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Christmas all wrapped up!
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Please note all meetings commence at 7.00pm and take place in 
the Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon PE29 3PJ unless otherwise 
stated. For further information, please contact Huntingdon Town 
Council on 01480 411883 or
email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Meetings are open to the public and agendas allow time for 
representation and questions from the public.

Date:  Meeting:

11th December Planning Applications Panel

8th January Town Council
  Planning Applications Panel

22nd January Finance Committee (Budget)
  Town Council (Precept)
  Planning Applications Panel

5th February Leisure & Community Services Committee
  Planning Committee
  Planning Applications Panel

19th February Finance Committee
  Planning Applications Panel

5th March Town Council
  Planning Applications Panel

19th March Planning Committee
  Planning Applications Panel

Forthcoming meetings

Christmas 
Lights 
Switch 
On 2014
Sunday 23rd November 

saw Huntingdon’s High 
Street and Market Square 

bursting with traditional 
Christmas spirit at Hungtindon’s 

annual Christmas Lights Switch On event. Not 
only were the streets dazzling with new festive 
decorations, but also full of festive fun. From meeting 
Father Christmas and Peppa Pig, to facepainting and 
charity stalls, there was something for everyone. The 
lights were switched on by the Mayor of Huntingdon, 
Councillor Bill Hensley and a great afternoon was 
had by all.
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Welcome Message
On behalf of myself and everyone at Huntingdon Town Council, I would like to wish all 
residents and those associated with Huntingdon a very joyous and peaceful Christmas. Let 
us also take a moment to thank the emergency services, who will be endlessly working 
over the festive period, ensuring that our residents are safe and well. We hope you enjoy 
reading the December 2014 issue of About Town, your free, local publication bought to 
you by Huntingdon Town Council.

Each one of us looks forward to working on the magazine in 2015 and to the events 
planned throughout the year. As always, we strive to host a variety of activities, catering to 
all ages and interests, ensuring that Huntingdon provides an all-year-round calendar of free 
family fun. Should you wish to be a part of any of the events we hold, or want to tell us 
about your event and news in Huntingdon, please do get in touch with us. 

On behalf of Huntingon Town Council I would like to wish all of you a very joyous Christmas 
and a peaceful new year.

Councillor Jennifer Sarabia 
Editor
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Some would think that entering ‘In 
Bloom’ only lasts for six months of 
the year, but in fact the team is busy 
all year from October to September. 
This is governed by preparing for 
the Anglia in Bloom judging and 
awards ceremony, which is held 
during September of each year.  

In preparation for the 2014 entry, 
planning started back in October 
2013. Fruit trees were planted 

at infant schools, The Medway 
Centre and Kings Ripton Court.  
Flowerbeds were looked after and 
planted up ready for the spring 
and summer.  The ‘Moor In Bloom’ 
allotment at Sallowbush Road was 
a particular highlight for 2014, with 
its show of daffodils cheering up 
those wet and gloomy days.

Many hands worked at Grenville 
House, transforming the rumble 

tumble of weeds into a garden and 
the flower troughs at the Lord 
Protector were a fantastic sight, 
providing a visible highlight for all 
who passed by. 
 
The visit from the Anglia In Bloom 
judges took place back on the 
15th July, where they were given 
a tour of the projects undertaken, 
demonstrating a community we all 
can be proud of.  

And all that hard work paid off…

At the award ceremony, The 
Oxmoor was awarded with a 
Silver award and Sapley Square was 
awarded the Best Drought Garden. 
We were all thrilled with the 
outcome and are already looking 
forward to our 2015 entry!

Jill Watkin Tavener
Oxmoor Community Action Group 

The 2015 entry for Anglia In Bloom is 
underway with plans taking shape for 
various projects within Huntingdon. 
This year we aim to set up a charity 
which will manage and coordinate 
the In Bloom entry for the Town. We 
will always welcome new volunteers 
to the team and encourage support 
from local businesses, charities and 
community groups. 

On 23rd September 2014, Huntingdon 
Town Council hosted a Huntingdon 
In Bloom open evening. Various 
interested parties attended the evening 
with the aim of bringing Huntingdon 
back In Bloom! A number of positive 
suggestions were made at the meeting, 
including: 

• Working with local schools to get 

young people involved with the 
environment and conservation

• A project at the Japanese garden at 
Hinchingbrooke House

• Bringing flora back to the railway 
station

• Allotment based projects
• The conservation and floral 

decoration of the Thinking Soldier 
War Memorial on the Market 
Square

• Floral and horticultural stalls at the 
Christmas light switch on 

• Projects involving the local 
Women’s Institute.

Huntingdon In Bloom would not 
be possible without the generosity 
of it’s local volunteers, so if you are  
interested in being involved with the 
project please do contact Huntingdon 
Town Council on 01480 411883 or 
email:
town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Kate Yerbury
Administration Assistant

Huntingdon in Bloom

Moor in Bloom
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News from the 
Parks Manager
Since the last issue of About Town, 
the summer bedding has been 
taken down and winter bedding 
has been planted. The bedding 
plants used this year will be pansies 
and wall flowers. 

The team has been busy installing 
new play equipment in Bloomfield 
Park, which has proved extremely 
popular with many families in the 
town. Should you ever have any 
feedback or suggestions regarding 
any of our play equipment in 
Huntingdon, please do get in touch.

If you have an allotment, now is 
the time to start digging the plot 
over, incorporating manure into 
the soil or compost you have made 
over the summer months. Winter 
is also the time to be pruning back 
your fruit trees and bushes, as well 
as raspberry bushes. If you have 
summer fruiting varieties, you can 
also cut the old canes down to 
ground level. If you haven’t planted 
your broad beans yet, there is still 
time when the conditions are right 
to get on the soil. Masterpiece is 
a good variety. Now is a good 
time to starting ordering seeds 
ready for early sowing in February, 
such as carrots, peas, parsnips and 
beetroot.

Dennis Smith
Parks Manager

Enjoy the run-up to Christmas on 6th and 13th December with Saturdays 
of seasonal festive fun on the streets of Huntingdon from 10am to 2pm. 
Brought to you by the businesses in town and Huntingdon First, come and 
enjoy FREE entertainment for the children and let the seasonal music add 
to your shopping experience. There will be FREE face painting, FREE balloon 
modelling, festive music and much more. More details are available at:
www.huntingdonfirst.co.uk and on Facebook/HuntingdonFirst.

There are pantomimes galore in the Commemoration Hall.  Sleeping Beauty 
is brought to you by Huntingdon Youth Theatre from 3rd to 6th December; 
enjoy that much-loved Christmas pantomime which includes the handsome 
prince, a damsel in distress, the wicked fairy and the wacky dame
(www.huntingdonyouththeatre.co.uk.)  Jack and the Beanstalk is produced 
by KD Theatre Productions from 11th to 21st December. Dame Trott and 
her sons Jack are terrorised by the Giant. When the Princess is kidnapped, 
Jack climbs the Beanstalk to fight the giant.  The Wendy Burke School of 
Dance and Stageworks Performing Arts will be dazzling
(www.huntingdonpantomime.com).

We are all looking forward to the Live Nativity brought to town by Churches 
Together on Saturday 13th December outside Barclays Bank.  Come and 
see the stable crib setting. There will also be carols and an opportunity to 
celebrate what Christmas is all about in a fun way.  More details at:
www.huntingdonfirst.co.uk

Don’t forget there are several markets each week in Huntingdon – the 
Traditional Market on Wednesday and Saturday; the fortnightly Farmers’ 
Market on a Friday and the Crafts & Collectables Market every Friday in 
the Commemoration Hall.  You can park FREE after 3pm in all town centre 
car parks provided by Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC), Monday to 
Friday, from 1st to 24th December. 

To discover which shops are in Huntingdon, please visit the website 
www.huntingdonfirst.co.uk and click on ‘Find Business’ to search by name, 
category or an ‘A to Z’ listing.  It’s all there for you to view from shops to 
cafes and restaurants; you will be amazed what Huntingdon has to offer!

Contact BID Huntingdon
Tel: 01480 450250 

info@huntingdonfirst.co.uk
www.huntingdonfirst.co.uk

HuNtINgDoN FIrst 
For CHrIstMas
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Cards for Good Causes, 
which sell cards for 
charities across the UK 
every year, once again has 
its Huntingdon pop-up shop 
until 13th December in All 
Saints Church, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon.

It offers shoppers the 
chance to buy Christmas 
cards from at least 25 
national and local charities. 

The shop offers a wide 
range of designs to choose 
from and is a convenient 

way to support more than 
one good cause.  Wrapping 
paper and gift tags are also 
available.

The Huntingdon charity 
Christmas card shop is one 
of a countrywide network 
of shops which open in the 
run up to the festive season.  
Cards for Good Causes 
Limited (CFGC) pays the 
participating charities (or 
their trading subsidiaries) 
at least 70p in every pound 
from their card sales, less 
the VAT payable on the 

amount retained by CFGC.  
The retained amount 
covers CFGC’s costs of 
running the temporary 
charity Christmas card 
shops.  In addition to these 
costs, the participants have 
to pay for the production 
and distribution of their 
cards.

The shop, staffed by local 
volunteers, is open from 
10.00am to 4.00pm Monday 
– Saturday.
Look out for the red 
triangular Santa sign!

CARDS FOR GOOD CAUSES THIS CHRISTMAS

We Do reMeMber tHeM
Remembrance Sunday is the day traditionally put aside to remember all 
those who have given their lives for the peace and freedom we enjoy 
today.  On this day, people across the Nation pause to reflect about the 
sacrifices made by our brave Servicemen and women.

This year’s Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service took place on the 
Market Square, Huntingdon on Sunday 9th November 2014.   A two-minute 
silence was also held on the Market Square on the 11th November, to 
remember those who fought and paid the ultimate price for our Country.

This year, the local Churches 
Together Christmas Day 
Lunch and Tea; for people 
who would be on their 
own this Christmas; will be 
held at Trinity Free Church, 
Huntingdon. The afternoon 
will include an entertainment 
programme. For further 
details from the Church, 
please call 01480 455794. 
Transport can be arranged.

Kevin Burdett
minister

Don’t be Lonely 
this Christmas
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As you may already be aware, Coneygear Park is now the responsibility of Huntingdon Town 
Council. Due to housing developments in the local area, we have a sum of money available, which 
we have to specifically spend on the Park. As such, Members of Huntingdon Town Council have 
made the decision to consult with the local residents to see what they would like the money to 
be spent on.
 
Money has already been ring-fenced for a new gated entrance, notice boards, a fence around the 
Park and work to the football pitch.

If you would like your say, please complete the below questionnaire and return to Shilpa Desai-
Sakaldip at either  the Medway Centre or to  Huntingdon Town Hall no later than Friday 30th 
January 2015.  Alternatively, the questionnaire can also be filled in online at:
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk
 
1. Would you like new play equipment to be installed at the Park?
(If yes, for what age group and what type?)

2. Would you like more benches and an area to eat food?

3. Would you like a gated play area?

If there is anything else you would like to see at the Park, please fill in the box below. Please also 
supply your contact details in the box below if you would like to become a ‘Friend of Coneygear 
Park’:

Additional comments:

Contact name:

Contact details:

With Christmas fast approaching, 
the Medway Centre is busy as 
usual with lots of parties being 
booked. If you haven’t yet sorted 
out a venue for a Christmas Party, 
please do call me to check for 
availability. 

Entering into the festive spirit, 
the Centre has its Christmas 
decorations up, the lights switched 
on and a great new sound system 
to further compliment the party 
atmosphere!

We have two car parks, so there 
will be no problems with parking. 
If a bar is required, we can arrange 
this for you. 

‘Eyes Down’ for Medway Bingo 

on Saturday 13th December 2014. 
Doors open at 7.00pm with the 
games starting at 8.00pm. It’ll be 
a Christmas theme with lots of 
money and raffle prizes to be won 
on the night.

The Medway Christian Fellowship 
will be putting on a Carol Service 
involving three local schools on 
Sunday 14th December 2014 at 
4.00pm at the Medway Centre, 
where everyone is welcome to 
attend. 

On behalf of myself and the team at 
the Medway Centre, we wish you 
all a Happy Christmas.

Shilpa Desai-Sakaldip
Medway Centre Manager

CoNeYgear ParK CHrIstMas gaLa
Coneygear Rd, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire

 Telephone: 01480 388677
Web: www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

tHe MeDWaY CeNtre
Medway Road, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 1SF

Telephone: 01480 388677
Web:  www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/community-halls

Make a note of the date: Saturday 13th 
December 2014, 11.00am to 3.00pm 

Come along to Coneygear Park 
Christmas Gala on Saturday 13th 
December and meet Father Christmas. 
He’ll be there and will be giving all 
children a present! There will be a few 
other surprises for children on the day 
too, so don’t miss out! There will be lots 
of stalls selling Christmas goodies, along 
with the infamous Snack Shack who 
will be selling mulled wine, hotdogs and 
mince pies. 

To keep in with the spirit of Christmas, 
the Medway Christian Fellowship will be 
performing a nativity on the day where 
they will re-tell the Christmas story with 
craft activities – this will take place at 
midday.

For more information, please contact me 
at the Centre on 01480 388677.

Shilpa Desai-Sakaldip
Medway Centre Manager
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TheMayor’s Christmas
Message

Christmas time is 
a very special time for all 

of us, a time to spend with family 
and friends, reflect on a year 
passed and plan for the New Year 
ahead. The past six months as First 
Citizen has been a tremendous 
experience for me. I have been 
overwhelmed by the warm 
welcome I have received from the 
people of Huntingdon and feel 
honoured to represent you, as 
well as having had the pleasure of 
meeting so many interesting and 
friendly people and attended a 
wide range of functions and events 
throughout the year so far.

2014 has been a good year for 
Huntingdon, we enjoyed the visit 
by His Royal Highness the Duke 
of Gloucester who came to 
visit the regimental colours that 
hang proudly in the foyer of the 
Town Hall, we commemorated 
the centenary of the outbreak 
of WW1 with a service on 4th 
August, and of course the WW1 
weekend was a great success in 
September.

Christmas is a time for family and 
I’m personally looking forward 
to spending some quality time 
relaxing with mine, but of course, 
Christmas can also be a difficult 
time for people, it can be a painful 
and sad time for many families, 
particularly for people who have 
suffered bereavement over the 
past year. I would encourage 
people to rally around their family, 
friends and neighbours and 

provide them with the help and 
support that they need.
2015 will bring many opportunities 
for Huntingdon and its people, we 
need to ensure that we capitalise 
on those opportunities, even 
during these difficult economic 
times, and we need to strive to 
develop our local economy. 

Christmas is also a time for sharing 
and for caring for each other, it’s 
a time for reaching out the hand 
of friendship and reconciliation, 
so let’s genuinely reach out, let 
bygones be bygones and let 2015 
be a great year.

I want to wish all the townspeople 
a very Merry Christmas and a 
peaceful and prosperous New 
Year.

Councillor Bill Hensley
Mayor of Huntingdon

2014 has been full of stories about the First World War. 
It is known that at Christmas time hostilities ceased and 
troops from either side left their trenches and amongst 
other things played football together. It is a great sign 
of how significant the time of Christmas is wherever 
we may be. It reminds us that the birth of Jesus, which 
is at the heart of our Christmas celebrations, is God’s 
gift to the whole of the human race and has nothing to 
do with where we happen to be, or who we are with 
during this festive period. 

We live in difficult times. While we are all individual 
and different in our own ways, we share a common life 
together and it is at this time of the year we think of 

family and friends wherever they may be. All we need 
to know is that we are loved and cared for by others. 

Christmas is a time of peace and goodwill throughout 
the world. It would be nice if this led to a New Year’s 
resolution to maintain these ideals throughout the 
year. It is possible choose peace and harmony. 

Regretfully the fighting in WW1 soon continued after 
Christmas day but the suspension of hostilities for that 
short time lives on as a symbol of what is possible in 
all our lives.

Reverend Andrew Milton

Mayor’s Chaplain’s Christmas message
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Organisation Grant Received Reason for Grant

Huntingdon Area Money Advice

Huntingdon Boat Club

Huntingdon Community Radio 
Trust

Huntingdonshire Association for 
Community Transport (HACT)

Huntingdon Youth Theatre

Snack Shack

£300

£2,000

£2,000

£500

£1,500

£1,500

To be used to help pay 
for administrative costs 

amounting to £3,000 per year.

To be used for a brand new 
launch boat to ensure the 

safety of rowers.

Continued provision of 
HCR104fm – monies towards 

the 50% off air income.

Support towards HACT ‘ring 
and ride’ service.

Hire of Commemoration Hall 
and construction of sets.

Training, equipment and 
supply of tables and chairs.

News from the towN hall

If you are a Huntingdon based charity or organisation and would like to apply for a grant, contact Kate Yerbury 
on kate.yerbury@huntingdontown.gov.uk.

With the festive season now well under way, please note that the Council Offices and Rural Cambs Citizens 
Advice Bureau will be closed in the Town Hall from midday on Wednesday 24th December 2014, re-opening on 
Monday 5th January 2015 at 9.00am.

A lot has happened in the Town Hall since the September 
Issue of About Town came through your doors! The 
final stage of restoration has been completed, meaning 
that the Council Chamber and Mayor’s Parlour in the 
building have been given a new lease of life, putting 
them back in keeping with the original Georgian style 
of the building. 

Now that the building stands on the Market Square, 
beautifully restored and ideally situated, we are in the 
process of getting the building approved as a marriage 
venue. Whether you’re looking for a low key wedding in 
the quirky setting of a former Court Room, or a more 
extravagant reception in the Civic Suite, the Town Hall 
is the perfect location to enjoy your special day. 

As a result of the restoration work being completed, 
the Town Hall will also be promoted as a location for 

TV and Film. We are hoping that in the coming months 
and years, the building will be appearing on our screens 
and we can put Huntingdon on the map as a celebrity 
hotspot!

In addition to bringing the Town Hall back into grandeur, 
Huntingdon Town Council has been supporting local 
organisations across our Town. Back in October, HTC 
awarded a number of grants to Huntingdon based 
charities and organisations, where a donation could 
make a big difference to the groups and the residents 
of Huntingdon that they provide a service to. Any 
Huntingdon based organisation can apply for a future 
grant up until March 2015. The Grants Sub Committee 
will then meet in April 2015 to discuss the next set 
of applications received. The organisations awarded 
grants in October were:
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For the past nine years Lydia Eldridge has been the Artistic Director at 
Huntingdon Town Council. Helping to form PaTCH (Performing Arts at the 
Commemoration Hall), Lydia’s dedication has been invaluable in bringing 
entertainment to Huntingdon for everyone to enjoy. 

A pillar of the performing arts community, Lydia has worked endlessly to make 
sure that there has always been something for everyone, and has hosted a huge 
variety of shows over the years, from tribute acts to murder mysteries and 
ghost story evenings. A show that was particularly special was that of ‘Starz In 
Your Eyes’, an evening of fun each month for young adults with special needs. 

It was with huge regret that we said farewell to Lydia back in November 
due the post being made redundant. Lydia, you will be hugely missed and so 
will your shows. Thank you for everything you have done over the years to 
make Huntingdon’s entertainment offering so diverse and for bringing endless 
enjoyment to people’s Friday evenings.

Thank you Lydia!

I joined the Town Council 
as Properties & Estates 

Manager/ Deputy 
Town Clerk back in 
September of this 
year.

My background and 
formal training is 

in Building Services 
Engineering, where I 

was a consultant before 
working as a Facilities 

Manager for a large hotel and conferencing 
company. I then moved on to a Facilities 
Management company to run the installation 
department before deciding on a change and 
joining the team here at the Town Council. 

I am looking forward to working on the various 
properties within the Town Council’s Estate and 
to be able to give something back to the local 
area in which I live. 

Outside interests are cycling, taking part in 
sportive events with distances anywhere 
between 50 and 100 miles. I also enjoy travel, 
walking, gardening and have an allotment 
where I try to grow fruit and vegetables with 
equal amounts of success and failures!

David Jameson
Properties & Estates Manager/Deputy Town 

Clerk

Hello, I’m Hayley, 
the new Junior 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
Assistant at 
Huntingdon Town 
Council. I started 
working here at 
the beginning 
of August after 

graduating from 
the University of 

Northampton with a 
degree in marketing. 

I’ve lived in Huntingdon all my life, so I’m 
extremely excited to have the chance to work at 
the Town Council, helping to make a difference 
for the community I’ve grown up in. 

Previous jobs have included waitressing, retail 
and helping at baby swimming lessons, but 
none have been quite as varied and exciting as 
this role! After working here just a few months, 
I’ve already had the opportunity to be a part of 
various events such as the WWI Living History 
Weekend and the Royal Visit from HRH The 
Duke of Gloucester, and I look forward to being 
involved in many more. 

In my spare time I enjoy going to concerts, going 
out with friends and marathoning TV shows on 
Netflix. 

Hayley Burns
Junior Administration Assistant

CLOSER LOOK
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On the 26th September 
2014, groups of children 
from local schools in 
Huntingdon visited the 
Commemoration Hall to 
learn about World War 
One. 

Various stands were set up 
depicting different aspects 
of a typical WW1 soldier’s 
life. There was a recruiting 
station where the students 
could complete their 
registration forms and learn 

about the criteria a soldier 
had to meet to join the 
army. 

The next stop was the 
medical station, where 
a nurse explained the 
treatments available during 
the War, the medical 
examination for enlisted 
soldiers and the assistance 
given to soldiers on the 
battlefield. 

They were also shown 
a number of weapons, 
including rifles, bayonets 
and a machine gun. 

A very popular exhibit 
showed the developments of 
the gas masks that soldiers’ 
used, and the children were 

challenged to put the mask 
on as quickly as they could. 

Finally, the groups were 
shown the uniform and pack 
that the soldiers would have 
carried with them, and they 
experienced how heavy the 
equipment was to wear. 

Overall it was an interesting 
day and the children learned 
a lot about what life would 
have been like for soldiers 
during WW1.

Kate Yerbury
Administration Assistant

At the end of September, Huntingdon hosted a two day 
living history weekend to commemorate the outbreak of 
World War One. 

Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th September saw Riverside 
Meadows transform into a field of encampments, where 
residents of Huntingdon and beyond were able to enjoy 
a weekend of re-enactments, arena displays and military 
charity stalls.  Arena displays were on the hour and consisted 
of cavalry demonstrations, children’s drills, Russian and 
Austrian firing displays, British soldiers, the Germans Stab 
1418 and a football match between the British and Germans 
themselves. Encampments were set up across the Meadows 
for visitors to learn about all aspects of living during the 
War. These encampments represented elements such as 
WWI medicine, weaponry, life on the front line, WWI home 

life and cooking. A music wagon proved extremely popular 
with members of the public, who enjoyed joining in with 
wartime songs.

On the evening of Saturday 27th, over 300 people gathered 
to take part in a Sunset Memorial Service. The service 
was organised in conjunction with RAF Wyton, the Wyton 
and Brampton Military Wives and the RAF Wyton Area 
Voluntary Band. The service heard stories of local soldiers 
and nurses from Huntingdon, a poem written by a relative of 
a Huntingdon soldier, wartime songs and a poem written and 
read out by a 10 year old pupil from Hartford Junior School. 
Flowers were laid as a mark of respect at the Drumhead, 
which was central to the service. At the conclusion of the 
service, the Mayor of Huntingdon, Councillor Bill Hensley 
processed up to light the Beacon at Castle Hill.

To further mark the centenary of the outbreak of WWI, 
a memorial bench has been purchased and placed at the 
Sebastopol Cannon site for residents to sit and reflect on 
the bravery of the men and women from our Town. 

Our congratulations go to the two winning pupils of the 
WWI poetry and poster competitions, both from Hartford 
Community Junior School. Harvey King was the winner of 
the poster design competition and Dillon Dhaure won for 
his poem, ‘The mother’s worst nightmare’.

Huntingdon Remembers WWI

WWI Living History Weekend
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One of the big changes seen in Huntingdon over the 
past few years  has been the steady evacuation of large 
buildings in the Town that were once used as offices by 
the County Council and other Agencies.

This has left us with a legacy of empty property that for 
many years has blighted the streetscape from George 
Street to the Market Square and Grammar School Walk. 
All these buildings had a common heritage. They were 
built as substantial family town mansions in the mid 
nineteenth century, were deserted as such by the advent 
of the Second World War and turned into offices, passed 
into the ownership of the Huntingdon County Council 
and thence, after 1974, to Cambridgeshire.

For the past few years they have been waiting for new 
uses and now it appears they are to have a new lease of 

life. Not as offices but as homes once more. The era of 
the small town apartment is proving a godsend to the 
buildings and because, unlike new builds, architects really 
do have to work to fit a modern convenient dwelling into 
historical brick and stone work. 

There is already work going on in the Grammar School 
House. This imposing mid Victorian building was built 
by local architect Robert Hutchinson whose distinctive 
ornamental brickwork adorns many of our buildings from 
the George Hotel to the Cemetery Lodge. He built the 
Headmaster’s House and school boarding house around 
an earlier Georgian House some parts of which can be 
found to the rear. It will become home for 15 apartments 
and although we will miss the front door and a chimney 
stack the house is saved. 

NeW LIFe For oLD:
THE CHANGING FACE OF HUNTINGDON
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Gazeley House is also being renewed. 
It was built for the Margett family 
who were for much of the nineteenth 
century the Borough’s solicitors and 
four members of that family were 
Mayors of Huntingdon for a total of 
ten years between 1812 and 1892. It 
then passed to the 
Goodliff family. 
They moved out 
in 1939 and it was 
requisitioned for 
military purposes. 
The County 
Council took it 
over and until 
1973 it housed the 
County Library 
before reverting 
to offices. The 
garden was 
tarmacked over 
and the area 
became a night-time wasteland. When 
the new library was built Hawkins 
Court was erected on the car parks. 
People moved in and soon they will 
be joined by the new flat owners of 
Gazeley House. 

The creation of the new library and 
county archive in Princes Street 
meant the abandonment of the 
Records Office in Grammar School 
Walk. For a long time it seemed that 

no good use for the building could be 
found. It was built as a non-conformist 
school-house and much later housed 
Huntingdon’s first cinema ‘The Gem’ 
in 1896. It might have even faced the 
wrecking ball but now an enterprising 
architect has come up with an idea 

to convert it to 
small bedsits. 

New businesses 
are now taking 
over some of 
our buildings. A 
major pub chain 
has applied to 
refurbish and 
open a pub and 
restaurant in the 
‘old post office’ 
on George 
Street. This 
building has been 

gently decaying for some four 
years and is going to be a very 
expensive restoration project but 
the confidence the chain have will 
save another  mansion for the 
townspeople to enjoy. The house was 
originally built in fine Italianate style 
for Mr Windover whose carriages 
and car bodies were famous 
throughout England. The former 
sorting office was once a chapel built 
by Lady Sparrow of Brampton Park 

and has served as hall, air raid/ Red 
Cross shelter, Conservative Club and 
furniture show room. Soon it will 
become a place to eat and socialise. 
Another show of confidence is the 
refurbishment and re-opening of 
the Falcon Inn after being closed for 
nearly four years. This fine historic 
building is as iconic as the Cromwell 
Museum and its re-occupation will 
once again enhance our Market 
Square.   

Another historic building needing a 
new use and owner is tucked away 
from the town centre. It is the former 
County Gaol in Orchard Lane. It was 
replaced in 1827 and since then has 
been used as offices with other parts 
of the building turned into housing.  

The example I have mentioned above 
are part of a process that keeps a 
town alive. There has been a long 
discussion about the future of the 
High Street recently but if you look 
at many Victorian shop fronts you 
can detect signs of the houses they 
once were. And it is a process that 
has been going on a lot longer than 
Queen Victoria’s reign.  Buildings 
often change their use. If they did not 
they would have to be demolished 
and that is the challenge. Huntingdon 
should embrace ‘adaptive re-use’ and 
welcome the imaginative and skilful 
re-designers of our built heritage 
because, as William Morris said, 
‘we are only trustees for the next 
generations’. 

Richard Meredith
Huntingdon & Godmanchester

Civic Society

The Falcon currently
under refurbishment
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FORTHCOMINGEVENTS

thursday 4th
December
Pensioner’s Christmas 
Party. Commemoration 
Hall, Huntingdon 
12.00pm – 3.30pm.
For more information, 
please contact Marilyn 
Simpson at Huntingdon 
Town Council on 01480 
411883

Friday 5th
December
Ladies Pamper Evening.  
Town Hall, Market 
Hill, Huntingdon.  In 
association with Belleza.  
Please contact the 
Mayor of Huntingdon’s 
Fundraising Team on 
01480 411883. £5.00 per 
ticket. 

Wednesday 10th 
December
Civic Carol Service. 
All Saints Church, 
Huntingdon 7.15pm for 
7.30pm start. Further 
details can be obtained 
from Huntingdon Town 
Council on 01480 
411883

saturday 13th 
December 
Coneygear Park 
Christmas Gala. 11.00am 
to 3.00pm. Come 
along to meet Father 
Christmas and enjoy lots 
of other festive activities 
too. There will be stalls 
selling festive items and 
the Snack Shack will be 
serving mulled wine, hot 
dogs and mince pies! For 
more information, please 
call 01480 388677.

sunday 11th– 
21st December
Jack and the Beanstalk. 
Commemoration Hall, 
Huntingdon, 7.00pm. 
Presented by
Cambridgeshire based 
theatre company KD 
Theatre Productions, 
this show will be one of 
West End quality. Tickets 
are on sale now and 
are available by calling 
the Commemoration 
Hall on 01480 455167 
or online www.
huntingdonpantomime.

com. For groups/school 
bookings please call 
01638 781037.

Friday 30th
January 2015
The Fitzwilliam Piano 
Quartet. Hinchingbrooke 
Performing Arts Centre, 
Huntingdon, 7.30pm. 
Tickets – Adults £12, 
Pupils and Students under 
21 £5. Box office: 01480 
375678

tuesday 17th
February 2015
Pancake Day Flipathon. 
Market Square, 
Huntingdon. For more 
information or to enter 
a team, please contact 
Huntingdon Town 
Council on 01480 410384 
or email town.council@
huntingdontown.gov.uk

Friday 27th 
February 2015
Yulia Chaplina, Piano. 
Hinchingbrooke 
Performing Arts Centre, 
Huntingdon, 7.30pm. 
Tickets – Adults £12, 
Pupils and Students under 
21 £5. Box office: 01480 
375678

saturday 7th
March 2015
Charity Zumbathon. 
The Medway Centre, 
Huntingdon. For more 
information, please 
contact Huntingdon 
Town Council on 01480 
411883

thursday 12th to
saturday 14th 
March 2015
The Witches of Warboys.
Court Room One, 
Town Hall, Market 
Hill, Huntingdon at 
7.30pm.Following on 
from the last 'sell out' 
performance,‘Joshua 
Slade’ in the Town Hall 
Court Room One 
- Huntingdon Youth 
Theatre is back again to 
perform a new play based 
around the trial of the 
Warboys Witches. For 
more information, please 
contact Huntingdon 
Town Council on 01480 
411883

saturday 28th 
March 2015
The Mayor of 
Huntingdon’s Annual 
Charity Ball. The Marriott 
Hotel, Huntingdon. For 
further information, 
please contact the 
Mayor’s Secretary on 
01480 411883. More 
details to follow.
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Drama NewS

Any mention of heritage in Huntingdon generally conjures up images of Oliver 
Cromwell and the old age debate for the legitimacy of Huntingdonshire. So it often 
comes as somewhat of a surprise when I mention the heritage of Huntingdon’s 
local drama club. They’re not exactly as ancient in history as our Lord Protector 
of England but seventy years does leave behind some great local stories.  The 
Huntingdon die-hards have been transforming the local stage for seventy years 
with their earliest known performance in 1944. The Club continues to thrive and 
is enjoying yet another successful year of performances at the Commemoration 
Hall, Huntingdon. Shown  is  a  historic  shot  of  cast  and  director  of  "Duet  
for  Two  Hands"  (1960)  the  first production to take place in the newly built 
Commemoration Hall.  Doris Beaton is seated left & Jack Hyde can be seen 
standing behind veteran director Edna Peck (seated right). The Club would love 
to find out more about its impact on community life and encourages readers to 
contact them via their website at www.huntingdondramaclub.org.uk with their 
stories.

Nathanael Spalding
Huntingdon Drama Club

Huntingdon Youth Theatre would not be where it is today without the support of 
its members. It has been a significant part of the theatrical community in this town 
for almost 18 years, celebrating its Birthday in January.  The group has always been 
prepared to push back the boundaries  for  its  members  and  has  seen  over  
250  young  residents  of  Huntingdon  and surrounding villages performing under 
its name. 2014’s  production  of  Sleeping  Beauty  demonstrates  the  importance  
of  a  strong  team. Directed by Nicole Jackson, who started as a young member 
10 years ago, the performance will have a glamorous set, extravagant costumes 
and live music played by local musicians. The  production  is  taking  place  in  the  
Commemoration  Hall  between  the  3rd  and  6th December, starting at 7.30pm. 
Tickets £8 or £6 concession. If anyone aged 11 or over is interested in joining this 
fun organisation please contact HYT on 01480 381734.

Dominic Whitehead
Huntingdon Youth Theatre

The Shakespeare at the George Trust is proud to announce that in addition to 
next year’s regular summer production, in the Spring of 2015, it will be supporting 
an indoor production, to be performed over four evenings in the Manchester 
Room at The George Hotel, which will be known as “SaTG in the Parlour”.  Both 
of next year’s chosen plays are comedies.

The first production will be Blithe Spirit by Noël Coward, directed by Charlotte 
Maylor, and will run from 25th to the 28th March 2015.  As its recent West End 
run proved this summer, Blithe Spirit is an audience favourite showcasing the work 
of a consistently popular playwright. Tickets will go on sale in early December.
See www.satg.org.uk for details

The regular summer Shakespeare production for 2015 will be The Merry Wives 
of Windsor, directed by Steph Hamer, running from the 23rd June to 4th July.  
Imagining that Mistress Ford and Mistress Page have each fallen for him, the knight 
Falstaff decides to seduce them both, as much for their husbands’ money as for 
their personal charms. Wise to the old rogue’s tricks, the women turn the tables 
on him with a series of humiliating assignations and a very damp, extremely smelly 
laundry basket.  Tickets will go on sale in early February. 
See www.satg.org.uk for details
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Cambridgeshire Police 
Amateur Boxing Club 
(CAMPOL ABC) now 
has vacancies within 
their senior section. 
If you’re interested in 
boxing/fitness and are 
over the age of 14, why 
not come along and 
meet the great coaches! 
The Club has had lots 
of success recently with 
Ryan Adair (age 16) 
becoming the National 
School Boy Champion 
and also part of Team 
GB. CAMPOL ABC has 
also had two trainees 
recently leave the 
Club to join the Royal  
Marines.

The Club meets at the 
Medway Centre every 
Monday evening from 
6.45pm to 8.00pm. For 
further details, please 
contact Mick Taylor on 
01487 773520.

Following the success of the Great Britain Team 
in the Commonwealth and European Athletics 
Championships, Martial Artists from Great Britain 
competed in the World Tang Soo Do Association 
World Championships. The event was held at the 
Greensboro Coliseum in North Carolina.

With 1800 competitors from 34 countries 
represented, Team GB came home with 2 
championship cups, 27 Gold, 22 Silver and 28 
Bronze medals. Master Khan from Huntingdon, 
who is Chief Instructor in Great Britain and the 
Director of Europe for the World Tang Soo Do 
Association, is tremendously proud of the team.

The World Championships was also a very fitting 
venue for Master Khan who successfully tested 
over the past two years, and was awarded with his 
7th Degree Black Belt. A tremendous achievement 

for the Huntingdon based martial artist.

The results of the medal winners from the 
Huntingdon area are as follows:

• Shazan Amin 3rd Dan Black Belt 1st in 
Sparring,  3rd in Forms and Weapons

• Safiya Khan 2nd Dan Black Belt   1st in Sparring

• Jim Liddle 1st Dan Black Belt   1st in Forms 
and 2nd in Weapons

• Jordan Skinner Red Belt   1st in Sparring, 3rd 
in Forms and Weapons.

For more information or enquiries about joining, 
go to www.huntingdonstivestsd.com or contact 
Master Khan on 07973 636740.

WORLD TANG SOO DO

The Acorn Surgery 
established its Patient 
Participation Group (Acorn 
Patient Team) in 2007 and 

continues to work collaboratively 
with them, in addition to the Patient 
Reference Group established - an 
email community or ‘virtual patient 
group’.  The Practice uses this style of 
engagement to survey patients’ views 
on how services can be improved.  

The Surgery works closely with the 
Patient Team, to discuss things of 
importance to the Surgery and Patients. 
They work together on strategic action 
plans, organising improvements for the 
benefit of patients, ensuring the patient 
voice is heard. 

Carol Primett, Chair of PPG meets 
regularly with Trish Hawitt Palmer, 
Practice Manager, to keep track on aims 
and to review progress.  Carol says “It’s 
very rewarding to work closely with 
Practice staff, supporting them with 
continued improvements to deliver 
a gold standard service. We continue 
to address missed appointments and 
have put in place a range of strategies 
to reduce wastage so patients can 
see the GP they want at a time that’s 
convenient to them.  Acorn is a very-
forward thinking Practice and one 
of the first surgeries to use social 
networking to reach out to patients 
with up to the minute information on 
a whole range of things.”

Trish says “It’s a delight to work with 
the PPG on a range of important 
things. The autumn health awareness 
event organised by the Patient Team 
on ‘mini health &  care checks’ was a 
great success – all credit to their hard 
work. By regular fundraising, the Acorn 
Patient Team aims to buy a Health 
Monitor for the waiting area.

All newly registered patients 
automatically become a member of 
the Patient Reference Group if they 
wish.  The Practice continues to grow 
successfully and is currently taking new 
patients.  For more information visit
www.acornsurgery.com  or telephone 
01480 483100.

aCorN sUrGerY

BOXED IN!
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My name is Zoe McCaffrey, I am 37 and I have had Multiple 
Sclerosis for the past 16 years.

I have three children and I volunteer for various Girlguiding units in 
Huntingdon. I have been helping with Rainbows (5-7 yr olds) and 
Brownies (7-10 yr olds) for the past five years and I want to show 
them that there is so much that can be done if you put your mind to 
it. Life doesn't have to end when you get struck down with an illness 
or disability. 

I recently participated in a Tandem Parachute jump for The Mayors 
Charity Fund because:

I had never been in a plane before and I thought it would be a good 
idea and two of the Mayor’s charities this year are very close to my 
heart.

The Carers Trust-Huntingdon is the group that supports my children, 
whilst giving them a break from being Young Carers for me and the 
other group is the Brownie pack that I have been working with. 
Both groups have to rely on donations to keep running and I’m 
passionate about helping them to continue doing the wonderful 
work they do.

I love doing my voluntary roles and would suggest it to anyone who 
wants to make a difference in life.

OUTSTANDING
ACHIEVEMENTS

The Community shop is a project run by ‘Love 
Oxmoor’, which is the community outreach from 
Medway Church on the Oxmoor Estate and local mum 
Kelly Broderick manages the shop on a day to day basis.

We are open four days a week for nearly new clothes, 
baby items, household goods and much more and 
based in the Medway Centre Huntingdon.

As well as affordable clothes, the shop has given the 
opportunity for mums to start volunteering and giving 
back to their community, making new friends in the 
process.

We are grateful for any good quality donations which 
can be dropped off at the Medway Centre during office 
hours if the shop is not open.

New to the Community Shop is a tea room, which is 
open during our Friday session, giving time to browse 
the shop, have a cuppa and a friendly chat. Why not pop 
in on the way back from taking the children to school?

We have a good turnover of stock so there is always 
something different to browse.  All of our takings go 
towards developing the  Community Shop or to help 
families on the Oxmoor. Our opening times are:

Monday 12.00pm -4.00pm
thursday 9.00am -1.00pm
Friday 9.00am -1.00pm
(including the Community shop tea room)
saturday 9.00am-1.00pm

For more details contact Kelly 
Mobile 07719185058
Office 01480 420630

C  mmunity Sh  p
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to date, a number of events have taken 
place to help raise money for the Mayor of 
Huntingdon’s charities. these include:

• Tin Can Alley at the Riverside Gala in Huntingdon to 
build awareness of the charities and plans for future 
fundraising events

• A musical evening with the Music Hall Society

• A charity Zumbathon event at the Medway Centre

• 12 supporters took to the air and parachuted from 
13000 feet all in the name of Charity and raised just 
over £1700

• A Pampered Chef evening at the Town Hall, attended by 
local Mayors, dignitaries and other guests

• The Mayor was happy to attend the Unity in the 
Community event at the Medway, and help with the 
‘Name the Teddy’ draw

• A Charity Bucket Collection at Tesco 

• Bingo at the Medway organised by OCAG
 
• A charity stall at the Christmas Lights Switch On event

• Christmas Dinner with the Mayor
 

the following events will be taking place 
over the coming weeks:

• A Ladies Night at the Town Hall 

• A production of Sleeping Beauty at the Commemoration 
Hall

• A production of Jack and the Beanstalk at the 
Commemoration Hall

With Christmas fast approaching, a series of ‘Christmas 
Wishes’ trees are hoped to be displayed throughout the 
Town. The locations of these will be All Saints Church and 
the Town Hall. These trees will give Huntingdon residents 
the opportunity to write messages to their loved ones, near 
or far.

The Mayor of Huntingdon’s Charity Events

Huntingdon Memory Café held a 
“First Birthday Party” on Monday 
29th September 2014. The Café, 
which is funded and staffed by 
members of Huntingdon Rotary 
Club, meets at the Church Rooms 
in All Saints Church, Hartford and 

is a place where 
sufferers of any form 
of memory loss and 
their carers can 
socialise, exchange 
ideas, enjoy some 
old songs, music and 
other entertainment.
Mike Fowler, Project 

Leader on behalf of the Rotary 
Club said: “We are delighted with 
the success of this venture over 
our first year, which is part of a 
scheme by Rotary International to 
set up a national network of these 
cafes to help combat the growing 

problem as our population ages”
He added: “With the generous 
support of Huntingdon Town 
Council we have now managed 
to buy the necessary equipment 
to enable us to carry out more 
extensive reminiscence therapy, 
which we propose to do in this 
coming year.”

INFORMATION: The Café opens 
between 2.30pm and 4.30pm on 
the last Monday of every month – 
Everyone is welcome.

The Deputy Mayor and other ‘divers’ preparing to take the leap, all 
raising money for the Mayor’s charities

Café customer Eileen cuts the cake with the aid 
of Huntingdon Rotary Club President Anne Dear 
watched by other Rotarians

Happy 1st Birthday Memory Cafe
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It is the time of year when we’re enjoying 
a tipple with friends, cooking heaps of 
delicious food and decking the halls. 

The fire service has these messages to 
make sure your festive cheer doesn’t go 
up in smoke:

Kitchens are a fire hotspot, so take care 
while cooking your Christmas dinner. 
Never leave cooking unattended and turn 
off appliances when not in use.

Switch off fairy lights and unplug them 
before you go to bed or leave the house. 
Make sure they conform to the British 
Standard and never overload plug sockets.

Be careful when drinking alcohol while 
smoking or cooking.

Finally, make sure you have a working 
smoke alarm which is correctly fitted and 
works and NEVER take the batteries out 
to power presents!

Like our fan page on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/cambsfrs, follow us 
on Twitter @cambsfrs.

To find out if you are eligible for a free 
home fire safety check

Call: 0800 917 99 94

FiRE SAFETy 
TipS AT 

CHRiSTMAS
With Christmas just around the corner, Huntingdonshire District 
Council would like to encourage everyone remember to recycle over 
the festive period.

Christmas is a time for entertaining which means we all have more 
waste to dispose of.  In Huntingdonshire, we are fortunate to be able 
to recycle a wide range of materials within the blue bins or clear sacks, 
which helps us all to recycle more this Christmas.

Collections of all waste types will continue throughout the festive 
period, but your day of collection will change for a few weeks.  Please 
be aware that some collections may take place a day or two before 
your normal collection day. To find these dates out, you can download 
your collection calendar from www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/bins which 
will clearly show the changes.

If you have a real Christmas tree, remember to put this alongside your 
green bin for composting in January.  If it’s taller than your bin please 
chop it in half. Christmas cards can also be recycled in your blue bin. 

We’re dreaming of a Green Christmas this year so join us by giving 
some of these top tips a try:

• If you’re having a party, recycle all the glass bottles, drinks cans and 
plastic bottles in your blue bin. 

• When you’re unwrapping your gifts think about keeping the 
wrapping paper and cards to use as next year’s paper and gift tags. 
Charities, schools and hospitals will be grateful of unwanted or 
duplicate gifts. 

• Home compost all your fruit and vegetable peelings to create 
compost for your garden. Use Christmas leftovers to make 
other dishes. More leftover recipes at:

     www.lovefoodhatewaste.com

JINgLe aLL tHe WaY to 
Your reCYCLINg bIN
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all saints Huntingdon Cofe
14th December 3.00pm  Christingle Service
21st December 6.30pm  Carols by Candelight
24th December 4.00pm  Crib Service
  11.30pm  Midnight Mass
25th December  10.15am  Christmas Communion

all saints, Hartford Cofe
21st December 4.30pm  Carol Service 
24th December 3.00pm  Nativity 
  11.30pm  Midnight Mass 
25th December 11.00am  Family Service

st Michael the archangel roman Catholic Church
24th December 6.00pm/10.00pm Christmas Mass 
25th December 10.00am  Christmas Day Mass

Daybreak Community Church  
21st December 11.00am  Christmas Service Speaker: Joe Warton.

All are welcome to an inspiring experience of how Christmas can transform our world,
followed by mince pies and mulled wine.  

Huntingdon Methodist Church
14th December 10.15am  Family Worship (Nativity)
  5.00pm  Carols on the Green, Victoria Square
21st December 10.15am  Rejoice: the Saviour!
  6.30pm  Carol Service
Christmas Eve 5.00pm  All age Christmas Eve Communion
Christmas Day 10.15am  All age Christmas Day Worship

Medway Christian Fellowship
21st December 10.30am  All age Christmas celebration at the Medway Community Centre
25th December 10.00am  Christmas Thanksgiving at the Christian Centre, Nene Road, Oxmoor

trinity Free Church, Huntingdon
21st December 10.45am  Christmas Family Service
      6.00pm  Carols by Candlelight
25th December 10.30am  Christmas Day Worship
28th December 10.45am  Morning Service and Sunday Club

International Prayer Palace Church
December 21st 10.00am to 12.00pm
Carol Service with Youth Praise Dance at the One Leisure Centre, Huntingdon 
December 28th 10.00am to 12.00pm
Last Sunday in 2014 Celebration Extravaganza at the One Leisure Centre Huntingdon 
December 31st 10.00pm to 1.00am 
Candle Lighting Night Vigil to Welcome 2015 at the One Leisure Centre Huntingdon 

14th December 4.00pm  Oxmoor Community Carol Service at Medway Community Centre 
led by Medway Christian Fellowship, St Barnabas Church, Trinity Free Church and pupils from local 
schools. Refreshments and everyone welcome.

Other Carol services at All Saints Church, Huntingdon (except *)
8th December 7.30pm  Huntingdonshire District Council Carol Service
10th December 7.30pm  Huntingdon Town Council Carol Service
14th December 5.00pm  Victoria Square Carols organised by HMC and HTCA*
15th December 2.30pm  Mothers Union Carol Service
18th December 7.30pm  Cromwell Vets Carol Service

CHRISTMAS SERVICES IN HUNTINGDON 2014


