time of writing this item, we have just begun the Second
Lockdown, which reminds me of the poem November by
Thomas Hood - look it up and you will see what I mean!
That is enough of gloomy November, we are now in the season
of Advent and we are all looking forward to Christmas in whatever form it make take for us this year it is almost certainly
going to be different to what we all would have wished for. But
what-ever it is I am sure that we will all make the best of it and
start thinking about 2021 and better days ahead of us.

d

Looking ahead to 2021 the Town Council’s major project the
new Crematorium and Cemetery, along with new Council Depot
and Glasshouse are all on schedule to be completed and ready
to open after Easter.
You will be pleased to hear that plans are already in hand for
next years floral displays and hopefully the Anglia in Bloom
campaign will be back up and running. In addition we are
continuing to push ahead with our Environmental program to
make the town a better place to live and work.
December has arrived, the Christmas Trees are up and
decorated and the Festive Lights have been switched on. As
Town Clerk, I take this opportunity to extend to you all the
compliments of the festive season, and trust that you have
an enjoyable time and find the opportunity to have some
relaxation
- Closer for our People
		
- Local for our People
		
- Value for our People
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Philip Peacock
Town Clerk

The management and production of this magazine is overseen by Huntingdon
Town Council’s Media Sub Committee. The Committee is made up of the following
members:
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Councillor T Shrapnel - Chairman,
Committee: Cllr J Cole, Cllr C Doyle, Cllr P Kadewere, Cllr P Kennington,
Cllr P Pearce, Cllr S Sweek, Georgia Barker and Hayley Burns.
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Upcoming Council Meetings

f

All Huntingdon Town Council meetings are currently taking place virtually via Zoom video conference.
To attend a public meeting, email town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk and state your name, address and
business (if applicable).

d

Thursday

Finance Committee
Finance Committee
Town Council (Precept)

Thursday
21st January
6.30 pm
Leisure & Community Services 		
			Committee

f

f

6.30 pm

Thursday
7th January 2021
6.30 pm
			

f

f

10th December

Agendas for Town Council meetings can be found at www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

Give doorstep traders the cold shoulder as winter sets in
Consumer advice
By Eileen Le Voi
Safe Local Trades
AS the colder weather sets
in – winter proofing your
property can be kinder to
the environment and your
pocket.
At this time of year, the elements can take their toll on
the home; we can expect gusty winds and heavy rain to
play havoc when it comes to guttering, roof tiles, fences
and even trees. Your driveway may have also lost its
summer sparkle and be in need of a deep clean.
But the changing of the seasons is a popular time
for rogue doorstep traders to avoid hibernation and
inflict their own kind of winter misery on unsuspecting
homeowners.
Trading Standards always advise to never accept an offer
of work from cold callers who ‘happen to be in your area’.
They will ask for cash up front, and more often than not, it
will be for work which is unnecessary.
Don’t be fooled by business cards with websites and
telephone numbers which look genuine. Politely take the
card – if you begin to feel vulnerable or intimidated - and
say you will contact them at your convenience should you
need their services.
You can then check their contact details or ask a family
member or friend to do so on your behalf.
However, there are some simple but effective ways you
take steps to winter proof your home and garden, and
avoid a November nightmare:
• Check all external pipes for breaks, leaks, and
blockages. Blocked or leaking pipes can freeze during
the cold months, then expand and burst – causing

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

potentially expensive water damage.
• Think about insulation. A properly insulated property is
an absolute must. Make sure that you check the basics,
starting with obvious draft points. Invest in some draft
excluder to keep doors and windows secure. Check the
cladding around your boiler and pipes, and make sure
that taps and faucets don’t leak.
• Bleed your radiators. A great way to warm up your
property is to bleed the radiators. This releases any
trapped air, allowing hot water to fill every part of your
radiator and warm the property more efficiently.
• Get a boiler service. Arrange for a professional to
service your boiler each year. As everyone starts to
switch on or boost their central heating, the surge in
gas consumption can lead to a big increase in boiler
breakdowns.
• Clear out your gutters. In autumn, leaves can collect in
gutters and drains, leading to blocks and overflows - so
it’s best to clean them regularly. Consider investing
in gutter leaf guards to help prevent your gutters
becoming blocked in future.
• Sweep your chimney. If your chimneys are in use,
make sure that they get swept every year. This will
remove the build-up of dirt and grime from your
chimney walls.
So, for all those winter maintenance jobs that still
need planning in before the festive season,
www.safelocaltrades.com should be your first port of
call. We have a range of professional, recommended and
reliable trades from chimney sweeps, boiler maintenance,
electricians, roofing specialists, plumbers, tree surgeons –
and just about anyone who can provide a service for your
seasonal maintenance needs, and all in line with Covid-19
safety guidelines.
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Staff profile – Teresa McLoughlin
I started working at Huntingdon Town Council in
the position of Amenities Officer in October 2020
during the Coronavirus pandemic while the Town
Hall is closed to the public. So it’s been a slightly
different experience than any other new job I’ve
started. I attended Mayor Making via zoom in my
first week; what would we do without technology?
I’m looking forward to managing the admin
aspect of allotments, playgrounds and planning
applications. I’ll be organising the Allotment
Forum and sending out the Allotment newsletter.
It’ll be great to meet allotment holders either in
person or via Zoom and hear about their views on
the allotments.
I graduated from the University of Reading with a
degree in History so it’s great to work so closely
with the Cromwell museum. I worked in marketing
for various different companies for about ten
years and then worked for a Housing Association
for older people. I like to give something back to
the community through my work.

When I’m not
at work and not
living through a
pandemic I love
visiting museums
especially if
they’ve got
something to
do with our
Royal Family or
European royalty.
I sing in a choir
which has carried
on via zoom since
we’ve been unable to meet in person. I usually
have a cross stitch project or two on the go at any
one time which my two cats, Percy and Penelope,
love to ‘help’ with.
Teresa McLoughlin
Amenities Officer

Councillor profile – Audrey McAdam
Cllr Audrey McAdam
was co-opted onto
Huntingdon Town
Council at the Extra
Ordinary Town
Council meeting held
on Thursday 29th
October 2020.
A short insight into
who I am, my name
is Audrey McAdam
and I have resided
in Huntingdon/Brampton for more years than I can
remember.
I am a trustee of the Commemoration Hall in
Huntingdon which at present due to the pandemic
has had to cease from having a great revival of the
hall.
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I come from a family of seven with 2 sisters and 2
brothers, all born in Lincolnshire and apart from
myself they all still reside in Lincolnshire. Although
fully retired now I spent the last 22ys working
Brampton/Wyton. I like to think I am a jovial person
but I can be serious whenever the need arises.
I have spent periods overseas when travelling with
the RAF and my family, I am married to Steve (46
years) and our three children were born in different
countries, Cyprus, Germany and the UK.
Among my hobbies are ten pin bowling, piano and
craft work which mainly consists of knitting and
crocheting which I have donated to: - Care homes,
baby units and animal rescue. I cannot imagine
moving out of the area and having seen so many
changes in and around Huntingdon I hope to do my
part in upholding the town.
Audrey McAdam
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Hartford welcomes their
new Post office
While many villages and communities have lost their
Post Offices, Hartford has bucked the trend thanks to
Tayyab Mahmood and his family at the Hartford Village
Stores.
Due to open during the summer but delayed by Covid19 restrictions, the Post office is now open seven days
a week including Sunday mornings, a total of around 60
hours a week.
Tony Bayley, Post Office change manager said “The new
branch offers customers a wide range of post office
services, from posting letters and parcels to collecting
and returning online shopping items.
“Customers can also take advantage of a wide range of
banking services including cash withdrawals and balance
enquiries for customers of all the main UK banks.”
Business owner Tayyab has been running the Village
Stores for over 24 years and has built good customer
relations, provided a local lifeline especially during

lockdowns
supported by
family members
including his wife
Nushaba and son
Saqib.
He also has
successful
newspaper delivery
services throughout Huntingdon and local villages.
He now takes on the role of Post Master. “A lot of elderly
people can’t go too far for services and supplies and
many are not ‘on line’ so we have taken on the Post office
challenge in order to offer more services for our local
customers.”
“I think this is a brilliant development for Hartford” says
local Town Councillor Juliet Cole. “We are really lucky in
the village with 2 excellent pubs, a hairdressers and of
course the Stores. So good luck to Tayyab and his family
and I call on our local residents to support them in this
exciting new venture”.
By Mike Humphrey

News from the Head Groundsman
As I sit here writing this update, the Estates Services
team are busy putting up the Christmas trees all around
Huntingdon and the Christmas lights on the Town Hall.
We’re going to be putting extra trees out this year to try
and lift the spirts of the people in the Town Centre. In
these strange times, we’re unable to put on the usual
Christmas Market and lights switch on, so we will have

to have a double celebration next year! I know lots of
people look forward to this, but the lights and Christmas
trees will still be in the town!
We have started getting some of the new trees which we
have ordered for the new crematorium. In total we are
looking to plant over 220 large trees around the new site
and over 2000 shrubs. We will be planting these over the
winter period ready for the opening next year.
Also, over the winter period we will be replacing some
of the old sets of swings in the Nursery Walk play area
and the Hartford KGV playing field. These swings have
been in the play areas for over 40 years and are due a
replacement! The new play area which the Town Council
had installed at Stukeley Meadows is going down well,
it’s always very busy with loads of children playing on it
which always is nice to see.
We have loads going on over the winter but still are
planning for next year, we have ordered the summer
bedding and again we are planning to do a 3D flower
design at the bus station so keep your eyes out next year!
Have a great time over Christmas and look after
yourselves and your family. If we all stick together, we
will come through these strange times.
Peter Haynes
Head Groundsman

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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HUNTINGDON GIRLS FC
Huntingdon Girls FC are thrilled to
have relocated to Coneygear Park,
Huntingdon.
Despite the current climate the club continues
to go from strength to strength with newcomer
participants doubling over recent weeks. Saturday
morning development sessions welcomes girls aged 4
upwards new to the sport opportunity to learn and play
in a fun, safe environment. Alongside these sessions,
Coneygear Park hosts the clubs teams league and cup
matches played against other local clubs. The future is
certainly bright
with current
numbers suggesting
new teams will
evolve and be
added next season.
The club welcomes
contact from
anyone with or
without experience
willing to develop their coaching skills alongside full
club support.
New and experienced players welcomed, for more
information and to register interest in coming along
to try out please visit: www.huntingdongirlsfc.co.uk
email: huntingdongirlsfc@gmail.com

CONEYGEAR CENTRE GREEN TEAM PROJECT
Huntingdon Town Council are pleased to report that a
project by Groundwork East’s Green Team 12 Project in
Cambridgeshire is now complete.
Work started at Coneygear Park back in February 2020.
Due to the pandemic, the project was halted in March
2020 but thankfully started again in September 2020.
We are extremely pleased with the end product, which
will benefit the community for many years to come.
The park now has apple and pear trees, raised beds, a
pergola, more benches, blocked paving and slabbing
and a beautiful nature area. All of the work carried out
blends in with the Coneygear Centre so well.
A big thank you to Andrea Finbow and Matt Langley
from Groundwork East, who headed up the project and
guided the students through the course. The students
should all be extremely proud of themselves after
achieving a Level 1 Award in Practical Horticulture.
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Due to the pandemic, the students were unable to
have a celebratory event. However, the Mayor of
Huntingdon, Councillor Karl Webb, did meet with each
student and presented them all with a gift. Thank
you also to our amazing funders who have made this
project possible; Huntingdon Freemen’s Trust, Highways
England A14 IDT, Urban&Civic and National Lottery
Awards for All.

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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News from the Coneygear Centre
What a year it has been! We moved
to the amazing new centre and were
literally in for 4 weeks, before Covid19 struck. Fortunately for us, as key
workers, we were able to keep the
centre open for essential services. In
partnership with other organisations,
we were able to support up to 100
people daily, during the school
holidays. In addition to this, we were
fortunate to secure grant funding
that enabled us to deliver weekly hot
meals to vulnerable older people. This
is continuing as we speak.

We’ve already supported the building
and distribution of hampers during
the October half term break and
are now busy planning the 100
hampers we’ll build and distribute at
Christmas. This is all in conjunction
with Huntingdon Community Action
Projects who head up these amazing
projects, financially and practically
supported by Huntingdon Town
Council and so many other fantastic
organisations. This is partnership
working at its best – we achieve so
much more by working together.
Groundwork East’s Green Team 12
project was started in February 2020,
stopped at the end of March 2020
and restarted in September 2020!
That hasn’t stopped the end product
from looking amazing! We are so
grateful to the team and our amazing
funders for transforming this area. We
know that the community will enjoy
this beautiful area. Have you spotted

the long bench that sits under the
pergola? Our colleagues at Cottenham
Parish Council have had a lovely idea
which works. It’s a simple concept
involving a bench that encourages
people to sit on it if they are feeling
lonely or just want someone to talk to.
Throughout the pandemic, we’ve all
come across people who really miss
that social interaction with someone.
Being outdoors in a beautiful park
and sitting on a bench, a safe distance
away from someone else, just having
a natter, could make all the difference
to someone feeling very lonely and
isolated. The Mayor of Huntingdon,
Councillor Karl Webb, choose his
favourite name from suggestions via
Facebook. We’re pleased to announce
that the name chosen is ‘The Natter
Box’ as put forward by Eve Calcott.
Thank you to Eve and everyone who
suggested names.
We know how difficult this time is
for many people so if you’re feeling
sad or lonely or just need a chat
with someone, please don’t suffer in
silence. Another essential service that
we have been allowed to continue
with is Moody Mondays. This group
runs from the centre every Monday
morning from 9:15am to 11:30am.
To book an appointment, please
telephone the centre on 01480
388677 or book using the online form
(available via the Coneygear Centre
Facebook page. This is a safe place
to speak in confidence with trained

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

volunteers/professionals and people
who genuinely care.
We were so pleased when the
centre opened and we were able to
showcase our community library. We
were then very saddened, when we
had to close the doors to the library
in March 2020, when Covid-19 struck.
However, Coneygear Community
Library is now offering the Select and
Collect service in conjunction with
Huntingdon Library. To request books,
go to the Huntingdon Library website,
click on Select and Collect, complete
the form and then choose your pickup location as the Coneygear Centre.
If you do not already have library
membership, you can join online.
Collection of books will be arranged
by appointment only to ensure we are
operating within Covid-19 restrictions.
Alternatively, if you do not have
access to the internet, you can
phone the centre on 01480 388 677.
Members who have books on loan can
also telephone the centre to arrange
returns. Please be aware that it may
take us longer than usual to return
calls as the centre is not staffed fulltime at present.”
On behalf of myself and Sally
Marchant (Assistant Manager at the
Coneygear Centre), we wish you all a
happy Christmas and a healthy New
Year. Let’s all hope for a better 2021!
Stay safe everyone.
Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Coneygear Centre Manager
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Remembrance Day 2020
This year, Huntingdon’s Remembrance service
looked very different to the usual format. In
light of the ongoing COVID-19 guidance and
lockdown, Huntingdon Town Council were
unable to hold the normal service and parade,
and residents were encouraged to Remember
At Home.
Despite the restrictions, it was important that
we still marked Remembrance 2020 in some
way, while still prioritising the safety of all
those involved. Therefore, on Wednesday 4th
November, the Mayor, Cllr Karl Webb, and
a small civic party, attended a small wreath
laying service on Huntingdon Market Square.
The service was in line with the ‘rule of 6’
guidance that was in place at the time.

Webb, Colonel Roger Herriot OBE DL, Squadron
Leader Daz Priest and Warrant Officer Simon
Hopkins from RAF Wyton, and Cllr John Davies,
Chairman of HDC. A small group of military
standard bearers were also in attendance.
A recording of the service was published on the
morning of Remembrance Sunday, so members
of the public unable to attend as normal could
watch the service from home. The video is
available to watch at the Huntingdon Town
Council website, Facebook and Twitter pages.

Photos: MOD Crown Copyright 2020

Along with the Mayor, the service, led by
the Mayor’s Chaplain, Rev. Jon Randall, was
attended by the Mayoress, Mrs Hilary Meers-

8
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Remembrance Day 2020
As the formal Remembrance Day Service
had taken place on Wednesday 4th
November, members of the community
were asked to Remember at Home
and observe a two-minute silence
with the Nation at 1100 on Sunday 8th
November.
The Mayor and Mayoress, Cllr Karl Webb
and Mrs Hilary Meers-Webb, were to be
the sole representatives of Huntingdon
Town at the War Memorial.
Several veterans had timed their daily
exercise in order to be at the Memorial
just before 1100; they socially distanced
themselves and stood in front of All
Saint’s Church. The Market Square fell
silent as veterans and members of the
community stood facing the memorial of
the Thinking Soldier.

Although unplanned, the Mayor
recited the Exhortation, just
before the church bells rang out
to mark the start of a two-minute
silence being held across the
country. The Mayor signalled
the end of the two-minutes by
reciting the Kohima Epitaph
before stepping away from the
memorial and allowing veterans
to lay wreaths on behalf of
their organisations.
Huntingdon will always Remember
those who made the ultimate sacrifice in
the most appropriate way that they can.
On Armistice Day, the Mayor marked the
occasion once again with a two-minute
silence and laying a single wreath on behalf
of the town.

Message from the Mayor
One of the most important dates in the year for me, as a
former serviceman, is Remembrance Day.
Sadly, we were not able to hold the usual Remembrance Day
Service on the 8th November, but this did not stop us from
recognising those who have served, and in many cases, made the
ultimate sacrifice during war and conflict.
It is important that we remember all lives, from all countries
throughout the world, lost while protecting those at home. I was
proud to be part of the small civic group that paid our respects
to the fallen on Wednesday 4th November; we may not
have had the annual service and parade attended by
our Serving personnel, Armed Forces Associations
and community Groups, but we did ensure that
Huntingdon marked the occasion in the most appropriate
way that we could, with the eternal message that ‘We
Will
Remember Them’.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Mayor Making 2020
This year, the COVID-19 restrictions prevented us from
gathering as normal for the Annual Council Meeting and
Mayor Making ceremony. So, on the evening of Tuesday
6th October 2020, a virtual ceremony was held via a
Zoom conference call.

Randall as the Mayor’s Chaplain and Able Cadet
Zach Crennell as the Mayor’s Cadet.
In line with tradition, the new Mayor of
Huntingdon also announced his charity for the
year, which is Dreamdrops - Huntingdonshire.
Children’s Charity.

The outgoing and incoming Mayors were present at
Huntingdon Town Hall, while all other
Members and guests joined virtually.
During the meeting, Councillors elected
Cllr Karl Webb to serve as Town Mayor of
Huntingdon for the remainder of the local
government year 2020/21. Cllr Padrica
Kennington was also appointed as Deputy
Town Mayor.
Other announcements during the evening
saw Mrs Hilary Meers-Webb appointed as
the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Mayoress, Ms
Josette Kennington appointed as Deputy
Mayoress, Mr Dennis Smith appointed as
the town’s Macebearer, Reverend John

The Mayor of Huntingdon’s Cheque presentations
the mayoral year 2019/20, the outgoing
Community Shield 2019-21 Throughout
Mayor of Huntingdon, Cllr Steve McAdam, had been
Each year, the Mayor of Huntingdon awards the
Community Shield to recognise an individual for
their services to the community. This year, at the
Town Council meeting held virtually on Thursday 5th
November, the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Community
Shield was awarded to Cllr Mike Baker.

raising funds for his mayoral charities:

Mike was nominated for the shield as he has dedicated
his life to the local community, through running the
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, his work with
Huntingdon Volunteer Centre, and helping to provide
transport for the needy. Mike’s gardening scheme
connected young people with elderly residents to help
manage their gardens.

As COVID-19 restrictions meant representatives from
the charities were unable to attend the Mayor Making
meeting as normal, Cllr Steve McAdam presented each
charity with a cheque in advance of the meeting. Each
of the 4 charities received a cheque for £1068.12p.

•
•
•
•

MAGPAS
Papworth Trust
Hunts Community Cancer Network
Air Cadets (73 Squadron)

Mike was also instrumental in the refurbishment of the
St John’s Almshouses, a project which made the historic
houses fit for modern living.
These are just a few examples Mike’s dedication to
helping the community, including residents both young
and old, and the Mayor was pleased to recognise this
dedication with this award.

10
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Incoming

Mayor

To be elected mayor of Huntingdon
is a truly humbling experience. I am
proud to be given the opportunity
to represent our wonderful town
and members of the community.
We are living in such an
unprecedented time, and this will
mean most of the events a mayor
would host, or attend, cannot
happen. But where the guidance
allows, I will continue to work hard
with our town councillors to support
Huntingdon and our residents.
I am very pleased that councillors
approved the appointment of Cllr
Padrica Kennington as Deputy

Mayor, we have worked well
together since joining the council in
2018 and will continue to do so in
our new roles.
I have been lucky to have worked
closely with our former mayors, Cllrs

Sarah Gifford and Steve McAdam,
they have been great role models
for the council and Huntingdon; I
will continue to honour the Office
of Mayor and will always serve our
community to the best of my ability.
Councillor Karl Webb

Mayor’s Charity 2020/21 - Dreamdrops
Due to the current Coronavirus restrictions in
force it is very clear that fundraising is going to be
difficult for some time to come. I have taken the
decision to fundraise for one local charity during
this term of office; my charity for 2020/2021 is
Dreamdrops: Huntingdonshire Children’s Charity.
Dreamdrops raise funds to support children that
have been admitted to Hinchingbrooke Hospital’s
Special Care Baby Unit (SCBU), Holly Ward or the
A&E Department. Dreamdrops have provided a
sensory garden and sensory equipment, toys, new
chairs for breastfeeding mothers as well as a camera
for parents to photograph their new-born children. But
the support does not end at Hinchingbrooke Hospital,
funds raised by Dreamdrops are also used to help sick
children who are being cared for at home.
With limited opportunities to fundraise this term,
I am also providing physical support in promoting
Dreamdops and their own ongoing fundraising
activities. Recently, Dreamdrops were donated
a laptop, X-Box, and 9 iPads. Working with Mrs
Christine Luckham and Huntingdonshire Community

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Group’s Covid-19 Response Team, these laptops will
be distributed, via local schools, to children in the
community. This is just one of the many projects
Dreamdrops get involved with; I am looking forward to
working with the Dreamdrops committee members and
am very pleased to be able to offer my support to help
improve the lives of sick children in our community.
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The gas man cometh!
For most Huntingdon residents,
the closure of the iron bridge
on Ermine Street, in June was a
slight inconvenience. For Stukeley
Meadows residents it caused
significant disruption, but with
stoic patience, they endured and
are now recipients of a gift from
Cadent, that has helped to rebuild
good relationships.

Cadent engineers,
discovered that the gas
pipes under the bridge,
originally installed in
1956, urgently needed
replacing. Karl Ship,
senior network engineer
for Cadent commented
“no one likes to see the
gas man” but we had a duty to
the local community. As
work progressed we all
lived through the grim
realities of Lockdown 1.
As measures eased Head
teacher James Singleterry
of Stukeley Meadows
Primary school faced a
new concern “how was he
going to get 450 pupils,
safely into the school?”
Cllrs Phil Pearce and Tom
Sanderson were able to

think outside the box and came up
with a plan. With the permission of
HDC, the Town Council groundstaff
volunteered to clear a pathway
at the back of the school. Cadent
over the course of the weekend
laid down a waterproof path which
now allows Years 5 and 6 to have
their own entrance to the school,
reducing congestion and ensuring
the safety of all pupils. Pupils and
staff are delighted and HTC Cllrs are
just pleased to have been able to
“do their bit”

Huntingdon together charity shop
Nearly five years ago, Emma Cameron was appointed
as the first manager of the Huntingdon Together
Charity Shop. The shop was opened to raise money
to support the Huntingdonshire Volunteer Centre
who promote volunteering and run very popular
community car schemes in the District.
With her tireless
enthusiasm, care for
everyone and her infectious
smile she has developed
the shop very successfully
and has attracted a huge
number of volunteers who
willingly give up a great
deal of their time to sort the donations, price articles
and serve behind the counter.
One unusual feature of the shop is the idea of
“Surplus Share”, where individuals, shops, cafes and
others can donate unwanted foodstuff and this can be
passed on to people in need. This not only prevents
food wastage, but is immensely valuable for a number
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of local people who
experience hardship.
Emma has been a
vital link during the
lockdown. In March
a number of local
supermarkets got in
touch with Emma to
offer her surplus food if she could distribute it. So with
the help of her family she volunteered to distribute
the food given by local shops to the people who she
knew who were in genuine need as well as to local
food banks and primary schools. This was all done
voluntarily and was not part of her job as the shop
was closed.
She has been great news for the people of Huntingdon
– aware of the needs of the local community and
willing to help in these difficult times. She is an
amazing person, a huge asset to us at the shop and we
are all very proud of her.
Mike Baker (Chairman of HVC Trustees)

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Hinchingbrooke Mobility Scooters
Juliet Cole the Town Council’s nominated trustee on
the Huntingdon Freemen’s Trust recently presented
the scooter to Margaret King, chairman of the Friends
of Hinchingbrooke Country Park (pictured on the left of
the photo).
The availability of mobility scooters helps make the
Country Park accessible to people who might not
otherwise visit. The all-terrain Tramper make of scooter
is a robust machine, built to be used on rough uneven
or muddy ground, so users can enjoy getting to areas
that they would not otherwise be able to visit. The
new scooter will replace an existing one that has been
used daily for over eight years. Scooters have been
available at the Country Park for 25 years, the first one
being acquired thanks to determined fund raising by

Huntingdon
Freeman's Trust
ABOUT US
Huntingdon Freemen’s Trust is a Charity that
provides grants to people who live within the
area covered by Huntingdon Town Council. We
are monitored by the Charity Commission and
can only operate according to our regulations.

the inspiration late Judi
Figgures MBE.
Margaret King, chairman
of the Friends of
Hinchingbrooke Country
Park, said “The scooters
are very well-used
throughout the year by
people with a variety of short and long-term mobility
problems, and other health issues. We are extremely
grateful to the Freemen’s Trust for their donation
which we hope be well used by Huntingdon residents
who visit the Park”.
The Friends group, which started in 1994, have
supported many projects at Hinchingbrooke Country
Park over the years and are currently seeking funds to
acquire a second scooter and fund other park projects
so would be pleased to receive donations via https://
www.givey.com/friendsofhinchingbrookecountrypark.

Recreational and leisure grants – for local groups and
organisations involved in sports, hobbies and the arts we
can help with the purchase of equipment, project costs,
training and competitions.
In addition to grants, we often provide specialised
equipment on long term loan, for example, mobility
scooters.

We can only consider applications from individuals, groups
and organisations who live or are based within the area
covered by Huntingdon Town Council.

Applications from individuals would have previously involved
one of our officers visiting you at home to assess your
needs and financial circumstances. At the current time, of
course, this is not possible, but we are able to do telephone
assessments instead. If you have a support worker, please
ask them to liaise with us as they can often help us respond
to your needs in the most suitable way.

Usually, individuals must have been resident in the area for at
least 12 months (though we do make exceptions depending
on their circumstances). Groups and organisations need to
have a large part of their members living in this area.

Our Trustees meet monthly to assess applications based
on the information we have gathered. All details are dealt
with in the strictest confidence and in accordance with Data
Protection.

WHO CAN APPLY FOR FINANCIAL HELP?

SOME OF THE WAYS WE CAN HELP INCLUDE:
Relief in need grants– for the benefit of children, families,
pensioners, people with disabilities and people who are on a
low income or struggling due to a variety of circumstances.
Applicants may be working or in receipt of benefits. We will
consider grants for a variety of purposes including help with
essential household items, medical and mobility equipment
and adaptations.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

HOW TO CONTACT US
If you would like more information on whether you may
be eligible to apply for a grant and how to apply, please
contact us:
Telephone: 01480 414909
e-mail: admin@huntingdonfreemen.org.uk
website: www.huntingdonfreemen.org.uk
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Photograph: Graham Shirra

A new all-terrain mobility scooter for use by less mobile
visitors has arrived at Hinchingbrooke Country Park
thanks to a grant from the Huntingdon Freemen’s Trust.
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Huntingdon Borough Fire Engine

(pic credit: Peter Rosamund)

For a town like Huntingdon built largely of wood, lathe
and plaster with thatched roofs the biggest fear was
always fire. Whole villages and towns could be obliterated
by a single careless spark. To guard against fire the
Corporation invested in ladders, fire-hooks, to pull down
thatch, and required all householders to provide adequate
buckets on their premises.
When insurance
became necessary in
the early 18th century
the town were given a
fire engine by the Sun
Insurance Company to
attend fires, but only
Borough Fire Engine Steamer –
on buildings bearing
Huntingdon Carnival 1953
the Sun Insurance
Plaque. The Corporation were required to provide an
engine-house and a house for the “Engineer”. Fortunately,
they were able to use part of the old watch house in St
Benedict’s Churchyard fronting the High Street,
This was handy when fire broke out in Walden Schoolhouse (51 High Street) in 1844. As reported in the
Cambridge Press “The alarm and terror of the inhabitants
at the first outbreak of the fire, was greatly increased by
the knowledge of a great quantity of gunpowder being
stored in a room immediately adjacent to the one on fire
belonging to Mr Morton, ironmonger, which was only
separated by a thin plaster and lathe partition…”
After the Sun fire engine was removed in 1863 the

company paid for a new
Borough Engine, and the
Corporation appointed an
“Engineer” and “Captain”
to head up their volunteer
firemen.

The town’s old inns
were especially prone to
chimney fires, The Cross Keys, next to the George, was
completely destroyed in 1863, and twice chimneys
exploded in the Fountain and the new Crown in the
heart of the crowded High Street. Assistance was often
given by the Godmanchester Engine, and, in 1893,
when the George caught fire, by Windover’s Works fire
engine and crew.
In 1863 the engine was
removed to St Benedict’s
Churchyard and in the 1880s
a new engine shed was built
on Princes Street out of the
Princes Street Fire Station in the 1950’s.
old butter market, and this
remained the town’s Fire Station until the 1960s.
After motorisation the Borough Engine was exhibited at
the new Fire Station until the early 1970s when it was
loaned to the Fire Service Museum at Morton-on-theMarsh, Somerset.
By Richard Meredith
Huntingdon and Godmanchester Civic Society

Cromwell Museum

With the current pandemic there is a
lot of speculation as to how Christmas
will be affected by Covid-19, whether
traditional family celebrations will have
to be cancelled. Inevitably journalists
have invoked Cromwell with reference
to one of the most oft-repeated
myths in our history: that he cancelled
Christmas.
There was a ban imposed on Christmas
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Borough Fire Engine – National
Fire Service Museum, Moreton-inthe-Marsh, since 1972?

festivities in the 1640s by Puritans in
Parliament, who took the opportunity
to get rid of celebrations that they saw
as being influenced by Pagan or Roman
Catholic beliefs. However, Cromwell
was away soldiering in the Civil War
at the time and was not involved with
the ban. It has been argued that he
may have approved, but as he never
mentioned Christmas in any of his letters
or speeches, we do not really have
any evidence. Much to Parliament’s
increasingly frustrated attempts to
enforce the ban, this proved impossible
and most people carried on with their
festivities regardless.
The Cromwell Museum has capitalised
on this ban by launching two different
‘Christmas is Cancelled’ Christmas cards
this year, perfect for anyone who likes

history or is even a bit of
a curmudgeon when it comes to
festive things! Both designs are
available at £5.50 for a pack of 10
from the Cromwell Museum, or
from the beginning of December
from our new online shop at
www.cromwellmuseum.com.
You’ll also find details online of our
upcoming winter lecture programme,
which will be taking place online
in January, with an array of guest
speakers talking about subjects as
varied as Cromwell in fiction, Sex and
Sexuality in 17th century Britain, and
a 1600s shipwreck that is a treasure
trove similar to the Mary Rose.
For more information visit our website
at www.cromwellmuseum.org;
Facebook at @thecromwellmuseum,
Twitter at @museumcromwell, or our
YouTube Channel.

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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‘Supporting Huntingdonshire
Communities through volunteering’
Our Lockdown Story!
‘Huntingdon Together’ Charity Shop
by Emma Cameron

Surplus Share Food – now open, but with new
procedures!
We have just resumed the surplus share food collections
and are reliant on our trusted food collection volunteers to
stock the fridge. The more Volunteers we have on the rota,
the more food we can collect. If you would like to help us
in this way, please do volunteer! To join the team or to
register for a surplus share food parcel slot, just contact:
the Huntingdon Together shop: 01480 700290 or Emma on:
07938 197463.

The Huntingdon Community Car Scheme by
Ann Bunting (HVC Manager)
Huntingdon Together Team: L-R Volunteers Adam & Margaret,
Emma Cameron (Shop Manager), Mike Baker (Chair of HVC)

Unfortunately, on 23 March 2020, we felt the need to
close the Huntingdon Volunteer Centre Charity Shop
-Huntingdon Together, as we could not adhere to social
distancing, and that meant closing our Community Fridge
too. Over lock-down our Chair of Trustees, Mike Baker,
co-ordinated a couple of volunteers to distribute food and
“goodie bags” with donations from Waitrose, St Ives and
Coop Cardinal Distribution Centre, to approximately 30

With the instruction for anyone over 70 years to shield and
the national ‘Stay at home’ requirements, the use of our
car scheme fell dramatically, as everyone stopped their
usual activities.
With all staff members on furlough, apart from our newest
member of staff in St Ives, Debbie Windsor, all requests
for journeys were centralised and co-ordinated by Debbie
as she worked from home. As many of our drivers are
retired and were shielding themselves, the challenge was
to find new drivers who could help undertake the essential
journeys still required during lockdown. We are indebted
to our existing volunteers for the time they offer, but
we do need more! Here’s what one of our Huntingdon
volunteers has to say:

Volunteer Driving Anne Richardson

Group photo of: Tripti Woolf (Huntingdon Organiser),
Back: Bill Roberts & Chris Brown (Vol Driver), front, Mrs Haggar and
right Anne Richardson.

people, over several weeks in April, until new local and
NHS initiatives came into place. In June, after a full health
and safety review, the trustees agreed that it was safe to
reopen the shop with a screen fitted, a one-way system
and new handwashing stations. Doorman, Volunteer
Richard Brookes limits customer entry, as we can only
have four people in the shop at one time. Our Huntingdon
customers were delighted:
Helen “It’s like a lifeline to me. I don’t have a lot of money,
so it helps me clothe my children and treat them to toys”

Roy “ Buying from here gives back to the community”

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

‘I work from home and
generally have little
interaction with others.
Volunteering gives me
the opportunity to meet
Tripti Woolf (Huntingdon Organiser)
and chat to lovely people. with Mrs Sylvia Haggar (Passenger)
I can plan my work
schedule around the voluntary driving, so benefit from
human contact, while still meeting work commitments.
No special skills are needed, just the ability to drive and
enjoy the company of others. I feel proud that I am part of
an organization
that provides
such an essential
service.’
To book a drive
or to join our
volunteer team,
Volunteer Driver – Anne Richardson with
contact Tripti
passenger Bill Roberts
Woolf, the
Huntingdon Organiser: 01480 414766 or 07849 794490.
For more information: www.huntsvc.org.uk
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Huntingdon Town Hall Weddings
2020 has been a strange
year for couples planning
their weddings, and the
weddings at Huntingdon
Town Hall have been no
different! Throughout
the year, the changing
restrictions have meant
couples have constantly
had to adapt their plans.

We are currently taking bookings for weddings in
2021. If you are interested in booking, please get in
touch by emailing Hayley.burns@huntingdontown.
gov.uk or call 01480 410380. Please be assured that
in the event that your booking is impacted by COVID19 restrictions, we will work with you to reschedule
or cancel your booking at no cost.

We’re happy to report
that at Huntingdon
Assembly Room
Town Hall, all couples
with ceremonies booked
with us for 2020 have now either been able to go
ahead within the COVID-19 rules, or have been moved
to new dates in 2021. Our final wedding of the year
went ahead on the
last weekend in
October, and we
are very thankful
to be able to hold
the ceremony
before the updated
lockdown rules
Court 1 wedding
were announced!

For more information, or to download our
venue information pack, visit
www.huntingdontownweddings.co.uk

Up to date information on COVID-19 rules for
weddings can be found at www.gov.uk/coronavirus
and www.cambridgeshireceremonies.co.uk

Chamber wedding

News from the Commemoration Hall
Like so many this year we have
halted our ‘business as usual’ at the
Commemoration Hall but we are still
moving ahead with as much repair and
paint work as we can. Peter Haynes and
his team at the Town Council are set to
finish off the paint work on the front of
our building in the coming weeks which
means that we can put up our brand
new signage and poster cases! Inside
work has started on updating our bar/
café area and our dressing rooms, I
hope to be able to share some photos
with you in the New Year…
Our mission as ever as Trustees of the
Charity remains the same ‘To provide
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a welcoming space to enrich and
support the local community
bringing people together through
arts, events and entertainment’
and we cannot wait until we are
able to throw our doors open
once again to the local community
and welcome you all back inside
with a huge mix enticing events.
We have a new email for bookings
and enquiries: admin@commhall.
org sadly we aren’t open for
bookings just yet, however do
drop us any enquiries you may for
future dates.

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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HUNTINGDON METHODIST CHURCH.
HERE4HUNTINGDON PROJECT PHASE 3
UPDATE ON THE £500,000 EXTENSION TO
OUR HIGH STREET CHURCH
Many local residents and visitors to the town will have
seen that the Methodist Church has been undergoing
a major redevelopment in recent months. This is Phase
3 of the major building project to repair, improve
and expand our premises so that we can continue to
provide an important support hub and flexible town
centre facilities to meet the growing needs of our local
community.
Phases 1 and 2 repaired and improved some of our
existing premises and our ambitious Phase 3 will provide
a large extension which includes a new entrance, lobby,
multi- purpose
open space,
enlarged
kitchen,
toilets, and
meeting room.
Phase 3
which will be
completed
by the end of
November, will cost around £500,000 and the church
members and friends have raised over £150,000
towards the whole project cost, with generous grants
being made by various Trusts and charities including
the Freemen of Huntingdon. In addition, the FCC
Communities Foundation has provided £87,000 to
meet the costs of the new heating system, electrical
installations, and internal decorations.
Rev. James Bamber, who is minister at Huntingdon
Methodist Church (HMC), said that the Church`s vision
for the future began to take shape 8 years ago. The
opportunities which the new Phase 3 extension and
facilities will provide for the church, local groups, and
our neighbours in the community, will be very exciting
for everyone.
Rev. Bamber added that HMC is extremely grateful to
all of the Trusts and charities who were impressed by
our plans and who have provided some very generous
grants to enable the vision to become a reality. The
significant funding provided by FCC Communities
Foundation was particularly important because it

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

enabled the church
to reach its target
of £500,000 and
commence work on
the project.
Unfortunately the
restrictions imposed
by Coronavirus
means that local
residents and
community groups
will not be able
to fully enjoy
the exciting new
facilities until 2021,
but Rev Bamber has
assured everyone
that the church will
be fully open just as soon as the regulations allow.
The photographs show what the building area looked
like before work started and how the interior of the new
extension is now starting to take shape.

More photographs and information about the Methodist
Church can be found on our media sites.
• Facebook. Huntingdon Methodist Church
• Webpage. www.huntingdonmethodist.org.uk
• Twitter ……@huntsmeths
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Huntingdon Town Council Update
Since the last issue of Huntingdon Magazine, Huntingdon
Town Council have been working hard to follow government
guidelines to ensure the safety of the public and still provide
as many Council services as we can. Our Officers have been

working remotely where possible and holding frequent video
conferencing meetings. We have successfully held several
standing committee and sub-committee meetings virtually.

Meetings

Items discussed:

Leisure & Community
Service Committee

•
•
•
•

Finance
Committee

• Monthly expenditure reports
• Over £1000 invoices
• Start of the 2021/22 budgeting process

Planning Committee
Town Council

Play equipment to be updated in Huntingdon play areas
Supporting Older People Project at the Coneygear Centre
Update on CCTV installation for Bloomfield Park and Coneygear Park
Winter bedding work by the Estates Team

• Washingley Farm, Huntingdon planning application
• Cambridge Regional College Huntingdon Campus planning application
•
•
•
•

Co-option of Cllr Audrey McAdam
Presentation of the Mayor’s Community Shield 2019/20
Update on progress at the Crematorium
Remembrance Sunday

If you would like to find out more, the minutes of these meetings are uploaded to our website, with the exception of private
and confidential matters: https://www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/council-meetings.html
Other areas that the Officers have been working on include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Remembrance 2020 service within COVID-19 restrictions.
Supporting Older People Project food deliveries at the Coneygear Centre
Training of the new Amenities Officer
Production of Huntingdon Magazine issue 21
Overseeing the crematorium and cemetery build, which is progressing at pace
Planning and installation of the Christmas decorations and lights in Huntingdon Town Centre
Planting of winter bedding around the town, and planning floral displays for 2021.

World Prematurity Day

Tuesday 17th November 2020 is World
Prematurity Day.

Hinchingbrooke Hospital for bringing this to the Council.
You can find out more about World Prematurity Day at:
www.bliss.org.uk/support-bliss/world-prematurityday/what-is-world-prematurity-day

World Prematurity Day aims to raise awareness of
premature birth and the impact it can have on families.
1 in 10 babies born worldwide is born prematurely and
will require specialist care.
This year, to raise awareness for this day, Huntingdon
Town Council lit up Huntingdon Town Hall and the
Bloomfield Park Bandstand in purple.
Thank you to the Special Care Baby Unit at
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Who’s Who at the Council
It can sometimes be difficult to decipher which authority
to contact for various queries related to Huntingdon. The
Town, District and County Council all have different areas
of responsibility, which are highlighted below. We hope

Central Ward Councillors:
Brian Luckham - INDEPENDENT
Karl Webb - INDEPENDENT
East Ward Councillors:
Juliet Cole - LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
Padrica Kennington - LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
Trish Shrapnel - LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
Mike Baker - LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
West Ward Councillor:
Chris Doyle - INDEPENDENT
North Ward Councillors:
Ann Beevor - LABOUR
Anita Diaz - LABOUR
Patrick Kadewere - LABOUR
Samuel Sweek - LABOUR
South Ward Councillor:
Cllr Audrey McAdam - INDEPENDENT
South West Ward Councillor:
Peter Brown - INDEPENDENT
Hinchingbrooke Park Ward Councillor:
Veronica Hufford - LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
Stukeley Meadows Ward Councillors:
Ann Blackwell - INDEPENDENT
Sarah Gifford - INDEPENDENT
Steve McAdam - INDEPENDENT
Phil Pearce - INDEPENDENT
Tom Sanderson - INDEPENDENT

this guide proves helpful if you have any specific questions.
Should you wish to contact one of your Huntingdon Town
Councillors, their details are provided below. All Councillors
can be contacted by calling the office on 01480 411883.

Huntingdon Town Council is responsible for:
• Allotments
• Cemeteries and Closed Churchyards
• Parks and Open Spaces*
• Children’s Play Areas*
• Sports Facilities and Recreational Grounds
• War Memorials
• The Town Hall
• The Coneygear Centre
• The KGV St Peters Road Depot
• Town Twinning
• Community Grant Awards
• Statutory Consultee for Planning Matters
• Civic and Community Events
• Community Magazine – Huntingdon
• The Cromwell Museum Building
*HTC is also responsible for maintaining the following Parks
& Open Spaces: Victoria Square, KGV Sapley Road, Hartford

Garden of Rest, Hartford Church Gardens, St Mary’s Church
Gardens, All Saint’s Church Gardens, St John Closed Grounds, Bus
Station Grounds, Sebastopol Cannon Site, Castle Hills, Jubilee Park,
Frenchs Fields, KGV St Peters, Bloomfield Park, Coneygear Park,
Sallowbush II, & Town Sign Green.

For more information about our Councillors please visit our website.

Telephone 01480 411883 or visit www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
*Huntingdonshire District Council are responsible for some
children’s play areas, contact 01480 388388 for more
information.

Huntingdon District Council is responsible for:

•
•
•
•
•

Rubbish Collection
Street Cleaning
Planning and Planning Enforcement
Housing
Housing Improvement Grants

•
•
•
•
•

Environmental Health
Licensing
Elections
Parks and Open Spaces*
One Leisure Centre

•
•
•
•
•

Car Parks
Markets
CCTV
Tax Collection
Standards Board

•
•
•
•

Countryside Services
Building Control
Voluntary Sector
Public Conveniences

*HDC is also responsible for maintaining the following Parks & Open Spaces: Sapley Park, Spring Common, Stukeley
Meadows Local Nature Reserve, Hinchingbrooke Country Park, Riverside Park, Riverside Meadows, Hartford Wood &
Sparrowhawk Way tree belt
Telephone 01480 388388 or visit www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk

Cambridgeshire County Council is responsible for:

• Education
• Roads and Traffic

• Footpaths
• Libraries

• Social Services
• Park and Ride

• Bus Passes
• Recycling

• Street Lighting
• Trading Standards

Telephone 0345 0455200 or visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk
For a more detailed breakdown of the services provided by the three tiers of local government,
please visit www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/atoz

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Christmas Message from the Mayor
As I write this Christmas message,
England is in lockdown for
the second time. Throughout
the country, 2020 has been
so unpredictable since the
coronavirus outbreak, families and
friends have been prevented from
spending the time together that
would normally happen over the
course of the year. Christmas is
often the time when we make that
extra special effort to be nearer to
each other, and as the saying goes,
wishing for peace on earth and
goodwill to all.
This Christmas, I would like
you all to think even further,
to those who have no family or
friends close by, they may have
been in isolation with little or no
contact with the outside world.
Please spare a thought for your
neighbours, the homeless, your
work colleagues, those that have

lost loved ones, and those who
may be struggling to cope with all
that has happened, and continues
to happen, since this terrible virus
came into our lives.
I have seen so much compassion
within our community since
the first lockdown, people have
volunteered to collect shopping
and prescriptions, raised funds
and created support groups to
look after the lonely, learnt how
to use technology to join in on
community meetings, I see people
chatting to each other as we
stand in line to do our shopping,
standing on our doorsteps to clap
and cheer our wonderful NHS,
support staff and key workers. This
is the true spirit of community and
I am so proud of everyone working
together in support of each other.

our community has grown
stronger and closer than ever
before. So, as 2020 draws to an
end, I would like to wish you all
a Merry Christmas and a much
happier New Year.

As mayor, I congratulate you all;
we will have better times ahead,

Cllr Karl Webb
The Mayor of Huntingdon

Christmas Message from the Mayor’s Chaplain
I’m writing this on the day we enter lockdown. We
are facing a time of great uncertainty. None of us
know if we will be able to have traditional Christmas
celebrations. If we can meet together what restrictions
will there be on the way we celebrate? I have no idea
what Christmas services we will be allowed to have.
Uncertainty is rife.
Two thousand years ago a man and a pregnant girl
travelled to Bethlehem. Great uncertainty was rife
then too. Where would the couple stay? Where would
the child be born? Hours after Jesus’ birth shepherds
arrived to worship the baby and later wise men came
too. What did their visits mean? When Jesus was young
he and his parents had to flee as refugees. What would
life be like in a new country? How long would it be
until it was safe to return? There was great uncertainty
surrounding Jesus’ early years; Jesus was born into
uncertainty.
Jesus was born into uncertainty, but he came to earth
to live, to die and to rise again so that humanity could

be certain of the one thing
which matters most. If we
believe that Jesus, the child
born into uncertainty, is the
Saviour of the world then we
can be certain that we will live
for eternity in the Kingdom of
God.
“Normally”, I would tell you about our Christmas
services, but plans are uncertain! Please check out our
website at huntingdonparish.org, look at our Facebook
page – Parish of Huntingdon or call me on 01480
413095 for up to date details.
Amid all this year’s uncertainty may you know for
certain that you are loved by God. Know too that there
is a place for you in God’s Kingdom through his Son
Jesus Christ, born into uncertainty to bring certainty.
Jon Randall
Mayor’s Chaplain and Vicar of the Parish of Huntingdon

