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British Monarch,
Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II
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Long Live The Queen
Queen Elizabeth II was proclaimed sovereign throughout
her realms after the death of her father, King George
VI, who died in the night between the 5th and 6th
February 1952 while she was in Kenya.
In the United Kingdom, the Accession Council met
twice at St James’s Palace: ﬁrst at 5pm on Wednesday
the 6th February, before the Queen had returned
from Kenya, to make their proclamation declaring the
accession of the new sovereign, as the deceased King’s
successor in accordance with the line of succession
to the British throne. The second meeting began at
10am on Friday the 8th February, when the Queen was
personally present, to receive her oath for the security
of the Church of Scotland and her own personal
declaration, pledging that she would always work to
uphold constitutional government and to advance
the happiness and prosperity of her peoples all the
world over. Her declaration for securing the Protestant
succession, as required under the Coronation Oath
Act 1688, the Act of Settlement and the Accession
Declaration Act 1910 was to be made later, at the next
state opening of parliament on the 4th November.
After the Accession Council had completed the
formalities for their proclamation on 6th February, it
had been issued for publication in a supplement to that
day’s London Gazette.
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call
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01480 410384 for
more information

The proclamation in the United Kingdom marked
the ﬁrst inclusion, by an Accession Council, of
the title Head of the Commonwealth, and the ﬁrst
reference to “representatives of other Members of the
Commonwealth” as among those proclaiming. Also,
the Crown, which previously was referred to as the
Imperial Crown of Great Britain and Ireland, was also
now non-speciﬁc, and Elizabeth’s title was not her
ofﬁcial one. These last two points reﬂected the existence
of the Republic of Ireland (Ireland would not be
ofﬁcially removed from the Queen’s title until the year
following), as well as the sovereignty of countries over
which Elizabeth was now separately queen. However, the
Canadian proclamation, necessarily separate due to the
country’s legal independence from the UK, continued
to refer to the new sovereign as Queen of Ireland, and
the Crown she inherited as being that of “Great Britain,
Ireland and all other His late Majesty’s dominions.”
Elizabeth was also proclaimed Queen of Ireland in
South Africa.
The front cover and contents page of this issue has
been designed in celebration of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II becoming Britain’s longest reigning
Monarch as of 9th September 2015.

YOUR JOURNEY

YOUR FUTURE

Let the next
step of your
journey begin...
Huntingdonshire Regional College
offers a wide range of career-focused
full-time Study Programmes, part-time
professional courses and paid jobs
and training through Apprenticeships
provided in partnership with local
employers.
Full-time students applying for
September 2015 could save up to £450
per year with our FREE College bus
service across Huntingdonshire.

It’s not too late
to apply!
huntingdon.ac.uk
01480 379106

/HuntingdonshireRegionalCollege

@HuntsCollege
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The management and production of About Town is overseen by Huntingdon Town Council’s
Newsletter Sub Committee. This Committee is made up of the following members:
Doug McIlwain – Chairman
Councillor Dyne
Councillor Jacobs

Councillor Mulcahy – Vice Chairman
Councillor Forster
Councillor McAdam

Councillor Dovans
Councillor George
Natasha Pierson

From the Town Clerk ’s desk.....
Welcome to the Autumn edition of replacing Sir Eric Pickles. Already
About Town, which I trust you will at the Town Hall, we are feeling the
effects of the government’s agenda,
enjoy reading.
with localism and devolution
Following the May elections, the very prevalent. With reductions
Town Hall has been full of activity in central government grants to
with the new administrations County and District authorities,
initiative.
All Members of the more facilities, functions and
Town Council have received a New services are being transferred down
Councillor Pack, Councillor Training to the Town Council. As Town Clerk, I
and Planning Training to assist them am attending numerous negotiation
in their role for the next four years. meetings.
Nationally, the government has All residents can have a say on
appointed a new Secretary of the destiny of the Town via the
State; with the Rt. Hon. Greg Clarke Neighbourhood Plan, to give a

clear indication of your future
requirements. You have a choice
to be either ‘Small Minded or Big
Minded’. From your feedback,
Huntingdon Town Council can then
grasp the opportunity to stride
forwards. I close by quoting Gary
Porter – Chairman of the Local
Government Association:
– Closer to the People
– Local to the People
– Cheaper to the People
Philip Peacock
Town Clerk
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In May 2015 I was elected to Town and District Council for

Huntingdon East and for 2015-2016 I have been elected as Deputy
Mayor of Huntingdon. Since taking on this role I have been busy with
civic duties!

Councillor Daryl Brown

I live and work in Huntingdon, having moved to the town around four
years ago. My links to the town go back many years, but I became
particularly involved when I joined Magpas – The Emergency Medical
Charity in 2009 where I am Chief Executive. The charity provides
emergency treatment at the scene of medical emergencies, providing
A&E level care to patients in their moment of need. The charity has
attended over 60,000 patients, mostly car crashes, since it was founded
over 40 years ago, making it both the longest running and one of the
busiest charities of its kind in The United Kingdom.

I am also Lead Governor of Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, where I was first
elected in 2010. Through both of these roles I have acquired a keen knowledge and understanding
of the emergency medical services, NHS and road safety in our region.While I am keen to bring this
expertise to the Council, I also have a desire to represent the views needs of all residents in planning,
town finances and making sure Huntingdon town interests are represented at a District level. In my
down time I enjoy fitness, history and gardening. I am energetic and enthusiastic and keen to hear
resident’s views.
Whilst serving as a Town Councillor, I would like to see Huntingdon capitalise on its incredible
history, keep the town looking clean and tidy and make our green spaces look great. I would also
like to see more businesses attracted to Huntingdon and will strive to ensure that our resources
are put to best use for you as the residents of our town.

Finance Committee

Huntingdon Town Council operates via three main Committees, one of which is Finance.The Finance Committee
is responsible for making decisions on any monetary matters, managing and scrutinising budgets and agreeing on
expenditure for all Council projects.
The Finance Committee, Chaired by Councillor Valatka, delegates responsibilities to five Sub Committees:

Sub Committee

Responsibility

Finance

The Finance Sub Committee is delegated powers to scrutinise accounts and
budgets prior to approval being made at the full Finance Committee.

Chairman: Councillor Valatka

Staffing
Chairman: Councillor Mulcahy

Lettings
Chairman: Councillor Sanderson

Grants
Chairman: Councillor Forster

Twinning
Chairman: Councillor Brown

The Staffing Sub Committee is responsible for making any recommendations
related to staffing issues.
The Lettings Sub Committee is delegated responsibility for reviewing all Town
Council lease agreements, tenancy agreements, hire rates for public buildings
and purchase rates for burial plots.
The Grants Sub Committee meets twice a year to review and recommend
awards for all community grant applications received.
The Twinning Sub Committee meets in conjunction with the Twinning
Association to discuss any forthcoming twinning activities and events and to
recommend the level of support given from the Town Council.

Each of the above Sub Committee has a different delegated role and puts forward recommendations to be
approved by the main Finance Committee
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Leisure and Community Services Committee

Huntingdon Town Council is responsible for a number of leisure and amenity sites in Huntingdon, along with
making decisions about community events, promotion and outdoor improvements. This aspect of Town Council
business is managed and controlled by the Leisure and Community Services Committee.
The Leisure and Community Services Committee, Chaired by Councillor Sanderson, delegates its
responsibilities to three Sub Committees:

Sub Committee

Responsibility

Leisure Development
Sub Committee

The Leisure Development Sub Committee is delegated responsibility to
consider and recommend the course of action to be taken with individual
community projects and outdoor spaces under the management of
Huntingdon Town Council.

Chairman: Councillor Sanderson

Newsletter
Sub Committee
Chairman: Doug McIlwain

Events Sub Committee
Chairman: Doug McIlwain

Play Area Sub Committee
Chairman: Councillor Sanderson

The Newsletter Sub Committee is responsible for the management and
creation of the Town Council’s quarterly Newsletter, About Town and also the
Town Council’s official website.
The Events Sub Committee is responsible for the scheduling and planning of
any community events outside of the Town Council’s rolling programme of
annual Civic and Community events.
The Play Area Sub Committee is responsible for managing Huntingdon
Town Council’s existing Play Areas in the Town and for recommending
improvements or additions to these areas.

All of the recommendations from these Sub Committees are put forward to the main Leisure and Community Services
Committee to be formally approved

Planning Committee

Huntingdon Town Council works in conjunction with Huntingdonshire District Council on any planning matters
relevant to the Town. The Council also invites any large scale planning projects that may affect Huntingdon to
come and provide information and answer queries at meetings of the Planning Committee. Currently, topics
of interest to the Planning Committee are the plans for the A14 Improvement Scheme and the RAF Wyton
Redevelopment.
The Planning Committee, Chaired by Councillor Hassell, delegates responsibilities to two Sub Committees:

Sub Committee

Responsibility

Planning Sub Committee

To carry out in depth discussions and put forward questions on planning
developments and works relevant to Huntingdon.

Chairman: Councillor Hassell

Planning Applications
Panel
Chairman: Councillor Hassell

To receive and provide comment on any planning applications, works to trees
and street naming relevant to Huntingdon. All comments are submitted to
Huntingdonshire District Council as the Planning Authority.

All of the recommendations and comments made on behalf of these Sub Committees are then put forward to the main
Planning Committee for formal approval.

CIVIC CAROL SERVICE

Every year Huntingdon Town Council holds a Civic Carol Service.
The date of this years’ service falls on Wednesday 9th December and
will be held at St Mary’s Church on Huntingdon’s High Street.
Should you wish to attend, please be seated in the Church by 7.15pm
ready for a 7.30pm start.
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THE MEDWAY CENTRE

Medway Road, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 1SF
Telephone: 01480 388677
Web: www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/community-halls

The Medway Centre is still buzzing with lots of activity. Whatever your
age or interest, I’m sure that there’ll be something on that you could join.
We have lots of classes for young people ranging from Boxing and Judo to
Dance and Drama Classes. We also host classes and clubs such as Zumba,
Line Dancing, Mahjong and Bingo to mention a few. On top of all these, we
even have an OFSTED registered pre-school that is based at the centre.
The Community Shop, which is also based at the Medway Centre, is proving
to be very successful. If you want to grab a bargain, pop over on either
a Monday, Thursday or Friday mornings – the shop is open from 9am to
1pm on those days. If you have anything to donate, I’m sure they will be
very grateful. You may think that Sundays are a quiet day, but not at the
centre! The Medway Christian Fellowship meets every Sunday as do the
Huntingdonshire Community Group. If you’re looking at holding a party,
conference or a gathering of any kind, please do consider the Medway
Centre as we do have availability. We do also have weekly availability at
the same time, for any group(s) wishing to make a regular booking. With
hire rates being kept consistently low, free parking and Wi-Fi, a great sound
system and lots of space, the Medway Centre could be your ideal venue. For
any enquiries relating to the Medway Centre, please either pop in and see
myself or Gwen Freeman (Assistant Manager) on any weekday or phone
01480 388677
Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Medway Centre Manager

CONEYGEAR PARK

Coneygear Rd, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire
Telephone: 01480 388677
Web: www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

I hope you’ll agree that Coneygear Park has now transformed into a fantastic community park filled with lots of new play
equipment for young people and a community orchard. We really want everyone to enjoy the park and look after it. If you
would like to become more involved with the park, have you considered joining the Friends of Coneygear Park Committee?
We are looking for individuals who are passionate about the park and who want to get involved. If this sounds like you,
please phone me on 01480 388677 as
we need more volunteers to come
on board. Thank you to everyone that
attended the Coneygear Park Summer
Gala on Sunday 19 July 2015, including
all volunteers and stall holders. We
were blessed with fantastic weather
(albeit a little windy) - the funfair was
a hit with children along with the new
play equipment. Families were able
to enjoy the weather and relax in the
park listening to the great music being
played live at the park by Huntingdon
Community Radio. We will shortly be
planning our Christmas Gala so watch
this space for more information – last
year was a huge success and we want
this year to be bigger and better!
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Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Coneygear Park Manager

News from the Town Hall
Huntingdon’s Town Hall has once again been a hive
of activity over the summer months. Since the new
Administration was elected in May 2015, the Council
has been working on a number of projects, many of
which have already had highly successful outcomes.
Below is an indication of a range of past, present and
ongoing achievements:
• New Committee and Sub Committees appointed for
the year 2015/16 with an additional Sub Committee
being created to look specifically at Huntingdon Town
Council’s 19 play areas.
• Councillors have been appointed to represent over 20
outside bodies in Huntingdon; groups, organisations and
charities that could benefit from the Council’s support
and input.
• Huntingdon Town Council has had its Annual Internal
Audit completed out for 2014/15, which was deemed
satisfactory across all areas of audit.
• The Finance Committee has approved for improvement
works to Huntingdon’s Olympic Gym Club car park
to be carried out. This has commenced with a survey
undertaken by a Structural Engineer.

surrounding the forthcoming expiry date of the lease
for the One Leisure Sports Facility building on St Peters
Road.
• The
Leisure
Development
Sub
Committee
recommended and achieved approval for the purchase
of two new WWI and WWII commemorative benches,
one to be installed at the Sebastopol Cannon Site and
the other to be located near to the WWI war graves in
Priory Road Cemetery.
• The Events Sub Committee has confirmed a community
events calendar for the next four years, which is set
to expand in line with the Neighbourhood Plan that
is currently in the community consultation phase.
Coneygear Park held an extremely successful Summer
Gala back in July and planning is underway for the town’s
annual Remembrance Sunday march and parade with
RAF Wyton.
• The Newsletter Sub Committee has seen the
development and completion of Huntingdon Town
Council’s new website, which we hope you will benefit
from. On average, the site is reaching just under 300
page views per day. Should you have any feedback or
suggestions about the site, please get in touch.

• Huntingdon Town Council has been in discussion with
Huntingdonshire District Council about future transfers
of all ﬂower beds and displays in the town to fall under
the Town Council’s management.

• Huntingdon Town Hall is now officially an approved
venue for marriage ceremonies and civil partnerships.
There are four rooms which have been approved under
the license, which means that the building can now offer
both ceremony and reception rooms for your special
day.

• The Planning Committee has been in discussion with
Balfour Beatty and received presentations regarding
the replacement and improvement of street lighting
in Huntingdon, making the service more cost effective.
Comments and feedback has been given to the contractor
to ensure all areas are safely covered. Additionally, the
Planning Committee has been a part of the consultation
regarding the A14 Improvement Scheme.

• Huntingdon successfully entered Anglia In Bloom 2015
with judges’ visit taking place back in July and the awards
ceremony happening on Thursday 17th September.
Work has already commenced with the 2016 campaign
and we would urge anyone to get in touch if they would
like to be involved.

• Huntingdon Town Council has taken ownership of
running a consultation about enforcing stricter rules
on access to the Market Square via Princes Street to
try and combat the issue of inappropriate parking and
usage of the area. Consultation letters have been issued
to local businesses and residents affected and meetings
have taken place with Cambridgeshire Constabulary,
Cambridgeshire County Council, Huntingdonshire
District Council and BID Huntingdon.
• The process of transferring the freehold of the Cromwell
Museum to Huntingdon Town Council is now almost
complete and discussions are currently taking place

• An application for a Waterless Toilet grant was put
forward to the Big Lottery Fund for consideration. Our
application was successful and the Waterless Toilet will
be installed at the Sallowbush Road allotment site for
the tenants to make free use of. It is hoped that over the
next few years we will have this facility available across
all four of our allotment sites.

Should you as a resident of our town have any
suggestions for further improvements, projects or
events that Huntingdon Town Council could consider,
please do contact us on 01480 411883 or email
town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
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NEWS FROM THE HEAD GROUNDSMAN
As the autumn approaches, we are now ready to start planting our winter bedding
out across the town, which will be done in October. Our team has produced over
15,000 bedding plants from seed, all of which have been grown and cultivated in
Huntingdon Town Council’s nursery. Plant varieties for the winter bedding include;
wallﬂowers, pansies and bellis.
We commenced with hedge cutting last month and have now almost completed
this task. Areas that we have been working on include, Coneygear Park, The
Cricket Club and KGV Hartford Play Area.
Further winter jobs have been planned for
throughout the year and scheduled projects
so far are improvements to the wooden tops on
the allotment water troughs and painting and installing benches in the
Cemeteries.
Although we are currently planting our winter bedding, we are already
planning ahead for the summer displays in 2016.To mark the Centenary
of RAF Wyton and the 75th Anniversary of the ﬂight of the Lancaster,
it is hoped that the Corn Drill ﬂoral display by the Bus Station will be
in the form of a 3D Lancaster plane.
Unfortunately we have experienced a high rate of vandalism around Huntingdon over the last few months
ranging from graffiti at our Play Areas to trees in our Parks being damaged or destroyed. Broken glass and
smashed bottles on the ground also continues to be a problem, which we try to respond to as quickly as possible
to avoid any accidents. If you see any evidence of vandalism, I would urge you to contact the Police by calling 101.

Peter Haynes
Head Groundsman at Huntingdon Town Council

Neighbourhood Plan Survey
Since the last issue of
About Town in June, a
lot has happened with the
Huntingdon Neighbourhood
Plan! After putting out our
initial questionnaire, we
received a great number
of responses with some
excellent ideas of what is
valued around Huntingdon,
and areas for improvement
in the town. If you
haven’t
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already completed the
questionnaire,
there’s
still time. You can find a
copy to complete on the
Neighbourhood Plan page
of the Huntingdon Town
Council website.
Community involvement is
a hugely important part of
producing a Neighbourhood
Plan, which means we want
to hear from as many of
you as we can, including
schools, local businesses and
community groups, as well
as those who live and work
in the town. In the coming
months, we’ll be holding a
range of events, including
more open days, meetings
and forums on various topics
that affect the town.There’ll

be plenty of opportunities
for you to have your say
on what you want to see
happen in Huntingdon in the
future. If you can’t make it in
person to one of our events,
you can get still involved
on our Facebook page
by searching ‘Huntingdon
Neighbourhood Plan,’ or by
completing the surveys that
will be circulated at various
stages of the planning
process.
For more information on
getting involved with the
Huntingdon Neighbourhood
Plan, contact Hayley
on hayley.burns@
huntingdontown.gov.uk

Huntingdon back on the In Bloom map!
On the 8th July, two Anglia In Bloom judges visited
Huntingdon after three years out of the competition.
The Huntingdon In Bloom Committee had partnered
with numerous community groups to work on projects
across the town, helping to enhance and improve garden
and communal areas.

The results of the competition will be released later on in
September, so watch out for the results!
Plans for the 2016 campaign are already underway, with
the Committee keen to recruit more volunteers and
assist with new community projects.
The judges were escorted on a three hour tour of the
town, where they visited groups and destinations such as
Coneygear Park, Thongsley School, Hunters Down Care
Home, the WI, the Train Station, Hinchingbrooke Hospital,
Hinchingbrooke Country Park and Cromwell Academy.

If you would like to be involved or know of a community
space that could be enhanced by the In Bloom team, please
get in touch with natasha.pierson@huntingdontown.
gov.uk
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On Tuesday 7th July, the annual
Youth Town Meeting was held in Huntingdon Town Hall. The Youth
Town Meeting gives young people from the local area a chance to have
their say in what projects they’d like to see us work on in the coming year.
Representatives from the Girl Guides and St Peter’s School Sixth Form attended the
meeting to discuss their thoughts on the town.
We wanted feedback on what young people thought about the town, and what they’d like to see more of. It
was mentioned that it would be good to have more chances for youth groups to get involved in the town, and
more activities should be available for young people to take part in. A lot of great ideas were discussed, including
employability workshops, life skills workshops, competitions, sports days, fundraising and events.We hope to put
as many of these ideas as we can into action, to provide an exciting, varied calendar of activities for the young
people in the town.
If you missed out on the Youth Town Meeting, we still want to hear from you. If you have any ideas or comments
for us, send us an email on huntingdonyouthtowncouncil@outlook.com.
We’re always looking for new members to join us. If you want to be a part of the Youth Town Council, come
along to one of our meetings.The meetings calendar for the rest of the year can be found on our Facebook page.
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1. The Hartford Darby and Joan Club

2. The Hinchingbrooke District Scouts

has been running for over 50 years,
meeting at The Medway Centre on the
last Wednesday of each month, excluding
August. The purpose of the Group is to
provide a friendly and interesting afternoon
for the over 60’s living in the Hartford
and Huntingdon area. The meetings host
speakers on various subjects of interest
each month, and afterwards a light afternoon
tea is served for members, who then have
opportunity to chat and socialise.
The membership subscription is £7 per
year with an additional £1.50p charged
for the tea provided. In June each year
the Club arranges a coach outing, a fish
and chip lunch is served for members
at the September Harvest Service and in
December or January of each year the Club
has a Christmas/New Year Lunch.

have three groups in the Huntingdon
Town catchment area. One of these is
the 1st Hunts (Hartford) Group, which is
registered nationally as one of the oldest
in the country. This is the group that the
District is currently focusing on. They have
been trying for some time to expand the
membership of this group, with both young
people and adult leadership, currently
running a campaign to this end. The main
aim of the campaign is to add the Scout
section in Huntingdon. This section offers
Scouting to young people between the ages
of 10½ yrs and 14 yrs which is sadly lacking
in the town.

3. Moor Community Centre & Cafe
is a community centre and cafe based on
the Oxmoor, which has been in operation
for 20 years in various guises. It started
out as a Drop In Centre based in a portacabin, where people could come and meet
friends, district nurses, local police, find out
information on benefits and have a cuppa.
The Centre then moved to an empty shop
on Sapley Square, where people continued
10

to meet, find out about various services
used and to come and discuss relevant
issues. Food and drink was always available
too. When the new Health Centre and
shops were being built they were offered the
present premises in the Maple Centre. The
Centre and Cafe now offers a Community
Centre for the local community to use for
recreational and educational purposes, as
well as a Cafe, which is open five days a
week, 8.30am - 4.30pm.

5. Hunters Down - Activities

4. Huntingdon Town Rowdies Football Club

6. 1st Stukeley Meadows Rainbows
are the youngest section of GirlGuiding.
The group gives girls a space to be free to
be themselves without fear of judgement
from anyone else. The Leaders teach the
girls about their surroundings and our
world in a fun environment. Activities vary
weekly from no-cook cooking, to science
experiments, camping skills and charity
work.The girls stay with the Rainbows from
5yrs to 7yrs old when they hopefully move
up to join the Brownies. The group meets
at Stukeley Meadows School once a week
during term times.

has been established for many years, with
its current home at Jubilee Park. The
Club caters for boys and girls from the
Huntingdon Town catchment area. Its key
objectives are to provide a safe sporting
environment where children from 5
years through to 16 years can experience
skills training, teamwork, discipline and
competition via a network of volunteer
coaches. With a membership in excess of
140 players the Club relies on funding from
donations, sponsorship and members fees.

is based at the purpose built modern care
home which re-opened in November
2008, offering Nursing, Dementia Nursing
and Residential Care. It is situated on
Hartford Road,
Huntingdon.
H u n t e r s
Down has the
benefit of its
HUNTERS DOWN
own Activities
Coordinators
who liaise with
people and provide a wide range of activities
for residents. These include reminiscence,
music therapy, arts and crafts, painting,
quizzes, sing-a-longs trips out (Including
going to see Des O’Connor!), shopping
trips, visits to the local zoo and garden
centres, lunch trips and much much more!
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THE CROMWELL MUSEUM
In April 2016 the running of the Cromwell Museum will be taken over by an independent
charitable trust. So what’s been happening?
1.

A Project Officer – Fiona O’Mahony was
appointed in April, to oversee the transfer
and help ensure that the creation of this
body provides an opportunity to reinvigorate
the museum and keep it as a place of vibrant
audience engagement.

2.

A Shadow Board has been appointed and our
Trustees are now working hard to develop
the Business Plan governing the future of our
nationally important collection.

3.

Cambridgeshire County Council is working with
Huntingdon Town Council over the transferring
ownership of the site and building to the Town
Council.

4.

A Volunteer Coordinator has been appointed.
Mike Brooks worked for many years as Museum
Assistant so is very familiar with the issues and
opportunities. If you think you have a few hours
a month to spare, Mike would love to hear from
you. The Museum has all sorts of opportunities
both within the building and out and about. Just
drop your details into the museum and Mike will
be in touch.

5.

The Museum continues to be an important
local community asset supporting local
schools, community ventures and helping keep
Huntingdon’s town centre vibrant and thriving.
If you have any comments or ideas we would
love to hear from you. Drop into the museum
and share your suggestions with us.
Up until October we are open Tuesday - Sunday
10.30am -12.30pm and 1.30 - 4.00pm.
From October until April opening hours are
Tuesday - Friday & Sunday 1.30 - 4.00pm
Saturday 10.30am -12.30pm & 1.30 - 4.00pm.

Huntingdon Town Football Club
by kind permission of

Huntingdon Town Council
& Sports Huntingdon
present

FIREWORKS
at Jubilee Park

on Friday 6th November 2015
Entrance £3 - Gates open at 5pm, Fireworks at 7pm
12

Food Stalls, Fun Fair, Giant Bonfire etc...

Huntingdon – reasons to be chilli-cheerful!
Ranked in the Top Ten ‘Rural Areas Quality of Life’, Huntingdon has many attractions for
you to enjoy. From a choice of boutique and national shops, historic heritage, riverside
walks and fun activities, here is the perfect place to visit when you’re looking for things
to do.
Regular Traditional and Farmers’ Markets take place in the town centre. Plays, music,
galas and fund-raising fun events are all part of Huntingdon’s rich tapestry.
In October, the town is set to get a little hot under the collar with its second Chilli Fest.
The ‘Awesome Huntingdon Chilli Fiesta 2015’ takes place on Saturday 17 October, from
10.30am to 5pm, in the Commemoration Hall.
Organisers, Chilli Fest UK, say the event will be ‘the hottest and spiciest day of chilli
mayhem in Huntingdon’. Hosting some of the best chilli producers in the country such
as pickles, cooking sauces, hot sauces, chocolates, jams and dips. There will also be chilli
related alcohol products including beer, cider and cocktails! Brought to you by Huntingdon
First.
Did you know? Huntingdon First is the ‘brand’ name for BID Huntingdon where businesses
and organisations work together to make Huntingdon a better place for all. Manager, Sue
Bradshaw, and the team oﬀer BID businesses a range of services from website promotions
to events and business support including the BID Huntingdon Rangers, who oﬀer more
than a helping hand to both businesses and visitors.
Find out full details of What’s On and more at www.huntingdonﬁrst.co.uk or
Facebook at /HuntingdonFirst or Twitter at /HuntingdonFirst.

Reader’s photograph competition
The About Town editorial team is always on the lookout for new photographs and
images to use within the publication and for new front cover ideas. If you are a budding
photographer and would like the chance to see your photography featured within the
magazine, please submit your images to natasha.pierson@huntingdontown.gov.uk.
The editorial team will judge any entries received by 9th October with the winning piece
of photography being awarded a £20 gift hamper from Huntingdon Tesco Extra.
When submitting your entry please send details of your name, address, contact number
and an email address.
The necessary Legal bit: Any photograph submitted must be of original material taken by the entrant. By entering the competition, the
entrant represents, acknowledges, and warrants that the submitted photograph does not infringe on the copyrights, trademarks, moral
rights, rights of privacy/publicity or intellectual property rights of any person or entity, and that no other party has any right, title, claim
on the photograph.The entrant also gives permission for any submitted photograph to be used freely by Huntingdon Town Council.
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FORTHCOMING COUNCIL MEETINGS
Please note all meetings commence at 7.00pm and
take place in the Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon,
PE29 3PJ, unless otherwise stated. For further
information, please contact Huntingdon Town
Council on 01480 411883 or email:
town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

FORTHCOMING
MAYORAL EVENTS
Sat 17th Oct

Zumbathon 2015
at the Medway Centre

Sat 24th Oct

Casino Evening
at the Town Hall

All meetings take place on Thursday unless otherwise
noted.
Meetings are open to the public and agendas allow
time for representation and questions from the
public.

Fri 30th and
Sat 31st Oct

Paranormal Investigation
Nights
at the Town Hall

Sat 21st Nov

PartyLite Candle Party
at the Town Hall

DATE

Fri 27th Nov

Bingo 2015
at the Medway Centre

Sat 28th Nov

Christmas Dinner with the
Mayor of Huntingdon at the
Town Hall

MEETING

10th September Planning Committee
Leisure and Community Services
Committee
17th September Planning Applications Panel
Twinning Sub Committee
24th September Finance Committee
1st October

Planning Applications Panel

8th October

Grants Sub Committee *
Lettings Sub Committee

15th October

Planning Committee
Planning Applications Panel

29th October

Finance Committee
Planning Applications Panel

Wed 2nd Dec Huntingdon Youth Theatre
Pantomime
at the Commemoration Hall
Wed 16th Dec Gala Performance
with KD Panto
at the Commemoration Hall
For further information about any of these events,
please contact the Mayor’s Secretary, Marilyn Simpson
on 01480 411883 or email marilyn.simpson@
huntingdontown.gov.uk. Alternatively, please visit the
Mayor of Huntingdon’s charity page on our website:
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

5th November Town Council
12th November Leisure and Community Services
Committee
Planning Applications Panel
19th November Planning Committee
Twinning Sub Committee
26th November Finance Committee
Planning Applications Panel
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* Please note, if you are a Huntingdon based community
organisation or charity and would like to apply for a grant,
please send your applications in to the Town Council by
Monday 21st September. To request an application pack,
please contact Kate Yerbury on 01480 410381.

The photograph above depicts Doug McIlwain, Chairman
of the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Fundraising Committee
presenting a cheque for over £20,000 to the Mayor of
Huntingdon, Councillor Bill Hensley.
The amount raised over the past two Mayoral years now
brings the total to just over £30,000, all of which has been
raised by the Mayor’s Fundraising Committee.
The money raised this year will help six charities and local
groups in Huntingdon. (see centre pages).

CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH

ON

Don’t forget to put Sunday 22nd November into your diary, as this is when the Christmas Light
Switch on in Huntingdon will take place! The event will run from 1pm through until 5pm, providing
an afternoon full of fun with an array of entertainment, community stalls raising money for
good causes and Huntingdon Community Radio FM broadcasting from the Market Square. Father
Christmas will of course be in town, alongside a wide variety of festive fun. If you would like
to receive further information about how to be involved with the celebrations, please contact
natasha.pierson@huntingdontown.gov.uk or keep an eye out in the local press.

BEST DRESSED CHRISTMAS WINDOW COMPETITION
Calling all Huntingdon town centre shops…
we will be holding our annual Best Dressed
Christmas Window Competition in December
and would love to see everyone entering into
the festive spirit for a chance to win up to £100
for a charity of your choice. Keep an eye out
for further information nearer to the time, but
in the meantime, get your thinking caps on as
to how you can transform your window into a
winter wonderland!

FORTHCOMING CIVIC & COMMUNITY EVENTS
Wednesday 9th Sept.
Celebrating HM
Queen Elizabeth II as
the longest reigning
British Monarch.
A declaration will be
read from the balcony of
Huntingdon’s Town Hall
at 1.00pm. All welcome
to gather on the Market
Square to celebrate.
Friday 11th Sept.
Starz in Your Eyes at
the Commemoration Hall.
7.30pm – 9.30pm. Come
and join us to dance the
night away with DJ Keith
and friends! A night of
fun for young adults with
special needs.Tickets £5.
Call 01480 455167 for
more information.

Saturday 17th Oct.
Huntingdon Chilli
Fiesta 2015.
10.30am to 5.00pm.
Commemoration Hall.
Hosting some of the best
chilli producers in the
country such as pickles,
cooking sauces, hot sauces,
chocolates, jams and dips.
There will also be chilli
related alcohol products
including beer, cider and
cocktails!
Sunday 8th Nov.
Remembrance
Sunday Parade
and Service. Market
Square, Huntingdon.
10.55am. Please join us
on the Market Square
to remember those who
fought and fell for our
Country.

Wednesday 11th Nov.
Remembrance
Day. Market Square,
Huntingdon. 11.00am.
A short wreath laying
ceremony to mark
Remembrance Day. All
welcome.

Limited tickets available
and issued on first come
first serve basis. Please
book early to avoid
disappointment! For more
information, contact the
Town Hall on 01480
411883.

Sunday 22nd Nov.
The Big Switch On.
1:00pm to 5:00pm.
Come along to the
Market Square for 2015’s
Christmas Lights Switch
On. Stalls, entertainment,
face painters, Father
Christmas, food, music
and much more! For more
information contact the
Town Hall on 01480
410384

Wednesday 9th Dec.
Huntingdon Town
Council’s Civic Carol
Service. St Mary’s
Church, High Street.
7:30pm start. Mulled wine,
mince pies and sausage
rolls in the Town Hall
afterwards.

Friday 4th Dec.
Pensioner’s Christmas
Lunch. 12:00pm –
3:00pm. Medway Centre.

Friday 11th Dec. to
Saturday 19th Dec.
Snow White and
the Seven Dwarfs
Pantomime at the
Commemoration Hall. For
more information please
contact 01480 455167.
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Pensioners’ Christmas Lunch 2015
Huntingdon Town Council is hosting a
Christmas Lunch on Friday 4th December
at the Medway Centre, Huntingdon for
Huntingdon’s Senior Citizens.
The afternoon commences at 12.00 pm
and tickets are available on a first come,
first served basis. To reserve your place,
please complete the form or contact the
Town Council on 01480 411883.
Name
I would like

tickets (maximum 2) for the

Pensioners’ Christmas Lunch on 4th December
commencing at 12 pm at the Medway Centre.
Names of guests
Postcode(s)
We are of pensionable age and
registered electors in Huntingdon Town.
Signed
Address

✁
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A JOLLY GOOD TIME AT THE
PENSIONER’S SUMMER TEA
On 24th June, the Senior Citizens of Huntingdon were
welcomed by Huntingdon Town Council to a WWII
themed Summer Tea Party at the Medway Centre.
The Mayor of Huntingdon, Councillor Bill Hensley
greeted around 100 guests who enjoyed a selection
of summer food prepared by Caroline Catering.
Guests then had the chance to win a huge range
of prizes in the raffle, including a fresh vegetable
hamper from Riverford Organic Foods that was won
by Ringshill care home.
Huntingdon Town Council would like to thank everyone
who donated prizes for the raffle especially Councillors
and many kind members of the public.
Special thanks, as always, go to Roy and Malcolm
for all their help throughout the day and to the many
volunteers who gave their time to help make the day
run so smoothly and fun for everyone.
The Council would also like to thank Marilyn Simpson
and Hayley Burns for their sterling efforts on behalf of
both the Town Council and Senior Citizens. Additional
thanks go to Cllr Forster, Cllr Mulcahy, Cllr Dyne, Cllr
Gifford and Cllr McAdam for their help and support
with the event.
We look forward to seeing everyone again at the
Christmas Lunch on Friday 4th December. Form
attached to the left - please return these as early as
possible to avoid disappointment.

community news

On 19th June members of the Rotary Club
of Huntingdon had a fascinating visit to
MAGPAS at their Headquarters on Wyton
airbase. We were very impressed by their
enthusiasm, dedication and professionalism.
Presentations were interrupted on two
occasions when the helicopter took off with
a full team within 3 minutes of receiving an
emergency call. Our photograph shows Phil
Morgan a member of the medical emergency
response team receiving a cheque from
President Anne Dear.

1977 – norfolk road tragedy
On the 3rd May 1977, a 39 Squadron Canberra Aircraft returning to its base at RAF Wyton crashed into a
row of terraced houses on Norfolk Road in Huntingdon. This tragedy took the lives of five people; three
children and the pilot and navigator of the plane.
The aircraft had been engaged in a routine training exercise; a practice overshoot on asymmetric power.
The manoeuvre began normally but ended up in an incorrect position, leading the plane rapidly into a
downward spiral.An extensive investigation was carried out after the accident, which revealed no evidence of
pre-impact damage or technical malfunction in the aircraft. It was therefore concluded that the most probable
cause was that the crash resulted from the pilot’s misjudgement in starting the overshoot procedure.
The 3rd May 2017 will mark the 40th Anniversary of this tragic
event and Huntingdon Town Council would like
to know the thoughts of our residents
about setting up a memorial fund. Should
the people of our town wish for this
terrible disaster to be marked, the Town
Council would like to raise money through
the fund to introduce a memorial area
near to the site of the accident. It is hoped
that an outdoor service will take place on
the site to remember the lives lost and to
pay respect to the families whose lives were
affected by the tragedy.
Should anyone have any knowledge of this
terrible day and would like to come forward
with additional information, we would urge you
to get in touch. Please contact Natasha Pierson
by calling 01480 410384 or by emailing natasha.
pierson@huntingdontown.gov.uk. Thank you.
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Huntingdon is split into three Wards – East, North and West. Your Town Councillors have been elected for a period of four years and are identified
opposite, with an indication of the Ward they cover. Should you wish to contact one of your local Councillors, please call 01480 411883 or send
an email by using the format firstname.surname@huntingdontown.gov.uk.Thank you.

Who’s Who at the Council
It can sometimes be difficult to decipher which authority to contact for various queries related to
Huntingdon. The Town, District and County Council all have different areas of responsibility, which
are highlighted below. We hope this guide proves helpful if you have any specific questions.
Should you wish to contact one of your Huntingdon Town Councillors, their contact details are also
provided on page 18.

Your local town councillor is:
Daryl Brown
Armands Dovans
Jay Dyne
Stuart Hassell
Bill Hensley
Jeremy Jacobs
Susan Mulcahy

CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE

Richard Valatka
Ann Blackwell
Tanya Forster
Sarah Gifford
Ben Manning
Steve McAdam
Brett Morrell

CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE
CONSERVATIVE

Tom Sanderson
CONSERVATIVE
Ann Beevor
LABOUR
Leedo George
LABOUR
Patrick Kadewere
LABOUR
Alan Mackender
Lawrence CONSERVATIVE
See page 18 for Ward Map colour key and details
of how to contact your local Councillor.

Huntingdon Town Council is responsible for:
•	Allotments
•	
Cemeteries and Closed Churchyards
•	
Children’s Play Areas
•	
Sports Facilities and Recreational Grounds
•	
War Memorials
•	
The Town Hall
•	
The Medway Centre
•	
The KGV St Peters Road Depot
•	
Town Twinning
•	
Community Grant Awards
•	
Statutory Consultee for Planning Matters
•	
Civic and Community Events

•	
Huntingdon Youth Town Council
•	
Community Newsletter – About Town
•	
The Cromwell Museum Building
 TC is also responsible for maintaining the following Parks
H
& Open Spaces: Victoria Square, KGV Sapley Road, Hartford

Garden of Rest, Hartford Church Gardens, St Mary’s Church
Gardens, All Saint’s Church Gardens, St John Closed Grounds,
Bus Station Grounds, Sebastopol Cannon Site, Castle Hills, Jubilee
Park, Frenchs Fields, KGV St Peters, Bloomfield Park, Coneygear
Park, Sallowbush II, & Town Sign Green.

Telephone 01480 411883 or visit
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

HuntingdonSHIRE district Council is responsible for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rubbish Collection
Street Cleaning
Planning and Planning Enforcement
Housing
Housing Improvement Grants
Environmental Health
Licensing
Elections
One Leisure Centre
Car Parks
Markets
CCTV

•
•
•
•
•
•

 ax Collection
T
Standards Board
Countryside Services
Building Control
Voluntary Sector
Public Conveniences


HDC
is also responsible for maintaining the following Parks
& Open Spaces: Sapley Park, Spring Common, Views Common,
Hinchingbrooke Country Park, Riverside Park, Riverside Meadows,
Hartford Wood & Sparrowhawk Way tree belt

Telephone 01480 388388 or visit
www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk

cambridgeshire county Council is responsible for:
•
•
•
•
•
•

 ducation
E
Roads and Traffic
Footpaths
Libraries
Social Services
Park and Ride

•
•
•

 us Passes
B
Street Lighting
Trading Standards

Telephone 0345 0455200 or visit
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk

For a more detailed breakdown of the services provided by the three tiers of local government, please
visit www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/atoz
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Stunning Retirement
Living apartments
Coming soon to Huntingdon

Elm Tree Court

Cromwell Walk, Huntingdon, PE29 3HR
1 and 2 bedroom Retirement Living apartments
for sale in December 2015

· Exclusively designed for the over 60s
· Contemporary retirement apartments
· Excellent location close to the high street

Contact us today to find out more about all the benefits of McCarthy and Stone
and our exciting new development, Elm Tree Court.

Register your interest today on^ 0800 882 1495 and we’ll help
you find your perfect apartment or visit
mccarthyandstone.co.uk/elmtreecourt
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^Charges may vary for mobile phone users.
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