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Introduction
1. This Statement has been prepared to accompany the Huntingdon Neighbourhood
Development Plan (“the Neighbourhood Plan”) under the Neighbourhood Planning
(General) Regulations 2012 (“the Regulations”). The relevant local planning authority is
Huntingdonshire District Council.
2. The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared by Huntingdon Town Council, a qualifying body,
(Section 38A(12) of the Planning and Compensation Act 2004) for the Neighbourhood Area
covering the Parish (Town) of Huntingdon, as designated by Huntingdonshire District
Council on 23 April 2015. The name of the neighbourhood area is the 'Huntingdon
Neighbourhood Area'. It does not relate to more than one neighbourhood area and there
are no other neighbourhood development plans in place within the neighbourhood area.
3. The Town Council established a Neighbourhood Plan Sub-Committee which is a working
group made up of Town Councillors and local residents to progress the Neighbourhood Plan.
It was agreed that the Neighbourhood Plan Sub-Committee would be the main decision
making body with additional input, support and scrutiny from the Elected Members of the
entire Town Council.
4. This Consultation Statement (hereafter ‘the report’) complies with Regulation 15(1)(b) of
the Regulations. The report includes the following information as required by Regulation
15(2)(a)-(d):
a) Details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed
neighbourhood development plan;
b) an explanation of how they were consulted;
c) a summary of the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and
d) a description of how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where
relevant, addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan.
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Consultation with the Local
Community
5. Since the designation of Huntingdon as a neighbourhood area, various elements of
continuous consultation has been undertaken regarding the future planning of the Town.
Initial consultation on early issues was undertaken in mid-2015, with further consultation
on issues then undertaken in early 2016.
6. Further consultation on issues took place through a series of community roadshows in early
2017. Keystone Marketing have been appointed to help out with the Huntingdon
Neighbourhood Plan, and work on a community engagement campaign.
7. Huntingdon Town Council runs a number of local services on behalf of the residents of the
Town. Huntingdon Town Council also produces a quarterly magazine, re-branded in
December 2015 as 'Huntingdon', it was previously known as ‘About Town’. This publication
is delivered freely to 10,000 homes in Huntingdon during the first week of March, June,
September and December. This magazine is an important communication tool between the
Town Council and local residents. Regular updates have been included in the magazine
throughout the production of the Neighbourhood Plan.

Consultation on Designation
8. A formal application was made by Huntingdon Town Council requesting that they be
recognised as a Neighbourhood Area for the purpose of producing a neighbourhood plan, in
accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012.
9. Huntingdonshire Town Council publicised this application to produce a Neighbourhood Plan
for a 4-week period during March/April 2015 and 10 comments were received. In response
to the application submitted by the Town Council, the District Council has acknowledged
that a neighbourhood plan area that reflects the Parish (Town) boundary would be a logical
and appropriate area for the preparation of a neighbourhood plan.
As such,
Huntingdonshire District Council designated the Parish (Town) of Huntingdon as a
neighbourhood area (as requested by the Town Council) on 23 April 2015. The name of the
neighbourhood area is the 'Huntingdon Neighbourhood Area'.
10. Huntingdonshire District Council undertook the necessary statutory consultation and made
the details available for comment via their website. Of the 10 comments submitted, 1
comment was deemed inadmissible as its contents did not relate to the consultation. There
were 2 comments in support including from Godmanchester Town Council. A total of 7
general comments were received including from Cambridgeshire Constabulary; the Wildlife
Trust; Natural England; and Gladman Developments.
11. The objection was received from Spittal Fields Holdings Ltd who have an interest in the
possible site allocation HU1: Ermine Street in the emerging Huntingdonshire Local Plan
review. Their concern related principally to the fact that this possible site allocation lies
partly within the Town boundary and partly in the Stukeley’s Parish boundary. They sought
the application for designation be rejected. After considering the representations, the law
and Government published advice, Huntingdonshire District Council approved the
application and designated the Neighbourhood Area.
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Consultation on Early Issues
12. The Town Council have undertaken an ongoing community engagement campaign, which
can be broken down into two phases: Early Issues and Issues. In June 2015 the Town Council
published the initial Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire which could be found on the Town
Council website and was published in the Town Newsletter. Responses were sought in the
form of completed questionnaires over June and July 2015 as part of the initial consultation
period.
13. In July 2015 a dedicated Facebook page was developed for the Neighbourhood Plan. An
analysis of the responses of the initial survey received in June-July 2015 were published in
August 2015. This questionnaire had set out to identify what people liked most about
Huntingdon and what concerns they may have.
14. During late 2015, Huntingdon Youth Town Council worked alongside the Huntingdon
Neighbourhood Plan to run a Gamer Bus Competition to help collect feedback on young
people's opinions of the town. Video game quizzes were distributed among local schools for
students to win a place on the bus. While attending the event, participants were asked to
fill in short Neighbourhood Plan surveys.
15. A summary of the consultation responses received during this early issues consultation is
set out in Appendix 1. The Neighbourhood Plan initial survey findings identified the issues
that are important to the local community. The Town Council considered it essential that
these were taken forward into the Neighbourhood Plan to ensure that it reflects the wishes
and aspirations of the community. Further consultation then built upon these early views
expressed by the local community.
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Consultation on Issues
16. The public launch of the Huntingdon Neighbourhood Plan took place at the Christmas Lights
Switch On event on 22 November 2015. A Neighbourhood Plan stall was set up on the market
square, asking residents to share their feedback to two questions – ‘what are your favourite
things about Huntingdon’, and ‘what do you think could be improved in Huntingdon.’
17. The main questionnaire for the Huntingdon
Neighbourhood Plan was published in the March
2016 issue of the Huntingdon newsletter.
Electronic copies were available to complete
online via the Town Council website, or to
download and print.
18. The Neighbourhood Plan Sub-Committee also
launched a logo design competition in March
2016. They asked students from primary schools
in Huntingdon to design a logo that shows
everyone what they love about Huntingdon. The
winner announced in April 2016 was Abigail from
Hartford Junior School. Abigail's design has been
turned into the logo that is now being used
throughout the campaign. She received an art
set, as well as a book voucher for her school.
19. Members appointed Keystone Marketing in the
summer of 2016 to help out with the Huntingdon
Neighbourhood Plan, and they began work on a
community engagement campaign that would
build on the feedback received from the questionnaires received over the past few months.
20. The feedback received from the Neighbourhood Plan questionnaires was compiled. Some
key themes that emerged were:
• reinvigorating the high street;
• protecting and enhancing green spaces; and
• traffic around the town.
21. This feedback was used to inform the
next stage of the community
engagement campaign, which would
then in turn inform the planning
policies that make up the completed
Neighbourhood Plan.
22. The
Neighbourhood
Plan
Subcommittee ran a stall at the
Huntingdon Christmas Lights Switch
On in November 2016 to 'relaunch' the
community engagement campaign.
They ran a 'name the teddy bear'
competition, as well as giving away
some Neighbourhood Plan freebies
and
gathering
feedback
from
residents.
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23. A series of eight community roadshows were held during February and March 2017 in order
to gain further engagement and input from local residents. Local residents had so far
provided their feedback through questionnaires and events. This feedback has been
compiled and summarised into seven key objectives, as set out below.
24. The community roadshows provided an important opportunity for those involved to let us
know whether they agreed with the seven areas identified and whether they should be
taken forward to form the framework of Huntingdon's Neighbourhood Plan.
25. These seven themes were:
1. Promote Huntingdon as a place of great potential for business investment, thus
providing increased employment opportunities to residents
The majority of residents felt either unsure whether there are, or certain that there were
not sufficient job opportunities within Huntingdon. Let's turn this around by promoting
Huntingdon as a place for businesses to invest. Many respondents highlighted the excellent
transport links Huntingdon can offer and its prime location, a huge selling point for
potential investors.
2. Ensure the residents are well
served by high quality retail and
community
facilities
within
Huntingdon centre
The shops within Huntingdon are
well used by residents, with many
residents citing shopping as a
common activity. However, it was an
also an area commonly mentioned as
being in need of improvement, with
45% of people describing the variety
of retail outlets in the town centre
as poor. There is a clear misfit here
between demand and supply. The Neighbourhood Plan can be used to set out a clear guide
about what retail units in the town centre are wanted by residents.
3. Promote tourism within Huntingdon
Residents have told us that they would like to see more on offer for tourists in Huntingdon.
Naturally, tourist attractions will also appeal to residents, so any development in
Huntingdon will provide
an
all-round
benefit.
Furthermore, a town that
is appealing to visitors will
also be attractive to
potential investors. The
Neighbourhood Plan will
guide thinking on the kind
of future developments
that will serve not only
the resident community,
but also visitors, who,
importantly, spend money
in Huntingdon.
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4. Ensure that the whole community is well provided for, younger and older, and
increase a positive sense of community
Families were felt to be well served by
leisure and community facilities, but
the young and older residents were
not. The Neighbourhood Plan in itself
can help to increase the sense of a
community spirit, but there needs to
be a more sustainable outcome. Future
planning considerations need to take
into account the needs of all of
Huntingdon residents, not just those
with families. Satisfying the needs of
all residents will help to raise
community spirit levels.
5. Protect and enhance our valuable
and well-loved green spaces
When we asked 'what is the best thing
about Huntingdon' the riverside area
and the green spaces were amongst
the most popular responses, with three
quarters of people rating these areas
as good or excellent. In this plan, we
can officially safeguard the future of
these green spaces and focus on
looking at how these assets can be
further enhanced. For example, you
also told us that you would like to see
more wildlife and conservation areas, and cycling trails. The Neighbourhood Plan will
ensure that these wishes are included within future planning proposals.
6. Ensure that the community can travel in and around Huntingdon using a transport
infrastructure that is fit for purpose
Huntingdon is a town with great transport connections, but they can also be a source of
frustration for the community. A third of residents use the car as their main form of
transport, but almost two thirds of residents travel either on foot, by bus or by bike. This
split highlights the importance of ensuring that the whole transport network is fit for
purpose. Car users want uncongested roads that are in good condition, and easily available
parking. While others want a reliable bus service, more cycle paths or safe pedestrian
routes.
7. To ensure that future housing developments are built with careful consideration to
the existing infrastructure
Our feedback found that most residents would prefer new housing developments outside
the current town boundaries. The Neighbourhood Plan will act as a guide to ensure there
is a clear plan in place for locating new developments.
26. Of these seven broad themes, the first six have been developed into policies within the
Huntingdon Neighbourhood Plan. The seventh theme relates to the future allocation of
land for housing which is a matter to be dealt with through the emerging Huntingdonshire
Local Plan 2036 which will be taken forward by Huntingdonshire District Council.
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Consultation on Pre-Submission
Draft (Regulation 14)
27. Consultation with statutory and other consultees took place over the statutory 6-week
period, from 23rd July 2018 until 3rd September 2018. Consultee details were obtained from
Huntingdonshire District Council. Consultation was also undertaken with local residents and
groups to find out if the draft plan addressed the issues raised in previous consultations.
28. This stage must comply with Regulation 14 of the Regulations, which is set out below.
Before submitting a plan proposal to the local planning authority, a qualifying body must—
(a) publicise, in a manner that is likely to bring it to the attention of people who live,
work or carry on business in the neighbourhood area—
(i) details of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan;
(ii) details of where and when the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan may
be inspected;
(iii) details of how to make representations; and
(iv) the date by which those representations must be received, being not less than 6 weeks
from the date on which the draft proposal is first publicised;
(b) consult any consultation body referred to in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 whose interests
the qualifying body considers may be affected by the proposals for a neighbourhood
development plan; and
(c) send a copy of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan to the local
planning authority.
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29. The pre-submission draft of the Neighbourhood Plan was available on the Huntingdon Town
Council website, and a link to this was added to the website’s homepage. The draft
associated supporting documents (Consultation Statement, Basic Conditions Statement,
SEA & HRA Screening Assessment and Evidence Base Document) were also published. Paper
copies of the draft were also available from the Town Council office.
30. The pre-submission consultation was publicised in the local press, on social media, and
through posters displayed in noticeboards around the town. Copies of the Pre-Submission
Consultation material can be found in Appendix 3.
31. All comments received during the consultation period were considered and various
amendments to the Neighbourhood Plan were made. The final post-submission draft of the
Neighbourhood Plan was approved by Members at the full Town Council meeting held on
3rd January 2019.
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Comments received during pre-submission consultation
The following section lists all the comments received during the pre-submission consultation period. It also includes a response from Huntingdon
Town Council, and where relevant, any amendments that were made to the Neighbourhood Plan. Some responses have been shortened to remove
content not related to the Neighbourhood Plan.
Comment - Resident
Policy BE3 Heritage Assets
I live on Hartford Road which falls within the Conservation Area and about which the Chequers Court Planning Brief 2010 stated:
“This road is the western edge of a calm island of planned Victorian residential development that lies within the Conservation Area. It has a
special character due to the unified nature of the buildings and the quality of the materials used. The grandest buildings within this area are
along Hartford Road…. Hartford Road is very busy with vehicle traffic and this traffic affects the attractiveness of this area” (p17)
Back in 2011/2012, I, alongside some of the other residents, asked the District Council to consider redirecting traffic from Hartford Road along
the new road which has been built to allow HCVs to deliver goods to the new shops. The District Council responded that although removing the
traffic was desirable, it was not something they could afford to do at that time.
Unfortunately, for some reason which I have yet been able to ascertain, the new road was built with a junction onto the ring road which is not
useable by HCVs, meaning that delivery lorries have to come back down Hartford Road rather than using the new road. In addition, the plan for
buses to use the new road, and for a bus stop to be put alongside it near Marks and Spencer, has never materialised so buses continue to come
down Hartford Road. I believe an increase in buses is part of the improved public transport strategy for the future.
With this in mind, I would like to see a desire to improve Hartford Road and other built/residential sections of Huntingdon’s Conservation Areas
highlighted in the Neighbourhood Plan.
Amendments Made
It is recognised that this is a problem area, but this would fall under Highways England and cannot be addressed through the Neighbourhood Plan.
The Neighbourhood Plan also cannot provide additional protection that is not already provided by the Consultation Area.
Paragraph 123 has been added, briefly outlining the issue and emphasising the importance of protecting conservation areas.
The wording of policy BE3 – Heritage Assets, paragraph 2 has been amended to include residential areas, in addition to open spaces and natural
features.

Huntingdon Neighbourhood Plan – Consultation Statement October 2018
Comment - Resident
I am writing to you to request that Stukeley Meadows Local Nature Reserve is designated as either a Local Green Space, or as an area of important
Green Infrastructure, within the Huntingdon Neighbourhood Plan.
As you will see from this link: http://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/leisure/parks-nature-reserves-and-green-spaces/stukeley-meadows-localnature-reserve/ it is listed on the Huntingdonshire District Council website within its ‘Parks, Nature Reserves and Green Spaces’ section. The link
clarifies that it is maintained by the Town Council and it details the many amenities within the site.
I attach a map, I have highlighted the area in red.
The area is accessed from various points, including various pathways accessed from the Stukeley Meadows estate, Wertheim Way, Stukeley Road,
Edison Bell Way (by Aldi) and Views Common (adjacent to the railway line), and serves a mix of residents, particularly those living in Stukeley
Meadows. I live at number 55 Stukeley Road; my property is adjacent to the site on 2 sides. I would be very happy to show you the area if you
would like to visit and see for yourself how important it is to the local community. The bicycle path gives access to the railway station, it joins
the public footpath leading to Hinchingbrooke (Hospital, School and Park) across Views Common; it is used by children of all ages due to the
variety of play areas, by walkers and runners wanting to avoid the main road traffic fumes, and by families enjoying picnics in the summer.
Can you help me please? I have no idea what the legal status of the land is, but I am anxious to ensure it remains green space for the community
into the future. As you will see from the map, Stukeley Meadows is a fairly densely built estate, this area is really the only community area
nearby where children (and teenagers) can safely play and families enjoy time together.
I have done a little research and from what I see, no developments are planned for that land within the Local Plan 2036 (I believe pages 117/118
refer). Also, I looked at the Landscape and Townscape Assessment (2007) which the various planning documents refer to and the final sentence
on Page 79 (Section 4) seems to me to support my request:
Planning and enhancement strategies should: “Promote opportunities for the enhancement of the Stukeley Meadows green space to improve
screening to Stukeley Road and provide increased opportunities for wildlife.”
Amendments Made
Huntingdon Town Council would support this area being designated as an Area of Important Green Infrastructure, to protect the site for leisure
and community use.
Stukeley Meadow Nature Reserve has been added to the list of Areas of Important Green Infrastructure under policy NE2 – Open Space and Green
Infrastructure.
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Comment – Anglian Water
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Huntingdon Draft Neighbourhood Plan consultation. The following comments are submitted on
behalf of Anglian Water.
I would be grateful if you could confirm that you have received this response.
It is noted that the Neighbourhood Plan includes a number of criteria based policies which are intended to be used in the determination of planning
applications within the Parish.
The emerging Huntingdonshire Local Plan includes a district wide policies relating to water recycling infrastructure (Policy LP6) and surface water
drainage (Policy LP16). As the development plan will be read as whole it is not considered necessary to include a similar policy in the
Neighbourhood Plan. Therefore we have no comments to make relating to the Draft Neighbourhood Plan.
Amendments Made
None
Comment – Godmanchester Town Council
Further to your email of 25 July seeking comments on the proposed Neighbourhood Plan for Huntingdon, Godmanchester Town Council wishes you
well with your ambitious aspirations for Huntingdon.
Amendments Made
None
Comment – St Ives Town Council
St Ives Town Council has no comment to make in connection with your planning Neighbourhood Plan
Amendments Made
None
Comment – Natural England
Natural England is a statutory consultee in neighbourhood planning and must be consulted on draft neighbourhood development plans by the
Parish/Town Councils or Neighbourhood Forums where they consider our interests would be affected by the proposals made.
Natural England welcomes policies NE1 – NE3 which seek to protect and enhance the natural environment, including Portholme Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) and Great Stukeley Railway Cutting Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), open space and green infrastructure.
We support the conclusions of the SEA and HRA Screening Report (July 2018) that the Huntingdon Neighbourhood Plan is unlikely to give rise to
significant environment effects, including adverse impacts to European sites.
For further information on issues and opportunities that should be considered when preparing a Neighbourhood Plan please see attached Annex.
Amendments Made
None

Huntingdon Neighbourhood Plan – Consultation Statement October 2018
Comment – Bidwells on behalf of Bloor Homes South Midlands and Narrowmine Properties Ltd
The draft Neighbourhood Plan does not include any specific housing policies. Instead, it states that “through the emerging Huntingdonshire Local
Plan, the Town Council will seek to ensure that housing is provided in the overall Huntingdon Spatial Planning Area which meets the needs of local
residents, including the provision of housing for first-time buyers and for the ageing population.”(page 56). We note the position taken. Our
client’s site is proposed for allocation within the emerging Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 and can provide a variety of housing to meet a
range of needs, such as those for first-time buyers and for the ageing population. We will continue to engage with the Town Council on the
detailed proposals for the site as they emerge alongside the evidence base.
Overall, we are supportive of the vision, objectives and draft policies of the HNP. We would recommend a minor change to the wording of the
following policies to ensure that they are sufficiently flexible and sound:
Policy NE2 Open Space and Green Infrastructure
The draft policy states that: “Where possible new areas of useable open space delivered as part of new development, should be provided within
central locations within the development site to ensure good accessibility. Elsewhere new areas of open space should be located at sites which
are accessible to the community it intends to serve.”
We suggest that the wording is amended to reflect the different typologies of open space as not all will be suited to a central location within new
developments. For example, sports pitches are one of the typologies of open space, and in the case of the Ermine Street allocation, are better
suited to a location on the fringes of new developments.
Policy NE3 - Setting of Huntingdon
The draft policy states: “New development, where supported by other plan policies, must be integrated into the streetscene and landscape
through design and the incorporation of suitable green buffers and the planting including trees…New development must be sufficiently screened
by new tree & hedgerow planting to maintain and where possible enhance current landscape views and rural character.
We suggest that the wording incorporates ‘edge or prominent locations’ within the policy text. as not all new developments, for example those
in town centre locations, or within development sites, will necessarily require green buffers and screening from new planting.
Amendments Made
Policy NE2 - Open Space and Green Infrastructure
Wording amended to add “…should be provided within central locations within the development to ensure good accessibility, unless it can be
demonstrated that the open space would be better suited to an alternative location on the development.”
Policy NE3 – Setting of Huntingdon
Wording amended to add “…where possible enhance current landscape views and rural character, unless it can be demonstrated that this is not
appropriate for the location.”
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Comment – Resident
The document is very wordy and long, and difficult to follow in places. It has what appear to be worthy statements, but is very short on real
actions.
The key to improving Huntingdon is to make the Town Centre more attractive for shopping and entertainment. This will only happen when it is
publically realised that the short-sighted preference to the new development round St Germain Street cannot flourish while the rest of the town
centre dies. The decline of the centre can only be reversed by having a whole town policy, and in particular by encouraging business on the High
Street, and ensuring freedom of movement around the town. Sooner or later even the owner of land round St Germain St will realise that their
prosperity depends on making Huntingdon as a whole more attractive to people and business.
Specific actions should include:
1) Open the "gate" by Wilkinsons which blocks off an old established right of way that was closed without public consultation or consent by Councils
acting against the public interest, and which inhibits movement around the rest of the town and hence inhibits its development.
2) Ensure that the area round the old Waitrose site and St Benedicts court is maintained as a commercial, entertainment or shopping area, and is
not allowed to be converted to housing, flats, retirement homes, etc, further isolating the bus station and the library.
3) Huntingdon seems to have had a surge in retirement accommodation, but the town facilities do not recognise this. Make a statement about
seating in the town by first reinstating the bench which was removed from outside British Heart Foundation, and then provide more seating.
4) The closure and lack of information about the Commemoration Hall shows that the "Trust" model has not worked. The hall used to bring huge
numbers of people into the town, who would then spend money here. While recognising the need for investment, closing it without a confirmed
plan for its development was nothing short of scandalous. The hall should be taken over by the Town Council and run for the benefit of the people
of Huntingdon, with a view to developing it and planning for it to be financially sustainable if possible, but always recognising the cost benefit it
has to the town as a whole.
5) The development of the St Germain St area was supposed to not result in a worsening of traffic on Hartford Road: it has got significantly worse,
especially with the number of heavy goods vehicles. Traffic turning the corner of St Mary's St and High St makes the "cycle path" outside St Mary's
Church unsafe to use. The only solution is what I recall was in the original proposals for the St Germain St development, which is to bring all the
service traffic in from the ring road by having a two way service road running from the multi-storey carpark to the new shops, and blocking access
via Trinity Place.
6) Further, Hartford Rd inside the ring road is already overloaded with traffic during the late afternoon and this can only be worsened by the
proposal to allow traffic from the current A14 road to turn right from the proposed Mill Common junction and access St Mary's St. Hartford Rd
also suffers from speeding in the evening, and should have a width restriction and speed control measures: the fire engines are able to get back
to the fire station directly from the ring road.
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7) The lack of toilet facilities is also of concern. Although to a certain extent, this is a National problem, there should be a scheme under which
shops with appropriate facilities should be encouraged to advertise that their toilets are freely available for public use, possibly with a small
reduction in the cost of their rates.
8) Huntingdon certainly cannot be described as cycle friendly. In particular Hartford Rd beyond the end of the cycle way near Hunters Down care
home is far too dangerous to cycle on. Huntingdon (and Godmanchester) needs a complete review of cycle access. One improvement could be
the marking of a cycle lane down the centre of the High St, so that people are encouraged to access the town by bike, and school children are
encouraged to cycle to school rather than depending on parents to drive them.
9) The reinvigorating of the market has been a success, and while I'm not sure what incentives have been used, are there options to use similar
incentives on the High St and St Benedict's Court?
10) For somewhere with the population of Huntingdon, there is very little in the way of evening entertainment to bring people into town - we
don't even have an Indian Restaurant now. Is there a way of encouraging food & entertainment in the town centre to boost the night-time
economy?
11) Any further loss of green space within the town such as happened at Spring Common must be resisted.
Amendments Made
The draft has been significantly edited to cut down the length and remove unnecessary ‘wordiness’
1) No amendments – this is not something to be addressed through planning policies
2) Policy TC3 – St Benedict’s Court added to support the regeneration of St Benedict’s Court as a retail area
3) This is covered under Policy TC2 – Public Realm
4) No amendments – this is not something to be addressed through planning policies, but the Commemoration Hall is listed under community
assets to be protected under Policy TL4 - Protection of Community Assets.
5) No amendments – this is not something to be addressed through planning policies
6) No amendments – this is not something to be addressed through planning policies, but paragraph 134 has been added to note that Huntingdon
Town Council would support improvements to the Ring Road system.
7) No amendments – this is not something to be addressed through planning policies
8) No amendments. Policy TT1 – Sustainable Transport notes support for maximising cycling. Cycling infrastructure improvements is also
highlighted as a CIL priority in paragraph 137.
9) Policy TC3 – St Benedict’s Court supports the use of ‘pop-up shops’ in the area
10) Policy TL2 – Leisure and Community Facilities has been amended to include support for facilities that positively contribute to the night-tiem
economy in the town
11) No amendments. Protection for important green spaces already included under Natural, Built and Historic Environment section.
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Comment – Pegasus Group on behalf of Linden Homes Strategic Land
Linden Homes supports the Town Council’s ambition to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan. Neighbourhood Plans can provide an important level of
detail and local insight which can help in guiding development and identifying the infrastructure priorities for the town. The Vision set out within
the Neighbourhood Plan is reflective of the challenges and opportunities for Huntingdon, which include the potential of its impressive historic
environment; the need to attract new investment, retail and leisure uses into the town centre; and the need to ensure that transport infrastructure
meets the needs of its users. The Objectives provide a framework for achieving these goals – particularly Objective A, which seeks increased
levels of investment in the town. The Neighbourhood Plan also makes specific reference to the Sports Hub proposals which will deliver a significant
improvement in the quality and quantity of sporting facilities compared with the current Jubilee Park.
Linden Homes acknowledges that the Neighbourhood Plan does not itself seek to allocate sites, in the context of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan
which is coming forward at the same time. Nevertheless, it is important to note the role that new development can play in supporting the
regeneration and the continuing success of Huntingdon’s town centre, and in supporting the provision of local facilities more generally. The
Neighbourhood Plan recognises this at page 56 which expresses support for development north of the A141. Linden Homes consider it would be
helpful for the Neighbourhood Plan to include a plan identifying the land in question. This will provide clarity to any interested party as to the
location of this preferred direction for growth.
In this context, Linden Homes wish to highlight the significant benefits which can come forward through the development of land at Lodge Farm,
to the north of the A141 (masterplan enclosed). These include:
• The delivery of 4,000 new homes, including affordable housing. It is noted that the last significant development in Huntingdon came forward on
sites allocated in the 2002 Local Plan. It is important that new homes can continue to come forward in Huntingdon to improve the choice,
availability and affordability of housing.
• Economic benefits through the construction of the scheme, and household expenditure of new residents. Some of this will be spent in Huntingdon
itself where shops and leisure services are close to hand; this will support the regeneration and enhancement of the town centre and its retail
and leisure offer.
• Provision of land to facilitate the delivery of the Sports Hub, in a way that complements the Town Council’s ambitions for their new facility at
Jubilee Park.
• Creation of a Travel Hub which can support local aspirations for a ‘Park and Ride’ and facilitate transport interchange with the Cambridgeshire
Guided Busway (this is also a project identified in the Long Term Transport Strategy).
• Potential re-routing of the A141, which will separate local and long-distance traffic and in doing so, relieve congestion on the existing road
network.
• Provision of a substantial amount of landscaped public open space around the site, with associated ecological, leisure and health benefits.
• Delivery of new community facilities within the development itself such as education, healthcare and community uses.
As this list demonstrates, development at Land at Lodge Farm can help achieve significant benefits which will support the ambitions and objectives
of the Neighbourhood Plan. Recognition of the benefits of future growth at page 59 is therefore welcomed and should be incorporated into the
final version of the Neighbourhood Plan.
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Linden Homes Strategic Land looks forward to engaging further with Huntingdon Town Council, Huntingdonshire District Council, and the
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority, to help bring forward sustainable development at Land at Lodge Farm. We would be
grateful if we could be informed of future consultations and the Neighbourhood Plan’s examination in due course.
Amendments Made
Paragraph 12 – map added to illustrate land north of the A141 where HTC would support additional development.
Comment – Resident
I picked out the comment in the document:
“Residents have told us that they would like to see more on offer for tourists in Huntingdon. Naturally, tourist attractions will also appeal to
residents, so any development in Huntingdon will provide an all-round benefit. Furthermore, a town that is appealing to visitors will also be
attractive to potential investors.”
And also under objectives:
“Promote tourism within Huntingdon. A town that is appealing to visitors will also be attractive to potential investors.“
However, with all the comments on promoting various things, and a commitment to improve existing community facilities and green spaces, there
is little, or actually as far as I could see no mention of the strength of the arts in Huntingdon.
Obviously, I am coming from a theatrical angle to start with, and we have a hugely strong theatrical tradition now in Huntingdon. Two of the
nominations for the National Operatic and Dramatic Association (NODA) award for best play in the Eastern Region District 1 for 2017 were from
Huntingdon. Shakespeare at The George coming a close second to eventual winners Huntingdon Drama Club.
Shakespeare at The George will celebrate 60 years of performing at The George next year, and annually now perform to about 2,400 people every
summer. That’s 10% of the Huntingdon population I believe, if they were purely from Huntingdon, but although the vast majority are from
Huntingdonshire, actually we get people travelling in from far and wide to see our productions. Huntingdon Drama Club are also beginning to sell
out all their productions, as did SaTG in The Parlour last year. Then there is Huntingdon Youth Theatre and Spotlight Productions for the younger
talent, and various excellent dance schools such as Wendy Burke’s “Generations Dance Academy”.
And let’s not forget the music in Huntingdon. Not just the performers in the pubs and clubs, but Hunts Phil Orchestra and Choir, Huntingdon Male
Voice Choir, Tapestry Singers to name but a few.
All of these groups add to the appeal in Huntingdon, and we need to ensure that there is a home for them to perform in. The PAC is great, but
expensive, and with the closure of the Commemoration Hall a lot of these groups are reliant on finding alternative venues.
Amendments Made
Page 27, paragraph 97 added to emphasise the strength of the arts in Huntingdon. Policy TL4 – Protection of Community Assets also seeks to
protect venues used by arts groups.
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Comment – Resident
Policy BE3 Heritage Assets
I live on Hartford Road which falls within the Conservation Area and about which the Chequers Court Planning Brief 2010 stated… “Hartford Road
is very busy with vehicle traffic and this traffic affects the attractiveness of this area” (p17). Too right it does, though the sentence should have
read ‘this traffic has a deleterious affect on the attractiveness of the area and the health and well-being of its denizens’!
We all thought that, with the development of the former Chequers court site, we would be getting some relief from this problem. Instead, the
‘relief’ road that was to take buses (and taxis?) and HGVs down by Marks and Spencer’s and the multi-storey car park is almost completely unused
and our traffic problems in Hartford Road, therefore, are unresolved. Almost unused, that is, except by the odd private car observed to violate
the NO ENTRY signs after the turn into the private driveway of the social housing complex just before the Montagu Club.
Now, whilst the private roadway serving the backs of houses below the Montagu Club is an issue, I believe it could be part of the solution if it
could be accessed from the relief road (opposite the corner of the car park) and marked STRICTLY NO ENTRY except for Residents. Then, all that
would be needed is the compulsory purchase (if necessary) of a corner of the ATS site to get the curvature needed (for HGVs and buses) in the
relief road and in the parallel private road, whilst reconsidering and reconfiguring the access to ATS.
If that is not possible, then the NO ENTRY signs by M&S should be removed and private cars permitted to exit the town centre via this roadway –
that way we might achieve at least a modicum of relief.
Amendments Made
It is recognised that this is a problem area, but this would fall under Highways England and cannot be addressed through the Neighbourhood Plan.
The Neighbourhood Plan also cannot provide additional protection that is not already provided by the Consultation Area.
Paragraph 123 has been added, briefly outlining the issue and emphasising the importance of protecting conservation areas.
The wording of policy BE3 – Heritage Assets, paragraph 2 has been amended to include residential areas, in addition to open spaces and natural
features.
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Comment – Resident
Paragraphs 143 and 144 are already out-of-date and the general public may be unaware of the consequences for Huntingdon of the latest version
of the Highways England proposals. The plan shown on page 43 does not enable the public to comment intelligently and constructively on this
very important development which will materially affect all residents seeking to enter Huntingdon from the west. This will particularly affect
residents in the Hinchingbrooke Park area and also from Brampton, Buckden and other villages to the west.
At the most recent round of 'public information exhibitions', Highways England produced plans which differ from those on which they originally
consulted some time ago. The link from the de-trunked A14 to the ring road will take a different line; the de-trunked A14 adjacent to the railway
station will use the space currently used as a car park and a new forecourt will be designed for the railway station. Most of those will broadly be
acceptable to the public.
What they will not be aware of from the information given in this draft Neighbourhood Plan is that there is likely to be a huge traffic jam from
and to the junction of Brampton Road and Edison Bell Way west towards Hinchingbrooke. This is already a problem between 8 and 9.30 a.m. but
even more so from 3.30 to 6 p.m. when the traffic queue along Hinchingbrooke Park Road often stretches right back to the hospital and the queue
along Huntingdon Road goes back to Brampton.
The 'new link road' referred to at the end of paragraph 143 will not in fact be from Brampton Road but from Hinchingbrooke Park Road some 50
metres from where that road joins Brampton Road. Highways England intend to put traffic lights in at that junction but this will not reduce the
volume of traffic. Some traffic will take a left turn and go up the new Views Common Road to the de-trunked A14, but other traffic will also come
in that way, thus adding to the congestion.
The junction of Views Common Road with Hinchingbrooke Park Road will be immediately outside the main entrance of one of the biggest
comprehensive schools in the country and is also at the exit for the police and fire staff. In addition the road is used by ambulances.
I would urge the Town Council to give this matter its most urgent attention, through whichever is the most appropriate committee.
As far as the Neighbourhood Plan itself is concerned, what is proposed by Highways England is clearly incompatible with objective D on page 53.
Amendments Made
The Neighbourhood Plan cannot affect the A14 improvement works as this is already underway. The information on the A14 scheme is in line with
what has been published on the Highways England website. It is acknowledged in paragraph 131 that it is likely updates to the Neighbourhood
Plan will be required on completion of the A14 improvements to take into account the changes brought about by the project.
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Comment – Historic England
Your Neighbourhood Plan Area includes the Huntingdon and Hartford Conservation Areas, and contains a large number of designated heritage
assets including six Scheduled Monuments including Huntingdon Bridge, and 124 listed buildings, of which fourteen are of very high significance
and listed Grade I or II*. It is important that the strategy you put together for your area safeguards those elements of your neighbourhood area
that contribute to the significance of those assets. This will ensure that they can be enjoyed by future generations of the area and make sure
your plan is in line with the requirements of national planning policy, as found in the National Planning Policy Framework. The conservation officer
at Huntingdonshire District Council the best placed person to assist you in the development of the Plan with respect to the historic environment
and can help you to consider and clearly articulate how a strategy can address the area’s heritage assets, but we offer some general comments
and guidance below.
We strongly welcome the production of this neighbourhood plan, and in particular the clear focus on the conservation of Huntingdon’s rich and
diverse historic environment expressed in the Vision, on page 17.
The NPPF (paragraphs 124 - 127) emphasises the importance placed by the government on good design, and this section sets out that planning
(including Neighbourhood Plans) should, amongst other things, be based on clear objectives and a robust evidence base that shows an
understanding and evaluation of an area, in this case Huntingdon. The policies of neighbourhood plans should also ensure that developments in
the area establish a strong sense of place, and respond to local character and history by reflecting the local identity of the place - for instance
through the use of appropriate materials, and attractive design. With this in mind, we would recommend that Objective C is strengthened to
include the historic environment, and suggest that its wording is altered to “Ensure that the local distinctiveness of the natural, built and historic
environments of Huntingdon is conserved and, where possible, enhanced”. We would also suggest that the objective should be supported by a
bullet point setting out to “Ensure that future developments in Huntingdon are sympathetic to its unique character and rich history, reinforcing
and underpinning its sense of place”.
We recommend that the Natural and Built Environment section on p33 is retitled ‘Natural, Built and Historic Environment’ to reflect the equal
importance placed on these three elements by national planning policy, and to better reflect the content of this section of the plan.
We welcome the sub-section dealing with heritage assets, but suggest that this could be retitled ‘Historic Environment’ to reflect national planning
policy terminology. We also recommend that ‘ancient’ is removed from ‘Scheduled Ancient Monument’, again to reflect current usage and the
terminology found in the NPPF.
As you are aware, the current alignment of the A14 is due to be closed, with the Huntingdon viaduct closed and demolished. This in itself will be
a considerable benefit to Huntingdon’s townscape and will markedly enhance the appearance of the conservation area. The removal of the
viaduct, and the downgrading of the road, offers a once in a generation opportunity to effect positive change to the heat of Huntingdon, potentially
allowing the relationship between the historic core of the town and the landscape to the south to be re-imagined and enhanced. We strongly
recommend that the neighbourhood plan fully engages with this opportunity to set the framework and direction for the changes that the relocation
of the A14 will bring, in particular with a view to reintegrating this area with Huntingdon’s historic environment, knitting the formerly severed
sections of the townscape back together into a more coherent whole. This is particularly with reference to the discussion of these issues on
paragraphs 138-144 of the neighbourhood plan.
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We welcome policy BE3 - Heritage Assets, in particular the inclusion of reference to the archaeological interest of any development sites. We
suggest that the first paragraph is reworded slightly to include protection for all types of heritage asset - not just listed buildings - and to reflect
the balanced approach that national policy takes: “Applications […] will be required to demonstrate that the proposal avoids harm to the
significance of any heritage assets potentially affected. Where harm is considered to be unavoidable, the proposals should demonstrate how that
harm has been appropriately mitigated. Any harm remaining will require a clear and convincing justification”.
We would highlight that the government’s National Planning Practice Guidance <https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2> on
neighbourhood planning is also clear that, where relevant, Neighbourhood Plans need to include enough information about local heritage to guide
local authority planning decisions and to put broader strategic heritage policies from the local authority’s local plan into action but at a
neighbourhood scale. Your Neighbourhood Plan is therefore an important opportunity for a community to develop a positive strategy for the area's
locally important heritage assets that aren't recognised at a national level through listing or scheduling. If appropriate this should include enough
information about local non-designated heritage assets, including sites of archaeological interest, locally listed buildings, or identified areas of
historic landscape character. Your plan could, for instance, include a list of locally important neighbourhood heritage assets, (e.g. historic
buildings, sites, views or places of importance to the local community) setting out what factors make them special. These elements can then be
afforded a level of protection from inappropriate change through Policy BE3, the remit of which can be expanded to include non-designated
heritage assets as well as statutorily designated heritage assets such as listed buildings.. We refer you to our guidance on local heritage listing for
further information: HE Advice Note 7 - local listing: <https://www.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/local-heritage-listingadvice-note-7> .
The plan could also include consideration of any Grade II listed buildings or locally-designated heritage assets which are at risk or in poor condition,
and which could then be the focus of specific policies aimed at facilitating their enhancement. We would refer you to our guidance on writing
effective neighbourhood plan policies, which can be found here: <https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/plan-making/improve-yourneighbourhood/policy-writing/>
You can also use the neighbourhood plan process to identify any potential Assets of Community Value in the neighbourhood area. Although your
plan discusses the protection of Community Assets on page 31, it does not specifically take the opportunity to designate any Assets of Community
Value (ACV). These can include things like local public houses, community facilities such as libraries and museums, or again green open spaces.
Often these can be important elements of the local historic environment, and whether or not they are protected in other ways, designating them
as an ACV can offer an additional level of control to the community with regard to how they are conserved. There is useful information on this
process on Locality’s website here: <http://mycommunity.org.uk/take-action/land-and-building-assets/assets-of-community-value-right-tobid/>. We would strongly recommend that, to support the aims of Policy TL3, you consider identifying and designating ACV as appropriate.
As you are aware, communities that have a neighbourhood plan in force are entitled to claim 25% of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds
raised from development in their area. The Localism Act 2011 allows this CIL money to be used for the maintenance and on-going costs associated
with a range of heritage assets including, for example, transport infrastructure such as historic bridges, green and social infrastructure such as
historic parks and gardens, civic spaces, and public places. We welcome the intention to spend CIL on public realm improvements, given the
significant enhancements this can bring to the quality of the historic environment. In addition, Historic England strongly recommend that the
community identifies any additional ways in which CIL can be used to facilitate the conservation of the historic environment, heritage assets and
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their setting, and sets this out in the neighbourhood plan. More information and guidance on this is available from Locality, here:
<https://mycommunity.org.uk/resources/community-infrastructure-levy-neighbourhood-planning-toolkit/>
Further information and guidance on how heritage can best be incorporated into Neighbourhood Plans has been produced by Historic England,
including on evidence gathering, design advice and policy writing. Our webpage contains links to a number of other documents which your forum
might find useful in helping to identify what it is about your area which makes it distinctive, and how you might go about ensuring that the
character of the area is protected or improved through appropriate policy wording and a robust evidence base. The guidance document available
to download also provides useful links to exemplar neighbourhood plans that may provide you with inspiration for your own. This can be found
here: <http://www.historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/plan-making/improve-your-neighbourhood/>
The following general guidance also published by Historic England may also be useful to the plan forum in preparing the neighbourhood plan, or
considering how best to develop a strategy for the conservation and management of heritage assets in the area. It may also be useful to provide
links to some of these documents in the plan:
HE Advice Note 2 - making changes to heritage assets: <https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/making-changes-heritageassets-advice-note-2/>
HE Good Practice Advice in Planning 3 - the setting of heritage assets: <https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa3-settingof-heritage-assets/>
Although there are none included at present, if you are considering including Site Allocations for housing or other land use purposes in your
neighbourhood plan, we would recommend you review the following two guidance documents, which may be of use:
HE Advice Note 3 - site allocations in local plans: <https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/historic-environment-and-siteallocations-in-local-plans>
HE Advice Note 8 - Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment :
books/publications/sustainability-appraisal-and-strategic-environmental-assessment-advice-note-8/>

<https://historicengland.org.uk/images-

We recommend the inclusion of a glossary containing relevant historic environment terminology contained in the NPPF, in addition to details
about the additional legislative and policy protections that heritage assets and the historic environment in general enjoys.
Finally, we should like to stress that this advice is based on the information provided by Huntingdon Town Council in your correspondence of 20
July 2018. To avoid any doubt, this does not reflect our obligation to provide further advice on or, potentially, object to specific proposals which
may subsequently arise as a result of the proposed neighbourhood plan, where we consider these would have an adverse effect on the historic
environment.
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Amendments Made
Wording on Objective C amended as suggested
Natural and Built Environment section retitled to Natural, Built and Historic Environment
Heritage Assets subsection retitled to Historic Environment
‘Ancient’ removed from references to ‘Scheduled Ancient Monuments’
It is acknowledged in paragraph 131 that it is likely updates to the Neighbourhood Plan will be required on completion of the A14 improvements
to take into account the changes brought about by the project.
Policy BE3 – Heritage Assets reworded as suggested
We have opted not to formally designate Assets of Community Value in this version of the Neighbourhood Plan, but Policy TL4 – Protection of
Community Assets has been amended to list specific community assets to be protected.
Comment – Huntingdonshire District Council
Overall Comments
The document header states that the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) is a February 2018 version, obviously it’s too late to change it for this document
but it would avoid confusion if the correct date is inserted on the next iteration of the NP.
Paragraph 2 emphasises how the NP is a true community led plan. However, throughout the NP there are references to what the Town Council
want to see/ consider/ achieve etc eg paras 67, 82, 90, 102. Alternative phrasing emphasising the community’s role in shaping the aspirations of
these and other paragraphs may better demonstrate the community credentials of the NP.
Overall many of the policies add little more specific guidance to the policies of the proposed submission Local Plan. To ensure the town gets the
maximum value out of the effort of producing a NP it would be improved by being more specific about the goals that you want to see under each
policy heading and more focused policies to help you achieve those goals.
Detailed Comments
Plan reference
Comment
Para 5-6
This section will need a complete refresh to reflect the new National Planning Policy Framework that was published in July 2018.
Para 13-17
The paragraph numbering jumps here as there are no paragraphs 14, 15 or 16. All subsequent paragraphs will need renumbering.
Para 13-26
The whole of this section is likely to become obsolete around the time the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) reaches examination. To avoid the
need for substantial modifications it may be simpler to reduce this section substantially. All it needs to say is that the NP needs to be in
general conformity with the strategic policies of the development plan prepared by Huntingdonshire District Council as the local
planning authority and Cambridgeshire County Council as the minerals and waste planning authority.
If this section is retained para 23 needs to be updated as submission was achieved in March 2018 and the proposed submission local plan
(LP) is currently undergoing examination in public.

Para 47

This could be supplemented with a positive message about the completion of the new retail units at ‘Chequers Shopping Centre’ which
has helped to address the shortage of fashion and footwear retailers.
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Para 52

Para 54 (Table
following)
Para 56
Para 57
Para 61
Policy E1

Policy E3
and Para 71

Para 76
Para 77
Para 79-82 and
para 83

Policy TC2

Para 84

This states that a third of residents use the car as their main form of transport but almost two thirds of residents travel on foot, bus or
bike. It would be helpful if the source of this was clarified and whether it only relates to the transport mode for journeys within
Huntingdon or all journeys as car ownership levels would indicate a far higher car usage rate.
Policy TL2 needs ‘Sports’ added to its title.
Policy TT2 needs to be added.
This is going to date rapidly and is not consistent with para 37.
The jobs growth figures quoted are incorrect. The draft LP states 14,400 for 2011- 2036.
Neighbourhood Plan should be in the singular.
Para 2 of the policy could be open to very wide interpretation. Are you actually happy to support the change of use of existing
employment sites to any other use, eg for housing, only on the condition that there are no adverse amenity or transport impacts?
Although Policy E1 is not required to be consistent with the draft Lp policy LP19 Established Employment Areas as this is not defined as a
strategic policy it might be helpful to you to refer to this if your aim is actually to limit alternative uses to those which would generate
employment.
There is clear overlap between policies E1 and E3 regarding change of use or redevelopment of existing employment sites or premises.
This needs to be clarified to ensure there is no internal conflict between policies of your NP. It may be helpful to consider use of more
specific terminology such as ‘redevelopment’ or ‘re-use’.
Consideration should be given to para 121 of the NFFP 2018 to ensure consistency between it and the requirement for marketing for
alternative uses.
If you retain this and wish to specify a particular period this would be better set out in the policy rather than para 71.
This grouping might be better described as retail provision outside the town centre as a number of the areas/ shops listed are not ‘edge
of town’. For completeness Stukeley Road Retail Park (Homebase, Halfords etc) should be included.
Check for consistency with NPPF 2018 para 85.
There is some repetition, particularly between para 79 and 82. The section might flow better if para 82 followed directly on from a
revised para 79.
Para 81 states a problem and links to the second part of para 83. Para 83 would be better placed prior to Policy TC2 as it also relates to
the public realm; this would be consistent in style with all other policies where text is set out prior to the policy.
The policy would benefit from greater clarity regarding the geographical area to which it relates. Confusion arises from whether it is the
whole area within the ring road, only the defined town centre which excludes some of this or whether as para 2 implies it is all public
realm improvements across the whole of Huntingdon.
The policy would benefit from firmer guidance on what proposals might do to address the problems with St Germain Street identified in
para 81.
The final paragraph contains a definition which cannot be used to determine a planning application and so should be removed to the
supporting text.
The last sentence does not relate well to the rest of the paragraph. It would be better combined with para 85 with the whole then
relocated to follow para 86 so that all text relating to car parking it together.
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Para 87
Policy TC3

Para 90
Policy TC4

Para 91
Policy TC5

Para 97
Para 99
Para 102

Policy TL1

There appears to be some inconsistency between the third sentence of this and para 52 in terms of the importance of car access to the
town centre which would benefit from greater clarity.
The section is headed ‘Car parking and public transport’ and para 87 refers to sustainable transport modes including public transport,
walking and cycling.
To ensure consistency with national policy it would be beneficial for the policy itself to provide support for public transport, walking and
cycling as well as just addressing car parking within the town centre. The whole might helpfully be retitled ‘Car parking and sustainable
travel’.
Paragraph 3 should be clarified to state that it relates only to public and on-street parking provision; at present it would be applied to
private parking eg for residential properties and require them to make their parking available for short-stay use.
The final paragraph contains a definition which cannot be used to determine a planning application and so should be removed to the
supporting text.
The defined town centre actually contains little housing as it excludes the main residential areas within the ring road. The first sentence
should be omitted.
The final criterion does not follow on logically from the introductory sentence and would read better as a free-standing paragraph.
The policy as a whole adds very little to proposed submission Local Plan policy LP22. As the district’s most important retail centre
perhaps more Huntingdon specific nuances could be added to it.
For consistency with para 75 the neighbourhood centre at Cromwell Drive should be included.
The section is entitled ‘Local Neighbourhood Shopping’ but para 92 defines a far wider range of services and community facilities. It
would be helpful if the headings and text were more consistent.
Other than specific reference to retailing at petrol filling stations the policy adds nothing to Local Plan policy LP23 which would address
this anyway. (See further comments on policy TL3.)
For consistency with national guidance all policies should be written in a positive form indicating what development will be permitted
unless this is absolutely unavoidable. The phrase ‘will be resisted’ should be deleted from the first sentence both because it is negative
and because it is superfluous given the following phrase setting out what would be supported.
The last element of paragraph two appears to duplicate the first element of the same paragraph.
Explanation of the acronym KGV would be helpful.
Some inconsistency between the definition of community facilities in para 99 to that in para 91. It might be helpful if the two sections
were more discrete.
As the introduction to policy TL1 this is extremely brief. It would be useful to indicate why the tourism role of Huntingdon should be
developed, what you hope to achieve by doing so, what particular aspects of tourism you wish to support in Huntingdon and then to
ensure the policy will support proposals that help you to achieve those aspirations.
The policy refers to ‘holiday accommodation’; it would be helpful if the precise uses were clarified – is this meant to cover hotels, selfcatering cottages, camping and caravanning sites etc? The NPPF defines hotels are as a main town centre use so they should be focused
in the town centre as first preference.
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Para 109

Para 111

Para 112
Policy TL2
Policy TL3

Para 117
Policy NE1

Para 122
Policy NE2
Para 129-130
Policy BE1
Para 137

It is difficult to understand the guidance in the second paragraph of this policy with respect of what development it applies to and
where. The following alternative wording may be an appropriate substitute:
‘Proposals for new tourism development outside the existing built up area of the town will be supported where:
• The location is well-related to the existing built up area
• Safe pedestrian, cycle and vehicular access can be achieved to the existing built up area
• The proposed development will not have a detrimental impact on character or amenity of the immediate surroundings,
nor of the wider area
Proposals for visitor accommodation will not be supported outside the existing built up area of the town.’
It would be helpful to have an explanation of why this is not put forward as an allocation in the NP, eg it involves land outside the
approved NP area or whatever the reason is. Without this the NP Examiner will be left wondering why you did not take this opportunity
to help deliver your proposal.
The first phrase could be deleted to focus the para specifically on Coneygear Park. As with para 109 an explanation of why you are not
pursuing an allocation to help you deliver the Community Building would be beneficial or addition of an allocation to do so setting out
what type and scale of building you are looking for, precisely where you want it to be etc.
This might be more appropriately located in Section 2 of the NP as it relates to the management of spaces rather than land use planning.
This policy adds nothing to national or local guidance. It might usefully be replaced with a far more specific policy relating to the projects
you want to deliver.
This adds nothing to proposed submission Local Plan policy LP23.
The second paragraph requires effective marketing to be demonstrated ‘in all cases’. This should be limited to commercial assets such as
public houses but is not realistically achievable for many other assets.
It would flow better if both references to statutory designations on Portholme were in the same sentence rather than separated by a
sentence concerned with Great Stukeley railway cutting.
The revised list of local green spaces is fine.
Paragraph 2 does not provide clear locally specific guidance. It needs to be replaced with elements that relate to consideration of
planning proposals that would affect the designated local green spaces and indicate what would be acceptable. Paras 143-147 of the
NFFP 2018 will provide assistance in preparing this.
The map following para 124 identifies areas of important green infrastructure. It would be helpful if text were incorporated into para 122
or a new para following it providing an explanation of why these 5 areas were selected and what your aspirations for them are.
Paragraph 5 is very stringent and not consistent with local policies; it could be deleted as it adds nothing to the Local Plan’s
requirements. If retained ‘must’ should be softened to ‘should’ or allowance made for off-site provision if on-site cannot be achieved.
NPPF references will need to be updated.
The first sentence of para 129 does not quite make sense.
Suggest the first sentence is slightly modified to say:
‘..and the surrounding landscape as appropriate to the scale and form of development proposed.’
Scheduled Ancient Monuments should be referred to as just Scheduled Monuments now.
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Policy BE3

Policy TT1

Para 150

Policy INF1
Glossary

Para 164 – Land
at Castle Hills
Section 2

Paragraph 2 should also make reference to the Hartford conservation Area.
Paragraph 3 ‘sites’ should be replaced with ‘heritage assets’.
Last sentence of paragraph 3 is very onerous; developments are often permitted provided appropriate investigation and recording is
made of archaeological assets.
The last sentence of the first paragraph cannot really be applied to a planning application decision, not does its main focus directly relate
to sustainable travel. It might be better used if it were made into a separate policy focused on supporting mixed use development
within the Employment and Investment chapter.
Reference to the 2012 CIL Charging Schedule and Developer Contributions SPD will date rapidly as these are expected to be reviewed as
soon as the Local Plan to 2036 is adopted. It may be better to delete para 150 and add a final sentence to para 149 saying the
Huntingdonshire has been a CIL charging authority since 2012.
This is not a policy which could be used to help determine a planning application. It could be moved to a separate Appendix or to Section
2 of the NP. Para 151 could then be supplemented with a single sentence stating that the list of priorities can be found in…
The Glossary terms have clearly been copied from the NPPF 2012 so should all be checked against the NPPF 2018 for any amendments.
A number of terms listed in the glossary are not actually used in the NP so should be deleted, eg Renewable and low carbon energy,
Inclusive design.
The description refers to a Scheduled Ancient Monument; this should be termed as a Scheduled Monument.

Section 2 seems to add very little to the NP; most of the text has already been said elsewhere in the NP; the community aspirations are
reflected through the main NP and there are no specific non-land use planning projects identified to help deliver the aspirations.
It may be worth considering what value this section adds to the NP. If retained it would be helpful if it were far more specific in
identifying what is necessary and what the Town Council intends to proactively do to boost delivery of projects targeted at meeting the
identified community aspirations.
Amendments Made
Changes made as suggested. These include:
Correct dates added to all document headers
References to ‘The Town Council…’ removed throughout
References to the NPPF updated to reflect the updated July 2018 document
Paragraph numbering corrected throughout
Outdated/unnecessary information updated or removed throughout
Several policies amended to be more locally specific, or removed due to overlap with the Local Plan
Glossary updated to reflect July 2018 NPPF definitions
Section 2 removed
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Appendix 1 – Early Issues
Consultation Material (June 2015 to
October 2015)
Initial Neighbourhood Plan Survey
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Initial Neighbourhood Plan Survey Analysis
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Press Coverage

Hunts Post 12th August 2015
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Appendix 2 – Issues Consultation
Material (December 2015 to April
2017)
Neighbourhood Plan Updates

September 2015

39

Huntingdon Neighbourhood Plan – Consultation Statement October 2018

Publicity Material
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Huntingdon Town Council
Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ
Tel: 01480 411883
email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
website: www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

20th February 2017

Town Clerk: Philip Peacock

Can we count on your
support
for
the
Huntingdon
Neighbourhood Plan?
Dear Carole
You might already be aware that Huntingdon Town Council is working on a Neighbourhood Plan for the town.
If not, I’ve provided some background to the project below.
The council are currently undertaking a community engagement campaign, and spending time canvassing
the thoughts and opinions of the local residents. As a key organisation within the town, we would like to ask
for your support to help raise awareness of the development of Huntingdon’s Neighbourhood Plan.
So what can you do? There are 5 really easy ways you can help.
1. Talk about it on Twitter
Got a Twitter account? Share the Tweet below…
The future of Huntingdon is in our hands. Make sure you have your say on the #NeighbourhoodPlan
#HuntingdonPlan http://ow.ly/MUKc309as2k
You can also retweet posts from the council’s account @Huntingdon_Town
2. Share it on your Facebook page
Got a Facebook account? Post the text below on your page…
Huntingdon Council is developing a Neighbourhood Plan. Now is the time to have your say and help shape the
future of our town. Share your views on what should be safeguarded, protected, promoted and maintained.
Leave your comments on their Facebook page www.facebook.com/pg/HuntingdonPlan
3. Put up a poster
Got a noticeboard? Display a copy of our poster - print out the copy attached or let us know if you would like
one.
4. Share our leaflet with your community
We have produced a leaflet which talks about the development of our Neighbourhood Plan. If you would like
hard copies, please let us know.
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5. Tell us what you think should be in the Huntingdon Neighbourhood Plan
The council are taking community feedback right now. You are more than welcome to have your say too –
get in touch with Hayley Burns by email hayley.burns@huntingdontown.gov.uk and share your thoughts on
the future of Huntingdon.
I would be very grateful if you could support this campaign. A Neighbourhood Plan is a powerful tool for
shaping future development within a town. This particular stage of community engagement is vital to ensure
that all residents feel involved in the Plan’s development. Without their input, there is a risk that the plan
will not have the resident’s best interests at heart. Thank you in advance for your valuable support.
Best wishes
Katherine Hesketh
Marketing Executive, Keystone Marketing, on behalf of Huntingdon Town Council
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Huntingdon Neighbourhood Plan – background
Huntingdon Town Council has started work on a Neighbourhood Plan for Huntingdon to set out a vision for
the future of the town. A Neighbourhood Plan is an official document, created in consultation with local
residents which sets out policies on the development and use of land in a particular area. Local councils lead
the development of a Neighbourhood Plan, but the content of the plan is drawn up in close consultation with
local residents. They are invited to share their opinions on what should be protected or improved when new
planning developments are considered within their town. Once the final Neighbourhood Plan has been
created and won approval in a local referendum, all future planning applications will be measured against
the vision and objectives set out in the document. This ensures that planning decisions are made in the best
interests of local residents.
Key objectives of the Huntingdon Neighbourhood Plan
The overall purpose of a Neighbourhood Plan is to create a document, which will shape future planning within
a town by:
•
Safeguarding valuable and well-loved assets
•
Improving the sense of community for all residents
•
Promoting a town as a place for business and retain investment, and tourism
•
Maintain and improve transport and community infrastructures.
There are seven key objectives that have come up in resident feedback so far:
1. Promote Huntingdon as a place of great potential for business investment, thus providing
increased employment opportunities to residents.
2. Ensure the residents are well served by high quality retail and community facilities within
Huntingdon centre.
3. Promote tourism within Huntingdon.
4. Ensure that the whole community is well provided for, younger and older, and increase a positive
sense of community.
5. Protect and enhance our valuable and well-loved green spaces.
6. Ensure that the community can travel in and around Huntingdon using a transport infrastructure
that is fit for purpose.
7. Ensure that future housing developments are built with careful consideration to the existing
infrastructure.
Find out more – visit the Neighbourhood Plan section of Huntingdon Town Council’s website http://www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan.html

45

Huntingdon Neighbourhood Plan – Consultation Statement October 2018

Second Neighbourhood Plan Survey
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Second Neighbourhood Plan Survey Analysis
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Hinchingbrooke School Focus Group

Raise of hand questions
Do you like visiting Huntingdon?
Lower years majority yes, upper years majority no
Is there enough to see and do in Huntingdon?
Entire group no
Do you think Huntingdon is a good place to grow up?
Even split

Transport
•
•
•

•
•
•

Traffic on Brampton road is bad. Especially during hospital start and end times/school
mornings/afternoons and at train station peak times
If traffic light timings were improved by train station this may help improve traffic
Issues with parking in HBK residential area, people park there in order to avoid paying at both the
hospital and HBK Park. Issue for residents causes the road to become one lane. More double yellow
lines needed.
Increased road safety needed near Cromwell Park, a pelican crossing or traffic lights needed near
school
Worried about schooling if any new houses are built in Huntingdon.
Already an overflow at many primary school and Huntingdon secondary’s do not have much room
left.
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•

•

Safety concerns for those walking through the field between Hinchingbrooke and Stukeley
Meadows. Bulls, cows and calf’s can all be in that field, and there is no public warning for walkers
(Other than a sign saying for dogs to stay on leads) Concerns for both animals safety ( and students
being irresponsible around animals) and human safety when there are calf’s or bulls in the field.
Suggestion for a fence or something around the path to protect both.
Road should be opened between Hinchingbrooke business park and Hinchingbrooke residential
area to reduce congestion in Hinchingbrooke residential area.

Jobs/business
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Students want to see more jobs in Huntingdon where they can learn new skills, not just retail.
Restricted to low skill jobs as only opportunities. Jobs such as accountancies and places they can
learn, not open at weekends, so students can’t work for them.
BUT also a struggle to find work because of the lack in retail. A retail park or new developments
would increase retail work, for those that want it.
Very systematic with work- year 13’s take roles and then those jobs become available when oldest
students leave. Students who know older students have an advantage over those who don’t, as
often jobs aren’t advertised very well.
Hospital is good for Huntingdon and providing jobs, numerous pupils parents work there. BUT are
worries about the Peterborough/Hinchingbrooke merger. Worried for jobs and potential loses.
Hospital good for developed skills roles. Work experience is offered, but this is unpaid and only for
2 weeks.
For more developed job prospects there is often work experience available, but this is usually very
short and unpaid. Not financially viable for students.
Students then have to look elsewhere outside of Huntingdon for work e.g. cambs. Therefore taking
business elsewhere
Students would like to see more local business involvement with schools. Provide more knowledge
on local businesses and potential opportunities available with them. Student’s may not realise
there are local businesses that undertake high skill roles, so awareness as to what is in and around
Huntingdon on a smaller scale may help.

Environment
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

Parks/riverside very popular in Huntingdon and very well known
Good to have park close to HBK
Would like to see more initiates encouraging primary schools to get involved with HBK Park, giving
children more knowledge about the environment for the future
More advertisement for the green spaces and the events they hold. Not enough people aware of
the events they hold and other aspects of these spaces. E.g. more promotion for café and HBK Park
and the event they do
Riverside not see as a green space but more of a walk through. More should be done to engage
with the community in this area. So it is viewed as a place to go and spend time, not just walk
through.
More events at riverside
Flooding not too much of an issue as it doesn’t affect residents
Seating in riverside would help
The link between HBK and Hinchingbrooke Park is fantastic, would be good for St. Peters to get a
similar experience. Maybe they visit the park more or visit riverside to engage with the outdoors
more.
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•

•

Thought castle hill should be utilised more as it is so close to town centre, so very accessible for all.
More events there and more promotion for these events rather than just the banner on the front
gate.
Accessibility for HBK park not a problem, maybe the elderly just need to made aware of the
transport to the park and the then the support facilities the park has e.g. mobility scooters.

Tourism
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Cromwell museum noted by several students when tourism mentioned.
Huntingdon is seen as a layover destination to other places (E.g. London, Cambridge, and
Peterborough). Not as a tourist location you would go out of you way to visit.
Retail is the main offering from Huntingdon (yet this is still poor). Huntingdon’s history should be
promoted more!
More tours around HBK house for example, not limited to one weekend a month or something
similar.
Creating a link between the Cromwell museum and HBK house maybe would help enhance both
venues.
The house should be publicised more, massive link to the English civil war and Oliver Cromwell!
Potential link between the library and the Cromwell museum.
Historic tours around Huntingdon? Including the house, museum and sites historic locations for
battles and other features.
Creation of a Huntingdon History Committee, could be led by history teachers and local historians.
Lead initiatives, encourage community involvement with town’s history and help create more
tourist opportunities...
There is not enough in Huntingdon for a day out. Only really a morning or afternoon.
Not enough places for food, more cafes/tea rooms needed, would help encourage tourism and
hopefully keep people in town longer.

Community
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Leisure centre, appeals to lots of people. Doesn’t have everything e.g. St.Neots has a slide for
example
Not the best leisure centre, but still good!
Not enough space there. BUT a lot is fitted in there. Very good for parties and young children
Pay as you go is a good addition to have.
Good value for money
Something at the leisure centre for everyone of all ages
Medway centre, student are aware of centre, but not what is there or where it is.
Those who do know it, think is it less accessible.
A second centre is needed on the other side of Huntingdon to cater to other residents
Not a lot of community facilities for teenagers
Potential centres like Medway and memorial hall could provide events/activities for teenagers and
young people. Students suggest coffee meeting for students, drop in session to discuss issue
teenager have such as money, work, uni, social life etc.

Retail
•

Huntingdon largely pound/phone and charity shops
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•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Students would be happy to have an additional coffee shop in new development area.
BUT would like more awareness and knowledge as to what is going on there. What shops are going
in, how long is it going to take to finish etc.?
Want more clothing shops and store such as Lakeland.
Sad to see other unique shops like Waitrose and mother care go
Student want the broken computer information in town centre gone. Should be replaced with a
general sign/map informing people of what is where. Less technical guide, so more accessible for
everyone
Huntingdon needs more public facilities e.g. public toilets/baby change areas etc. – this would help
bring in more tourists as it makes shopping more leisurely.
People have to go out of town centre for dinner out E.g. towerfields, where all the restaurants are.
Limited restaurants in town centre. So Huntingdon is very quiet after shops shut.
Late opening maybe one night a week, to follow what other retail areas do.
Potential for a retail development by Aldi space there, but road would have to be sorted before this
could happen.
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Ongoing Neighbourhood Plan Updates
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Community Roadshows Held During February and March 2017
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Huntingdon Neighbourhood
Plan
The Neighbourhood Plan is in consultation
with the community during February 2017.
The below events are taking place
throughout Huntingdon.
Date
Thursday 9th February

Event
Huntingdon
Children's
Centre, Ambury Road
Stay and Play session
Wyevale Garden Centre
Huntingdon Library
Shopmobility

Time
9:00 – 11:15

Sunday 12th February
12:30 - 14:30
Tuesday 14th February
14:00 - 15:00
th
Wednesday
15
13:00 - 14:00
February
Sunday 19th February
High Street Stall - outside 11:00 - 14:00
Sainsburys
th
Friday 24 February
BNI Business Network 6:45 - 8:30
meeting
Wednesday 1st March
Hinchingbrooke School 9:00 – 11:00
Focus Group
nd
Thursday 2 March
Hunters Down
14:00 – 15:00

Can't get to an event?
Don't worry if you can't attend one of the roadshow events, there are still
plenty of ways that you can have your say.
• Email us at hayley.burns@huntingdontown.gov.uk
• Visit our Facebook page and leave a comment:
www.facebook.com/pg/HuntingdonPlan
• Follow the conversation on Twitter, you can find us here
@Huntingdon_Town don't forget to use the hashtag #HuntingdonPlan
when you share your views
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Huntingdon Town
Neighbourhood Plan
The Huntingdon Neighbourhood Plan is in consultation with
the community between Friday 9th and Friday 3rd March.
A number of events are taking place in Huntingdon during the community
consultation for the Huntingdon Neighbourhood Plan. Please see the table at the
end of this document for details of days and venues of events booked and
confirmation as to which representative/s will be in attendance.

Checklist for each event
The table at the end of this document provides details of the date, time and locations of all
of the events. The name of the main contact at each venue is also provided. Any queries
prior to the event day should come to either Katherine Hesketh or Natalie Primavera at
Keystone Marketing – 01480 278750.
Event set up recommendations
Upon arrival at each event, it is recommended that you…
• If appropriate, position the sandwich board containing the Neighbourhood Plan
poster outside the venue.
• Some events can make use of a laptop running a PowerPoint presentation. Ensure
this is set up with power/the battery is fully charged.
• A balloon display stand will need to be erected
• Balloons will need to be inflated using the balloon pump
• A tablecloth may be necessary for some events where a table has been provided.
Council to provide this and add to the event crate.
For all events, two crates have been prepared which contain all of the event promotional
and marketing materials. Hayley to ensure that this remains stocked up throughout the
month.
Giveaways
The following materials will be available to tempt passers-by to stop and engage with the
event stand.
• Balloons on sticks
• Branded shortbread biscuits – not for all events
• Pens
• A6 notepads
* Please note that we only have a limited number of promotional items so it is suggested
that they are not on full display and event coordinators consider the distribution – you are
looking at less than 50 pieces per event. With the biscuits in particular, display a small
number and keep the rest out of sight. Any leftovers can be used at future events.
Marketing materials for distributing key messages and receiving feedback
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•
•
•

Postcards – for writing feedback
Leaflets
A2 posters for display if appropriate

Main communication messages:
• To raise awareness of the plan and its four key headline areas – Safeguard,
Improve, Promote, Maintain
• To encourage engagement through discussion
• Suggest submission of comments using postcard
• Distribute collateral for additional information
• Promote online channels to feedback – council website, Facebook page and Twitter
Related promotional activity:
• Tweet about event in the days leading up to it and on the day itself
• Take photos of the stand when ready to encourage visitors through online channels
• Take photos of stand in operation, showing popularity of visitors where possible
• Add tweet during/after the event to shout about its success
• Make a note of success of event internally for use in evidence report after
consultation period
Produced by Katherine Hesketh, Keystone Marketing, 7th February 2017
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Appendix 3 - Pre-Submission
Consultation Material (23rd July –
3rd September 2018)
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