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The smartphone app
which makes stolen tools
Too Hot To Handle

NEED A RECOMMENDATION?
FREE AND EASY SERVICE
®

safelocaltrades.com

DID you know that tool theft costs tradespeople £100
million a year? Not only this – but it ruins livelihood
and causes financial heartache for many self-employed
people.
However, while this kind of crime is on the increase,
technology is fast catching up with the thieves; and there
is a now a new smartphone app available which makes
stolen tools too hot to handle.
A company in South Oxfordshire
is making it tough for thieves
to swipe and sell on valuable
tools, and Cambridgeshire
Constabulary is among a
number of police forces in the
UK to support the scheme which empowers tradesmen to
securely register their tools and
also identify stolen ones.
The easy to use app allows
tradespeople to record pictures
and details of their tools and
receipts on a secure cloud server
which holds the “ISO27001” certificate.
This list of tools can be downloaded as a PDF and sent to
the police and insurance companies. Users can quickly
report tools as stolen or lost from the app, which then
sends an instant alert to all other local registered users,
warning them a theft has just happened.
After tools are reported stolen, they appear on “Dodgy
Gear”, a search engine for stolen goods which can be
freely accessed by any member of the public or police.
Before purchasing an item (online or at a market) you
can very simply check on dodgy gear to make sure the
item you are about to buy is not listed as stolen. You
can search for the tool by serial number, model number,
brand, tool type and description.
To register online, down-load the app or to find out
more visit www.thetoolregister.com

Recommended & Appro ed

The ONLY Police Checked recommended
register of local approved traders

Serving the community since 2008
in association with …

Neighbourhood and
Home Watch

CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND PETERBOROUGH
AGAINST SCAMS PARTNERSHIP

Looking out for the community

C A PA S P

Here are some of our trusted members …
Fascias, Soffits,
Guttering & Cladding

aning
Driveway and Patio Cle

www.blackjackdrivewaycleaning.co.uk
Call Adrian on
t 01480 411915

www.installfascias.net
Call Clayton on

0800 612 8850

t

UVPC Window & Door

Driveways & Patios

www.cambridgeshiredriveways.com
Call Ian on
t 01733 810063

New Glazing Installer

Repairs

www.windowrepairpeterborough.co.uk
Call Chris on
t 0800 1577 958

Painter, Decorator & DIY

www.apple-windows.co.uk
Call Rob on
t 07801 454535

mattc2901@gmail.com
Call Matthew on

t

airs

New Garage Doors & Rep

07702 407908

Plumbing & Heating

(Gas & Oil)

RIDGEWAY
GARAGE DOORS
www.ridgewaygaragedoors.co.uk
Call Tracey on

t

01733 772934

www.fphservices.co.uk
Call Dan on

t

aping
Tree Surgery & Landsc

07983 074581

Tried & Tested

www.peterboroughtreesurgeon.co.uk
Call Jim on
t 07771 526253

Thousands of Reviews

To see our list of vetted and approved members
and read their reviews just go to ...
www.safelocaltrades.com

or

0800 014 1832

The safest way to source local traders and service providers
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From the Town
Clerk’s Desk…
Welcome to the Autumn Edition of Huntingdon. Normally in this
edition, we would be reflecting on the summer events and looking
forward to our Autumn/ Winter schedule of events and activities.
We are of course not in Normal times and the pandemic continues to
affect all our lives.
During the pandemic, new vocabulary has come into use, such a Zoom
– to many of us as a child Zoom was an ice lolly made up of frozen
coloured sections. In addition, everything now appears as Virtual. With
meetings, events etc. all being virtual. But we manage and cope and
life goes-on.
On a more positive front, our Estates Services Team have once
again produced stunning floral displays across the town, which we
would normally have been entered into Anglia in Bloom. Whilst
that campaign was put on hold, we did enter the virtual campaign
by sending in photographs of our floral entries and we await with
anticipation the outcome of our efforts. The Estates Services Team
also look after all of the Town Council’s play areas and now follow a
strict regime, in line with Government guidelines to keep them as safe
as possible for use, however, the emphasis still remains with parents
to ensure that their children adhere to the guidelines as well.
The Town Council year starts in May with the election of the Town
Mayor. This had to be postponed and has been re-scheduled for
Tuesday 6th October when the new Town Mayor will be elected, and
the new Deputy Town Mayor appointed. This event will be held in the
Coneygear Centre, to allow for social distancing.
As you will read in this edition, sadly a number of planned events have
had to be cancelled this year, including the Christmas Lights Switch
On and the Christmas Market – there will still be Christmas Lights and
Trees but no mass gathering for the switch on.
Enjoy the end of the summer and the autumn sun – Keep Well and
Stay Safe!

- Closer for our People
		
- Local for our People
		
- Value for our People
Philip Peacock
Town Clerk

The management and production of this magazine is overseen by Huntingdon
Town Council’s Media Sub Committee. The Committee is made up of the following
members:
Councillor T Shrapnel - Chairman,
Committee: Cllr J Cole, Cllr C Doyle, Cllr P Kadewere, Cllr P Kennington,
Cllr P Pearce, Cllr S Sweek, Georgia Barker and Hayley Burns.
Design and Print by: The Artworks 01487 842687
Huntingdon Town Council, Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ
Tel: 01480 411883 www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
Cover photograph: Cllr Karl Webb

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Goodbye Kate!
In July, Huntingdon Town Council said goodbye
to our Amenities Officer, Kate Yerbury, who has
moved on to a new job at another council! Kate
has been a huge asset to the Town Council since
she joined in Autumn 2013. From managing the
Huntingdon allotment sites, working at council
events and helping families arrange the burials
of their loved ones, Kate has helped out so many
people during her time here.
Kate played a huge part in the planning and
development of the upcoming Crematorium
project, and has also spent the summer helping
to cook food for the Coneygear Seniors project
during the lockdown!
We’d like to say a massive thank you to Kate for
all she’s done, and we wish her all the best in her
new job!
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Pensioners’
Christmas
Lunch 2020
I’m sure this news will come as no surprise,
but we can now officially confirm that this
year’s Pensioners’ Christmas Lunch, planned
for Friday 4th December, has been cancelled
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. We know this
is disappointing for everyone, but the safety of
both our guests and staff must come first.
The Pensioners’ Lunch events will be back in
2021, and we look forward to seeing you all
again then! In the meantime, please keep safe,
and if you need additional support, reach out
to us at 01480 411883 or call Huntingdonshire
District Council on 01480 388388.

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Huntingdon Town Council Update
Since the last issue of Huntingdon Magazine, Huntingdon
Town Council have been working hard to follow government
guidelines to ensure the safety of the public and still provide
as many Council services as we can. Our Officers have been

working remotely where possible and holding frequent video
conferencing meetings. We have successfully held several
standing committee meetings, including a virtual Town
Council.

Meetings

Items discussed:

Leisure & Community
Service Committee

•
•
•
•

Finance
Committee

•
•
•
•

A new combined Cricket Pavilion and Care Centre
Monthly expenditure reports
CCTV provision at Bloomfield Park and Coneygear Park
The commissioning of an architect to provide drawings for the Cricket
Pavilion and Care Centre
• Approval of over £1000 invoices

Town Council

• The internal audit report and end of year accounts for 2019/20
• Approved an additional loan from the Public Works Board for £7.34m to
complete the Crematorium and Cemetery Project

Cycle ways in Huntingdon
Improvements to Priory Road Cemetery Wall
Local Highway Improvements for 2020/21
Antisocial behaviour at Bloomfield Park and Coneygear Park (see page 7 for more
information)

If you would like to find out more, the minutes of these
meetings are uploaded to our website, with the exception of
private and confidential matters:
https://www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/council-meetings.html
Other areas that the Officers have been working on include:
• Planning a smaller service for Remembrance Sunday 2020
• Reopening the play areas in Huntingdon, with regular
cleaning of the facilities and signage posted at all sites
• Phased reopening of the office spaces for Officers in
September 2020
Photographs: Cllr Karl Webb

• Recruitment for two positions, the Amenities Officer and
maternity cover for the Democratic Officer
• Production of Huntingdon Magazine issue 20
• Overseeing the crematorium and cemetery build, which is
progressing at pace
• Providing meals for the vulnerable in the community from
the Coneygear Centre and a ‘Summer Brunch Club’ for
families (for more see page 6)
• Planning a small commemoration service for VJ Day
• Refurbishment of Priory Road Cemetery Wall
• Creation of 3D floral displays in Huntingdon, including
400 years of Mayflower, Tribute to Florence Nightingale,
anniversary of Hunts FA and more

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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News from the Coneygear Centre
We hope that you have all been staying safe and well
during this difficult time. Although the Coneygear Centre
has been closed to the public, we have been doing lots
of work with various groups.
We were fortunate to have received funding from the
Cambridgeshire Community Foundation which enabled
us to deliver up to 50 hot meals a week to vulnerable,
older people in the community. In addition to that, we
have been working alongside partner agencies over the
summer months, to support lots of people at the park
itself – having our beautiful park has been a blessing for
so many people during this pandemic.

***

SAve the Date***

We are now at the stage where we will be having a
soft opening from 7 September 2020 – this will initially
be for some daytime groups only. Evening groups will
hopefully start back after from 2 November 2020. As
the advice from the Government is changing so rapidly,
we are trying to do our best to make sure our users and
ourselves stay safe. As a result of this, face masks are

now mandatory when you are at the centre. In addition,
we have temperature control stations at the entrance to
the centre and hand sanitisers in multiple locations. We
ask that anyone using the centre adheres to all the new
measures we have put in place – this is for your safety
and for ours. We are looking forward to welcoming back
lots of our groups!
Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Coneygear Centre Manager

FoodBank al fresco!
Since mid-March we have operated FoodBank al
fresco to keep the FoodBank open to people during
Lockdown. The building we work in was closed to the
public and we had two ‘slots’ to provide our service
and so we moved activity to the car park and the
porch!

Most of our volunteers were locked down at home
or shielding, so we created small teams of temporary
volunteers to cover parcel making, stock movement,
distributing food to people and a small number of
volunteer drivers did deliveries for people who could
not leave their homes. With lots of handwashing,
sanitising, full social distancing and face coverings
where needed, the FoodBank kept going and we have
helped nearly 1600 people since mid-March.
The help and support given by local people and
local businesses has been amazing. In those mad,
early weeks, when panic buying was creating empty
shelves, donations of food held up really well and
people gave what they could to help others. As time
has gone by, these donations and food donations
from supermarkets and local companies have kept
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our stock levels high enough to meet demand. The
Management Team want to thank everyone who
has helped the FoodBank in any way for their great
generosity and willingness to help people in our local
community.
The FoodBank will continue working in much the same
way through the autumn but we are looking closely
at what the advice and regulations say and we will
adapt where we can, especially to take account of the
weather!
As Lockdown eases we know there will be difficult
times ahead. If you find that you need help then look
at the FoodBank website
https://godmanchester.foodbank.org.uk/ (or just
type Godmanchester Foodbank into your browser) for
details of how to get
help and for other
information about
the FoodBank.
Peter Levitt
FoodBank
Administrator

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Hinchingbrooke Country Park
Hinchingbrooke Country Park, Huntingdonshire’s
only Country Park, is almost 180 acres of wild
habitat with open access for the public to enjoy.

We have a range of beautiful natural environments, such as
woodland, lakes and meadows, all of which can be enjoyed,
even on a short walk.
The Park was a lifeline to
many staying open throughout
lockdown as one of the best
places to unwind and take
care of your mental health in a
socially distanced way. Our café
was one of the first to re-open
with a new socially distanced
takeaway lay out, and all food is
now pre-packaged for your peace of mind. The children’s play
equipment also re-opened as soon as permitted.
We have also managed to keep our off-road mobile scooters
available during these times, which has been particularly
helpful to some of the most vulnerable people in our
community. These scooters are now very old and our Friends
of group are running a fundraising campaign to replace them.
If you’re able to help out with this worthwhile cause please

go to
www.givey.com hinchingbrookemobilityscooters
Hopefully you’ll be able to visit Hinchingbrooke soon; we’ve
been super busy with our newfound popularity so please do
try to keep the Park special for everyone. Particularly, if you
can take your litter home with you as this would make a great
difference!
Senior Ranger – Hinchingbrooke Country Park
Matthew McGettigan

Anti-Social Behaviour at Coneygear and Bloomfield Park
Over the last few months, Huntingdon Town Council have
been experiencing difficulties with anti-social behaviour
at both Coneygear and Bloomfield Park in Huntingdon.
We are proud of our Town and wish to keep the green
spaces to a very high standard, so they can be enjoyed by
everyone.

https://www.police.uk/pu/contact-the-police/report-acrime-incident/
We appreciate your patience and support whilst we
tackle this issue.

Huntingdon Town Council have been proactive in
addressing resident’s concerns. A meeting was held
with Huntingdonshire District Council and the Police to
discuss establishing a Public Open Spaces Order (POSO).
Members of the Council recently discussed the matter in
detail, including the provision of CCTV, at a Leisure and
Community Services Committee on the 25th June 2020.
It was resolved at a Finance Committee on 2nd July, that
two additional CCTV cameras would be purchased, one
for each site. Then the CCTV provision will be reviewed in
the next financial year.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Photograph: David King

We would like to remind residents to stay vigilant and to
report any instances of anti-social behaviour to the Police.
These reports from the public build up evidence for the
Police to protect our open spaces and ensure the safety
of everyone. You can report this to the Police by calling
101 or visiting the ‘Report a Crime’ website:
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News from the Head Groundsman
Photographs: Cllr Karl Webb

Hi All
As I sit here in late July writing this article, the flower displays
are looking their best. It has been a funny year with the
COVID-19 outbreak, and I would like to take this opportunity
to say a big thank you to my team. They all have worked very
hard this summer to make Huntingdon look lovely. We are
all small cogs in a great team,
whether it is the people who
do the grass cutting or the litter
picking and emptying the bins,
we get the job done to the same
high standard.
Since the pandemic, it has made
me appreciate the smaller
things. When I walk through Huntingdon, it makes me realise
that I take Huntingdon for granted but if you start looking
at what we have, it is a great place to live and work with
all lots of parks and open spaces. We are always looking
at how to improve our own sites for residents, so you can
enjoy beautiful spaces. We would like to say well done to
Huntingdonshire District Council for their wildflower strips all
over Huntingdon, from Oxmoor Lane to Riverside Park.
Unfortunately, we were late sowing our wildflower strips
at the Sebastopol Cannon site, St Johns street and the new
ones at the Coneygear Centre. They will be flowering later in
the year, so it should give some colour to the town. We are
looking at planting some wildflowers next year at Coneygear
Park, but we are mindful of the space.

We have already started looking at next year's 3D displays, it's
very difficult to decide on a planting scheme, as the weather
is different from one year to another. We are always learning
about new plants. It will be easier to grow our bedding when
we move into the new glasshouse and depot next year. We
will have more room grow a wider variety and higher quality
plants. Over the last few years, it’s been very difficult to
juggle the plants around from different areas of the nursery,
to monitor the growth of the plants, so all they are ready at
the same time.
Keep safe, look after yourselves and enjoy your gardens.
Peter Haynes
Head Groundsman

Huntingdon Town Council Grants
Are you part of an
organisation or group that
requires financial assistance
to fund a project or event?
If so, you may be eligible for the
Huntingdon Town Council’s Grant
Scheme, which enables voluntary
groups and organisations to
successfully fund and carry out
their projects and events. The main
objectives of the Grant Scheme are
as follows:
• Local people can participate in
voluntary groups and activities
• To help voluntary groups and
organisations to improve their
effectiveness
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• To support organisations so that
they can tailor their projects
and events to people who may
be experiencing social and/or
financial difficulties
If you are think you are eligible
for the Grant Scheme, you must
comply with the Town Council’s
conditions and principles of
grant aid, copies of which will be
provided alongside your application
form.
Huntingdon Town
Council Grant
Scheme applicants
can apply for up to
a maximum of £500.

The next round of grants will be in
October 2020, please submit your
application with as much detail
regarding your project and budget
as possible. The deadline for the
grant applications is Friday 9th
October 2020.
To receive an application form
and associated documents, please
contact the office by calling 01480
410386 or emailing Town.Council@
huntingdontown.gov.uk.

To receive an application form and associated
documents, please contact the office by calling
01480 410386 or emailing
Town.Council@huntingdontown.gov.uk.

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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With many
weeks of
difficult
times and
uncertainty,
residents of
Hartford have
had something
to smile about.
At the start of
Lockdown, local resident Clifford
Ball of Sapley Road set about with a
"determination to cheer the nation
up". Armed with a homemade
"HELLO" sign, sun hat and an
enthusiastic wave, Clifford has
stood on Sapley Road on most days,
cheerfully waving to drivers and
pedestrians alike. Cars have tooted
in response, people have waved.
For many of us, it has provided a
little beam of hope. Thank you,
Clifford for making us all smile!

By Cllr Juliet Cole

Following the ringing of Church Bells by
the Bell Ringers of All Saints Church, The
Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire.
Colonel Mark Knight MBE DL, with the
Mayor of Huntingdon, Councillor Steve
McAdam, took their places in front of the
“Thinking Soldier” War Memorial.
The Rev Jon Randall, Vicar of Huntingdon
and Chaplain to the Mayor of Huntingdon,
lead the service with prayers. Following
an exultation, the playing of the last post,
eleven tolls of the church bells at 11:00am,
a two minutes silence, the playing of
Reveille and the reading of the Kohima
Prayer, the Deputy Lord Lieutenant
placed his wreath at the base of the War
Memorial, followed by the Mayor of
Huntingdon. Further wreaths were placed
by the Chair of Huntingdon District Council,
Councillor John Davies, Warrant Officer
Simon Hopkins on behalf of RAF Wyton,
and Councillor Mac McGuire, Chair of
Cambridgeshire County Council.

The event was attended by flag bearers
from the Huntingdon Branch of the Royal
British Legion and The Huntingdon Branch
of the Royal Air Force Association, along
with Councillors, civic dignitaries from local
towns and other invited guests. Because
of COVID-19 restrictions, the event was
informal and socially spaced.
The Mayor of Huntingdon stated “It was
a great honour to place the wreath on
behalf of the people of Huntingdon. We
must never forget the great sacrifice
paid by those who fought, suffered and
died against the brutal barbarity of a
determined enemy in the Far East.”
By Cllr Steve McAdam,
Town Mayor of Huntingdon

Huntingdon Magazine Feedback
We would like to hear from you with feedback on
Huntingdon Magazine, we are always looking to improve
our publication and make sure that residents are
receiving helpful information. If you could answer the
following questions and send your feedback via email
to Town.Council@huntingdontown.gov.uk or by post
to Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntington, PE29 3PJ. Please
circle your answers.

Which format would you prefer to
receive Huntingdon Magazine?
Magazine publication		

Digital edition

Why?
.................................................................................
.................................................................................
.................................................................................
.................................................................................
.................................................................................
.................................................................................

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Which content do you
enjoy reading the most?
Council News 		
Historical Features

Community Features
Adverts

What would you like to see included
in Huntingdon magazine in the
future?
..............................................................................
..............................................................................
..............................................................................
..............................................................................
..............................................................................
..............................................................................
..............................................................................
..............................................................................
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Photographs: Cllr Karl Webb

Victory Over Japan Day 75th Anniversary
Thank you,
Saturday 15th August the Huntingdon
Hartford Smiley On
Town Council Commemorated Victory over
Japan Day (VJ Day), the event which finally
Man!
brought to a close the Second World War.

September 2020

Civic Events

Huntingdon Town Council are proud
to organise several civic events each
year, these include: Freedom of
the Town Parades, Remembrance
Sunday Parade and Service,
Armistice Day, Huntingdon Christmas
Lights Switch-on and Market, Civic Carol Service and
more.
With the current uncertainty with the COVID-19
pandemic, we have taken the difficult decision to cancel
Huntingdon Christmas Lights Switch-on and Market. This
is our most popular event and gathers very large crowds
to the Market Square, it was felt that public safety was
paramount in these difficult times. However, there will

be a ‘soft’ lights switch on, so the town of Huntingdon
will be illuminated with lots of twinkly lights, without
any of the ceremony or the count down that would
usually mark the start of the festive season.
Many of our other autumn civic events will be
announced closer to the date, to ensure that any
updated government guidelines are closely followed.
At this time, our Remembrance Sunday Service will be
a much smaller affair, with no formal parade or band.
It is highly likely that our Civic Carol Service will also be
cancelled, as under the current guidance, no singing is
permitted in churches.
To keep up to date with our events, please visit our
website: www.huntingdontown.gov.uk for the latest
updates.

News from the Commemoration Hall
Lockdown may have halted our shows and regular
events, but it hasn’t slowed our progress in giving our
beautiful, historic building at the heart of Huntingdon a
much need spruce up!
Peter and his team at Huntingdon Town Council
deserve a massive THANK YOU for their continued hard
work in the repainting of the fascia of the hall, the
hard working team even suffered through the hottest
days of summer to ensure that work was completed.
Finishing touches coming very soon!
We also need to say a HUGE
THANK YOU to Superior
Finish Contracts who have
supplied us with some brand
new, industrial flooring for our kitchen/bar area. The
work was supported by Superior Finish Limited who
supplied the latex, glue and many hours of labour it
took to remove and replace the old flooring. Both of
the Superior companies are local business and we
are incredibly
humbled that
even during
a pandemic
that the
community can
pull together.
Superior are
also supporting
us on the
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additional flooring works
for other areas of the
building! Additionally, a
team of our volunteers
have sanded, scrubbed,
varnished and polished
our unique wooden floors
that form part of the
sprung dance floor in the
main hall and foyer.
The Hall is looking great and we can’t wait to be able
to open our doors to the local community again for
our usual Comedy, Wrestling, Music, Drama, Bingo
and Fitness events. Follow us on Facebook for up to
date information and news of re-opening!
By Paul Sweeney

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Message from The Mayor
Unless the situation changes, this will be my final
message to you before I step down and we install the
new mayor on Tuesday 6th October. Because of the
Pandemic, my term of office has been extended, and
my successor will serve, like myself, for 18 months.

additional funds enabling
us to further improve
the town’s facilities while
keeping the annual precept
low.

Looking back, I am proud to have chaired a very
proactive and hard working Council. We now have an
Environmental Sub Committee to oversee and plan
our responsibility to protect the environment and
I was privileged to open the new environmentally
friendly Coneygear Centre on Thursday 6th February
this year, which replaced the Medway Centre. The
new hall has much more space and facilities to provide
a better and more varied service to the people. With
its new outreach library and internet suite, it will play
a valuable part in enhancing the education of our
children. Looking ahead we are on track to see the
opening of our new crematorium and cemetery early
in the new year. With its electric cremator (the only
one in the country) and low carbon technology, it will
be a great plus for Huntingdon as well as bringing

I have enjoyed my time
as your mayor, and
along with the mayoress,
my wife Audrey, it has been a real privilege in
representing our town at many civic events in both
Huntingdonshire and neighbouring counties, and as I
leave office there is a greater will and determination
for ourselves and our neighbouring towns to work
together for our common good.
Finally, we live in precarious times and the future is
very much in all of our hands. Never has the future
depended so much on the behaviour of us all, and
it is essential that we all act responsibly towards
ourselves and each other. Above all, care for one
another, love one another, and be kind.

Annual Town Council (Mayor Making)
Huntingdon Town Council business was suspended
from Tuesday 17th March 2020, due to advice from
the government regarding COVID-19. This meant that
our Annual Town Council meeting which was originally
scheduled on 7th May 2020 was postponed. Now that
we are slowly resuming normal Council activities, we are
happy to announce that our Annual Council Meeting,
to elect the new Mayor of Huntingdon for local
government year 2020/21, has been
rescheduled to Tuesday 6th October
2020. The next Mayoral term will run
from October 2020 to May 2022.

an expression of thanks to the retiring Mayor and
closing remarks from the newly elected candidate.
Should anyone wish to attend the Council’s Annual
Meeting, please contact
Town.Council@huntingdontown.gov.uk to book
your space, following social distancing guidelines
space will be limited. The meeting will take place
at 6.45pm at the Coneygear Centre.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Photograph: Hunts Post

Huntingdon’s current Town Mayor,
Councillor Stephen McAdam will
open the meeting, proposing the new
Council figurehead. If uncontested,
the newly elected Mayor will
complete a ceremonial Declaration
of Acceptance. The appointment of
the Deputy Mayor follows, ahead of
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News from Huntingdon Library
Following government guidance, Cambridgeshire
County Council started to re-open libraries on
Monday 6th July 2020. Huntingdon Library is
currently open offering a reduced service on the
following days:
Monday - 10:00am to 2:00pm
Wednesday - 10:00am to 2:00pm
Saturday - 10:00am to 2:00pm
A number of changes are in place to protect all staff
and customers. At this time, we are unable to offer
browsing, but you are able to return books you have
and collect books you have reserved. There will
also be a limited service providing access to PCs by
appointment.
Cambridgeshire Libraries have also introduced a new
service called ‘Select and Collect’ where customers
can choose how many books they would like and
within what genres and the library staff will choose
a selection for the customer. The customer will then

be contacted to confirm the
books are ready to collect.
You are still able to reserve
specific titles in the normal
way; online or by calling the
number below.

To find out more
information, order a book
or make an appointment,
please visit us at: www.
cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
library or call us directly on 0345 045 5225.
We are continually revising the service we provide and
acting on government guidelines. To keep up to date
with any changes, please visit our website.
Don’t forget; there are a range of services that you
can also access from home. There are thousands
of E-Books, E-Audio books, E-Magazines and
E-Newspapers for you to enjoy all for free!

The Mayor of Huntingdon’s Community Shield
Do you know a person who you
feel is a shining example to the
community here in Huntingdon,
or who gives their time voluntarily
to help improve the circumstances
or quality of life of the residents of
Huntingdon? Would you like to see
their efforts recognised publicly by
a special award?

Mayor Making at the Coneygear Centre
on the 6th October 2020.

If so, complete the application form
below and return it to Huntingdon
Town Council, Town Hall, Market Hill,
Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ or e-mail town.
council@huntingdontown.gov.uk by
Friday 18th September 2020.
The shield will be awarded to one
individual for their services to the
community in Huntingdon based on
the number of nominations received
and will be presented by the Mayor at

Your Name: ................................................

This person should receive the Mayor of
Huntingdon’s Community Shield because
- Please tell us briefly your reasons for this
nomination:

Your Address: ............................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

Your Contact Number:

...................................................................

...................................................................

...................................................................

I would like to nominate:

...................................................................

Name:........................................................

...................................................................
Please return to Huntingdon Town Council
at the address given above.

Address:.....................................................
...................................................................

When you complete this form, the information you provide (personal information such as name, address, email address, phone
number, organisation) will be processed and stored to enable us to contact you and respond to your correspondence, provide
information and/or access our facilities and services in accordance with GDPR. Your personal information will be not shared or
provided to any other third party. For more information please see our privacy policy on our website. Thank you.
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Hunts Shopmobility
Registered charity number 1124824
Hunts Shopmobility is a small, self-funding local charity
based in Princes Street Car Park,
Malthouse Close, Huntingdon
PE29 3AN. It was formed in 2006
when Huntingdon High Street
was pedestrianised.
Over the years we have had many
people enjoy the convenience
of us being here so they are able to access
the amenities of Huntingdon and sometimes
beyond. If you have short or long term mobility
problems and find it difficult to get about
when you visit Huntingdon, or you may need a mobility
scooter or wheelchair for any other reason, then we are
here to help. You don’t have to be registered disabled to
use us.

Not every
disability is visible...

Currently we are helping Mark Stocks on his road to
recovery from Covid 19 with the use of a scooter so he
is able to be a little bit more independent. As we know
being able to get out of the house can make such a
difference to our health and mental wellbeing. You
may have seen Mark’s story in the press.
As a self-funding charity we are always looking for
financial support to keep this valuable
service going and we are very grateful to
the various organisations that support
us. However, if you would like to make a
donation please contact us on the details
below.
For more details on prebooking a mobility scooter or
wheelchair to hire, opening hours, becoming a member
or casual hire then please contact us on 01480 432793
or email us at shopmobility@huntsforum.org.uk

Huntingdon Town Hall Weddings
Situated on Huntingdon’s historic Market Square, the
Grade II* listed Georgian Town Hall is the ideal venue
for wedding ceremonies and civil partnerships. As a
former courthouse, the building is full of character and
original features.
Whether you’re looking for a larger ceremony in our
Assembly Room or Council Chamber, or something a
little more intimate and unique in our Court Rooms,
our team can work with you to give you a truly
unforgettable ceremony. Once the ceremony is over,
we can also cater for wedding receptions of various
sizes. Our flexible spaces can be tailored to meet your
needs, from a formal dinner to a more relaxed set up

Photo: Allensis

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

with space for dancing.
We understand that many couple’s plans have been
disrupted over the last few months and we will do
our best to ensure you have a magical day.
We are taking bookings for 2021. To find out more
about what we can offer, or to book a ceremony or
reception with us, contact Hayley Burns on
01480 410380 or
email hayley.burns@huntingdontown.gov.uk
If you would like to see our space in more detail,
please visit our website:
http://www.huntingdontownweddings.co.uk/

Photo: Helen Drake
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Cromwell Museum
In 1646 a pamphlet was published
called the ‘World Turned Upside
Down’, in which the cover proclaimed
itself to be covering the events of
these ‘distracted times’. Although
that pamphlet was more about
the divisions of the Civil War and
complaining about Parliament’s
policies, it does seem very
appropriate to also describe the way
many of us have found the last few
months.
The Cromwell Museum closed on
17 March, like most other public
spaces, in response to the Covid-19
pandemic. We spent the next couple
of months fundraising to support
the Museum during the time it
was closed and receiving no visitor
income, and are very grateful to
have had support from Arts Council
England, the Huntingdon Freemen’s
Trust and Huntingdon Town Council,
as well as many public donations.
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We have also ramped up our online
content, including a series of videos
on our YouTube channel to bring to
life aspects of the life and times of
Oliver Cromwell and keep people
entertained during lockdown.
We have been able to reopen since
4 July, and are delighted to welcome

people back to see the Museum,
particularly given that we had only
just finished the refurbishment of
our displays – the first in over 30
years – when the lockdown began.
We have precautions in place that
you would expect in shops and other
public spaces against Covid-19 to
safeguard our visitors, volunteers
and staff. These include hand
sanitising stations, social distancing,
a marked route around the Museum
and regular cleaning. We are now
open again 11am – 4pm Wednesday
to Saturday and are hoping to
expand these hours to cover other
days during the autumn.
For more information please
visit our website at
www.cromwellmuseum.org; we also
have lots of content to entertain and
inform you on social media,
so do look us up on Facebook at
@thecromwellmuseum,
on Twitter at @museumcromwell, or
our YouTube Channel.
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Youth Superstar Awards
The Huntingdonshire Community Group began its new
Youth Superstar Awards in April to recognise local children
for their achievements and accomplishments throughout
the COVID-19 lockdown.
The awards have been a great success so far with winners
including:

« Zoe Houston, who was the first winner. Inspired by Sir Captain
Tom Moore, Zoe raised money for babies and children at
Hinchingbrooke Hospital by setting up “Zoe’s Story time” on
Facebook.

« Alfie Railley who won for his incredible kindness and care towards
others both at school and in the community.

« Shay Bell who won for his strength, courage and determination
returning to school despite his disabilities and worries.

« Jen Richardson who won for her amazing Makaton skills which
she kindly teaches to others.

Runners up to the awards have included:

« Daisy Bell for being brave, kind and thoughtful and raising money
for Hinchingbrooke Hospital children’s ward, who have treated
Daisy for many years.

« Rebecca Buckenham for her courage, helpfulness and
commitment to her role as a young carer.

« Alisha Khan for her care and kindness towards others in the
community who she helped throughout COVID-19.

« Orlaith Chamberlain for her amazing artwork which she uses as a
coping mechanism through difficulties she faces.

« Matthew Lackey for his courage and determination recovering
from an operation under lockdown.

« Reem Kamel for her outstanding artwork and
« Sophie Gillespie for her hard work and perseverance overcoming

some very difficult times and settling into a new home education
programme.

Outstanding fundraiser certificates were also awarded to:

« Stuie Delf who sadly lost his younger brother Fraser earlier this

year. Stuie very bravely ran 5k everyday throughout May to raise
money for EACH, the hospice who cared for his brother, raising
nearly £17,000.

« Kezzy Morley Who has been riding 100 miles per month to

raise money for Diabetes UK as this is a condition which affects
multiple members of her family.

The Huntingdonshire Community Group would like to thank
and congratulate all the amazing children that put themselves
forward so far, we are speechless at how many talented and
courageous children we have in our community. Special thanks
go to the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough and Urban&Civic for funding this project.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

15

September 2020

2020 has been a difficult year for many, it has
highlighted that nothing should be taken for
granted, especially spending time with the
people important to you. Here are some ideas
for activities and crafts that you can do with
your family this Autumn.

Autumn Themed
Scavenger Hunt

ash
-spratt - Unspl
Photo by annie

• Red leaf
• A spider’s web
• Migrating butterfly
• Pinecone
• Tree losing its leaves
• Conker
• Yellow leaf
• Squirrel

Halloween DIY
Decorations
Get excited for Halloween
and create some DIY
decorations, there are
thousands to choose
from! You could make
a
cat face garland to decorate
your fireplace. You will need:
black card, black twine/pipe
cleaners, scissors, glue, a white
pencil, and a set of twinkly LED
lights.
• Step one: use the white
pencil to trace a cat head on a piece of black
card. Then carefully cut out the desired
number of cat faces.
• Fringe the sides of the cat faces and the top
of the head with the scissors.
• For each cat cut 3 pieces of twine or pipe
cleaners and stick to the face as whiskers.
• Towards the horizontal centre of the cat’s
face, either carefully cut two eye holes or
use a hole punch (you may wish to measure
up the lights with the holes before cutting)
• Hang the string lights and position cat faces
on 2 lightbulbs, one in each eye hole.

• Acorn
You can even take an envelope, so the kids
can collect some of the items on the list.
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An autumn themed scavenger hunt is a great
way to get the kids to enjoy nature and explore
your local park, such as
Hinchingbrooke County Park!
Create a list of items you can
easily find at your local Park,
then check them off as you
go. The first to check off all
the items wins! Here is an
example of things you can
add to your list:

Photo: lukasz-niescioruk-unsplash

Fun Family
Activities to
do in Autumn
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'Undoubtedly the finest medieval bridge in
this part of England.’
(The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, 1933).

At the southern end of our High Street, in the
shelter of Castle Hills is 'undoubtedly the finest
medieval bridge in this part of England,’ as the
Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings
put it in 1933.
Huntingdon’s first bridge was ordered by King Edward
the Elder when the now lost Roman crossing became
unusable. It was wooden and so often damaged that in
1332 King Edward III decided to replace it with a new
bridge a hundred yards upstream.
Building work began in earnest, but this time in stone.
Water Mills were built attached to the structure and
these could produce dangerous mill races- often the
water levels substantially differed on either side of
the bridge- and with the fishing rights made boating a
hazardous business.
Like all bridges it had a Chapel. It was dedicated to St
Thomas the Martyr and St Katherine the Virgin and a
chaplain was provided but he must have been miserably
poor as all the tolls went to the Huntingdon Borough.
They used the money at first to divert the High-road
down to the bridge-foot and let the ‘old bridge road’,
be abandoned.
There were still problems in the construction and the
King’s Surveyor reported it as ‘ruinous’ in the 1360s.
In 1377 it was decided to take much of the bridge
down and rebuild the footings on the Godmanchester
side and remove the watermills. This led to the oft
noted difference in the two ends as building styles had
changed between construction and re-build.
Briefly, the bridge has six arches. Huntingdon’s bridge-

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

foot is lower and narrower than the Godmanchester
side and indicates the early bridge before it was
widened in 1377. Arches 2 and 3 have pointed parapets
with ornate trefoil brackets and they also have heavier
cutwaters than Arches 5 and 6 which has different
decoration.
The fourth arch has
had a chequered
history. Before the
Reformation it would
have contained the
chapel and a room for the chaplain. The Survey of 1572
mentions two little houses on the bridge, and it is said
that Richard Fishbourne, Huntingdon’s great benefactor,
was ‘born on the bridge – perhaps he was, in one of
those houses. During the Civil War it was broken down
and replaced by a drawbridge. At some point long after
the roadway was restored the houses were swept
away and a neat castellated parapet erected.
During the great years of droving-the movement of
cattle, pigs and geese from north to south- the bridge
became a major source of income for the Borough as
were the tolls levied on the stage coach and wagon
trade along the king’s highway. The bridge made the
town rich, but then with the decline of road traffic
and abolition of tolls it ceased to be a major highway
reverting to local use when the railways came in the
mid nineteenth century. But then got another shot in
the arm with the rise of the motoring age after the
Great War.
By Richard Meridith, Huntingdon and Godmanchester
Civic Society’
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Huntingdon Crematorium Update
The building works for our Crematorium project
commenced on site on 6th January 2020. We are
pleased to report that a substantial amount of work
has been undertaken on the project since then.
Kier have established stringent health and safety
measures, so that work continued throughout
lockdown, this has ensured the safety of the staff on
site and avoided lengthy delays. The COVID-19 risk
measures are reviewed regularly, with the number
of people on site strictly monitored and required to
socially distance.
The structure for the Crematorium has been
completed, the Chapel and Admin building are also
starting to take shape. The main pathways and
roads to the buildings have also been completed.
There was a small delay when procuring some of the
materials required for the build, due to COVID-19,
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however the rest of the project remains on target to
be opened early next year.
The planning application for the Depot and
Glasshouses has been submitted to Huntingdonshire
District Council. The glass houses will use the excess
heat from the electric cremators to reuse the energy
in line with our green targets. The planners have
requested more information on the project and
Huntingdon Town Council are awaiting the outcome.
Kier have taken some aerial pictures of the progress
of the site, please see below:

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Who’s Who at the Council
It can sometimes be difficult to decipher which authority
to contact for various queries related to Huntingdon. The
Town, District and County Council all have different areas
of responsibility, which are highlighted below. We hope

Central Ward Councillors:
Brian Luckham - INDEPENDENT
Karl Webb - INDEPENDENT
East Ward Councillors:
Juliet Cole - LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
Padrica Kennington - LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
Trish Shrapnel - LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
Mike Baker - LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
West Ward Councillor:
Chris Doyle - INDEPENDENT
North Ward Councillors:
Ann Beevor - LABOUR
Anita Diaz - LABOUR
Patrick Kadewere - LABOUR
Samuel Sweek - LABOUR
South Ward Councillor:
Alice Sedgwick - CONSERVATIVE
South West Ward Councillor:
Peter Brown - INDEPENDENT
Hinchingbrooke Park Ward Councillor:
Veronica Hufford - LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
Stukeley Meadows Ward Councillors:
Ann Blackwell - INDEPENDENT
Sarah Gifford - INDEPENDENT
Steve McAdam - INDEPENDENT
Phil Pearce - INDEPENDENT
Tom Sanderson - INDEPENDENT

this guide proves helpful if you have any specific questions.
Should you wish to contact one of your Huntingdon Town
Councillors, their details are provided below. All Councillors
can be contacted by calling the office on 01480 411883.

Huntingdon Town Council is responsible for:
• Allotments
• Cemeteries and Closed Churchyards
• Parks and Open Spaces*
• Children’s Play Areas*
• Sports Facilities and Recreational Grounds
• War Memorials
• The Town Hall
• The Coneygear Centre
• The KGV St Peters Road Depot
• Town Twinning
• Community Grant Awards
• Statutory Consultee for Planning Matters
• Civic and Community Events
• Community Magazine – Huntingdon
• The Cromwell Museum Building
*HTC is also responsible for maintaining the following Parks
& Open Spaces: Victoria Square, KGV Sapley Road, Hartford

Garden of Rest, Hartford Church Gardens, St Mary’s Church
Gardens, All Saint’s Church Gardens, St John Closed Grounds, Bus
Station Grounds, Sebastopol Cannon Site, Castle Hills, Jubilee Park,
Frenchs Fields, KGV St Peters, Bloomfield Park, Coneygear Park,
Sallowbush II, & Town Sign Green.

For more information about our Councillors please visit our website.

Telephone 01480 411883 or visit www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
*Huntingdonshire District Council are responsible for some
children’s play areas, contact 01480 388388 for more
information.

Huntingdon District Council is responsible for:

•
•
•
•
•

Rubbish Collection
Street Cleaning
Planning and Planning Enforcement
Housing
Housing Improvement Grants

•
•
•
•
•

Environmental Health
Licensing
Elections
Parks and Open Spaces*
One Leisure Centre

•
•
•
•
•

Car Parks
Markets
CCTV
Tax Collection
Standards Board

•
•
•
•

Countryside Services
Building Control
Voluntary Sector
Public Conveniences

*HDC is also responsible for maintaining the following Parks & Open Spaces: Sapley Park, Spring Common, Stukeley
Meadows Local Nature Reserve, Hinchingbrooke Country Park, Riverside Park, Riverside Meadows, Hartford Wood &
Sparrowhawk Way tree belt
Telephone 01480 388388 or visit www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk

Cambridgeshire County Council is responsible for:

• Education
• Roads and Traffic

• Footpaths
• Libraries

• Social Services
• Park and Ride

• Bus Passes
• Recycling

• Street Lighting
• Trading Standards

Telephone 0345 0455200 or visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk
For a more detailed breakdown of the services provided by the three tiers of local government,
please visit www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/atoz

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Wear face
coverings
in all shops.
You must wear a face covering
when shopping, unless you have
good reason not to.

