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Thank you to Jennifer Sarabia 
for her photograph of Hartford 
Church. The photograph was 
taken from a boat on the River 
Ouse, which captures the 
whole Church and its beautiful 
surroundings. 
The editorial team is always 
looking for more images of 
Huntingdon, which could be 
used for future front covers of About Town. If you have 
something you’d like to submit, please send your image 
across to Natasha.pierson@huntingdontown.gov.uk.  
Thank you. 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS
Please note all meetings commence at 7.00pm and take place in 
the Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ, unless otherwise 
stated. For further information, please contact Huntingdon Town 
Council on 01480 411883 or email: 
town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Meetings are open to the public and agendas allow time for 
representation and questions from the public.

DATE  MEETING

11th June Finance Committee
  Planning Applications Panel

25th June Town Council
  Planning Applications Panel

2nd July  Planning Committee

9th July  Leisure & Community Services Committee
  Planning Applications Panel

23rd July  Finance Committee
  Planning Applications Panel

6th August Planning Applications Panel

13th August RECESS 

20th August Planning Applications Panel

3rd September Town Council
  Planning Applications Panel

10th September Planning Committee
  Leisure & Community Services Committee

17th September Twinning Sub Committee
  Planning Applications Panel

Huntingdon – what do you want to see?
Huntingdon Town Council is in the throes of working 
on a Neighbourhood Plan; a campaign to help improve 
Huntingdon by listening to you as the residents.  So far 
a designated area for Huntingdon’s Neighbourhood Plan 
has been submitted, which was subject to a six week 
consultation period with Huntingdonshire District 
Council.
Over the next coming months, a number of surveys and 
questionnaires will be issued to obtain feedback about 
how you think Huntingdon can be improved. 
Please make your voices heard to ensure the plan is 
based on what the community needs!

For further information, please contact Huntingdon 
Town Council by calling 01480 411883 or by emailing 
town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk 

Councillor  Ward

Daryl Brown EAST 
Armands Dovans EAST 
Jay Dyne EAST 
Stuart Hassell EAST 
Bill Hensley EAST 
Jeremy Jacobs EAST
Susan Mulcahy EAST 
Richard Valatka EAST 

Ann Beevor NORTH 
Leedo George NORTH 
Patrick Kadewere NORTH 
Alan Mackender Lawrence NORTH  

Ann Blackwell  WEST
Tanya Forster WEST
Sarah Gifford WEST
Ben Manning  WEST 
Steve McAdam WEST
Brett Morrell WEST
Tom Sanderson WEST
At the time this issue went to press, Councillor contact details had not been 
obtained due to the election period. Should you wish to contact your local 
Councillor, please call the Council offices on 01480 411883 and contact 
details can be provided. Alternatively, please visit www.huntingdontown.gov.uk 
for further information.
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C O N T E N T S

From the Town Clerk’s desk.....
Welcome to the summer issue 
of About Town, which is our 
first publication following the 
elections.  You will note from the 
inside cover both the re-elected 
and new Members of Huntingdon 
Town Council.

This year 2015, marks a number 
of notable anniversaries, Magna 
Carta 800th (as mentioned in the 
previous issue) and Agincourt 
600th.  Along with the Bi- 
Centenary of Waterloo, at which 
the 30th Foot (Cambridgeshire) 
Regiment took a prominent 

role and 160th anniversary 
of Sebastopol at which the 
31st Foot (Huntingdonshire) 
Regiment were awarded battle 
honours.

Of all these anniversaries to 
mark, Huntingdon was selected 
by the Pageant Master to mark 
the 70th Anniversary of VE day, 
by lighting a special ‘V’ beacon in 
the Market Square on 8th May 
– it was a great honour for the 
town to be selected, as one of 
only a hundred towns across the 
UK.

To the future, the Town Council 
is now in the process of moving 
forward with the new council 
and committees, formulating its 
strategy for the coming years 
and working within a constrained 
budget.

Philip Peacock 
Town Clerk       

And don’t forget to fill out and 
return the Neighbourhood Plan 
Survey on the back page.



4

DEN SMITH – VISIONARY!
The arrival of Den Smith at Huntingdon Town Council in 1987 marked 
a sea change in the management of Leisure Services. Den immediately 
showed that he had an enquiring mind and a broad imagination. He 
also brought with him (from a previous life in horticulture) a long list 
of contacts from whom he could obtain not only advice but a wide and 
surprising variety of implements and special tools.  The acquisition of major 
lands at Sapley and various other sites in town allowed Den to influence the 
design and layout of sporting and leisure sites which are still enjoyed today. 
His design of the maze in the Town Park (now Bloomfield Park), was, he said, to 
reflect the policy processes he sometimes thought were adopted by the Council. 

Dennis had a flair for design - for something new. He frequently questioned “why”?  
His design involvement on the new cemeteries’ layouts was met with great enthusiasm by those who were to realise 
the maintenance benefits whilst enhancing the dignity of these sensitive areas.

Even before Huntingdon became involved in the “Anglia in Bloom” competition, Dennis had experimented with 
growing from seed, thousands of pot plants which were to lay the foundation for the stunning displays we have all 
admired so much over the years. All the groundstaff were detailing into “pricking out” for weeks; a task for which 
he was not universally thanked!

Dens’ insistence on “doing what was right”, was tempered by his pragmatism and desire to “get things done”, a 
stance not always appreciated by those whose own specialist pastimes might not have been at the top of his to-do 
list that year.

To look round all the leisure and play sites in Huntingdon (I’m not quite sure where in these comes “cemeteries”), is 
to see what Den Smith has been doing here for the last 27 years. His legacy to Huntingdon is round every corner. It 
is in every bright flower or trim grass.  To many, that was just the work of “the Town Council”.  To those of us who 
knew, it was the work of Den Smith and his colleagues. He has earned his retirement, and the thanks of all those of 
us who had the privilege to work with him.

Thanks Den, and good luck.

Ted Bocking
(Town Clerk 1980 – 2002)

NEWS FROM THE HEAD GROUNDSMAN

Summer is here and a lot has been going on in and around Huntingdon.

As you walk through the town centre, please enjoy the hanging 
baskets on display up and down the High Street. We hope that by 
injecting some colour, the baskets help to brighten up your day.

Having entered Anglia In Bloom this year, we’re looking forward to 
showing off our displays to the competition judges in July and hope 

that we’ve done enough to get Huntingdon back on the leader board! 
But it’s not just all about flowers…and there are 25,000 of them…

    
Our Grounds Team has now undertaken a number of training days and 

everyone is fully up to date with and trained in the latest safety guidelines for 
working with chainsaws and using spraying equipment and chemicals.

Huntingdon Town Council now owns and maintains 18 play areas in the town. In the last four months 
our team has refurbished three play areas, which are being well used now. Work is ongoing at Coneygear 
Park with a new play area and a new embankment slide installed.

Lastly I would like to say thank you to Dennis Smith for his help over the last five months, for showing 
me the ropes and I hope he has a great time in his retirement.

Peter Haynes
Head Groundsman
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“Hungry” Hungarians in Huntingdon
We arrived really hungry. Hungry for the meeting with our twin towns and the beginning of spring in England. 
We did not remain hungry!
We received such a warm welcome and incredible hospitality from everyone.  We felt absolutely special and just 
hope to return one day.
It began with the flags: Hungarian alongside English ones. Our hosts had taken care of some sunshine so we could 
see the town in bright colours.

We had a full English breakfast – we were full to say the least. 
Then we had a walking tour of Huntingdon and Godmanchester. 
We admired the Town Halls, the river bank and mostly the special 
atmosphere of these typical English towns (let’s not forget the 
beer either) that some of us only knew from films. 
The Musical we saw gave us an insight into your cultural life.  We 
saw Peterborough and had an exclusive tour of a Cambridge 
College.
What remains truly unforgettable was the “Hungarian Night” 
with goulash, strudel and Hungarian language course.

Our four Hungarian youngsters performed a witty little story of 
two girls and their lovers in authentic Hungarian costumes with Hungarian folk music - full of life! I have to admit 
our hosts were just as full of life when asked to dance. We had a wonderful evening.
It was fascinating to see how people on the “other side of the world” were interested in our culture, our food, 
our traditions and even ourselves.
We came home full of experience, beautiful pictures in our minds, feeling we must come back one day. We will 
do our best to make you feel at home in Hungary when you visit.

On Friday 24th April, Huntingdon Town Council and The Royal Society 
of Saint George came together in celebrating our Patron Saint by holding 
a Church Service in All Saint’s Church followed by an evening meal. 

Members of the local Scout and Guide groups renewed their promises 
during the service and a dinner of traditional roast beef followed in the 
Town Hall. 

If you would like to find out more information about becoming a member 
of the Royal Society of Saint George, please contact 
David Neal on 01353 664547 or email dhjneal@aol.com. 

Saint George’s Day
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CONEYGEAR PARK
Coneygear Rd, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire

 Telephone: 01480 388677
Web: www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

THE MEDWAY CENTRE
Medway Road, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 1SF

Telephone: 01480 388677
Web:  www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/community-halls

With the warm sunny weather here, the Medway Centre comes alive with 
beautiful flowers – thanks to our amazing parks team who do such a great 
job. This glorious weather is the ideal time to hire the centre for a party 
as there is a secure outdoor play area attached to the centre. Past hirers 
have bought in a bouncy castle which young people really enjoy! With our 
fantastic sound system, a big kitchen and a lovely coffee bar, the Medway 
Centre is the perfect place to host a party – we can even arrange for a bar 
to come in and serve alcohol for you (Friday and Saturday nights only). We 
do now have availability on Friday evenings, so please phone me to make a 
booking. If you’re in the area, pop in and have a look at our facilities – I’m 
sure that you will be pleasantly surprised. 

There is so much going on at the Medway Centre, that I too can’t list all of 
the bookings. Please visit the main Huntingdon Town Council website or 
add us on Facebook, to see what’s on at the Medway Centre. If you are a 
new group wishing to start up at the Medway Centre, please phone me on 
01480 388677 or visit me, and I’ll see what I can do to help you. We hope 
you all have a great summer!

Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Medway Centre Manager

Coneygear Park is now officially owned by Huntingdon Town 
Council. As you will already be aware, we consulted with the 
community to see how best to spend some of the Section 
106 money that had to be used at the park. As a result of the 
consultation, more play equipment has been installed. We do 
hope that you are all enjoying the new facilities there. If you 
would like to become more involved with Coneygear Park, 
please phone me on 01480 388677 or visit me at the Medway 
Centre, as we are actively looking for more residents to join 
the Friends of Coneygear Park Committee 

Now for some even more exciting news! We will be holding 
the Coneygear Park Summer Gala on Sunday 19th July 2015. 
Lots of funfair attractions will be there on the day along with 
stalls and entertainment. If you’d like a stall, please phone me 
to book some space. We will also be holding our first ever 
football competition which we will be calling the Coneygear 
Cup. For further information on how to enter a team, please 
phone me. Coneygear Park is a fantastic community facility 
and I hope to see you all there on the day!

Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Coneygear Park Manager
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By the time About Town Comes through your doors, 
Huntingdon Town Council will have entered into a new 
four year administration and a new Mayor for the town 
will have been elected.

There has been a lot of activity over the past few months, 
including:

 •  Improvements and repairs to Huntingdon’s 
Olympic Gym Club

 •  A National Beacon Lighting Ceremony to mark 
the 70th Anniversary of VE Day

 •  Play equipment installed at Coneygear Park

 •  Huntingdon In Bloom competitions and community 
projects

 •  The transfer of the Cromwell Museum to 
Huntingdon Town Council

 •  The approval of a Designated Area for Huntingdon’s 
Neighbourhood Plan

 •  The approval for new play equipment to be 
installed at Snowdonia Way Play Area

 •  External repairs and re-decoration of the Town 
Hall

On the 30th April, Huntingdon Town Council held its 
Annual Town Meeting where residents of the town 
heard annual reports from the Mayor and from the 
three main Committees of the Council: Finance, Leisure 
& Community Services and Planning. A presentation 
was received from Fiona O’Mahony, the Interim Project 
Officer for the Cromwell Museum to provide an update 
on the formation of a charitable trust and the recruitment 
of Trustees. Discussions with residents in attendance 
surrounded topics such as Huntingdon’s Olympic Gym 
Club, the Chequers Court development, town signage 
and the grants application process. For full details of the 
meeting please visit www.huntingdontown.gov.uk to 
view the minutes.

News from the Town Hall

1.  Disability Information Service Huntingdonshire 
(DISH) was awarded £500 to continue offering 
home visits to disabled adults and older people 
who may be vulnerable in Huntingdon. 

2.  Relate Cambridgeshire was awarded £200 
to support the running of an outpost in 
Huntingdon (at Huntingdon Library) to provide 
counselling support. 

3.  Carer’s Trust Cambridgeshire (Young Carer’s 
Project) was awarded £1000 towards their 
30th Anniversary production ‘Young Carer’s 
the Musical!’ with Huntingdon’s carers to take a 
lead role. 

4.  MAGPAS was awarded £500 to support the provision 
of 24/7 pre-hospital emergency medical service, by 
providing pre-hospital critical care and retrieval by 
land or air. 

5.  Spotlight Productions was awarded £1000 towards 
the installation of new hanging rail facilities, where all 
their costumes (many donated from the West End!) 
can be stored. . 

6.  Huntingdon Community Group was awarded £618 
towards hosting the Unity in the Community Event. 
£418 will be used to cover the hire of the Medway 
Centre for the event and the remaining £200 will be 
put towards making the event a community success. 
Unity in the Community will be held at the Medway 
Centre, Huntingdon on Saturday 18th July 2015. 

Huntingdon Town Council – Grants Award Scheme
In March 2015, Huntingdon Town Council awarded the following grants to local organisations 
across Huntingdon:

If your organisation would like to be considered for a grant please contact the Administration Assistant 
by emailing Kate.yerbury@huntingdontown.gov.uk or by calling 01480 410381.  The next set of grant 
applications received will be considered by Huntingdon Town Council in October 2015.
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Visit Huntingdon – so much to see and do
Summer is on the horizon and BID Huntingdon has some seriously 
entertaining Saturdays planned in the town centre. Meet the Black Eagles, 
Saturday 25th July, whose stunning acrobatic skills, energetic dance and 
uplifting African music are guaranteed to bring breathtaking enjoyment. 
They have appeared at the Commonwealth Games, The Royal Albert 
Hall and on Blue Peter. And now in Huntingdon!  Then there’s Bendy Em, 
Saturday 1st August; a contortionist who performs a comedy contortion 
street show at festivals worldwide.
Visit www.huntingdonfirst.co.uk for more information, dates and times.

With its choice of boutique and national shops, historic heritage, riverside 
walks and fun activities, Huntingdon is the perfect place to visit when 
you’re looking for things to do.

BID Huntingdon helps to put the town firmly on the map and helps 
visitors and local businesses get the best from the area. 
Visit www.huntingdonfirst.co.uk to discover more. 
From the history of the town (did you know the town was chartered by 
King John in 1205) to places of interest, a directory of businesses and a 
rather full Events Diary.

Stay and enjoy the sights in a choice of places to stay in Huntingdon from 
The Old Bridge Hotel to the ‘Shakespearian theatre’ of 
The George Hotel.             ...visit Huntingdon today.

Caledonian Fundraiser
‘MAGPAS has received a cash boost of £1340 
from the Huntingdon & District Caledonian 
Society. The money was raised by members 
at a variety of social events held during the 
year and a cheque was handed over to Martin 
Cohen of MAGPAS by Society President Pam 
Franklin at the society’s annual ball on Saturday 
18th April held in the Commemoration Hall.’

Photo from L to R: Petronela Britton, Eunice 
Turner, Martin Cohen, Pam Franklin and Henry 
Franklin



9

The magical spell of Arendelle will weave 
itself around Huntingdon this summer as 
Disney duo Anna and Elsa visit the town for 
some riverside fun.

The sisters will leave their icy home to join 
Huntingdon in the sunshine as they appear 
as special guests at this year’s Riverside 
Gala, due to take place at Riverside Park 
from midday to 5pm on Saturday, June 6.

All the usual fun is being lined up for this 
year’s event – a bar and barbecue will be 
provided by Huntingdon Boat Club, there 
will be a dog show run by Wood Green The 
Animals Charity, and a variety of musicians 
will provide entertainment to people 
strolling around the many stalls.

There will also be a fairground with rides 
and games for kids of all ages to enjoy

But despite all the attractions that will be 
on hand, both children and adults will be 
bowled over by the magical presence of ice 
princesses Anna and Elsa, who will make the long journey 
to ensure this year’s gala is the best yet.

“Our special guests this year really are amazing, and we 
just know that families will enjoy meeting them,” said 
event organiser Rhiannon Sarginson.

“We are very lucky that they are coming so far to see us.”

The gala continues to welcome further bookings for 
performers. Anyone who would like to take part in the 
gala can contact organisers via the event’s official email 
address at huntingdonriversidegala@yahoo.co.uk. 

*Follow the gala on social media:
www.facebook.com/HuntingdonRiversideGala
https://twitter.com/huntingdongala 

The children at Thongsley Fields Primary and Nursery School had an action packed Spring Term which 
included a visit from the Spacedome for children who were learning about the Solar System and a fun filled 
day raising money for Comic Relief and it ended with the annual Easter Bonnet competition and the Easter 
egg hunt organised by the PTA.

Later this month the whole school will be off to Old Hunstanton for a day at the seaside – an annual 
tradition much looked forward to by staff and pupils alike. 

The school has places in every year group including the 
nursery (where we take children from 3 years old) for 
the new school year in September so please get in touch 
with Mrs Carrier at the school office 01480 375321 or via 
email at CCarrier@thongsleyfields.cambs.sch.uk to book 
a school tour if you are looking for a place.

The school will be celebrating its Golden Jubilee in 2018 
and we would love to hear from ex-pupils and to have 
any photos and stories of the school throughout this 
time – if you would like to get in touch please contact 
Mrs Tyler via the school office 01480 375321 or via 
email at mtyler@thonglseyfields.cambs.sch.uk

Thongsley Fields’ Spring Term

Huntingdon Riverside Gala 2015
DISNEY DUO HEADS FOR HUNTINGDON
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The Huntingdon In Bloom team has been 
working alongside many groups in the 
community to help make our town a cleaner, 
greener, brighter and happier place to be.

As you will have seen in the last issue of About Town, the 
annual Best Kept Front Garden competition is taking 
place once again, with judging commencing this month. 
Even if you haven’t entered yet, it’s not too late – just 
contact the In Bloom team by calling 01480 410380. The 
winner of the competition will be announced in due 
course, with the prize being a £50 gardening voucher.

There are a range of other competitions running across 
the summer months, all in conjunction with Huntingdon 
In Bloom. A number of local pubs have signed up to 
enter the Best Kept Pub Floral Display or Garden 
competition – let us know who you think deserves to 
win!

If you’re an allotment holder,  prepare for the well-known 
Best Kept Allotment competition. Judging for this takes 
place in July, with an independent judge marking all plots 
against a set criteria. Prizes are available for 1st, 2nd and 
3rd place, as well as the best newcomer.

To make sure the whole community has been involved 
with our In Bloom efforts, a vast range of projects have 
taken place, with many more in the planning stages. 
The first event to kick start the 2015 campaign was an 
Easter snowdrop planting activity in Coneygear Park. 
This took place in conjunction with the Snack Shack’s 
famous and FREE Easter Egg Hunt! 

The Official launch of Huntingdon In Bloom was in 
the form of a Community Orchard. This was planted 
at Coneygear Park, with 12 trees sponsored by local 
community groups, charities and businesses. The 
weather couldn’t have been better for the event and 
as a result, over 20 people attended to help plant their 
chosen trees.

Thank you again to all who sponsored a tree: Cos 
Productions, Huntingdon Grafham Water Lions 
Club, Hunters Down Carehome, Huntingdon Tesco 
Extra Community Space, Huntingdon Girl Guides, 
Huntingdon Town Council, Leonard Cheshire Disability, 
Luminus, Scope, The Snack Shack, Wilkinsons and The 
Young Carers Trust Cambridgeshire 

Other In Bloom projects have involved working with 
Hartford Infant School where a class of pupils designed 
Huntingdon superhero posters. It is hoped that these 
will feature as the lamp post chewing gum posters, 
displayed on lampposts up and down the High Street. 

The Huntingdon and Peterborough WI Centre on 
Walden Road is in the throes of sprucing up their 
beautiful flower bed, which can be admired from the 
Ring Road. The WI has also kindly sponsored the flower 
tubs around the Thinking Soldier War Memorial on the 
Market Square to mark their 100th anniversary. 

If you’re a commuter in the town, we hope you enjoy 
the beautiful displays at Huntingdon Railway Station. 
Kindly sponsored by Cranbrook Plants and Urban & 
Civic, the tubs, planters and hanging baskets add some 
colour and flare to the entrance and platform, which we 
hope makes everyone’s journey that little bit brighter!

Huntingdon coming into full bloom!
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There is a very hard working, determined group of 
volunteers working on the Hinchingbrooke Hospital 
community gardens, trying to transform them into 
relaxing spaces for reflection and positive sensory 
experiences. The group was in need of some helping 
hands, so the In Bloom team put them in touch with 
an Independent Living group who is going to help with 
important weekly tasks such as watering, weeding and 
planting.

Residents at Hunters Down Carehome have lovely 
outdoor garden spaces, but help was required with 
their shelter spots. Huntingdon In Bloom has sourced 
help from local volunteers at the Huntingdon Grafham 
Water Lions Club, who are going to be providing some 
much needed help to rejuvenate the outdoor spaces.

No one likes a litter bug, but it’s a sad fact that 
Huntingdon is home to a number of litter bug culprits! 
To help combat the issue, a number of community litter 
picks have been arranged to take place in Bloomfield 
Park, Spring Common and Coneygear Park.

We hope that with so many community 
activities and projects taking place, as well 
as the beautiful flowers on display around 
the town, the judges will recognise the efforts 
made. With their visit due in the middle of 
July, let’s all work together to ensure that 
Huntingdon looks spick and span! 

The In Bloom team has been working with another 
school in Huntingdon; Cromwell Academy. The school 
has a team of Eco Warriors, who work together in 
making the school as eco-friendly as possible. The 
team is responsible for tending to three growing beds, 
looking after a number of compost bins, caring for 
hundreds of frogs in the school pond and much more. 
Through working with the Huntingdon In Bloom team, 
the school has been partnered with Huntingdon Tesco 
Extra Community Champions who have kindly donated 
plants, seeds and their time to help the Eco Warriors 
work towards the School’s Green Flag Award. 

To get as many youngsters involved as possible, a number 
of pupils from across the year groups at Thongsley 
School will be entering into a poster competition to 
help keep their neighbouring Coneygear Park neat, tidy 
and litter free. Have a look in the Park’s new notice 
boards to see the winning design!

Hinchingbrooke Park is a hive of activity for many local 
groups and Huntingdon In Bloom has been working with 
the activities team to get involved with their educational 
days. Activities arranged involve working with the local 
Bee Keepers to view the Park’s bee community, mini 
beast hunting, den building and pond dipping.

Huntingdon coming into full bloom!
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This is Edward Wortley Montagu (1713-1776)  Alderman 
and twice chosen to be Mayor of our town. Wortley had 
a penchant for eastern dress and would wear it in salons, 
country houses and in Huntingdon when the fancy took 
him.  He was the only son of the famous politician Edward 
Wortley and that celebrated woman of letters, Mary 
Wortley Montagu. 

A child prodigy he displayed a unique capacity for picking 
up languages and by the time he had become secretary to 
his Cousin, John Montagu, 4th earl of Sandwich, in 1748, 
could speak Arabic, Hebrew, Greek and a dozen other 
obscure languages. He was also, in the words of his official 
parliamentary biography, an adulterer, gambler, spend thrift 
and criminal. On his many trips to Europe when he fled 
his creditors and gambling debts he usually got involved 
with one or more women and seemed to have got married 
bigamously at least once! 

When he was first elected Mayor in 1763 he demanded 
the Council, Town Clerk, Mace bearer and Constables 
leave the Council Chamber and meet him in the ‘Crown’ 
Inn. There, he announced grandly he was leaving the 
country and so could not accept the honour. He repeated 
this performance three years later.  Forever in debt, having 
been cut out of his father’s will, he still spent a fortune on 
jewels, silks and fine living as well as at the card table.  He 
died in poverty but left all his books and papers to the 
British Museum. 

Another character was local baker John Margetts. In 
1809 he met Sarah Dunn Gardner.  He and she romantically 
ran away to Gretna Green and married. The problem was 
that Sarah, was also Lady Townsend and she had left her 
noble husband after a year of joyless marriage. 

The couple had several children who initially took the 
Margett surname until 1823, when they began to use the 
Townsend titles.  The eldest son, John (1811-1903) was 
baptised as Townsend and began to use the title ‘earl of 
Leicester’. Naturally the affair reached the House of Lords 
and ‘Margett the Huntingdon Baker’ became a byword for 
false claims to the peerage.   Sarah had claimed the children 
were legitimate heirs to her first husband but in 1842 
the Lords finally ruled they were illegitimate and the title 
was discontinued. John Junior then assumed his mother’s 
maiden name and became MP for Bodmin. 

Huntingdon 
Characters
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MAKE SURE IT’S JUST THE 
SAUSAGES YOU BURN THIS SUMMER!

British Summer Time has finally arrived and many residents will soon be tucking in to a tasty barbecue 
– but these can easily become out of control if care is not taken. Follow our top tips for a safe 
barbecue this summer:

• Place your barbecue on level ground where it will not tip over. 

•  Site barbecues away from sheds, fences, overhanging foliage and the house. 

• Keep children and garden games well away from the cooking area. 

• NEVER leave barbecues unattended. 

•  When cooking is finished, ensure the barbecue is cool before moving it 

•  NEVER pour petrol or other highly flammable liquids over any barbecue. 

• Take extra care if drinking alcohol while cooking.

For more advice about coal or gas barbecue safety, 
log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk/firesafety. 

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for 
news, updates and safety advice.

GARDENING FUN 
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

O  With warm weather finally on the way, it’s time to dust off those gardening tools once again and get outside. 
Gardening is a great way to enjoy the warm weather, and can be fun for all ages, so why not get the whole family 
involved! You don’t have to be an expert to start growing your own produce. Here are our top tips for getting 
started. 

O   June is the perfect time to plant things such as runner beans, broccoli, carrots, lettuce, peas, spinach and spring 
onions, ready to be harvested in the Autumn. 

O   If you don’t have a garden, why not make use of a window box? If you’re gardening on a budget, recycle an old 
milk carton to be used as a planter by cutting off the top. Herbs like dill, coriander and parsley can be grown on 
windowsills. 

O  During the summer holidays you’re sure to need ideas for keeping the kids entertained. Get them involved in 
helping out in the garden. Dedicate an area of the garden for the kids to do some digging – if you don’t have a 
trowel then an old tablespoon could make the perfect child-sized digging tool! 

O   Why not have a family sunflower growing contest?
 Plant a flower for each member of the family and see who’s grows the tallest! 

O  Set up some compost bins in your garden to turn your organic waste into free compost. Throw in things like 
peelings, grass cuttings, leaves, teabags, coffee grounds and shredded paper. You can then make use of the compost 
in your garden next year. 

O  If digging and planting isn’t your thing, you could spend some time in the garden watching the wildlife. Put out bird 
feeders or bird baths and see how many different types of birds you can spot. 
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FORTHCOMINGEVENTS
SUMMER 
THURSDAYS
Huntingdonshire Evening 
Health Walks. Starting at 
the Café at Hinchingbrooke 
Country Park. 18:00. A 
free event for walkers 
of all abilities. Walks will 
last roughly one hour. For 
more information please 
have a look at www.
huntingdonshire.gov.uk/
healthwalks or call the 
Sports Development 
Officer on 01480 387047

SATURDAY 
6TH JUNE
Huntingdon Riverside 
Gala. Riverside Park, 
Huntingdon. 12:00 onwards. 
Free of charge. For 
more information email 
huntingdonriversidegala@
yahoo.co.uk

TUESDAY 
9TH JUNE
More Than a Coffee 
‘Tuesday’ at Costa Coffee. 
Costa Coffee, High Street, 
Huntingdon. 19:00 – 20:00. 
Free of charge. For more 
information contact Costa 
at 01480 431354. 

SATURDAY 13TH 
& SUNDAY 14TH 
JUNE
Lomax Antiques Fair. 
Hinchingbrooke House, 
Huntingdon. 10:00 – 
16:00. Admission £3. For 
information call Lomax 
Fairs on 01379 586134 or 
email info@lomaxfairs.com. 

SATURDAY 
20TH JUNE
Pathfinder March 2015. 
RAF Wyton, Huntingdon. 
Entry fee £18. Application 
forms available from www.
pathfindermarch.co.uk. For 
more information contact 
Mr Andy Garton at 01480 
52451 Ext 4495.

SATURDAY 
20TH JUNE
Hartford  Village Fun Day
For further information 
please contact Mike 
Humphrey on glevum@
btconnect.com.

WEDNESDAY 
24TH JUNE
Pensioners’ Summer Tea 
Party.  The Medway Centre, 
Huntingdon, 14:00 – 16:00.
For more information, 
contact Marilyn Simpson at 
Huntingdon Town Council 
on 01480 411883

TUESDAY 
23RD JUNE – 
SATURDAY 
4TH JULY
Shakespeare at the George 
– The Merry Wives of 
Windsor. The George Hotel, 
Huntingdon. 19:30. Tickets 
are on sale and available at 
https://www.ticketsource.
co.uk/satg. For more 
information visit http://
www.satg.org.uk/index.php. 

SATURDAY 
4TH JULY 
Music for a Summer Evening 
- Choral & Orchestral 
Concert. Hinchingbrooke 
Performing Arts Centre, 
Huntingdon. 19:30 – 21:30.

SATURDAY 4TH 
& SUNDAY 5TH 
JULY
Hartford Open Gardens 
2015. Starts at All Saint’s 
Church, Hartford. 11:00 
– 17:00 both days. £4.00 
per adult pass. Under 14’s 
free admission. For further 
information please contact 
Peter Levitt on peter@
hartford.eclipse.co.uk

TUESDAY 
7TH JULY
Business Start Up Support 
for Huntingdonshire. The 
Maple Centre, Oak Drive, 
Huntingdon. 10:00 – 15:00. 
A workshop providing 
business skills workshops, 
one to one mentoring, 
business plan creations and 
access to finance advice.

SATURDAY 
18TH JULY
Nocturnal Walk at 
Hinchingbrooke Park. 20:30 
– 23:00.  A guided walk 
around Hinchingbrooke 
Country Park to investigate 
nocturnal wildlife. £5 for 
adults, £3 for children. For 
more information phone 
01480 388666.

SUNDAY 
19TH JULY
Coneygear Park Summer 
Gala. Lots of funfair 
attractions, stalls and 
entertainment. For more 
information please contact 
Shilpa Desai-Sakaldip on 
01480 388677.

THURSDAY 23RD 
– SATURDAY 
25TH JULY
Breaking the Code. 
Commemoration Hall, 
High Street, Huntingdon. 
Huntingdon Drama Club’s 
Summer Production. Tickets 
and further information 
available at www.
huntingdondramaclub.org

MONDAY 
31ST AUGUST
Brian Martin Pallets BIG 
Family Fun Day. Huntingdon 
Racecourse. 10:45 – 16:15. 
Admission £13.50 in 
advance or £15 on the 
day. Information available 
from http://huntingdon.
thejockeyclub.co.uk/events-
tickets/whats-on/monday-
31st-august-2015-The-BIG-
Family-Fun-Day. 
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DRAMA NEWS

The Merry Wives of Windsor

Following the success of last year’s captioned show, Shakespeare at The 
George will be providing a subtitled performance of “The Merry Wives of 
Windsor” as part of it’s two week run in the atmospheric, open-air setting 
of the Jacobean courtyard at The George Hotel, Huntingdon. 

The performance, at 7.30pm on Tuesday 30th June, will be suitable for 
anyone but will feature captions (subtitles) for deaf and hard of hearing 
patrons provided by STAGETEXT, which provides captioning services 
to some of the country’s most famous theatres including the National 
Theatre, Shakespeare’s Globe and Cambridge Arts.  

“The Merry Wives of Windsor” is one of Shakespeare’s bawdiest comedies 
and follows the riotous adventures of the disreputable Sir John Falstaff on 
the lookout for love (and money).
www.satg.org.uk/tickets.  

Alan Turing, computer science pioneer & World War II code-breaker, is 
the subject of Huntingdon Drama Club’s summer production - Hugh 
Whitemore’s poignant & gripping play “Breaking The Code”. As depicted in 
the recent film “The Imitation Game”, Alan Turing was famously recruited 
by the Government Code & Cypher School at Bletchley Park to help 
crack the ‘unbreakable’ German Enigma code. After the war he worked 
at Manchester University, developing the first stored-program computers. 
Turing was a homosexual and was later prosecuted for indecency. He took 
his own life at the age of just 41. Despite the countless lives he saved 
during the War, he did not receive a royal pardon until 2013. 
 
Whitemore’s play focuses on key moments in Turing’s life, from his boyhood 
days to his brilliant work at Bletchley and his tragic end, the action interlaced 
with Turing’s revolutionary thinking on computable numbers & machines. 
First performed in 1986, the play had successful runs in London and on 
Broadway, was nominated for 3 Tony Awards and later filmed by the BBC. 
It’s based on Andrew Hodges’ book “Alan Turing: The Enigma”, the source 
material for the Oscar-nominated Benedict Cumberbatch movie. 
 
The club’s Artistic Director Dean Laccohee will direct the production, 
which follows on from the club’s successful run of Neil Simon’s comedy 
“California Suite” in March. 
 
“Breaking The Code” will play from July 23rd to 25th at the Commemoration 
Hall, Huntingdon. Tickets are available now from the club website
www.huntingdondramaclub.org 



16

PET CARE IN THE SUMMER

You can find much more information for caring for your pets during the summer months at www.pdsa.org.uk

Summertime is finally upon us.  While 
you’re out making the most of the warm 
weather, it’s important to make sure 
your pets are kept cool, healthy and safe. 
Follow our top tips to make sure your 
furry friends can enjoy the sunshine just 
as much as you!

Never leave pets in cars, even with 
the windows open or in the shade. 
The temperature in the car can get 
dangerously high quicker than you think! 

Make sure pets have some access to 
some shelter from the sun.  Don’t leave 
hutches or runs in direct sunlight. Cages 
for birds or small animals should also 
be moved away from windows or other 
places that can get very hot.

Ensure pets always have access to clean, 
fresh water. 

Walk dogs in the morning or evening 
to prevent them overheating in the 
daytime sun or burning their paws on 
hot pavements. 

�Keep an eye out for signs of heat stroke. 
Symptoms include excessive panting, 
extreme salivation, distress and collapse. 
If you suspect your pet has heatstroke, 
contact your vet immediately.  You can 
cool them down by wrapping them in 
towels soaked in cool (not freezing) 
water. 

The WI in Huntingdon & Peterborough 
- Blooming into the next Century
Just off the ring road at 6a Walden Road is the WI (Women’s Institute) Centre for the Huntingdon & 
Peterborough area.   Here we look after around 1,750 members in 54 locations.  The building was once a 
school but is now our office and meeting rooms that are available to hire by the local community as well as 
being the location for many different WI activities.

This year the WI as a national organisation celebrates its centenary.   In 1915 it set out to give women a 
voice and to be a force for good in the community - this is still true today. However, the WI has moved with 
the times and adjusted to the changing lives of women.   For everyone who joins there is the freedom to 
make it what you want it to be as the WI will be a source of shared experiences, friendships and inspiration. 
Every WI is different so why not give it a try?

As part of our centenary celebrations we are delighted to be participating 
in Huntingdon in Bloom. Planting the border at the entrance of the 
building will include the WI Centenary rose called 'Inspiration'.

For details about joining the WI, to hire a room 
or visit our craft shop phone: 01480 453137 
Email: office@hpfwi.co.uk. www.nfwi.org.uk
      www.facebook.com/thewi.huntingdonandpeterborough
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You can recycle even more at home
Residents can now add plastic film and bags to the list of materials that 
can be recycled as part of the collections made by Huntingdonshire District 
Council.
The new materials include: plastic carrier bags, plastic bread bags, breakfast 
cereal bags, multipack wraps, freezer bags, magazine and newspaper 
plastic wraps, clean cling film can now be recycled in along 
with the materials already accepted: plastic bottles, 
pots, tubs and trays, aerosols, tins, cans, metal jar lids, 
aluminum foil and trays, paper, magazines, catalogues, 
phone books, cardboard, cartons, glass bottles and jars.
You can find out more about the materials that can 
go in recycling bin 

www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/whatgoesinwhichbin

Bees in the Park
Summer is here! In Hinchingbrooke Country Park, the natural world is 
coming to life ready for a year of song and colour.

The Park has many attractions for its visitors, with woodland and 
lakeside walks, pond dipping, dog free adventure play areas for 
children, picnic and barbeque sites and on warmer days the 
opportunity to watch honey bees working in their hives.

The Huntingdonshire Beekeepers Association has built a 
large bee-watching gallery for use by visitors to the Park. 
It provides a safe, bee-free place with huge glass windows 
and space for all ages to see the bees. If you visit on a Sunday 
between 2pm and 3pm, local beekeepers open up the hives 
(weather permitting) so that you can see what goes on inside a 
hive of up to 50,000 bees. Look for the yellow flag in the Park and 
come and see us. There will be a beekeeper on hand to answer your 
questions. 

When you watch the bees you might want to visit 
the café for a snack or drink. While you’re there, 

why not buy a jar of real locally produced honey 
and enjoy the healthy benefits made for us by 

the bees.

For more information about the activities 
that take place at Hinchingbrooke Park, 
please visit www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/

hinchingbrookecountrypark
 

PET CARE IN THE SUMMER
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MAYORS’ CHARITY NEWS
It  was an honour to be re-elected Mayor of Huntingdon 
for the second time. My first thoughts were how could 
we beat last year’s amazing total of £11,500.00 raised 
for the chosen charities. The fundraising team headed by 
Doug McIlwain had set a target of £16,000.00 for the year 
2014/15. It all started with the first of two Zumbathons 
with help from “Mad Debs” and we raised over £1,600.00 
over the two sessions. 

The  next event was one of pure terror for me a Sky Dive 
at 14,000 feet. However the Deputy Mayor Tanya Forster 
stepped in and jumped on my behalf along with twelve 
other very brave people who all helped to raise just over 
£1,500.00. 

September brought two events. The Pampered Chef 
evening and a Tesco Bucket Collection were both successful 
events. 

In October, Debbie Bray held the first of two Bingo 
evenings at the Medway and both were very enjoyable. 

At the end of that month it was the annual Music Hall 
Society performance of “Old Time Music Hall”. 

In November for the first time we held a Christmas 
Dinner with the Mayor at the Town Hall, supported by many 
local Mayors and friends. 

December was busy with two pantomimes and a Bag 
Pack at Tesco as well as an eyebrow raising first. A 200 
strong audience of ladies came together in the Town Hall 
for a Ladies Night to enjoy craft stalls, treatments, a local 
singer and a Drag Act. It was a very exciting evening but 
alas one I was excluded from as it was Ladies only and the 
evening raised over £1,600.00. 

The New Year brought more events starting with the 
second Zumbathon at the Medway followed by a paranormal 
investigation of the Old Courts in the Town Hall. 

In March, the Huntingdon Youth Theatre performed a 
play about the Witches of Warboys trial in the Town Hall 
and over 250 people came to see it in aid of the Mayor’s 
charities. 

At the end of March we held the Mayors annual Civic 
Ball with record number attending and we were SOLD 
OUT with weeks to go raising well over £2,000.00 on the 
evening. It was a record for the Mayor of Huntingdon. 

During a busy May we continued with the fundraising 
and held a Ladies Night at the Medway, Bingo at the Medway 
and a second Paranormal investigation at the Town Hall. 

The Bank Holiday saw the Mayor’s annual 5 mile race and 
fun run in association with the BRJ runners. 

We ended the charity year with a Mad Hatters Tea 
Party, a play commissioned for the Mayor of Huntingdon 
performed by the Huntingdon Youth Theatre and a charity 
Bowls Day at the Outdoor Bowls Club in Huntingdon. 

Finally, I know it is always dangerous to thank people 
by name in case you forget anyone, however, thanks to 
everyone who has supported my charities these last two 
years, from the public, who have attended the events, 
the sponsors, and especially the Fundraising Team, Doug, 
Tanya, Susan and of course the very hardworking Mayor’s 
Secretary, Marilyn Simpson.

Bill Hensley 
Mayor of Huntingdon 2013/14 & 2014/15
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Huntingdon Youth Town Council has started to plan an exciting upcoming event called the Battle of the Bands 

which will be taking place in July. We are creating advertisements and searching for acts to perform at the 

event as we speak. If you are currently reading this article and thinking “well, I’m part of a band and I wish to 

sign up...” then please contact hytcbattleofthebands@outlook.com. Any bands entering must be aged 18 or 

under.  

We have also been having discussions with the local police regarding an issue which nnegatively affects many 

teenagers nowadays which is cyberbullying. According to a local police sergeant we spoke with, they will be 

visiting many schools around the area to raise awareness of cyberbullying.

Not only are we planning and advertising exciting events and raising awareness of serious issues, we have also 

proposed new plans that we wish to put into action in the future. We are hoping to host the Young People’s 

Award and put together a charity event of some description to raise money for important causes.  

We are also hoping to hold a Youth Town Council Raffle event which will include prizes such as restaurant 

vouchers, cinema tickets and gym memberships. Finally, we are hoping to do a graffiti clean-up project in the 

town!

In the upcoming months, you’ll be hearing from us much more frequently!
Francesca Moore

Huntingdon Youth Town Council

Huntingdon Youth
Town Council

         going on recently?What has been

Combining the three tiers of local government…
Huntingdon Town Council constantly strives to provide 
the best service to its residents, including the provision 
of information through the council website. In order to 
improve the accessibility of information across the three 
tiers of local government, Huntingdon Town Council has 
commissioned a new website, to incorporate information 
relating to the Town, District and County Council.

Whether you want to look up a current planning 
application, enquire about an allotment or find out about 
bin collection dates, you can find it all by visiting the new 
Town Council website. The domain name remains the same 
as before: www.huntingdontown.gov.uk.

We welcome any feedback about the new site and hope that 
you find it a useful tool for accessing local information.
Expected to go live mid-June 2015
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Huntingdon Town Council are beginning work on a neighbourhood plan for Huntingdon. 
A neighbourhood plan sets out a vision for the future of the town, giving the community a say in new developments. 
In order to produce this plan, we need feedback from the residents of Huntingdon. 
Please fill in this survey and return to Hayley Burns at the Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ 
by Friday 17th July. For more information email hayley.burns@huntingdontown.gov.uk.

 

Postcode: ________________________________ Age:  ______________________________

How long have you been a resident of Huntingdon?: _______________________________

What do you value most about the town of Huntingdon?

What are your biggest concerns about Huntingdon?

Which areas would you like to see developments/investments in around Huntingdon?: 
(Tick all those you feel are most important)
 
 O New homes O Schools/nurseries/childcare

 O Leisure facilities O More green spaces/

 O Retail  protection of existing green spaces

 O Business/office spaces O Healthcare facilities

 O Parking O Transport

 O Technology (e.g. better mobile phone O Services for young people

  coverage, broadband speeds etc.) O Roads/pathways  

 O Other (Please specify)  ____________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________

What one change do you think would be most beneficial to Huntingdon?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

!

Neighbourhood Plan Survey

About You


