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Huntingdon - New look, New name
The first issue of
Huntingdon Town
Council’s quarterly
newsletter came out in
December 1996.
Since then, the
publication has
evolved hugely with
70 issues having been
produced and sent
freely through your
doors.
You might have
noticed from this
issue’s front cover that there has been a change
in the newsletter since the last one came out in
September 2015.
The newsletter has been through a re-brand
process, making the publication a more Town
Council focussed form of communication with you,
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our residents. One of the biggest changes has been
with the title.
The name ‘Huntingdon’ was born as a result of the
Council wanting the newsletter to clearly reflect
information and updates specifically relevant to the
town you live in.
We will continue to welcome community news and
events to be sent in from local charities, groups and
organisations but our primary focus is to tell you
exactly what your Town Council has been doing
each quarter.
Should you have any feedback about the new style
and look of the newsletter, please do get in touch
by emailing natasha.pierson@huntingdontown.gov.
uk. We hope that you enjoy reading the first issue
of ‘Huntingdon’ and find all future issues to be
helpful and informative.
Doug McIlwain
Chairman of Huntingdon Town Council’s Newsletter
Sub Committee
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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From the Town d
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Welcome to the new look Town
Council publication with the new
title ‘Huntingdon’!
I trust that you will enjoy reading this
rebranded and enhanced publication.

fd

You will all no doubt be aware by now that the Cromwell
Museum has been saved, with Cambridgeshire County Council
agreeing to transfer the Freehold of the property over to the
Town Council, who in turn will be leasing the museum to a
newly formed Museum Trust. The Trust will run and manage the
museum, for the enjoyment of residents and visitors to our town
from around the UK and around the world.

The Town Council continues to address the issues around
localism and devolution, with negotiations ongoing, to enable the
best possible service for the residents of Huntingdon to enjoy. In
addition, Members are addressing the Council’s finances and the
number of Capital Projects that need to be undertaken during
2016/17.
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For those of you who attended the Christmas Lights ‘Switch On’
you will have seen and hopefully visited the launch stand of the
Neighbourhood Plan – as residents your views are important on
the destiny of the Town!
We are now into December; the Christmas Lights are on and
as Town Clerk, I take this opportunity to extend to you all the
complements of the festive season, and trust that you have the
chance to have some relaxation and an enjoyable time.
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- Closer to the People
		
- Local to the People
		
- Cheaper to the People
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The management and production of About Town is overseen by
Huntingdon Town Council’s Newsletter Sub Committee.
This Committee is made up of the following members:
Doug Mcllwain - Chairman
Councillor Dyne
Councillor Jacobs
Councillor Mulcahy -Vice Chairman
Councillor Forster

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Councillor McAdam
Councillor Dovans
Councillor George
Natasha Pierson
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Councillor Profile – Richard Valatka
I have decided to pursue my long-term
ambition to involve in politics, which
emerged from my natural ability to engage
with people from different ethnical and
cultural backgrounds. This resulted in
me being elected to the Town Council
this spring and elected as the Finance
Committee Chairman for 2015-2016. I am
also a member of 10 other committees
and sub-committees, covering the majority
of aspects the Council is dealing with. The
full list of my duties at Huntingdon Town Council is available
on its recently redeveloped website at
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
Living with my family in Huntingdon for over 9 years and
running the business locally, gave me the insight on residents’
way of life and needs.

I have been volunteering at our local school, involved
in different sport activities, such as football, target
shooting, indoor and outdoor bowls, tennis. In addition
to that, I enjoy DIY, cycling, reading and international
politics. Meeting many people on a daily basis makes a
direct live link between Huntingdon residents’ views and
the Town Council’s decisions effecting the current and
future policies.
I see my involvement as a tool to utilize my academic
and business background and put Huntingdon on the
map as being attractive place to live and work, known for
active local residents living a healthy lifestyle, responsible
local government.
I strongly believe that being approachable and building
inclusive society is the essence for Huntingdon to thrive
and will be beneficial to all its residents.

Leisure and Community Services Committee
Huntingdon Town Council is responsible for a number of
leisure and amenity sites in Huntingdon, along with making
decisions about community events, promotion and outdoor
improvements. This aspect of Town Council business is
managed and controlled by the Leisure and Community
Services Committee. Recent outcomes of this Committee have
included:
• Works to the Huntingdon Olympic Gym Car Park have
commenced with structural engineers’ investigations having
taken place
• Discussions about Huntingdon Town Council’s allotments
and how to improve the management of green waste

• Themes for Huntingdon’s floral displays have been
confirmed through until 2018
• Huntingdon Town Council’s Grounds Team has now
planted all of the town’s winter bedding
• Huntingdon was awarded with Silver in the Anglia In
Bloom competition and the Committee has arranged
meetings to work with many new local groups and
businesses
• Huntingdon Town Council’s Civic and Community
events calendar has been extended, including additional
events and celebrations over the coming year

The Leisure and Community Services Committee delegates its responsibilities to three Sub Committees:
Sub Committee

Responsibility

Leisure Development
Sub Committee

The Leisure Development Sub Committee meets to consider and recommend
the course of action to be taken with individual community projects and outdoor spaces
under the management of Huntingdon Town Council.

Newsletter
Sub Committee

The Newsletter Sub Committee has completed its Tender process for the
re-branding, printing and delivery of Huntingdon Town Council’s quarterly publication.
The group will shortly be looking at the 2016 Town Guide for Huntingdon.

Events Sub
Committee

The Events Sub Committee successfully planned a declaration ceremony to mark Her Majesty
The Queen becoming Britain’s longest reigning Monarch. Plans are now focussed on celebrating Her
Majesty’s 90th Birthday next year and a March to mark the centenary and freedom of RAF Wyton.

Play Area Sub
Committee

The Play Area Sub Committee considered all play areas in Huntingdon and differentiated
between Huntingdon Town Council’s and Huntingdonshire District Council’s Play Areas.
They also evaluated areas that required play equipment.

Neighbourhood Plan
Sub Committee

The Neighbourhood Plan Sub Committee was formed in October and has met to
discuss the launch of Huntingdon’s Neighbourhood Plan, along with producing the current
neighbourhood questionnaire.

All of the recommendations from these Sub Committees are put forward to the main Leisure and Community Services
Committee to be formally approved.
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Finance Committee Overview
Huntingdon Town Council operates via three main
Committees, one of which is Finance. The Finance
Committee is responsible for making decisions on any
monetary matters, managing and scrutinising budgets
and agreeing on expenditure for all Council projects.
Recent discussions of the Finance Committee have
included:

• The feasibility of providing CCTV in Bloomfield Park
• The valuation of Huntingdon Town Council’s assets as part of
ongoing negotiations with Huntingdonshire District Council
• The approval of the grant payment to the Commemoration
Hall for £20,000 for 2015/16
• The approval of financial contribution towards the new Traffic
Regulation Order, works and signage on Great Northern
Street to help combat the issue of rat running

The Finance Committee delegates a number of responsibilities to five Sub Committees:
Sub Committee

Responsibility

Finance

The Finance Sub Committee is currently working on the 2016/17 budget and precept level,
scrutinising all areas to provide best value for money for the taxpayer. The budget and
precept will be formally approved in January 2016.

Staffing

The Staffing Sub Committee meets to make any recommendations related to staffing issues

Lettings

The Lettings Sub Committee reviewed all Town Council lease agreements, tenancy
agreements, hire rates for public buildings and purchase rates for burial plots in October

Grants

The Grants Sub Committee met in October to review and recommend awards for all
community grant applications received. Six awards were made and the next set of
applications will be considered in March 2016

Twinning

The Twinning Sub Committee met in September with the Twinning Association to discuss
forthcoming twinning activities, including a visit from our Twin Town Gubbio in September
2016 and the planning of the Twinning Youth Festival, to take place in 2018

Each of the above Sub Committee has a different delegated role and puts forward
recommendations to be approved by the main Finance Committee.

Planning Committee
Huntingdon Town Council works in conjunction with
Huntingdonshire District Council on any planning matters
relevant to the Town. The Council also invites any large
scale planning projects that may affect Huntingdon to come
and provide information and answer queries at meetings
of the Planning Committee. Since September, the Planning
Committee has:
• Acted as a consultee for Cambridgeshire County Council’s
Street Lighting Scheme and Balfour Beatty has now begun
removing, replacing and upgrading Huntingdon’s street
lights

• Approved expenditure to support the new Traffic Regulation
Order being implemented on Great Northern Street to avoid
the road being used as a rat run
• Invited the Alconbury and Ellington Drainage Board to
provide further information or attend a meeting of the
Planning Committee about the water course maintenance
programme 2015/16 in Huntingdon
• Received updates from the A14 Improvement Scheme about
the Development Consent Order Process
• Received a presentation from Frank Shaw Associates
regarding a potential development between Brampton Road
and Ermine Street in Huntingdon

The Planning Committee delegates responsibilities to two Sub Committees:
Sub Committee
Planning Sub Committee
Planning
Applications panel

Responsibility
To carry out in depth discussions and put forward questions on planning
developments and works relevant to Huntingdon.
To receive and provide comment on any planning applications, works to trees
and street naming relevant to Huntingdon. All comments are submitted to
Huntingdonshire District Council as the Planning Authority.

All of the recommendations and comments made on behalf of these Sub Committees are then put forward to
the main Planning Committee for formal approval.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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News from
the Medway Centre
As the festive season is approaching,
the Medway Centre is getting
booked up with lots of Christmas
parties. We do still have some dates
free, so if you haven’t yet sorted
out a venue for your Christmas
party, look no further! The Medway
Centre looks beautiful at this time
of the year as we pride ourselves in
decorating the centre beautifully.
With the added benefit of an
amazing Hall, free Wi-Fi, a great
sound system, a large kitchen and
lots of free parking, the venue is
ideal for lots of different functions.
The star on the Christmas tree is
that hire rates are have still been
kept consistently low. Don’t delay
and book today on 01480 388677!
It’s also that time of year when
we’re all out furiously buying
Christmas goodies. Please may we
ask that you spare a thought for
homeless families in the area. The
Medway Christian Fellowship will be
supporting lots of homeless families

again this year, but especially at
Christmas. If you have anything
suitable for a boy or girl up to
the age of 16 that would fit in a
shoe box, please drop it off at
the Medway Centre and we will
happily pass it to the Medway
Christian Fellowship for you. For
more information on this, please
telephone Adrian Woodbridge on
07912 282482.

This year, the Medway Centre will
be hosting a Christmas Gala on
Sunday 6th December 2015 from
10am to 2pm. There will be a Carol
Service at 10am to officially start the
event. Father Christmas will be here
on the day so make sure you bring
your children along – visit him in his
grotto and get a present too. There
will also be a petting zoo here for

children to
see with animals including a pony,
alpaca, goat and a sheep! We’ve
lined up lots of stalls too so you’ll
have the perfect opportunity for
last minute present buying. Plenty
of food and drink will be on sale too
courtesy of the Snack Shack. We
hope to see lots of you there!
On behalf of myself and the team at
the Medway Centre, we wish you all
a joyous Christmas and very Happy
New Year.
Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Medway Centre Manager

News from Coneygear Park
I hope you all agree that Coneygear Park has now
transformed into a wonderful area where children can
have lots of fun. In the last 6 months, the park has seen

new play equipment installed as well as the
recent addition of picnic benches and noticeboards.
We now need your help. If you want to become
involved with events held at the park or
have ideas that you’d like to share, have you
considered becoming a ‘Friend of Coneygear
Park’? The Committee, which is very much
in its early stages of forming, meets at the
Medway Centre every 2-3 months. If you’d
like to become involved or would like more
information, please phone the Medway Centre
on 01480 388677.

photograph by Sophie Richardson, aged 13
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Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Coneygear Park Manager
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News from your Town Council
Huntingdon’s Town Hall has once again been a
hive of activity over the last few months. Since
we last updated you in September, the Council
has been working on a number of projects, many
of which have already had successful outcomes.
Below is an indication of a range of past, present
and ongoing activities of the Council:
• The Lettings Sub Committee held its annual review of
the Town Council’s rents and fees, agreeing revised
prices to come into effect as of 1st April 2016.
These figures have been set for the Town Council’s
assets such as the Town Hall, Medway Centre,
Sports Pitches, Clubs and Buildings, Cemeteries and
Allotments.
• The Grants Sub Committee has awarded six
Huntingdon based organisations with grants to help
fund projects, events and campaigns that will benefit
a vast sector of Huntingdon’s community.
• Huntingdon Town Council has begun looking ahead to
2016/2017’s budget with the Finance Sub Committee
undertaking meetings to scrutinise all budget areas.
• We have recently welcomed Helen Merrick to the
Town Council, our new Responsible Financial Officer.
Helen joined the team in October and has come from
a Parish Council background.
• The process of transferring the freehold of the
Cromwell Museum to Huntingdon Town Council has
now been completed after Cambridgeshire County
Council’s General Purposes Committee called the
decision back to full Council on 13th October 2015.
• New signage and noticeboards have been installed
at Huntingdon Town Council’s Coneygear Park to let
our residents know about ownership of the area and
about forthcoming activities and events that will be
held there all year round.
• Huntingdon Town Council is continuing negotiations
with Huntingdonshire District Council about the
transfer of the town’s flower beds and green spaces.
• As a result of its recent approval to become a venue
for marriage ceremonies, Huntingdon Town Hall held
its first Wedding Fayre in October. The event was
very well attended and a number of ceremonies have
already been booked in the Hall for 2016. Huntingdon
Town Council now plans to hold an annual Wedding
Fayre – keep an eye out for the date!

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

• The Events Sub Committee has held meetings
with the local WI group and the Royal Society
of Saint George to look at how Huntingdon
can celebrate Her Majesty’s 90th Birthday next
year. Keep an eye out for the March issue of
‘Huntingdon’ for more information about the
celebrations planned across the year.
• The Newsletter Sub Committee has successfully
completed a tender process for the rebranding,
printing and delivery of Huntingdon Town
Council’s quarterly newsletter. We hope you
enjoy the new look of the publication.
• A meeting of the Twinning Sub Committee took
place in September where it was confirmed that
guests from Huntingdon’s Twin Town Gubbio
would be visiting our town in September 2016.
As part of the trip, the famous Gubbio Flag
Throwers will carry out a performance on the
Market Square. They’ve even performed for the
Queen!
• The formation of a Neighbourhood Plan Sub
Committee in October has led to two meetings
having taken place and a successful launch event
at Huntingdon’s Christmas Lights Switch On in
November.
• Huntingdon was awarded with a ‘Silver’ Award
at Anglia In Bloom’s Award Ceremony on the
17th September, along with receiving two
commendations for Huntingdon Town Council’s
floral display near the Bus Station and for
Hinchingbrooke Country Park. The team is
already working hard to strive for Gold in 2016!
• Following the Big Lottery Fund’s grant award to
install a waterless toilet at the Sallowbush Road
allotment site for tenants to make free use of,
Huntingdon Town Council has secured a contract
with an alternative approved supplier meaning
that all four of Huntingdon’s allotment sites will
be fitted with a waterless toilet in Spring 2016.

Should you as a resident of our town have
any suggestions for further improvements,
projects or events that Huntingdon Town
Council could consider, please do contact
us on 01480 411883 or email
town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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News from the Head Groundsman
I was initially disappointed with
Silver at the Anglia in Bloom Awards
Ceremony in September, but we have
to start somewhere. Looking back
at the result, we entered half way
through the year, so silver was a very
good outcome considering how hard
everyone had to work to achieve
what we did. We have already
started focussing on next year’s In
Bloom entry and as always, my team
will be working endlessly to try to improve on all aspects of
our work. With this in mind, I would just like to say thank
you for the hard work of my grounds staff who helped to
make all of the Town Council areas look so nice on judging
day, as they do all year round.

So next year if we all pull together and continue to work
with lots of local groups, shops, schools and Huntingdonshire
District Council we can go for GOLD.
Work wise, we have finished the end of season work on the
cricket square for Huntingdon Town Cricket Club who had
a good start of the season, but tailed off at the end. I hope
next year they can improve. All reports from the visiting
cricket teams highlighted that we had a very well maintained
cricket square but there is always room for improvement.
We have started our winter list of jobs which gets longer as I
start looking at more Town Council owned sites.
Merry Christmas to you all,
Peter
Peter Haynes
Head Groundsman

Huntingdon Springs into Action
following Silver Award!
On the 17th September, the Anglia
In Bloom Awards Ceremony took
place and Huntingdon was awarded
with an overall Silver for the town.
Commendations were also given for
the work at Hinchingbrooke Country
Park and for the Town Council’s floral
display at the Corn Drill site near the
bus station.
The Huntingdon In Bloom team
worked tirelessly to put together a
strong, community led entry for its
first year back in the competition
and the hard work paid off! Without
the help of so many local groups,
residents and businesses, the
Committee couldn’t have achieved
what it did.
Feedback from the Judge’s report
outlined that the town needs to
demonstrate more recycling efforts,
which the In Bloom team is keen to
initiate. If you have any ideas as to
how you think this could be kickstarted, please let us know!
As always, there are a number of ‘In
Bloom’ projects on the go. Below is a
snippet as to what the team has been
up to and plans for the New Year.
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The Huntingdon Grafham Water
Lions Club has partnered with The
NHS Newtown Centre; located on
the Ring Road opposite Sainsbury’s
to help refurbish their run down
patient’s courtyard garden area.
The Huntingdon Tesco Extra
Community Champions have
successfully taken on an allotment
plot and will be starting working with
local youth and school groups to
educate them as part of their ‘Farm
to Fork’ campaign.
The Big Lottery allotment waterless
toilet grant application has been
successful and has been expanded
to offer one toilet facility per site
in Huntingdon. Installation will take
place during Spring 2016.
The Huntingdon In Bloom Committee
has worked with Hinchingbrooke
School and Luminus to put forward a
bid to Sainsbury’s for their £1m ‘Save
More Waste Less’ campaign.
The In Bloom Committee has begun
engaging with local businesses
to form a Huntingdon In Bloom
Business Network. Businesses are
being offered promotion on a town
centre floral display or basket in

•

•

exchange
for sponsorship. If you
are interested in being a part of the
Network, please get in touch.
To improve recycling efforts over
the festive period, Huntingdon
Town Council will be supporting
Huntingdon In Bloom by chipping
a number of Christmas trees in the
town and providing chippings to the
250 allotment plot holders.
Ahead of Her Majesty the Queen’s
90th Birthday in 2016, Huntingdon
In Bloom is planning on taking part
in ‘Clean for the Queen’, a national
litter pick to make towns across the
nation sparkling for the Queen (4th
– 6th March 2016)!

Huntingdon In Bloom’s ultimate aim
is to bring the community together by
supporting projects across the town,
helping to enhance and improve
garden and communal areas. If you
would like to be involved or know
of a community space that could
be enriched by the In Bloom team,
please get in touch with natasha.
pierson@huntingdontown.gov.uk

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Cambridgeshire Constabulary is working
with partners and volunteers across
Cambridgeshire to develop, embed and
deliver an extended range of restorative
justice services.
Restorative justice gives victims the chance
to meet or communicate with their offender
within a controlled environment to discuss the
harm that has been caused and to find a way
to repair that harm.
If you have been
It can help offenders to
a victim of crime,
recognise the impact of
when you are
what they have done,
ready, restorative
take responsibility and
justice can help.
make amends.

‘

‘

‘

If you have been a
It can help
victim of crime or
empower victims,
would like more
lets them have their
information about
say and helps them
Restorative Justice in
to move on with
Cambridgeshire please
their lives.
call 0800 781 6818 or
email restorativejustice@cambs.pnn.police.uk.

‘

Restorative Justice
in Cambridgeshire

The Constabulary has appointed a Restorative
Justice Coordinator, her name is Lynsey
Brown.
Lynsey is happy to attend
any local meetings or
community groups if
members would like to
find out more about what
Restorative Justice is and
how the service can be
accessed by victims.

Cambridgeshire County Council:
Youth Grants
Legally constituted organisations with an income
of less than £75,000 a year can apply for up to
£3,000 to fund projects that benefit young people,
aged 10 to 18 years and living in Cambridgeshire
or up to 25 years if a young person has a special
educational need or is disabled.

Projects should contribute to at least one of the
Area Partnership Priorities (improve emotional
health & wellbeing, increase work readiness or
reduce the number of young people who are not
in education employment or training, support new
communities, reduce the impact of child poverty,
encourage young people to be involved in decision
making, raise awareness of or reduce incidents of
child sexual exploitation) and do one or more of
the following: help young people: develop their
own initiatives, participate in their community,
motivate other young people to take part, develop
opportunities for young people to explore, be
creative and play.

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

The deadline for applications is Thursday 31st
December 2015. For a grant application form,
please contact:
Amanda.Silvester@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
(Cambridge City & South Cambs)
Donna.barnes@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
(Fenland & East Cambs) or
Alison.preece@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
(Huntingdonshire)
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We will remember them
One of the most important dates in Huntingdon Town
Council’s diary is the town’s Remembrance Sunday Service and
Parade, which is organised in conjunction with RAF Wyton.
On Sunday 8th November, over 2000 people lined Huntingdon’s
High Street and the Market Square to pay their respects and
remember those who fought and fell for our Country.
The Parade formed up with over 400 individuals from local
military and community groups, led by the RAF Wyton Voluntary
Band.
The Service, which took place on the Market Square was led by
the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Chaplain, Reverend Andrew Milton
and RAF Wyton’s Station Chaplain, Reverend Stephen Radley.
Over 20 wreaths were laid during the service, with the Deputy
Lord Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire, Sir Keith Pearson, laying the
first.
As always, a low key Service of Remembrance took place on the
11th November with local school pupil Zoe Perkins sounding the
Last Post and Reveille. 60 pupils from Stukeley Meadows Primary
School attended the service to help understand the meaning
behind a school project on World War One and World War Two.
Next year’s Remembrance Sunday Service will take place on
Sunday 13th November. We always urge as many members of the
community to be a part of the morning and would welcome any
additional groups, organisations or charities to join in with the
Parade.
Finally, Huntingdon Town Council wishes to express its sincere
gratitude to Mr Gordon Peacock, the former Standard Bearer for
the Huntingdon Branch of the Royal British Legion. After many
years of dedication and outstanding service, Gordon retired from
his post after the Remembrance Sunday service. We wish Gordon
the best of health and happiness and hope to see him at many
Services of Remembrance and Flag Raising Ceremonies for years
to come. Thank you Gordon.

Photographs by Lucy Forster
www.cherishedmemoriesphotography.co.uk
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Cards For Good
Causes
The Huntingdon Cards
for Good Causes multi
charity Christmas card
shop is now open
in St Mary’s Church
on Huntingdon High
Street.
The cards are sold
to raise money for
at least 25 different
charities, including Age
UK, Bernardo’s and
Macmillan Cancer Support. Cards for Good Causes
has raised over £20 million in the past 5 years, with
at least 70p from every pound paid straight to the
charities. With such a great variety of cards, there’s
sure to be something to suit everyone!
The Huntingdon shop is open Mondays – Saturdays
between 10:00 – 16:00, until 12th December.
Cards can also be purchased online at
www.cardsforcharity.co.uk.

Churches
Together
Christmas Lunch

Churches Together invite you to their free Annual
Christmas Day Lunch and Tea at Godmanchester Baptist
Church Centre, East Chadley Lane, Godmanchester,
PE29 2BJ. This event is for people who would otherwise
be on their own on Christmas Day. Transport will be
available should you require it.
Come along for fun, laughter and a jolly good time
and enjoy a three course Christmas lunch with
entertainment and a tea afterwards. If you find that you
would otherwise be alone this Christmas please do get
in touch.
It is essential to book for the Lunch. Full details can be
obtained by calling 01480 458565 or by emailing your
name, address and telephone number to
rachel.mcdermott@godmanchesterbaptist.org
Guests are invited from 12 noon for Lunch to be served
at 12.30pm. We expect to be finished at 4pm.

The Huntingdon Live Nativity‘Welcome to Bethlehem’
Sunday 13th December 12.00 – 3.30
pm on Huntingdon’s Market Square
Celebrate the start of Christmas with a Sunday
afternoon of festivity on Huntingdon’s Market
Square – ‘Welcome to Bethlehem’! Come to the
stable, complete with live animals and the nativity
scene. Get in the picture with a costume photo
opportunity to share with your friends and family.
Browse the side stalls to discover the Christmas
story through Christingle making, free crafts and
activities for all the family. Ease the hassle and
use our free gift wrapping service to wrap gifts
on the way home from town, stopping to enjoy
festive refreshments and carols. The event will
be FREE with a percentage of donations going
towards the Refugee Crisis.
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Organiser Tim Anderson
says: “we invite you to
something special in the
heart of Huntingdon this
Christmas, with family fun,
music, community carols
and festivities. Let this be
a time of year to create
some good memories
together as we celebrate
the birth of Jesus Christ.”
The event is brought
to you by Huntingdonshire
Community Church, Daybreak Church, Town
Centre Anglicans, Huntingdon Methodist Church,
International Prayer Palace and is supported by other
churches and organisations in Huntingdon.

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Huntingdon’s Neighbourhood Plan
After a successful launch at
the Christmas lights switch on
event, the Neighbourhood Plan
project is now moving full steam
ahead! Thanks to everyone who
came down to see us on the
Market Square. Over the coming
months, the Neighbourhood Plan
Committee will be holding lots of
events and meetings to give you
a chance to add your input to the
Neighbourhood Plan.
You may have also seen the
Fragers Gamer Bus on the
Market Square in October. We
worked with the Youth Town
Council to run a competition
for young people to win a slot
to play video games on the bus.
While our winners were enjoying

themselves, we took the chance
the gather feedback on what
they’d like to see happen in the
town.

an eye out for our upcoming
meetings, forums and stalls at
events to come along and have
your say!

It’s hugely important to get
opinions from as many people in
the local community as we can
to make sure our Neighbourhood
Plan really represents the people
of Huntingdon. Be sure to keep

The full Neighbourhood Plan
questionnaire has now been
launched! Copies are available
in the Town Hall, or online at
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/
neighbourhood-plan

Stay well this winter
In the past year, as many as one in
four residents in Cambridgeshire
visited A&E when they could have
used an alternative service or looked
after themselves at home.

But you can help:

f

Each visit to A&E costs the local NHS £87,
and that’s before any treatment is given.
When you look at the figures, this costs
the local NHS over £4million a year. In
turn this is the equivalent cost of 677 hip
replacements, 287 liver transplants or 115
more dementia nurses.

Using A&E when you don’t need to can also
have a knock-on effect to the rest of the
hospital, as busy A&E departments resulted
in 500 cancelled operations and procedures
because a bed was no longer available, and
longer waiting and referral times.

f

d Stay healthy – get a flu vaccination if you

are eligible
Look after others – check on elderly
friends, relatives and neighbours especially
in spells of cold weather; help them to
keep warm and have the medication they
might need
Be prepared – get your prescriptions in
early before the holidays and see your
pharmacist or GP for any issues you might
be putting off
Choose the right service – your local
pharmacy can provide confidential, expert
advice and treatment for a range of
common illnesses and complaints, without
having to wait for a GP appointment.
For help with finding local NHS services visit
www.cambsandpeterboroughchoosewell.co.uk

d

d
d

d

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Forthcoming
Council Meetings
Please note all meetings commence at
7.00pm and take place in the Town Hall,
Market Hill, Huntingdon PE29 3PJ unless
otherwise stated. For further information,
please contact Huntingdon Town Council
on 01480 411883 or email town.council@
huntingdontown.gov.uk
Thursday 10th December

Planning
Applications Panel

Thursday 17th December

Finance (budget)
Sub Committee
Planning Applications
Panel

Thursday 7th January

Town Council
Planning
Applications Panel

Thursday 14th January

Finance Committee 		
(budget)
Town Council 			
(precept)

Thursday 21st January

Planning
Applications Panel

Thursday 4th February

Leisure and
Community Services 		
Committee
Planning Committee
Planning Applications
Panel

Thursday 18th February

Finance Committee
Planning
Applications Panel

Thursday 3rd March

Town Council
Planning
Applications Panel
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Forthcoming Events
Wednesday 9th December Civic Carol Service
St Mary’s Church, High Street. 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start.
Huntingdon Town Council’s Annual Civic Carol Service with
performances from the Huntingdon Rainbows and the
Huntingdon Male Voice Choir. All welcome.
Friday 11th December – Saturday 19th December 2015:
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
KD Theatre Productions presents: Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs at the Commemoration Hall.
Further information and ticket sales can be found at
www.huntingdonpantomime.com
Saturday 12th December 2015: Huntingdon Community
Radio Open Studio Day
Come along and see what’s inside your local radio station’s
studio and record a special Christmas message for your
family, friends and workmates which will be played out on
air during the 2 weeks prior to and right up to Christmas
Day!
Friday 22nd January 2016: Hinchingbrooke Bösendorfer
Piano Concert: Aurora Trio (Emma Halnan, flute; Joe
Bronstein, viola; Heather Wrighton, harp) with Daniel
King Smith, piano.
The Aurora Trio holds the prestigious Chamber Music
Fellowship at the Royal Academy of Music. These three
outstanding young musicians, all prize winners as
individual performers, will collaborate with acclaimed,
ensemble pianist Daniel King Smith to delight listeners with
a very varied programme to include: Debussy - sonata for
flute, viola and harp, Borne–Carmen Fantasy, Copland –
flute/piano duo.
Tuesday 9th February 2016: Pancake Flipathon
Huntingdon Town Council presents its annual Pancake
Flipathon. Join us on the Market Square for pancake
pandemonium! For more information or to enter a team,
please contact Huntingdon Town Council on 01480 410384
or email town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk. All ages
and abilities welcome – the more the merrier!
Friday 26th February 2016: Hinchingbrooke Bösendorfer
Piano Concert: Frédéric Aguessy, piano.
Frédéric played for us in February 2015 at very short
notice and enchanted the audience with his special style
of music making. He is a former winner of the Marguerite
Long-Jacques Thibaud Grand Prix du Concours, one of the
world’s most prestigious competitions and comes to us
now with a wealth of performing experience worldwide.
His programme will include: ‘The Wanderer Fantasy’ –
Schubert, Sonata No 24 – Beethoven and music by Chopin
and Debussy.
Both Bösendorfer Piano Concerts will take place at the
Hinchingbrooke Performing Arts Centre. Tickets:- £12
adults (groups of 20+: £9 each), £5 pupils and students
under 21 are available from:- Box Office: 01480 375678
(Monday to Friday 9.00 to 15.00)

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

Mayor’s Charity News
As always, the Mayor of Huntingdon, Councillor Bill Hensley
has been busy with fundraising efforts for his five local
charities:
•
•
•
•
•

Hartford Darby & Joan Club
Hinchingbrooke District Scouts
Hunters Down Care Centre (Activities)
Huntingdon Town Rowdies Football Club
Stukeley Meadows Rainbows

A number of events have taken place since the September
Issue of your Town Council’s publication, which we
hope many of you were able to enjoy. If there are any
forthcoming events listed that you would like to be involved
with or attend, please do get in touch by contacting the
Mayor of Huntingdon’s fundraising team.
Below is an overview of our latest few fundraisers, all of
which have contributed hugely to supporting the five much
deserving clubs and groups.
On the 17th October, the famous ‘Zumbathon’ took place at
the Medway Centre, raising over £1000. More importantly,
it taught new participants a different way of exercising and
its good FUN at the same time!
On the 24th October, the Mayor hosted a Casino evening at
the Town Hall. Many Mayors and local dignitaries rubbed
shoulders with friends and supporters of the charities,
including the local football team Huntingdon Town FC. A
great night was had by all raising over £300.
The Town Hall was alive with paranormal activity over the
Halloween weekend whilst handed over to Cambridgeshire
Paranormal Investigations (CSI). CSI set up equipment all
over the Hall to see if anybody was there. Over 40 people
attended the event and helped to raise over £1500 (results
of the investigations will be published in the next issue of
Huntingdon!)

The 21st
November
kick
started
the festive fundraising
with a Candle Party
and Christmas stalls at
the Town Hall. There
event was very well
attended and the
evening was a great
success. Guests were
able to enjoy a presentation
looking at the various candles on the market with
hundreds of colours and scents.
Less than a week later, the famous Bingo event returned to
the Medway Centre on the 27th November. This is one of
the fundraising all-time favourites and as always was well
attended and a good evening of fun!
Setting ourselves a challenge, we then hosted the Mayor of
Huntingdon’s annual Christmas Dinner the very next day!
On the 28th November, the Town Hall attracted a brilliant
number of local Mayors and civic dignitaries, along with
friends and supporters of the charities. The event followed
suit from previous years and was a huge success!
We’re hoping to raise as much money as we can for
the charities, all of which make such a difference in the
community for so many people. We have of course got a
whole host of further events planned, which we would
welcome as many of you to attend as possible, and all for
fantastic causes too!
Doug McIlwain
Chairman of the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Charities
Fundraising Team 2015/16

Mayor’s Forthcoming Charity Events
2nd December 2015

8th - 12th March 2016

23rd April 2016

Huntingdon Youth Theatre - Dracula
Gala performance for the Mayor Tickets available from the
Town Hall

Huntingdon Youth Theatre
Court Play (details to be announced)
Town Hall - Tickets available from
the Town Hall

Zumbathon
The Medway Centre, Huntingdon

16th December 2015

19th March 2016

KD Panto Gala Performance for the
Mayor
Sleeping Beauty
Commemoration Hall - Tickets
available from the Town Hall

The Mayor of Huntingdon’s
Charity Ball
The Marriott Hotel, Huntingdon
Tickets available from the
Town Hall

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

23rd April 2016
Bingo
The Medway Centre, Huntingdon
For more information please contact
the Mayor’s Secretary:
Marilyn.simpson@huntingdontown.
gov.uk or the Chairman of the Mayor’s
Fundraising Committee:
doug@mcilwain.me.uk. Alternatively,
please call 01480 411883

15

December 2015

Spotlight Productions
Disco Inferno
Following the sell-out success of “Singin’ in
the Rain” the Spotlight team is already well
into rehearsal for their next production “Disco
Inferno” to be staged at Hinchingbrooke
Performing Arts Centre from 5 – 9 April 2016.
Since July, the cast has been hard at work
rehearsing their song and dance routines
for what will be another stunning theatrical
experience. With a spectacular set, including
the famous ‘Saturday Night Fever’ light up
dance floor, hundreds of costumes and a 10
piece band, this show combines a hilarious
script, fantastic characters and a score of hits
from the 1970’s.

Disco Inferno
takes you
back to the
unforgettable
era of glitter,
flares and
platform shoes
and is a high
energy musical
guaranteed to
warm hearts
and get feet tapping.
Tickets, adult £9.50 concessions £8.50, will be
available from 2nd January 2016 from their box
office 07745 522271 or on-line at
www.spotlight-theatre.co.uk

Huntingdon spreads festive spirit
With December upon
us, there is no escaping
the festive spirit!
Huntingdon’s Christmas Lights
Switch On took place back on the
22nd November and the town
centre is now illuminated with a
brilliant display of lights.
To mark the festive season,
Huntingdon Town Council holds
a Civic Carol Service. The date
of this years’ service falls on
Wednesday 9th December and
will be held at St Mary’s Church
on Huntingdon’s High Street.
Should you wish to attend, please
arrive at the Church by 7.15pm
ready for a 7.30pm start. The
Huntingdon Male Voice Choir
will be joining us for the evening
and the Huntingdon Rainbows
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group will be giving
a performance
of a well-known
Christmas song that
will have everyone
singing along! The
service is open to
everyone in the
community and
we will warmly
welcome anyone
that can join us. We
hope to see you
there.

Deputy Mayor, Councillor Daryl Brown receiving a cheque for
Magpas from Krafty Kats after coming second in the 2014
Best Dressed Window Competition.

To help spread the
Christmas spirit
across the town, Huntingdon
Town Council works with BID
Huntingdon in running the annual
Best Dressed Christmas Window
Competition. Judging will take
place later on this month and

prizes are awarded for the top
three Christmas window displays,
giving all retailers the chance
to win up to £100 for a charity
of choice. If you haven’t yet
decorated your window, there’s
still time!
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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On your marks, get set, flip!
Every year, Huntingdon Town Council celebrates
Pancake Day traditions with a morning full of
free pancake fun! Next year, Pancake Day falls
on Tuesday 9th February and as always, we will
be looking for contestants to join in with the
spectacular Pancake Flipathon! Entering involves
flipping your pancake in a pan with as much style
as possible around the Market Square – but can
you make it to the finish line with your pancake in
one piece?!
The Flipathon will take place on Shrove Tuesday,
the 9th February, around the boundary of the
Market Square, starting at 11.00 am and lasting
until midday. The Flipathon is a free event and
is open to individuals of all abilities and ages, as
well as teams of four for a Retail Relay. Any speedy
flippers will be instantly disqualified, as judging is
based purely on flipping style and variety!
The event always kick-starts with Mayors of local
market towns taking part in the famous ‘Chain
Gang’ Flipathon! Come along to see who has the

most flair
and creativity
with their
pancake flipping
techniques!
Winners will
receive an
individual prize,
with medals
awarded to first and second
place. Everyone who takes part will
receive a small chocolate egg.
There are various ways that you can
take part in the Flipathon; you can
collect an entry form from the Town Council
offices at the Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon,
e-mail hayley.burns@huntingdontown.gov.uk or
simply turn up on the day to cheer our entrants
on!
Please contact the Town Council before the 1st
February to let us know if you’d like to enter!

Clean for the Queen!
Clean for The Queen is a campaign to
clear up Britain in time for Her Majesty
the Queen’s 90th birthday, which will be
officially celebrated in June 2016.

When Her Majesty came to the throne, litter
was not the problem that it is today. Food
packaging, plastic bottles, takeaway meals
and cigarette butts have all contributed to
a growing menace that affects our wildlife,
streets, countryside and sense of pride. What
better way could we show our gratitude to
our Queen than to clean up our country?
We are calling on individuals, volunteer
groups, local councils, businesses and schools
to do their bit. You can start now and also

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

take part in our
official Clean
for The Queen
weekend on
March 4th, 5th
and 6th 2016.

If you would like to be involved with the
‘Big Clean’ in Huntingdon or find out more
information about the town’s plans for
celebrating Her Majesty’s 90th Birthday,
please get in touch with Natasha.pierson@
huntingdontown.gov.uk.
Additionally, you can register your interest
and receive a free pack by visiting
www.cleanforthequeen.co.uk
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Christmas Services 2015

December 6th at 4pm. Oxmoor Community Carol Service at Medway Community Centre led by
Medway Christian Fellowship, St Barnabas Church, Trinity Free Church and pupils from local schools.
Refreshments and everyone welcome

St. Barnabas Church, Medway Road

Thursday 24th December 3.00pm Carol Service with the
		
Blessing of the Crib
Friday 25th December
9:15am The First Communion
		
of Christmas
Sunday 27th December
9:15am Holy Communion
11.00am Christmas Family
		Service
Please note, we now have a Facebook Page, where details of
all our events can be found:
www.facebook.com/HuntingdonStBarnabas

All Saints, Hartford CofE

Sunday 20th December
4.00pm
Thursday 24th December 3.00pm
11.30pm
Friday 25th December
11.00am

Carol Service
Nativity Tableau
Midnight Communion.
All Age Worship

St Michael the Archangel (Roman Catholic)
Thursday 24th December 10.30am
6.00pm
8.00pm
10.30pm
Friday 25th December
10.00am

Confessions
Mass
Syro-Malabar Mass
Mass
Mass

Daybreak Community Church

Sunday 20th December
10.45am
at Brook House (the Luminus building)
All welcome to an inspiring celebration of Christmas,
including favourite carols with a live band, drama and a
message you’ll not forget, washed down after the service
with mulled wine/fruit juice, tea & coffee, as well as mince
pies/biscuits. Make new friends and have prayer for any
problems.
Visit www.daybreakcommunitychurch.org.uk for more
information.

St Mary’s Church

Thursday 17th December 7.30pm
service
Sunday 20th December
6.30pm
Thursday 24th December 4.00pm
11.30pm
Friday 25th December
10.30am

Local Vets Carol
Carols by Candlelight
Crib Service
Midnight Communion
Christmas Communion

Huntingdon Methodist Church
Sunday 13th December
10.15am
Sunday 13th December
5.30pm
		
Sunday 20th December
6.30pm
Thursday 24th December 5.00pm
		
Friday 25th December
10.15am
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Nativity
Open Air Carols 		
Victoria Square
Annual Carol Service
Christmas Eve Family 		
Communion
Christmas Day
Family Worship

Huntingdonshire
Community Church
Sunday 13th December
12noon-3.30pm
Live Nativity on Huntingdon’s
Market Square –
Welcome to Bethlehem
Sunday 20th December
10.00am
HCC Family Carol Service, 83a High Street,
Huntingdon – No Room at the Inn
Friday 25th December
10.30am
HCC Christmas Day Service,
83a High Street, Huntingdon

Medway Christian Fellowship
Sunday 6th December
11.00am Carols at
		
Coneygear Park
Sunday 20th December
10.30am
All Age Nativity service at the Medway
Community Centre
Friday 25th December
10.30am
All Age Christmas Celebration at
The Christian Centre, Nene Road

Trinity Free Church, Huntingdon
Sunday 20th December
10.45am Christmas Family 		
		Service
6.00pm Carols by
		Candlelight

International Prayer Palace Church
Sunday 20th December
9.30am
Carols and Nativity service at the One Leisure Centre,
St Peters Road
Thursday 31st December 10.00pm
Winter Revival Night Vigil to send off 2015 and welcome
2016 at Huntingdon Youth Centre
Sunday 3rd January 2016 9.30am
New Year Thanksgiving service at the One Leisure Centre.
Jesus is the reason for the season. Join us to celebrate

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
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Who’s Who at the Council
It can sometimes be difficult to decipher which authority
to contact for various queries related to Huntingdon. The
Town, District and County Council all have different areas
of responsibility, which are highlighted below. We hope

this guide proves helpful if you have any specific questions.
Should you wish to contact one of your Huntingdon Town
Councillors, their details are provided below. All Councillors
can be contacted by calling the office on 01480 411883.

East Ward Councillors:

West Ward Councillors:

North Ward Councillors:

Daryl Brown
Armands Dovans
Jay Dyne
Stuart Hassell
Bill Hensley
Jeremy Jacobs
Susan Mulcahy
Richard Valatka

Ann Blackwell
Tanya Forster
Sarah Gifford
Ben Manning
Steve McAdam
Brett Morrell
Tom Sanderson

Ann Beevor
LABOUR
Leedo George
LABOUR
Patrick Kadewere
LABOUR
Alan Lawrence CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE

Huntingdon Town Council is responsible for:
• Allotments
• Cemeteries and Closed
Churchyards
• Parks and Open Spaces*
• Children’s Play Areas
• Sports Facilities and
Recreational Grounds
• War Memorials
• The Town Hall
• The Medway Centre
• The KGV St Peters Road Depot

• Town Twinning
• Community Grant Awards
• Statutory Consultee for
Planning Matters
• Civic and Community Events
• Huntingdon Youth Town Council
• Community Newsletter –
Huntingdon
• The Cromwell Museum Building

Huntingdon District Council is responsible for:
• Rubbish Collection
• Street Cleaning
• Planning and Planning
Enforcement
• Housing
• Housing Improvement Grants
• Environmental Health
• Licensing
• Elections
• Parks and Open Spaces*

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

One Leisure Centre
Car Parks
Markets
CCTV
Tax Collection
Standards Board
Countryside Services
Building Control
Voluntary Sector
Public Conveniences

Cambridgeshire County Council is responsible for:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
Roads and Traffic
Footpaths
Libraries
Social Services

•
•
•
•
•

Park and Ride
Bus Passes
Recycling
Street Lighting
Trading Standards

HTC is also responsible for maintaining the
following Parks & Open Spaces: Victoria Square,
KGV Sapley Road, Hartford Garden of Rest,
Hartford Church Gardens, St Mary’s Church
Gardens, All Saint’s Church Gardens, St John
Closed Grounds, Bus Station Grounds, Sebastopol
Cannon Site, Castle Hills, Jubilee Park, Frenchs
Fields, KGV St Peters, Bloomfield Park, Coneygear
Park, Sallowbush II, & Town Sign Green.
Telephone 01480 411883 or visit
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

HDC is also responsible for maintaining the
following Parks & Open Spaces: Sapley Park,
Spring Common, Views Common, Hinchingbrooke
Country Park, Riverside Park, Riverside Meadows,
Hartford Wood & Sparrowhawk Way tree belt
Telephone 01480 388388 or visit
www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk

HDC is also responsible for maintaining the
following Parks & Open Spaces: Sapley Park,
Spring Common, Views Common, Hinchingbrooke
Country Park, Riverside Park, Riverside Meadows,
Hartford Wood & Sparrowhawk Way tree belt
Telephone 0345 0455200 or visit
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk

For a more detailed breakdown of the services provided by the three tiers of local government,
please visit www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/atoz

email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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The Mayor of Huntingdon’s
Christmas Message
Christmas is a very special time
for all of us – and sometimes for
many different reasons. It is a time
to spend with family and friends,
reflect on the year that has passed
and to plan for the New Year
ahead.
This is now my third year serving
as Mayor of Huntingdon. Since I
was re-elected, the past six months
have been equally as special as
my previous two years and I feel
honoured to have been a part of
so many tremendous events and
experiences in our local community.
I have been overwhelmed by the
level of community spirit and
partnership within Huntingdon and
feel privileged to represent you and
our town. I have had the pleasure
of meeting so many interesting,
friendly and passionate people
and have attended a wide range of
functions and events throughout
the year so far.

2015 has been a good year for
Huntingdon. We have enjoyed
celebrating milestones such as
Her Majesty the Queen becoming
Britain’s Longest Reigning
Monarch, the 450th Anniversary
of Hinchingbrooke School and
the 100th Birthday of one of
Huntingdon’s residents, Jack
Joliffe! Other memorable moments
throughout 2015 include the new
launch of the Huntingdon Carnival,
set to take place over the 13th and
14th August 2016, the introduction
of what hopefully will be
Huntingdon’s annual Polish Day and
meeting numerous youth groups to
teach them about the heritage of
Huntingdon and the history of the
Town Mayor!
A personal highlight for me during
the mayoral year is Remembrance
Sunday. The Service and Parade is
such a poignant and special moment
and Huntingdon should be proud of
how many hundreds of people join
together to commemorate the lost
lives of our brave men and women.
2016 will bring many opportunities
for Huntingdon and its people,

especially with the recent transfer
of the Cromwell Museum to
Huntingdon Town Council and our
ongoing efforts looking into how
we can serve our town to our best
ability. We need to ensure that we
capitalise on all opportunities, even
during these difficult economic
times, and we need to strive to
develop our local economy to the
best of our ability.
Christmas is a time for family and
I’m personally looking forward to
spending some quality time relaxing
with mine, but of course, Christmas
can also be difficult for people. It
can be a painful and sad time for
many families, particularly for those
who have suffered bereavement
over the past year. I would
encourage everyone to rally around
their family, friends and neighbours
and provide them with the help and
support that they need.
I want to wish all the townspeople
a very Merry Christmas and a
peaceful and prosperous New Year.
Councillor Bill Hensley
Mayor of Huntingdon

Mayor’s Chaplain’s Christmas Message
The Government has announced that the United
Kingdom will be taking up to 20,000 refugees from
camps in and around Syria over a certain period of
time. I mention this for two reasons. The first is that we
may well be asked to accommodate some people from
that part of the world here in Huntingdon; the second
is that Jesus, whose birthday we are about to celebrate,
was himself a refugee.
The bible tells us that soon after Jesus was born, his
parents took him to Egypt to escape from King Herod.
Herod felt threatened by Jesus because he had been
told that Jesus would grow up to be a King, and so
Herod was determined to get rid of him. Joseph,
Mary’s husband, was warned in a dream by an angel

and they managed to get away in time. Violence very
often stems from jealousy and the fear that comes with
feeling threatened.
Sometimes we feel threatened by people coming into
this country from abroad because we imagine that they
will eat up resources that should belong to us. We need
to have proper guidelines about this, but Christmas is
a time of generosity and goodwill and I hope and pray
that we can let go of any sense of threat and embrace
those who desperately need a new start in life and
even rejoice that people from other parts of the world
will enrich our society and be a source of blessing.
Reverend Andrew Milton
Mayor of Huntingdon’s Chaplain 2015/16

