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Thanks go to Paul Foster 
for his lovely image 
of Hinchingbrooke 
House, which features 
on the cover of this 
issue. This photograph 
is particularly relevant 
due to 2015 seeing the 
450th anniversary of 
Hinchingbrooke School. To celebrate this milestone, a 
programme of events and reunions has been planned and 
more information can be found at:
www.hinchingbrookeschool.net/. 

Should you wish to submit a photograph to feature in any 
future issues of About Town, please email:
natasha.pierson@huntingdontown.gov.uk 

ForthcoMINg MeetINgs
Please note all meetings commence at 7.00pm and take place in 
the Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ, unless otherwise 
stated. For further information, please contact Huntingdon Town 
Council on 01480 411883 or email: 
town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Meetings are open to the public and agendas allow time for 
representation and questions from the public.

Date  MeetINg

19th March Planning Committee
  Planning Applications Panel

26th March Leisure & Community Services Committee  
  Grants Sub Committee

2nd April Planning Applications Panel

16th April Finance Committee
  Planning Applications Panel

23rd April Town Council
  Planning Applications Panel

30th April Annual Town Meeting
  Planning Applications Panel

14th May Annual meeting of the Council (Mayor Making)
  Finance Committee
  Leisure & Community Services Committee
  Finance Committee
  Planning Committee

28th May Planning Applications Panel

4th June  Leisure & Community Services Committee

11th June Finance Committee
  Planning Applications Panel

25th June Town Council
  Planning Applications Panel
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From the Town Clerk’s Desk.....

The Annual Town Meeting will take 
place on 30th April 2015, at Huntingdon 
Town Hall, at 7.00pm. This meeting gives 
you as a resident of Huntingdon the 
chance to hear a report from the Mayor 
and leading members of the Council on 
the activities of the Council during the 
last twelve months.

If you have any questions about the 
meeting, please contact either the 
Mayor, who will preside, or the Town 
Clerk, at Huntingdon Town Council, 
Huntingdon Town Hall, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ. Telephone 01480 
410383.

We look forward to seeing you there.

aNNUaL toWN
MeetINg

This year marks the 800th Anniversary 
of the signing by King John of the Great 
Charter, more widely known as Magna 
Carta, by the Barons of England. This 
forms the foundation of Democracy as 
we know it today.

One of the key elements of our 
democratic process is the election 
of individuals to represent our views 
and opinions at both national and local 
level.  It is therefore most appropriate 
that in this Magna Carta Anniversary 
year, there will not only be the General 
Election to elect our Members of 
Parliament, but also there will be the 
local elections for Huntingdon Town 

Council.  This is when all 19 members 
stand down and a new Council is 
elected, by you the residents of the 
town.

The role of a Town Councillor is 
voluntary and can be time consuming 
and frustrating at times, however, it can 
be most rewarding in seeing projects 
successfully completed and problems 
resolved.

Residents can see the real difference 
that the Town Council can make to 
the town, because it provides and 
maintains a variety of local services 
and amenities.

Not everyone wants to stand for 
public office, however, everyone does 
have the opportunity to cast their vote, 
therefore it is important to support 
your Town Council and use your vote 
on 7th May. 

If you require any further information 
regarding your vote please contact 
Huntingdonshire District Council by 
emailing elections@huntingdonshire.
gov.uk or by calling 01480 388086.

Philip Peacock 
Town Clerk       
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heaD groUNDsMaN ProFILe – Peter hayNes

Hello  I’m Peter  the new  Head Grounds  Person  and  I’m  taking  over from  
Dennis Smith, who is retiring this summer.

I’ve worked and lived in Huntingdonshire for most of my life. I was born 
in Cambridge and  lived  in  St.  Neots  with  my  parents.  When  I  left  
school,  I  went  to  Wisbech College where I achieved a City and Guilds 
in Horticulture. I was then taken on as an apprentice at the Royal Gardens 
Sandringham on a year’s contract.

I moved back home to live with my parents after the contract ran out, where in 
1984 I started working for Huntingdonshire District Council as a Trainee Grounds 

Person. During  this  time I went to  Bedford  College  on  day  release.  I  worked  my  
way  up through  all  the  departments  of  the  grounds  maintenance  section  to  Supervising Inspector in charge 
of Grounds Maintenance and Street Cleaning.

I’m looking forward to taking on the role of Head Grounds Person and carrying on the good work that Dennis 
has done over the past 29 years.

My outside interests are carp fishing, fishing holidays abroad, dog walking and my garden at home.

Groundsman Profile – Peter Randall

Hi, my name is Peter Randall and I have lived in 
Huntingdon for the last 15 years. I am married 
to Sarah and have three children, Jamie, Josh and 
Katy. I have worked for the local authority in 
grounds maintenance for the last 25 years, mostly 
in School grounds around Cambridgeshire. 

For the last 15 years I have been Head 
Groundsman at Hinchingbrooke School. I left the 
post there in June 2014, when I started working 
here at Huntingdon Town Council. With the 
experience I have built up over the years I am 
able to help make Huntingdon a well maintained 
town. 

In my spare time, I like caravanning, motor biking, 
football and walking my dog Milo.

Groundstaff Profile – Nathan Watson

Hi, I’m Nathan Watson and I’m from a small 
village called Pertenhall. I used  to work  with 
a small  team  at  Kimbolton  School  looking  
after  the  grounds,  which  mainly  involved  grass 
maintenance

I joined the team at Huntingdon Town Council in 
summer 2014 as it was a great opportunity for  
me  to  start  working  with  flowering  plants  
and  shrubs  again.  So  far  I  haven’t  been 
disappointed with the move and I’m looking 
forward to see what the future brings.

My  hobbies  are  falconry  and  shooting,  which  
keeps  me  busy  for  most  of  the  year.  I 
also spend a lot of time working on my car in 
preparation for entering it into shows.
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Huntingdon is going for Gold 
once more! Submitting an 

entry into the annual Anglia In 
Bloom competition, Huntingdon 
will soon be a hive of activity, 
bringing different elements of 
the community together to 
visually enhance our Town. We’ll 
be bringing people and the great 
outdoors together through a range 
of horticultural, environmental and 
sustainable projects and events!

With the support of local schools 
participating in a number of 
activities, we hope to encourage 
horticultural interest at a young 
age, which can be sustained as 
children grow up; learning the 
importance of the wildlife, plants 
and looking after the outdoor 
spaces that surround them. 

In addition to working with local 
schools, Huntingdon In Bloom 
will coordinate a variety of 
local competitions and events 
throughout the year, including the 
well-established ‘Best Front Garden 
Competition’. For the second 
year running, a new ‘Best Street 
Competition’ will be introduced, 
enhancing community spirit 
amongst Huntingdon residents. 
Advice can be given to participants 
and prizes will be awarded to those 
entries that really demonstrate 
floral excellence! Should you be 
interested, please complete the 
form below or get in touch using 
the contact details below.

We want to encourage as many 
community groups to get involved 
with the 2015 ‘In Bloom’ entry and 

are hopeful to run projects with 
Huntingdon’s allotment sites, Scout 
and Guide groups, parks and open 
spaces, care homes and senior 
citizen clubs, sports clubs and local 
businesses.

Please listen to the local radio and 
keep an eye out in the local press as 
we continue to keep you informed 
about ongoing competitions, 
events and ideas.

If anyone wishes to participate with 
a project as an individual or group, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
us on 01480 410384 or e-mail 
huntingdoninbloom@hotmail.com

To enter the Best Kept Front Garden competition, your 
garden has to be seen from a public walkway.  Judging is 
based on flowers and plants in gardens and/or containers,  
containing some all-round planting with perhaps 
perennials, shrubs or trees with neat and tidy surrounds, 
whether grass or hard area.  Street entries must consist 
of two or more houses and together show that residents 
keep their front gardens tidy and colourful. 

Judging for these competitions will take place during the 
month of June, in order for the Anglia In Bloom portfolio 
to be submitted in time. The closing date for entries is 
Friday 17th May. We do understand that all your bedding 
plants may not be in full bloom but will be looking for 
the potential!

ForM For ‘Best KePt’ coMPetItIoNs

Name:
Address:
Postcode:
Contact Number:
Email:
I would like to enter:
Best Front Garden
Pub/Hotel
Best Commercial 
Best Street (please give house numbers)

Please return this slip to:
Hayley Burns, Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ

Enquiries should be sent to:
hayley.burns@huntingdontown.gov.uk or call 01480 410380

Huntingdon set to look

bloomin’ marvellous
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coNeygear ParK
Coneygear Rd, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire

 Telephone: 01480 388677
Web: www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

the MeDWay ceNtre
Medway Road, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 1SF

Telephone: 01480 388677
Web:  www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/community-halls

What a great start to the year we’ve had so far. Lots of new 
classes have started in 2015, including the Banana Drama Club, 
Mahjong and Line Dancing. Please do check our Facebook 
page or the Medway Centre page on the Huntingdon 
Town Council website, as this will provide you with all the 
information you need about what’s on at the Medway Centre 
and gives contact numbers for our lovely hirers. 

If you are interested in starting a new group or making a 
social booking, please don’t delay and phone me on
01480 388677 as there is limited availability now. 

I’m really pleased to announce that the Medway Users Group 
will be hosting a Wartime Tea Party on Friday 29th May 2015 
to commemorate the end of WWII. This Tea Party is free and 
open to all residents in Huntingdon. We’ve even arranged it 
during half term week so that young people can come and 
join in with the fun! There will be a buffet lunch served along 
with some entertainment and prize bingo. For young people, 
we’ve arranged for a WWII soldier to undertake a period 
drill, supervise grenade throwing practice into baskets and 
give talks about period equipment, uniforms and the life of a 
WWII soldier for the afternoon. An event not to be missed! 
We can only cater for 100 people. If you are interested in 
attending (we welcome all age groups), please complete the 
attached form and return to the Medway Centre by the end 
of March 2015. Please note that due to the popularity of this 
event, it will be on a first come first serve basis.

Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Medway Centre Manager

Have you been to Coneygear Park lately and seen the great 
work that has been undertaken? The Parks Team have done 
an amazing job of installing a new gate to the main entrance to 
the Park. Other improvements due to take place at the park 
include; installing more play equipment and notice-boards and 
work to improve the football pitch. 

We hope that you enjoyed the Christmas Gala at the Park 
last year – it was a cold day but a lot of fun was had by 
everyone that attended. We’ll be planning on putting on a 
Summer Gala during June/July 2015 – so watch this space 
for more information. If you’d like to become more involved 
with the Park, please don’t hesitate to contact me on 01480 
388677.

Shilpa Desai Sakaldip
Coneygear ParkManager

Name:

I would like          ticket(s) for the Wartime Tea Party 
commencing at midday at the Medway Centre. 

Name of guests and their postcode:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Signed             

Address

Postcode 

Contact Telephone

Please return this slip to Shilpa Desai-Sakaldip, The 
Medway Centre, Medway Road, Huntingdon, PE29 1SF
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Introduction
The Huntingdon Youth Town Council (HYTC) is a group in Huntingdon consisting of members from local secondary 
schools and colleges.

If you are care about your local area and would like to contribute then the HYTC might interest you.

Who is part of  HYTC?

• Manav Krishnan (Hinchingbrooke School)

• Adam Molloy (Hinchingbrooke School)

• Christopher Buckenham (Hinchingbrooke School)

• Sam Conboy (St Peters School)

• Jamie Harrold (St Peters School)

• Julia Gillman (St Peters School)

• Francesca Moore (Hinchingbrooke School)

So, what is the ‘Huntingdon Youth Town Council’?
The Huntingdon Youth Town Council generally consists of members all over the teenage community and we are one of 
the main voices for Huntingdon.

What are our aims?
In HYTC, our aims are:

• Creating fundraising events and raising money for charity 
• Volunteering
• Going around the Huntingdon community and to hear everyone’s input
• ... Generally making Huntingdon the best it can be!

How do I benefit from this?
Well, being a member of the HYTC makes you part of one of the most major and powerful voices in Huntingdon. You 
represent your year group; you represent your school and best of all, your voice will be heard! Your opinion matters!
Also, being in association with the HYTC will make your CV look more impressive; it will demonstrate your political, 
economical and social understanding and increase your chances of getting a decent job!

So, what do I do if  I’m interested?
If you’re interested or curious to find out more, feel free to see one of the members of the Youth Town Council
If you wish to message us by email regarding the HYTC, don’t hesitate to do so by emailing:
kate.yerbury@huntingdontown.gov.uk 

Francesca Moore
Huntingdon Youth Town Council

Huntingdon Youth
Town Council
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Since January 2015, you may have 
noticed that the Town Hall has been 
encased in scaffolding. This has been 
due to a project consisting of repairs 
and redecoration to the first and 
second floor windows on the building. 
To make the most of the scaffold tower, 
additional works took place to have 
the existing rendered facades repaired 
and repainted and to repair and repaint 
the high level perimeter cornice of the 
building. The work has been underway 
for twelve weeks now and all projects 

are coming to an end, leaving us with 
a beautifully finished exterior to the 
Town Hall.

With the interior of the building 
having been brought back to its 
original grandeur and the exterior now 
repaired to match, the venue is ideal 
to be used for marriage ceremonies 
and receptions. As a result, Huntingdon 
Town Council is in the process of 
getting the building approved as a 
marriage venue, in the hope that 

the town can offer a venue with a 
difference! 

Whether it be a quaint and quirky 
ceremony in one of the old Court 
Rooms or a more lavish reception in 
the former Ball Room, the Town Hall is 
an ideal setting for your special day. If 
you are planning your wedding and are 
looking for a venue, please do get in 
touch to book an appointment to view 
the building and the fantastic space it 
has to offer.

News from the Town Hall

Ken Hever - Smith 1949 to 2014

The Ken Hever-Smith we knew was a conviction politician whose allegiance to party was secondary to his 
belief in service to the community and town of Huntingdon. That said he was a very loyal party member for 
many years. Loyalty was a central theme in Ken’s character. He valued loyalty greatly and always supported 
those who had supported him, proving that loyalty is a two-way street. We often argued about the finer points 
of a policy but always ended up in agreement and usually, with the exception of the Sapley Road traffic 
calming scheme, found a way to vote in harmony. Ken was also a pragmatist and rarely let his emotions rule 
his head in Council matters. He knew when it was time to cease arguing and accept the compromise on 
offer. Given his ability to think everything through to a logical conclusion, he was rarely on the wrong side of 

the argument anyway! Ken also supported me with advice and guidance about setting up my business and 
any success I have enjoyed over the last three years are, in part, a result of his advice.

Ken also served as a District councillor for two years and it was our great honour to support Helen Mallett 
when she chose Ken to be her Deputy during her first year as Mayor of Huntingdon. Although Ken always 
looked uncomfortable in the robes, he managed to carry it off which was no surprise to those of us that knew 
him as a true gentleman who will be sadly missed by all.

Brian Luckham & Doug McIlwain
Former Mayors
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hUNtINgDoN 
rIversIDe gaLa 

6th JUNe 2015

Huntingdon Riverside Gala has become a firm 
favourite with townsfolk and visitors alike. 
Bringing together a variety of entertainment, 
arena events, a dog show, charity stalls, live music, 
and possibly a few extra surprises, it’s the best 
free event in the area! This year’s Gala takes 
place on Saturday 6th June from 12 noon. Make 
sure you put the date in your diary!

Bring your canine companions along too, and 
watch them put their skills to the test at a very 
special Dog Show organised by Wood Green 
Animal Shelter. Competition categories are set 
to include; best puppy (under twelve months), 
golden oldie (over eight years), best rescue dog, 
happy families (two or more) and the dog with 
the most appealing eyes! Alongside the show, the 
Wood Green Team will be dispensing free pet 
care advice.

The Huntingdon Riverside Gala is brought to 
you every year by Huntingdon Town Council, 
Huntingdon Boat Club and Huntingdon Rotary 
Club.

If you would like to book a stall at the Gala, or put 
your name forward for the music stage e-mail: 
huntingdonriversidegala@yahoo.co.uk or by 
visiting our websitewww.huntingdonriversideg.
wix.com/huntingdongala to download an 
application form.

Do you know a person who you feel is a shining example to 
the community here in Huntingdon, or who gives their time 
voluntarily to help improve the circumstances or quality of 
life of the residents of Huntingdon? Would you like to see 
their efforts recognised publicly by a special award? 

If so, complete the application form to the right and return 
it to Huntingdon Town Council, Town Hall, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ or e-mail us by Monday 20th April 
2015 on the following email address:
town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk 

The shield will be awarded to an individual for their services 
to the community in Huntingdon on the basis of the number 
of nominations received and will be presented by the Mayor 
at Mayor Making on the 14th May 2015.

Name:

Address:

Contact Number:

I Would lIkE to NomINAtE:

Name:

Address:

To receive the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Community Shield 
Please tell us briefly your reasons for this nomination:

Please return to Huntingdon Town Council at the Town Hall.

the Mayor oF hUNtINgDoN’s coMMUNIty shIeLD
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Best DresseD 
WINDoW
Judging for the Best Dressed Christmas Window in 
Huntingdon’s town centre took place on Monday 8th 
December 2014 and the retail trophy winner was 
The Parsley Pot of 40 High Street. Second prize went 
to Krafty Kats of 33 High Street, and third place was 
secured by Mulberries of 88 High Street. The winner 
of the best non-retail window, sponsored by BID 
Huntingdon, was Molbys of 104 High Street.

The competition was organised by Huntingdon Town 
Council and winners received cheques valued £100, £50 
and £25 made out to their nominated charities which 
were NSPCC, Magpas, Marie Curie and The Woodlands 
Centre respectively.

Mayor oF 
hUNtINgDoN at 
hoLLy WarD
Christmas Eve usually sees a day full of excitement and an 
evening where children are rushing to bed for the imminent 
arrival of Father Christmas. But for some children, their 
Christmas was spent away from home in hospital. 

To make sure they still had some sparkle to their Christmas, 
the Mayor of Huntingdon, Deputy Mayor and Macebearer 
visited children in the Holly Ward at Hinchingbrooke 
Hospital. Thankfully, there were just a few children on the 
ward, who received gifts and nursing staff were presented 
with chocolates.

The Hartford Darby & Joan Club are inviting new members 
to attend their group. The group usually meets every month 
at The Medway Centre on the last Wednesday of the month 
from 2.15pm to 4.15pm. This is friendly group who meet to 
have tea and chat and usually a guest speaker attends on the 
day to talk about various interests. If you would like further 
information, please contact Janet Dawson on 01480 52736.

Calling all new members.....

We would love to meet you!

the hUNtINgDoN & DIstrIct

caLeDoNIaN socIety

The Huntingdon & District Caledonian Society held 
their annual Burns Supper in the Commemoration 
Hall on Saturday 24th January. The evening was well 
attended and keeping to tradition Piper Callum 
Campbell proudly piped in the Haggis carried on a 
silver platter by Chef Mathew Clifton and delivered 
to Society President, Pam Franklin who gave the 
‘Address to the Haggis’ in time honoured fashion. For 
more information about the Society,
Please visit hdcs.org.uk.

David King
Huntingdon & District Caledonian Society
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To mark the 70th anniversary of the end of World War 
Two, Huntingdon Town Council is hosting a Summer 
Tea on Wednesday 24th June 2015, with a slight twist. 
The event will have a wartime theme and we ask our 
guests to come along in 1940’s attire, enjoy music 
from the period and bring along any World War Two 
memorabilia with them.

The event will take place at the Medway Centre for the 
senior citizens of Huntingdon, starting at 2.00pm.

Tickets will be on a first-come, first-served basis. To 
reserve your place, please complete the form below or 
contact us on 01480 411883. Please ensure you let us 
have a contact telephone number. 

Name  

I would like          ticket(s) for the Wartime Summer 
Tea commencing at 2.00pm at the Medway Centre 
(maximum of one guest per person).

Name of guest and their postcode:

1.

We are of pensionable age and registered electors 
in Huntingdon Town.

Signed  

Address

Postcode

Contact Telephone 

Please return this slip to Huntingdon Town Council, 
Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ for the 
attention of Marilyn Simpson. 

PeNsIoNers’ sUMMer tea

Calling all new members.....

Huntingdon Carnival is back after a ten year absence. The Carnival will be held on 22nd August 2015 and 
will include a variety of entertainment, food, refreshment and other activities. The event will bring together 
the different cultural groups within Huntingdon and will start with a lively and colourful walking procession 
culminating at Riverside Meadows.

We are looking for sponsors to help both promote local businesses and ensure the Carnival has the best 
possible first year. If you would like to get involved as a volunteer, Sub-Committee Member or in any other way, 
please contact: huntingdoncommunitygroup@yahoo.co.uk or Mob: 07546432183

Patrick Kadewere

Huntingdon Carnival is baCk
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annually to Huntingdonshire District Council to provide public conveniences at Riverside 
Park. 

Democratic Representation and Management 

We provide civic and secretarial support to the Mayor of Huntingdon and democratic 
services to a nineteen Member Council. Additionally, we publish a free community magazine 
to keep you in touch with what’s happening locally. 

Corporate Management 

We manage local public assets and the safety of the public who enjoy their use. And we 
ensure that the Council’s obligations for financial governance and accountability are met. 

Repairs & Renewals 

This year we are committed to repairing walls at Priory Road Cemetery and St Mary’s 
Churchyard; building repairs at the Gymnastics Club; continuing our improvements 
to the Town Hall; and to replacing equipment and vehicles used by our grounds 
maintenance team. 

Philip Peacock 
Town Clerk 

 

 

Huntingdon Town Council 
Cost of Services 2015/16 

Highways, Footpaths & Lighting

Grants & Donations

Sports Faciities & Community
Development

Community Halls

Amenity Areas

Democratic Representation &
Management

Corporate Management

Revenue Reserve Repairs &
Renewals

Huntingdon Town Council’s meeting of 15th January 2015 agreed 
that the total funds required from local Council taxation to 
meet its needs between 1st April 2015 and 31st March 2016 
was £907,463.00. This figure, known as the precept and collected 
by Huntingdonshire District Council, will ensure that we can 
continue to deliver our growing portfolio of services as well as 
invest in repairs and maintenance of local public property.

If you are a resident of Huntingdon, living in a property rated Band 
“D” for Council Tax purposes, this means that £124.38 of your 
Council Tax payment last year was contributed to Huntingdon 
Town Council and in 2015/16 this figure should be £128.13: an 
increase of 5p per week.  

So what do Huntingdon’s taxpayers receive in return? This is 
illustrated in the diagram and explained in more detail for your 
information.

hIghWays, FootPaths & LIghtINg
Although much of the responsibility locally lies with the County 
and District Council’s, we provide a small number of streetlights 
and fund small local minor highways improvements, increasingly in 
response to direct requests from local residents.

graNts aND DoNatIoNs
We provide financial assistance to a large number of very active 
community organisations locally. £40,500.00 is contributed to the 
CCTV Service provided by the District Council in Huntingdon.

sPorts FacILItIes aND coMMUNIty 
DeveLoPMeNt
We support many community events during the year, such as 
Pancake Day celebrations, St George’s Day celebrations, Lunch 
and Tea Parties for senior citizens of the town and we provide 
the town centre Christmas lights display in partnership with BID 
Huntingdon. We also continue to support local sports provision, 
specifically the Gymnastics Club, football and archery at Jubilee 
Fields and a range of sports opportunities at St Peter’s Road, 
Huntingdon.

coMMUNIty haLLs
Situated in the North Ward, the Huntingdon Medway Centre 
offers members of the community a range of social, educational 
and leisure activities.

ParKs, oPeN sPaces & aMeNItIes
We provide around 200 full-sized allotment plots at five sites 
locally, as well as three cemeteries at Primrose Lane, Priory Road 
and North Street. We currently provide and maintain 19 play areas 
and this number is set to rise again this year. As well as maintaining 
four closed churchyards and the town’s war memorials, we take 
care of in excess of 40,000 square metres of public open space 
for recreation and leisure. We contribute £16,000 annually to 
Huntingdonshire District Council to provide public conveniences 
at Riverside Park.

DeMocratIc rePreseNtatIoN aND 
MaNageMeNt
We provide civic and secretarial support to the Mayor of 
Huntingdon and democratic services to a nineteen Member 
Council. This year there are local government elections to which 
we have to contribute £12,000.00. Additionally, we publish a free 
community magazine to keep you in touch with what’s happening 
locally.

corPorate MaNageMeNt
We manage local public assets and the safety of the public who 
enjoy their use. And we ensure that the Council’s obligations for 
financial governance and accountability are met.

rePaIrs & reNeWaLs
This year we are committed repairs at the Gymnastics Club; 
continuing our improvements to the Town Hall and repairs to St 
Mary’s Churchyard wall.

Philip Peacock
Town Clerk

FINANCIAL REPORT
HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL COST OF SERVICES 2015/2016
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THe FALCON ReTURNS

The Falcon re-opened its gates 
back in December 2014 and has 
been a real hit with local residents 
and fans of traditional ales ever 
since. 

The bar is warm, welcoming and 
oozes character with 15 hand 
pumps of traditional real ales. Filled 
with many quirky traits, the pub 
owner has big plans to bring the 
Falcon back to life, encompassing 
Huntingdon’s history and well 
known characters.

Proprietor, Paul Hepworth 
has taken the Falcon on as his 
third pub project, having two 
others in Northampton and 
Wellingborough. There are major 
works planned for reviving the 
first floor of the building, creating 
a restaurant, second bar area and 
games room.

Plans for the outside area are 
almost as extensive as that of 
the inside. The current car park 
is hoped to be transformed 
into a large beer garden and 
the courtyard area is set to be 
transformed into a different 
world, full of pergolas and floral 
magnificence!

Paul commented, “there is still a 
lot of work to be done but it’s 
an extremely exciting project 
and I’m glad to be bringing some 
of Huntingdon’s history back to 
life. We’re open 7 days a week 
and have lots of plans to revive 
tradition in the town.”

In the Market Square stands a 
pair of heavy metal studded gates. 
They are the former entrance to 
Huntingdon Gaol which now give 
way to a pleasant narrow courtyard 
belonging to the Falcon Inn - one 
of the oldest buildings in the Town 
with one of the pleasantest panelled 
rooms in Huntingdon.

It is 16th century in origin with 17th 
and 18th century additions and was 
first recorded in 1649 as the seat of 
Cromwell’s Commissioners when 
he ordered the occupation of the 

(royalist) Town. In those days its 
frontage included Wykeham House 
which was built in the building 
boom of the 1740’s. 

Records show there was an earlier 
Inn here in 1552. When it became 
the Falcon is unclear. 

During Huntingdon’s Mail coach 
boom years the Falcon was a wagon-
station for parcels and poorer 
travellers and regularly despatched 
a cart to St Ives, Fen Stanton and 
Cambridge. 

In 1773 the panelled room was the 
backdrop for an inquest held into 
the death of a servant, James Frazier 
who, that morning fell off the back 
of Chaise on Market Hill. It was 
presided over by John Fane in the 
absence of the Mayor and entered 
into the Borough Minute book. 
The owner at this time was John 
Pumfrett of Brampton, described 
as a common brewer. He passed 
his business to his son George 

Betts Pumfrett who extended the 
business to become the town’s 
leading brewer and maltster as 
well as dealing in ‘oil coke’ and land 
owning. Their orchards covered 
what is now Great Northern Street. 
The family brewed at 69 High Street 
until 1849 when they sold up to 
John Jenkins and Son. 

The family were sufficiently well 
known to have the London Monthly 
Magazine announce the death of 
‘Mrs Pumfret, wife of Mr Pumfret, 
of the Falcon Inn’ in 1801 at the 
age of 22. In 1840 and again in 
1846 George Pumfrett was elected 
Mayor.

The Inn has a leading part in 
Michael Arnold’s novel ‘The Devils 
Charge: book two of the Civil 
War Chronicle’ and is featured on 
the British Pathe Newsreel ‘Good 
Hunting’ made in 1944.

by Richard Meredith
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FORTHCOMINGEVENTS

MAYORS’ CHARITY EVENTS

WeDNesDay 
11th March
Huntingdonshire 
Regional College open 
Evening Event
5.30pm – 8.00pm. Tour the 
facilities, meet tutors and 
find out more information 
about the wide range 
of study programmes 
for 2015/16. For more 
information, email college@
huntingdon.ac.uk or call 
01480 379106

MoNDay
16th March
mS therapy Spring 
Auction
Come along to the MS 
Centre on Mayfield Road 
for a Spring Auction to raise 
money for the MS Society. 
For more information 
please visit our website 
www.mshelpcambs.co.uk 
or call Fiona our Centre 
Manager on 01480 458688

FrIDay 18th 
aND satUrDay 
19th aPrIL – 
MS Therapy Centre Spring 
Auction.

hUNtINgDoN’s 
FreNch MarKet
For more information see 
page 18.

FrIDay
27th March
450 years - a 
musical Journey
Some of the musical 
highlights of the period
1565-2015 marks the 450th 
anniversary of Huntingdon 
Grammar School/
Hinchingbrooke School 
with: Crispian Steele-
Perkins, period trumpets; 
Jonathan Jones, Harpsichord; 
Vivien Choi, piano; Zoe 
Bonner, soprano; Inga Davis, 
piano. The event will take 
place at Hinchingbrooke 
Performing Arts Centre, 
starting at 7.30 pm. Tickets 
£12, students £5. For more 

information please call 
01480 375678.

satUrDay
2ND aPrIL
FREE Easter egg hunt 
for Coneygear Park
Coneygear Park – 
11am to 2pm. For 
further information please 
contact Esme Richardson 
from the Snack Shack on 
07907 447327 or email 
shack.shack@aol.co.uk

FrIDay
29th May
World War two tea 
Dance
Run by the Medway User 
Groups; come along to 
a free lunch event at the 
Medway Centre to help 
mark the 70th anniversary 
of the end of World War 
Two. For more information, 
contact the Medway Centre 
Manager on 01480 388677

satUrDay
6th JUNe
Riverside Gala
Riverside Park, 
Huntingdon. A free day 
of fun for all the family. 
For more information 
and for stall holders 
information, contact the 
organisers by emailing 
huntingdonriversidegala@
yahoo.co.uk

WeDNesDay
24th JUNe
the Pensioner’s 
summer tea
Pensioner’s Summer 
Wartime Tea to mark the 
70th anniversary of the end 
of World War Two. Medway 
Centre, Huntingdon 
at 2.00pm. For more 
information or to reserve 
your place, please call 
Marilyn Simpson on 01480 
411883

thUrsDay 12th 
– satUrDay 14th 
March 
the Witches of 
Warboys Play. Court 
Room one, town Hall, 
market Hill, Huntingdon 
at 7.30pm. Following on from 
the last ‘sell out’ performance, 
‘Joshua Slade’ in the Town 
Hall Court Room One - 
Huntingdon Youth Theatre is 
back again to perform a new 
play based around the trial of 
the Warboys Witches.

satUrDay
28th March 
the mayor of 
Huntingdon’s Annual 
Charity Ball. the 
marriott Hotel, 
Huntingdon.

MoNDay
4th May
the mayor of 
Huntingdon’s Charity 
race
The Mayor of Huntingdon’s 5 
Mile Charity Run in association 
with BRJ Run and Tri. Jubilee 
Park, Huntingdon. £10 affiliated 
runners, £12 unaffiliated and 
£5 Fun Run (1.5 miles).

satUrDay
2ND May
Bingo Evening

satUrDay
9th May
mad Hatters tea Party
In partnership with 
Huntingdon Youth 
theatre, The Mayor of 
Huntingdon brings you a Tea 
Party and Performance at 
the Holiday Inn - Huntingdon 
Racecourse. 

sUNDay
10th May
Charity Bowls day at 
the outdoor Bowls Club

For further information about 
any of these events please 
call Doug McIlwain, Chairman 
of the Mayor’s Fundraising 
Committee on 07860 359366
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Drama News

Tickets are now on sale for the regular summer Shakespeare at The George 
production for 2015, which will be The Merry Wives of Windsor, running 
from the 23rd June to 4th July, in the outdoor courtyard of The George 
and tickets are now on sale for this production, and already selling well.

Tickets for SatG In the Parlour’s production of Blithe Spirit by Noël 
Coward, which will run from 25th to the 28th March in The Manchester 
Room at The George Hotel, have sold well and most nights are now almost 
sold out.  This is very exciting, as the whole concept is new for this year, 
and there is clearly a lot of public support.

See www.satg.org.uk/tickets for details of both productions

After the ‘sell-out’ success of Les Miserables, Spotlight Productions are 
preparing to make a splash with their next spectacular production, Singin’ 
in the Rain, to be staged at the Performing Arts Centre, Hinchingbrooke 
School, 7th-11th April 2015.

Considered by many to be the gold standard in movie musicals, Singin’ in 
the Rain takes audiences into the magic of a 1920s Hollywood Soundstage 
where cinema gave the American imagination a vivid new language for 
dreaming big dreams.

For the first time in its history Spotlight Productions will make it rain 
on stage, in a dazzling stage effect that will bring the beloved MGM film 
Singin’ in the Rain to life in downtown Huntingdon. The musical follows 
silent movie star Don Lockwood who has everything he could ever want, 
fame, adulation and even a well-publicised romance with his co-star Lina 
Lamont. But hilarity ensues when a new kind of film alters everything, the 
kind of film where actors talk, sing… and even dance! The musical features 
a glorious score including the well-known numbers “Make ‘em Laugh,” 
“Good Morning,” “Moses Supposes” and, of course, “Singin’ in the Rain.”

Tickets £9.50 Adults, £8.50 Concessions. To book your tickets call the Box 
Office on 07745 522271 or book on-line at www.spotlight-theatre.co.uk

The Huntingdon Drama Club are prepared for their vacation to an 
upmarket hotel suite in Los Angeles. The slight difference being that there 
will be no flights or charges for heavy luggage. Instead the ever-reliable Neil 
Simon’s comedy will take place in the Commemoration Hall, Huntingdon. 
With laugh out loud humour, pathos and an exploration of human nature, 
‘California Suite’ presents four sets of guests who live out important 
moments of their lives during their stay in a single suite. 

The play takes place on 23rd to 25th of April at the Commemoration Hall, 
Huntingdon, tickets available at www.huntingdondramaclub.org.uk.
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BRJ : Mayor of Huntingdon Charity Race
Monday 4th May 2015

BRJ : Mayor of Huntingdon Charity Race

5 mile race and 1.5 mile fun run, chip ti med
Jubilee Park, Hunti ngdon, PE28 2NR
www.brjrunandtri.org

ARC Race licence 15/111

Could you start your own business?
Now there’s an idea.

Have you always wanted to start your own 
business, but been unsure where to start 
or who to ask for advice? 

Outset Huntingdonshire offers a series of three FREE 
workshops as well as one-to-one coaching to help you 
develop the right skills and build your confidence to 
start up your own business, thanks to funding from 
Huntingdonshire District Council.

UPcoMINg WorKshoPs IN hUNtINgDoN
Address: The Maple Centre, 6 Oak Drive, Huntingdon, 
Cambridge PE29 7HN 

thurs 16th April, 10am – 3pm: First steps and 

business planning. This course looks at choosing the 
right legal business entity, tax and record keeping, 
market research and tips for writing a business plan.

thurs 23rd April, 10am – 3pm: Managing your 
business finance. This session is all about helping 
to demystify the financial side of running a business, 
offering you practical tips and tools as you get started.

thurs 30th April, 10am – 3pm:
Marketing, promoting and selling. This workshop is 
all about helping you define your customers and the 
best ways of reaching them. We’ll take you through key 
strategies for promoting your business on a shoestring.

To book your place now, go to: 
http://www.outsethuntingdonshire.co.uk/book-now/
or call 0800 032 7851

Advice that makes the 
difference
The CAB Service can give 
you free and completely 
independent advice and 
information on a range of 
subjects including:

• Debt
• Benefits
• Employment Issues
• Discrimination Issues
• Family/Relationship 

Issues
• Housing
• Legal Issues

Whatever you talk to the 
CAB about, your query 
is dealt with in strict 
confidence. Advice is given 
professionally by fully 
trained volunteers and paid 
staff.

The Rural Cambs 
Citizens Advice Bureau 
is based at the Town Hall 
in Huntingdon on the 
following days each week:

monday – Drop in service 
between 9.30am and 
12.30pm – Appointments 
only in the afternoon
tuesday - Drop in service 
between 9.30am and 
12.30pm – Appointments 
only in the afternoon
Wednesday - Drop in 
service between 9.30am and 
12.30pm – Appointments 
only in the afternoon
thursday – Debt 
appointments only
Friday – Closed

To book an appointment, 
please call 0344 2451292
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Our own Autumn meetings were 
most successful, with our Tenth 
Birthday Tea Party on  October  
14th  hosting  65 members  and  
guests  at  the  Medway  Centre.   
The presence of the national 
Chairman of Speakability was 
especially welcome, as were those 
of various civic representatives and 
colleagues and supporters from all 
over Huntingdonshire.   We gave  
celebration  gifts  to  several Founder  
Members  and  the occasion  was  
marked  with  a  gorgeous  buffet  
tea  and a  birthday  cake.   The 
November meeting followed the 
pattern of previous years with 
seasonal songs from the  U3A  
Singers,  and  December  saw  our  
Christmas  lunch.   The  New  Year  
has started  well  with  an interesting  

short  talk  by Mick  Taylor, Vice-
Chairman  of  the Medway User 
Groups Committee. He presented 
a cheque from the proceeds of the 
WW1 Commemorative Evening 
held at the Medway Centre last 
November in aid of SSAFA, the only 
military charity working through 
the First World War. Dave Frost, 
after receiving the cheque, also 
gave a talk about the work SSAFA 
undertake locally and nationally.

We look forward to the coming 
months with varied speakers, quiet 
afternoons with games and quizzes 
and regular outings for meals 
together.  Our aim is to provide a 
relaxed  and  informal  atmosphere  
in  which  those  who suffer  aphasia  
after  stroke, head  injury or 

neurological  illness  can  enjoy time 
together.  Their  carers, be  they 
family,  friends  or  formal  carers,  
are  as  much  members  as  those  
with this  social communication 
disability.  As a group we have had 
wonderful support from all over 
Huntingdonshire, and in particular 
from Huntingdon, Godmanchester, 
St Neots and Ramsey.  We value 
the financial contributions as we 
must be self-funding, but the effect 
of the interest and interaction with 
local people and groups is just as 
essential to  us,  as  we  try  to  
widen  understanding  of  this  most  
difficult  and  challenging disability.  
For further information about 
Speakability Huntingdonshire, 
please contact Anna Bratby on 
01480 891977  

REBUILDING
COMMUNICATION

The changing face 
of abouT Town

In  order  to  comply  with  the  precept  level  set  for  2015/16,  a  number  of  cuts  have unfortunately 
been made to the services and offerings of the Council. One area affected by these cuts has been the 
provision of About Town magazine. The magazine  will  still  be  sent  out  freely  four  times  a  year;  
however  moving  forward,  the specification of the 16 inside pages will be reduced to black and white. As 
a tax payer in Huntingdon, each issue of About Town will only cost 25p to be published and hand delivered 
to your door. We hope you find this good value.

A further area of the budget that has been removed for 2015 is the provision of musical performances in 
Bloomfield Park over the summer months. Saturday lunchtimes throughout June, July and August usually see 
an audience gathered around the Bandstand, enjoying a variety of music played. Unfortunately this will not 
be taking place this year, but it is hoped that this may be re-introduced in the future.
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French traders from Normandy 
will be selling a wide range of 
authentic produce including bread 
and patisseries, pancakes, French 
cheeses and wines, leather handbags, 
olives from Provence, 
pâté and saucisson 
from Normandy, 
wooden toys, 
b a s ke t w o r k 
and French 
music.

R e n o w n e d 
for their skills 
in cookery 
y u m m i n e s s , 
you will find 
bakery goods 
including biscuits and 
crepes whilst the variety 
and designs of bread is truly amazing.
A full range of cooked meats are 

another of the mouth-wateringly 
tempting foods to buy and enjoy at 
home.

French music is showcased with a 
treasure trove of vintage 

music from the 20’s 
to the 50’s. You will 

find; amongst 
others; CDs of 
the great of 
the chansons 
F r a n c a i s e s 
from Edith 
Piaf and 
C h a r l e s 

Trenet to 
Jacques Brel and 

George Brassens; 
accordion music, 

swing from the likes of 
Django Reinhardt and Stephane 
Grappelli, Dixieland from New 

Orleans, jazz, blues and so much 
more.

Swish French clothing and 
accessories such as hats, scarves, 
bags and basket ware will also be 
on show. Try on a French chapeau 
or choose a leather hand-crafted 
bag to go with your outfit. Then 
accessorise with panache and 
a Paris-styled scarf – but the 
organizers’ warn us there is such 
a huge choice it could take some 
time, so leave a leisurely time for 
your day out!

Come and say Bonjour to 
Huntingdon’s French Market - 
Friday 18th and Saturday 19th April 
2015

Andrew Philips
BID Huntingdon Manager

J’adore le Marche 
a La france

coMMUNIty 
shoP
Based at the Medway Centre, the 
Community shop had a very busy 
Christmas, supplying good quality second 
hand toys for families to purchase at 
affordable prices. Our aim was to help 
families not to overspend during the 
festive period. We had many people 
through the doors in the weeks leading up 
to Christmas and managed to sell all the 
toys we had.

This year we have managed to acquire a 
shipping container to store furniture to sell 
to families on the Oxmoor at affordable 
prices. This has been an exciting step and 
many families have already benefited from 
the items we sell. 

Every Friday we have the community shop 
tea room for people from the community 
to stop by and have drink, cake and a chat 
while seeing what community shop has to 
offer.

The Community shop is a project of 
Medway Church and is part of their ‘Love 
Oxmoor’ outreach.

Our opening times are:

• Monday -1pm
• Thursday 9am -1pm
• Friday 9am -1pm (Tea room open)
• Saturday 9am -1pm

Adrian Woodbridge
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The MS Centre in Huntingdon can 
be found just off Mayfield Road 
behind the Olympic Gym, BUT we 
do not just cater for people with 
Multiple Sclerosis!  The centre is 
run by a small team of staff and 
volunteers who offer a day centre 
service for people suffering with 
MS and other neurological diseases. 

We are a small self-funded charity 
founded in 1985, and we pride 
ourselves on being a friendly group. 
We believe that Self Help is the 
best way of action when you have 
been diagnosed with a neurological 

disease. Therefore, we offer 
Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy as 
well as other alternative therapies, 
exercise and support to everyone 
in Cambridgeshire.

The Centre is always full of laughter 
and fun, and we welcome people 
to come and visit us. Our purpose 
built building has fantastic facilities, 
including new catering facilities, a 
large meeting area, a studio gym, 
business conference facilities, and 
a Hyperbaric Oxygen Tank all of 
which are available for private hire. 

We hold many fundraising events 
at the Centre that everyone is 
welcome to attend.

The Centre can be hired out by 
everyone in Cambridgeshire, so if 
you are looking to hold a business 
meeting or seminar or if you are 
a fitness instructor looking for 
facilities then look no further than 
the MS Centre.

For all enquiries, please call Fiona 
our Centre Manager on:
01480 458688 to find out
how we can help.

Huntingdon charity volunteer 
inspires local men to enter 
prestigious quilt exhibition 

A group of disabled adults supported 
by charity Papworth Trust were 
the first men to ever exhibit in a 
prestigious quilt show recently. 

It all started when one of Papworth 
Trust’s volunteers and sewing expert 
Caroline O’Brian challenged the 
men to make a patchwork quilt in a 
needlework craft class at the Trust’s 
Huntingdon Centre. The Bradbury 
Place centre offers a choice of 
activities for disabled people to have 
fun and learn new skills. 

“Everyone had different skill sets – 
some of them hadn’t really held a 
needle before,” says Caroline, who 
volunteers for Papworth Trust once 
a week and first started sewing 
when she was 4 years old. 

“But they completely embraced it 
and hand stitched a fantastic quilt 
with colourful panels.”

Caroline was so impressed that she 
entered the men, who have aptly 
called themselves ManMade, into 
the members’ only Quilts Unlimited 
quilt show, which doesn’t usually 
have outside entries. 

But ManMade were accepted and 
displayed their quilt at the event in 
St Ives. 

“They were the first men to ever 
exhibit in the show, which is a 
massive achievement. I am very 
proud of them,” added Caroline. 

To find out more about Papworth 
Trust as well as its volunteering 
opportunities, please go to
www.papworthtrust.org.uk
or call 0800 952 5000. 

INtroDUcINg hUNtINgDoN’s
Ms theraPy ceNtre…

Don’t quit it....quilt it!
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We welcome everyone to hear the 
Good News at our Easter Sunday 
Services 2015

“Churches Together” have a "Walk of Witness" on Good 
Friday telling the story of Easter. The walk will begin at 
11am at the Methodist Church, winding its way through 
Huntingdon to finish on the Square by All Saints Church, 
where there will be refreshments. All are welcome to 
come, watch or participate!

All Saints Church, Hartford.
Maundy Thursday - 7pm Holy Communion 
Good Friday - 12 noon Meditations 
Easter Day - 11am Holy Communion.

Huntingdon town Centre Anglicans
All Services in All Saints Church,
Market Square, Huntingdon
 
Maundy Thursday
6pm AGAPE Meal with feet washing
please let Rev Andrew Milton know if you would like to 
come to the meal 01480 412674
 
8pm Songs and Hymns of Adoration 

9pm Reflection, using the Labyrinth 

10pm Compline 

Good Friday 
9.30am Holy Communion 
2pm Service of The Cross 

Easter Sunday
10.15am Sung Eucharist 
6.30pm Sung Evensong 

daybreak Community Church
Easter Sunday - 10.45am. We warmly welcome you to our 
Easter Sunday Celebration at Brook House, Ouse Walk, 
Huntingdon (the “Luminus” building) for refreshments and 
a chat, followed by uplifting worship, inspiration from the 
Bible and opportunity to receive prayer for your needs.
                                                   
Huntingdon methodist Church 
Easter Sunday - 10.15am Easter Day Family Worship  
6.30pm Easter Day Praise          
                     
Huntingdonshire Community Church
Easter Day Family Service - 10am at Church Centre, 83a, 
High Street, Huntingdon.

International Prayer Palace
Easter Friday – 7pm to 9pm Prayer Marathon at HYC 
Saturday April 4th – 7pm to 9pm. Teaching on “Where did 
Jesus go when he died and what did He do there?”
Easter Sunday - 10am. Sunday Service Teaching on the 
Significance of Jesus’ death and resurrection at One 
Leisure Centre.

medway Christian Fellowship 
Easter Sunday - 10.30am. All Age Easter Service at the 
Medway Community Centre followed by refreshments. 

trinity Free Church 
Sunday 15th March - 4pm Easter Songs of Praise
(followed by tea)
Maundy Thursday - 7.30pm. Reflective communion 
Easter Sunday - 10.45am. Easter Praise

For more information please phone the Churches Together 
Secretary on 01480 463454

chUrches together
IN HUNTINGDON AND GODMANCHESTER

CoMe anD be InspIreD aT Daybreak!

Do you face each day with excitement or dread?  Are you clear about 
your life’s purpose?  How can we change our world for the better?

These are just a few of the questions Daybreak Community Church 
seeks to help people tackle.  Meeting every Sunday at 10.45 am in 
Brook House, Ouse Walk, Huntingdon, refreshments are followed by 
an uplifting service, with a live band, uplifting singing and an inspirational, 
thought-provoking Bible Talk.  
Daybreak is here to give encouragement and hope to all who attend.  
More information is available at:
www.daybreakcommunitychurch.org.uk. 


