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Please note all meetings commence at 7.00pm and take 
place in the Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon PE29 3PJ 
unless otherwise stated. For further information, please 
contact Huntingdon Town Council on 01480 411883 or 
email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Meetings are open to the public and agendas allow time for 
representation and questions from the public.

Date  Meeting

19th June Finance Committee
  Planning Applications Panel

26th June Town Council
3rd July Planning Applications Panel

17th July Leisure & Community Services Committee
  Planning Applications Panel

31st July Planning Applications Panel

14th August Finance Committee
  Planning Applications Panel

28th August Recess Committee
  Planning Applications Panel

4th September Town Council
  Planning Applications Panel

Sid Akthar
East

07765 880806

Colin Hyams
East

01480 276118

Ann Beevor
North

01480 382428

Stephen Cawley
West

01480 435188

Tom Sanderson
West

01480 436822

Alan Cole
East

01480 392990 

Susan Mulcahy
East

01480 451604

Patrick Kadewere
North

07546 432183

Ann Blackwell
West

01480 436822

Jennifer Sarabia
West

01480 380760

Stuart Hassell
East

07944 156400

Trish Shrapnel
East

01480 731775

Andrew Ellington
West

07903 949793

Raj Subhan
West

01480 411883

Bill Hensley
East

07767 823424

Kevin Sumner
East

01480 391771

Christine
Mackender 
Lawrence

North
01480 531004

Alan
Mackender 
Lawrence

North
01480 531004

Tanya Forster
West

07863 209081
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FORTHCOMING MEETINGS
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Co-opted Members: Chris Doyle and Richard Meredith
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Huntingdon Town Council
Town Hall, Market Hill,
HUNTINGDON, PE29 3PJ
Tel: 01480 411883
Fax: 01480 410388
Email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

Huntingdon has recently released its 
2014 Town Guide. Available from the 
Town Hall and other Town Centre 
outlets, the Town Guide is freely 
available for residents and visitors, 
giving information regarding the 
following topics:

• Transport Links in the Town
• The History of the Town
• The Town Council
• Local Schools and Further Education
• Local Health and Social Services
• Useful Telephone Numbers
• Industry and Employment in the Town
• Huntingdon Town Hall
• Historic Buildings in Huntingdon
• Sports and Leisure Activities in Huntingdon
• Parks and Open Spaces
• Local Government in Cambridgeshire and Huntingdon
• Huntingdon’s Town Centre
• Fairtrade in Huntingdon
• Places of  Worship
• Twinning in Huntingdon

Come in and collect your free copy from the Town 
Hall, or alternatively pick up an A3 Town Centre Map.

view the online version at

www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

HUNTINGDON
HUNTINGDONOfficial Guide
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Welcome Message
Welcome to the Summer Issue of About Town, Huntingdon’s free community 
Newsletter, delivered to residents by your local Town Council. We are always keen 
to receive your feedback and suggestions, so please feel free to contact us using 
details on the inside cover, should you wish to support our aim for continuous 
improvement. If you have a story, run a community group or want to share some 
local news, do get in touch.

Over the next few months Huntingdon Town Council has a series of local events 
planned, which we encourage our readers to get involved with. We strive to host 
a variety of activities, catering to all ages and interests, ensuring that Huntingdon 
provides an all-year-round calendar of free family fun. Please check our Forthcoming 
Events section of the Newsletter to see what’s happening across the Town.

We hope you enjoy this issue and welcome any comments.

Councillor Jennifer Sarabia, 
Editor

What’s

insid
e...

Thanks go to Paul Foster for 
submitting such a lovely photograph 
of St Mary’s Church on Huntingdon’s 
High Street. We hope you enjoy this 
issue’s front cover and would welcome 
any other photographs of local 
landmarks or scenes. Please be sure to 
use a standard/amateur digital camera 
to ensure high enough resolution to 
print.
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With summer approaching, the 
Summer bedding plants can now 
be planted. The Council beds this 
year will be planted with a mixture 
of plants including; geraniums, 
begonias, petunias and rubbecias. 

The hanging baskets will be 
planted with petunias, fuchsias and 
geraniums.

To commemorate the centenary of 
the outbreak of  World War One, 
we will be planting the bed at the 
Sebastopol Cannon with carpet 
bedding in the shape of a poppy.

Bloomfield Park has seen some 
improvements over the past few 
months.  A new fence has been 
installed and new play equipment is 
set to go in shortly.

At the moment, you should be 
doing the following in your garden 
and on your allotment:

• Complete your summer bedding

• Plant runner beans, broad beans, 
peas, summer cauliflowers

• broccoli, leeks and potatoes can 
still be planted in June

• Turn your compost heap

• Make the most of the long 
evenings on your allotment, 
socialise and make new friends!

• De-head your roses, pick 
your sweet peas, and keep 
your hanging baskets and tubs 
watered

• Check your hanging basket 
brackets

Dennis Smith
Parks Manager

Thank you to all the entrants that 
have taken part in our ‘Best Kept’ 
Competitions, the judging of which 
will be carried out this month, 
however you are all winners since 
you have taken part and also created 
aesthetically pleasing areas, not only 
for yourselves but also for others to 
enjoy as well.

Huntingdon Community Centre 
in Ambury Road held a wonderful 
opening day for their Garden 
Centre and Garden. They have a 
fantastic green house and cold 
frame constructed partly from 
recycled plastic bottles. Their aim 
is to produce enough vegetables to 
supply their café. If you are thinking 
of purchasing some new plants for 
this year, do pop along to their 
Centre.

Huntingdon Community Centre 
is also holding a competition for 
the tallest sunflower, grown from 
seeds supplied from the Royal 
Horticultural Society in celebration 
of 50 years of Britain in Bloom. The 
bees can enjoy the pollen and then 
the birds in the autumn can enjoy 
the seeds.

Moor in Bloom held a Fun Launch 
at Coneygear Park although the 
weather was somewhat inclement 
there was a good turnout with 
school children making Scarecrows, 
Luminus made badges along with a 

stand on how to plant a wild flower 
meadow. The Snack Shack also 
supplied drinks and cakes along with 
picnic packs.

There has also been a bag packing 
fund raiser at Sainsbury’s with 
the Girl Guides and also a cheque 
presentation with the Mayor and 
others from Waitrose.

A superb floral display by  The 
Thinking Soldier has been supplied 
by The Sea Cadets and also 
The Salvation Army and is being 
maintained by The Royal British 
Legion. Many thanks go to all parties 
for making this floral feast in the 
centre of town and maintaining it so 
beautifully.

Since we have entered Huntingdon 
into the Anglia in Bloom competition, 
we have been working to improve 
the area. We have been working 
with community members and 
government agencies to improve the 
environment in which we all live. If 
you have any suggestions to further 
improve the areas in a sustainable 
way please contact the town council 
at:
town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk 
or call 01480 410381.

Alison Mills
Huntingdon in Bloom 

News from 
the Parks 
Manager

HUNTINGDON
IN BLOOM
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Huntingdon First is the ‘brand’ name for BID 
Huntingdon; businesses and organisations 
working together to make Huntingdon a better 
place for all.  You can find out more at
www.huntingdonfirst.co.uk.

Huntingdon First is proud to announce that 
the Union Flag bunting throughout the town 
delivers another great project; installed in good 
time to celebrate St Georges Day, the bunting 
will stay in place throughout the summer, whilst 
we recognise another significant year.  There 
are regional and national events throughout 
2014 that acknowledge those that gave so 
much in WW1 and we will be enjoying the 
Commonwealth Games and the Football World 
Cup in the summer.

The bunting can be seen from Gathercole & Ward to Adams Cook & Pearce on the High Street, with more 
in St Benedict’s Court and Chequers Court.  Using the bolts provided for Christmas lights this project is 
relatively easy to deliver and we hope you all enjoy the colour and movement that the union flags bring whilst 
you are visiting the town.

Italia in Piazza
Friday and Saturday 27th & 
28th June 2014

The friendly Italian Food Market, 
‘Italia in Piazza’ came to Huntingdon 
for the fifth time on Friday 14th and 
Saturday 15th May.  The market was 
located on the Market Square on 
Friday and in the High Street on 
Saturday.

‘Italia in Piazza’ is a traditional 
Italian Food Market comprising of 

16 stalls. All of the foods on sale, 
including some of the breads, are 
imported directly from producers 
in Italy. There was a wide variety 
of foods on sale including a vast 
array of cheeses and cured meats, 
a wonderful selection of the classic 
Cremona Torrone (nougat), cakes, 
sweets and a variety of biscuits. The 
market featured a variety of olive oils, 
balsamic vinegars and a selection of 
olives as well as different shapes and 
sizes of pasta and speciality breads.  
 

Simon Faro, Managing Director of 
Italia in Piazza said, ‘Our market is 
unique because it is wholly owned 
by my partners and me. This means 
that we ensure high quality produce 
that is sold with professional advice 
to make sure that you are happy with 
your purchases.’  Simon believes 
that this helps to ensure the market 
is well maintained and managed at 
all times with high quality produce.  

Katy Sismore
BID Manager

A Taste of Italy
“Italia in Piazza” Italian market in Huntingdon
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Are you planning your child’s Birthday party this 
summer? If so, the Medway Centre is your ideal 
venue. There is a lovely grass area, perfect for a 
bouncy castle or outdoor games – the kids love it! 
Alternatively, the space within the main Hall makes 
for a great party space, with a glitter ball to give the 
finishing touch for any disco! With the addition of a 
new sound system, you can plan your own playlist 
in advance on your iPod or iPhone and simply plug 
it into the system. If you’d prefer, you can also use 
CDs. 

The Medway Centre continues to be an affordable 
venue, with hire rates remaining low. We have 2 large 
free to use car parks, Wi-Fi throughout the building, 
a fully stocked kitchen, a brand new sound system in 
the Hall, a projector, a stage and very friendly staff. 

We also have a Coffee Bar area with two new 
soft leather sofas, the perfect place to greet guests 
or to use as a break-out area. We can prepare 
refreshments for you or you can bring your own 
with you. As well as these areas, the Centre also 
has a small Meeting Room which is available for hire 
at a cost of only £6.90 + VAT per hour. The room 
can seat up to 8 people and is ideal for 1:1 meetings, 
interviews or small training groups.

The Centre remains busy with lots of different 
classes to suit all ages - the ‘What’s On’ guide on 
the Medway Centre page on the Huntingdon Town 
Council website will provide you with a diary of 
events and start times, along with contact details for 
all of our groups. 

Shilpa Desai-Sakaldip
Medway Centre Manager

We have had a really busy and successful couple of 
months with improvements being made to the Hall.  
We have had our fire system upgraded, the heating 
system has been improved, new lighting bars have been 
installed in front of the stage and we are making further 
improvements to our sound and lighting equipment.  
The venue can offer everything you need to make your 
events a success.  
  

A big thank you to all those who attended our wedding 
fair held at the Commemoration Hall on the 4th 
January 2014 and helped make the day a success. 
 
The Commemoration Hall is situated in the centre 
of Huntingdon’s High Street.  A competitively priced 
venue for hire, the Commemoration Hall can cater for 
all occasions from weddings, parties and performances 
to business conferences and training. Please contact 
me if you require any information about the Hall and 
its facilities, would like to make a booking or would like 
to arrange to come down to have a look around.  I can 
be contacted on info@commhall.org.uk or telephone 
01480 455167.

We have got some great events taking place at the Hall 
so as always; please keep an eye on the website 
www.commhall.org.uk.

Marilyn Bailey
Commemoration Hall Manager  

COMMEMORATION HALL
39 High St. Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 3AQ

Telephone: 01480 388687
Web: www.commhall.org.uk

THE MEDWAY CENTRE
Medway Road, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 1SF

Telephone: 01480 388677
Web:  www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/community-halls
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It’s that time of year again, so get yourself down 
to Bloomfield Park in Huntingdon every Saturday 
to enjoy a series of outdoor summer musical 
performances.

All events are free and take place between 12pm 
and 2pm and cater to all musical tastes. Whether it 
be Jazz, Brass Bands, Folk, Blues or Acapella, there’s 
something for you!

So why not bring the family to Huntingdon for a 
lunchtime of fun, food and fantastic music – and all 
for free!

Date Performer
Saturday 7th June Just Jazz

Saturday 14th June Savoy Jazzmen

Saturday 21st June Bury and Ramsey Concert Band

Saturday 28th June Wississippi Jazzmen

Saturday 5th July Whittlesey Wind Ensemble

Saturday 12th July Craylen

Saturday 19th July Freddie’s Jazzmen

Saturday 26th July Deeping Dixielanders

Saturday 2nd August TBC

Saturday 9th August Incredible Crecedence

Saturday 16th August 3’s a Crowd

Saturday 23rd August Rocky’s Time Machine

Saturday 30th August Moon After Sundown

Heroes 
Wanted.

Apply
within.

Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service Community Champions 
scheme has been running for two years and now more volunteers 
are being recruited. The Champions promote fire safety in their 
communities by attending local events to promote fire safety, talk 
to local groups and organisations, and also refer vulnerable people 
to CFRS for home fire safety visits.

So could you help your community stay fire safe?
Find out more by contacting Rachael Brown on 01353 865037 or 
email Rachael.brown@cambsacre.org.uk.

Make sure fire safety always stays at the forefront of your mind – 
and don’t forget to test your smoke alarm and the smoke alarms 
of the vulnerable and elderly in your area.

Find us on Twitter: @cambsfrs and        facebook.com/Cambsfrs

P
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Over the past few months, the Town Hall has been a 
hub of community spirit and activity, with the building 
experiencing an increasingly busy footfall on a weekly basis.

The Rural Cambridgeshire Citizens Advice Bureau has now 
fully settled into the newly renovated office space, taking 
a vast number of appointments between Mondays and 
Thursdays. 

The Town Council offices continue to be housed on the 
first floor of the building, alongside the newly exposed 
Court Room galleries and servery kitchen.
There are a number of rooms within the Town Hall 
available for hire, which after renovation are now fully 
functional for a variety of events.

The two Court Rooms on the ground floor have recently 
been fitted with extensive audio visual equipment, making 
the spaces ideal for training courses, conferences and 
presentations. The Town Council is also looking into 
obtaining a marriage license for the premises, meaning 
that in time, you could be holding your wedding ceremony 
within a beautifully restored old Court Room. And to 
create the perfect wedding package, the Ball Room on the 
second floor would make a perfect space for the reception 
afterwards.

For smaller functions, the Town Hall 
boasts a number of smaller meeting 
rooms, which seat between four 
and ten people. These rooms can 
come equipped with white boards, 
flip charts and any other necessary 
equipment needed for your hire 

(subject to availability).

The second floor is home to the Civic Suite, comprising 
the Ball Room, Council Chamber and Mayor’s Parlour. The 
Assembly Room has a seating capacity of up to 150 people, 
and houses eight magnificent portraits of famous faces 
from the Huntingdon area. The room is used for numerous 
AGMs, Dinners, Dances, Conferences and Council 
meetings. Adjacent to the Assembly Room is the Council 
Chamber, where the Mayoral Board and Roll of Honour 
can be viewed. This room, where traditionally all Council 
business would be transacted, can seat up to 25, and again 
is a flexible space for a variety of functions. The room 
will be under going renovation, to enhance the décor and 
increase the available floor space in the room. The Civic 
Suite (with the exception of the Mayor’s Parlour) can be 
hired as a package, along with the fully functioning servery 
kitchen, and comes with additional benefits such as a 
wireless PA system, Wifi and equipment for refreshments.

Should you want any further information regarding hiring 
any of the space within the Town Hall, please get in touch 
by calling Natasha Pierson on:

01480 410384 or by emailing:
natasha.pierson@huntingdontown.gov.uk 

News from the Town Hall

Councillors and Staff at Huntingdon Town 

Council would like to give a warm welcome to 

our new Town Clerk, Mr Philip Peacock.

Philip has come from a Legal and Community 

Management background, stepping into his new 

role as Town Clerk back in May. He commented on 

his new position, saying, ‘I’m delighted to have the 

opportunity to work towards making Huntingdon 

a safe and welcoming Town for both residents 

and visitors. There are a lot of projects already 

in the pipeline and I’m looking forward to the 

challenge.’

If you would like to contact the new Town Clerk 

about any matters relating to the town, please email: 

town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk 

Philip Peacock with the Mayor

Huntingdon welcomes its new Town Clerk
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Huntingdon Town Council is 
well under way with plans to 
commemorate the Outbreak of 
the Centenary of World War 
I. A series of events have been 
planned, as well as mini projects, 
involving local residents and 
schools. The main programme of 
events can be confirmed as:

Friday 26th September 2014 
– An educational day for all 
local Schools and Colleges at 
the Commemoration Hall, 
Huntingdon.

Pupils from local Schools have 
been invited to take part in a 
day of historical learning, where 
costumed soldiers, workshops 
and demonstrations will be 
present. Activities are to include; 
visiting the recruitment stand, 
taking part in mock drills, signal 
school, soldier measurements, 
weapons and other WWI 
equipment.

Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th 
September 2014 – A living 

history weekend at Riverside 
Meadows, Huntingdon. 

Saturday 27th September 
2014 (evening) – A sunset 
service at Riverside Meadows, 
Huntingdon. To remember those 
from Huntingdon who fought 
and fell during WWI. The service 
will commence at 5.30pm with all 
welcome to attend. The service 
will involve hymns, readings, 
poetry and stories of soldiers 
from Huntingdon.

In addition to the three day 
programme of events, a number 
of projects are planned. The first 
is the completion of the Roll of 
Honour Board in Huntingdon’s 
Town Hall, remembering those 
from our Town who were 
involved with and died in WWI. 
A bronze coated plaque of 
Huntingdon’s Town Seal is to be 
created and fitted to the board, 
housed in the Council Chamber 
of the Town Hall. 

The second project is a planned 
Book of Remembrance, to be 
encased and housed in the foyer 
of the Town Hall. This will 
enable residents and visitors 
to freely look up the names of 
soldiers and other servicemen 
from Huntingdon, who died 
serving in the War.

Finally, there are plans to run 
a poetry competition for both 
local residents from Huntingdon 
and pupils from local schools. 
The winning authors will be 
invited to read their piece of 
poetry at the Sunset Service on 
the 27th September, and all the 
other poems will be published 
in a book, which will be made 
available to all.

If you have any information 
regarding relatives from 
Huntingdon who fought in the 
War, we’d still love to hear from 
you. Get in touch by calling 
01480 410384 or by emailing:
natasha.pierson@huntingdontown.gov.uk 

WWI Poetry Competition
As part of Huntingdon’s efforts to remember and commemorate the outbreak of World War One, 
a series of events and projects have been planned.

Huntingdon Town Council would like to invite residents of the Town to submit a piece of WWI 
themed poetry, with the opportunity for the winning piece to be read out at the Sunset Service on 
Saturday 27th September 2014.

Should you wish to submit a poem, please send it to the Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon, 
PE29 3PJ or email it to natasha.pierson@huntingdontown.gov.uk . All entries should be 
submitted by Friday 1st August 2014. 

DON’T DELAY, ENTER TODAY

BRITONS
HUNTINGDON

REMEMBERS YOU
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Huntingdon and Godmanchester 
are twinned by official charter 

with Salon-de-Provence in France; 
Wertheim-am-Main in Germany; 
Szentendre in Hungary and Gubbio 
in Italy. The aims of Huntingdon 
& Godmanchester Twinning 
Association (HGTA) are to 
encourage international friendship; 
foster cultural understanding; 

facilitate school and business links 
and encourage language learning. 
A close partnership between the 
Town Council and the twinning 
association makes this possible.

HGTA holds several social events 
throughout the year to raise funds 
and send local young people to 
our twin towns such as our annual 

Festival of Youth. These international 
festivals are hosted by HGTA when 
they are due to be held here. New 
members are always welcome. 

More information can be found 
at www.hgta.eu or by contacting 
the Membership Secretary c/o 
Huntingdon Town Council 01480 
411883.

This year the twinning link between Huntingdon 
and Salon-de-Provence has reached 40 years 
and will be marked by a weekend 

of celebrations in June when a small 
delegation from Salon together with 
representatives from our other twin 
towns will visit Huntingdon. The 
weekend activities will include a 
welcome reception by our town 
mayor, a tree planting ceremony 
and local sightseeing. Visitors will 
be hosted by local families.
The original Charter with Salon 
was signed by the then Mayor 
of Huntingdon & Godmanchester 
Councillor Fred Saunders and 
the Maire of Salon Councillor Jean 
Francou at a special ceremony held on 
13th July 1974 promising to maintain bonds 
of friendship and hospitality between the towns, 
a continual exchange of ideas between the town 
councils as well as encouraging exchanges between 
our two populations especially the young in the form 

of meetings so that thanks to a better understanding, 
the feeling of European brotherhood may continue to 

expand and become stronger. 
Salon-de-Provence, an ideal holiday 

destination is located not far from 
Marseilles in the South of France. 

The towns of Avignon, Arles and 
Aix-en-Provence are also within 
easy reach. Salon clusters around 
the Chateau de l’Emperi, one of 
the oldest fortresses in France, 
now a military museum. One of 
Salon’s most famous residents 
was the astrologer Michel 

Nostradamus. His house is now a 
museum and a medieval festival in 

his honour is held every July. Salon 
has open-air cafes, good restaurants 

and a lively market selling everything from 
fish, fruit and vegetables to materials in traditional 

Provencal patterns as well as the soap, lavender and 
olive oil for which the area is well known.

Huntingdon & Godmanchester Twinning Association

40 YEARS TWINNED AND
STILL GOING STRONG

PICTURED ABOVE: THE 
SIGNED TOWN CHARTER
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Huntingdonshire Regional College is a small, 
friendly, College offering Further Education, Higher 
Education, Apprenticeships, workplace learning and 
tailored training courses. Their learners achieve 
above average results compared to Further 
Education Colleges nationally and they constantly 
review their courses to ensure that they provide 
training for employer’s future requirements.
 
Whether you are a parent wanting the right 
specialist vocational course to suit your child’s 
skills, an adult needing to retrain or alternatively 
would like career and financial advice or an 

employer looking for the perfect apprentice – 
Huntingdonshire Regional College can help! 

For more information
Please visit their website www.huntingdon.ac.uk 
or call their Advice and Guidance team on 01480 
379106 or email college@huntingdon.ac.uk
 
Address:
Huntingdonshire Regional College, California Road, 
Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 1BL
Telephone number, email address and web address:
01480 379106
college@huntingdon.ac.uk
www.huntingdon.ac.uk

The Nursery school is located 
on the same site as Huntingdon 
Primary school on Ambury 
Road. It is a long established 
school, offering education and 
care for pre-school children, 
some as young as two years 
old (please call in to check 

eligibility). The school has 
maintained an ‘outstanding’ 
inspection rating for the last 13 
years – this is particularly hard 
as it has the same inspection 
procedure as any other school 
in Cambridgeshire. We employ 
qualified early years teachers 

because there is robust evidence 
(EPPE) that maintained Nursery 
schools offer the best outcomes 
for young children. But don’t take 
our word for it come and see 
for yourself pop in and arrange a 
visit.

College Charity Ball – Friday 4th July 2014

Huntingdonshire Regional College has partnered with Hearing Dogs for Deaf People 
to be their Charity of the year and throughout the academic year students and staff 
work together to raise money through a wide range of fundraising events. 

To help raise money for this great cause they are organising a Charity Ball that is 
to held at the Huntingdon Marriot Hotel on Friday 4th July 2014. Pre-dinner drinks 
at 7pm, dinner at 8pm and carriages at 1am. The dress code is black tie. Tickets 
are £35 per person and can be purchased direct from Fiona McGonigle on 01480 
379100 ext. 2744 or email Fiona-McGonigle@huntingdon.ac.uk

Huntingdon Nursery School and Children’s Centre
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Huntingdon Volunteer Centre
Community Car Scheme
Do you have problems accessing public transport when you need to 
attend a doctor or hospital appointment? Do you want to visit a friend, 
do your shopping or go to the hairdresser?  

Huntingdon Volunteer Centre runs a car scheme to help you.  Volunteer 
drivers pick you up and take you where you want. Passengers pay the 
driver 40p a mile (including miles from the driver’s home to yours) to 
cover expenses.

If you would like more information or to make a booking call Huntingdon 
Volunteer Centre on 01480 414766 between 10 and 12 Monday to 
Thursday. We will try and help.

The Royal Air Forces Association
The Huntingdon & District Branch Royal Air Forces Association extends 
a warm invitation to all serving and ex-serving personnel in the area, to 
share our ideals of Friendship, Help and Support on the first Wednesday 
of each month at RAF Wyton, at 19.30 hrs.  The evening normally features 
a speaker and bar facilities, but access to the Station must be cleared 
beforehand via the Secretary on 01480 462320.  

Partners may attend all functions, including the Branch dinner, dinner-
dance and band concerts.  Last year we also raised almost £6,000 for the 
“Wings” Appeal and distributed £460 on local welfare.     

Huntingdon Volunteer Centre
We match organisations that need assistance with their work, with 
volunteers who want to give their time to help their community, learn a 
new skill or meet new people.  We provide 1-1 support for volunteers 
who need extra help.  We are also happy to meet organisations to 
discuss their requirements.  If you would like to make an appointment 
with our adviser, Mary Watkin, please contact the Volunteer Centre 
on 01480 414766 Monday to Thursday between 10 and 12 to book an 
appointment.

Huntingdon Darby & Joan Club
Huntingdon Darby & Joan Club was first set up in 1947 to enable 
senior citizens to meet in the company of others and enjoy various 
entertainment and outings.

We meet on the 1st Wednesday of each month at St Mary’s Parish Hall, 
The Walks, Huntingdon at 1.30pm, where tea and coffee is served, before 
leaving for our trips. 

To find out more about the Club, please call Anne on 01480 458935.
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Hartford Conservation Group hears
about Great Ouse Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty project.

The Hartford Conservation Group had a 
presentation by Helen Boothman and Peter 
Quest about an application to have ‘Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)’ status awarded 
to the Great Ouse Valley from Paxton Pits to the Ouse 
Washes north of Earith.

The project is to protect and enhance “the unique 
and precious landscape we all know, love and share 
with regard for the interests of those who live and 
work in the area.” An application has been submitted 
to Natural England and the project group comprising 
representatives from the relevant towns and villages is 
awaiting their decision. 

As Peter Quest explained we live in an area of 
outstanding natural beauty often unknown to the locals, 
let alone visitors.  AONB status would tap into national 
grants minimising the impact on the local community. It 
would also provide an opportunity to ‘brand’ the area 
as a tourist destination.

Moreover, it is an area which is accessible only by foot, 
boat, busway or bike which would minimise threats of 
more road traffic. Economically the potential for local 
hotels, restaurants and tourists sites is enormous.

Finally, AONB status would restrict unsuitable future 
housing development, especially as the vast majority 
of the land within the proposal is natural flood plains.

Natural England will decide upon the application in the 
coming months.

Huntingdon & District Caledonian Society was formed in 1951 with the aim 
of encouraging interest in Scottish traditions, culture, and customs.

The Society has evolved over the years with customs and traditions 
maintained including the annual celebration of St Andrew, Patron Saint of 
Scotland and Robert Burns, Scotland’s National Bard.

In the early years a reel club was formed concentrating on Scottish country 
dancing and continues to this day meeting every Wednesday between 
8pm & 10pm from September to May in the Village Hall, Little Stukeley. 
New members and visitors are always welcome.  The Society also runs a 
beginners class on a Monday evening in the QE Hall, Godmanchester again 
from September to May. More information can be found at www.hdcs.org.
uk or by contacting Secretary Pat Crowe on 01480 453774.

Huntingdon & District
Caledonian Society

(Photo: Helen Bothman, Angela Owen-Smith of HCG 
and Peter Quest)
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Friday 6th and 20th 
June  - Huntingdon’s 
Farmer’s Market. Market 
Hill, Huntingdon.  8am 
– 2pm.Typical stalls 
include apples, beef, 
biscuits, bread, cakes, 
cheeses, chicken, 
chutney, cucumbers, 
cut flowers, duck eggs, 
fruit pies, game, garden 
plants, geese, ham, 
herbs, jam, lamb, pears, 
plants, plums, pork, 
preserves, pumpkins, 
quiches, relishes, rhubarb, 
sausages, scones, turkey 
and vegetables.

Saturday 7th June – 
Huntingdon’s Riverside 
Gala. Riverside Park, 
Huntingdon. A free event 
for all the family. Live 
music, entertainment, 
stalls and a fun dog show 
hosted by Woodgreen 
Animal Shelters.

Saturday 7th June 
– Organ Recital by John 
Dillistone. Church of St 
Mary, Godmanchester. 
7.30pm. The organ is 
an unique example of 
work by the renowned 
Victorian orgain builder, 
Henry Cryceson. 
Installed in 1859, it 
contains pipework similar 
to continental Baroque 
organs. Music includes 
J S Bach, Sweeklinck, 
Guilmant, Henry Smart 
and Samuel Sebastian 
Wesley.

Thursday 12th June 
– Pensioner’s Summer 
Tea. Commemoration 
Hall, Huntingdon at 
2.00pm. For more 
information or to reserve 
your place, please call 
Marilyn Simpson on 
01480 411883.

Saturday 14th June 
to Saturday 30th 
August – Outdoor 
Summer Performances. 
Bloomfield Park, 
Huntingdon. 12pm 
to 2pm. Free music 
performances from local 
bands. Come along, bring 
a picnic and enjoy a range 
of genres from jazz to 
brass!

Sunday 15th June – 
Huntingdonshire Cycling 
Festival – 11am – 4pm. 
Hinchingbrooke Country 
Park. An event dedicated 
to everything cycling. 
From bike maintenance 
to cycle training and 
displays. For more 
information, go to www.
huntingdonshire.gov.uk 

Tuesday 24th June 
to Saturday 5th 
July - Shakespeare at 
the George (SATG) will 
be providing a “captioned 
performance” of this 
year’s production of The 
Merchant of Venice for 
the first time. Tickets 
available at www.satg.org.
uk/tickets 

Saturday 28th June 
– Abbots Ripton Hall 
Garden Show. 10am – 
5pm. £8.00 admission 
for adults, under 15s 
free of charge. For 
more information, 
please visit http://www.
abbotsriptonhall.co.uk/

Friday 4th and 18th 
July – Huntingdon’s 
Farmer’s Market. Market 
Hill, Huntingdon. 8am – 
2pm

Friday 1st and 15th 
August - Huntingdon’s 
Farmer’s Market. Market 
Hill, Huntingdon. 8am – 
2pm

Friday 13th June - 
Allo Allo Murder Mystery 
dinner, starts at 7:30pm, 
tickets £15.50 from 
Huntingdon Town Hall 
or phone 01480 411883 
or online at www.
ticketsource.co.uk/patch, 
please book by the 11th 
June.

Saturday 21st June 
Art of Tomorrow, 
Art gallery in the 

Commemoration Hall 
from 11am - 3pm.  

Thursday 7th 
August – Photography 
Workshop. Huntingdon 
Library. 1.30pm – 3.00pm. 
Top tips on creating that 
perfect picture. Please 
feel free to bring along 
your camera. Places for 
this event are limited. 
Please collect a free 
ticket from the library or 
call to reserve a place, 
contact 0345 045 5225 
for details.

Saturday 16th 
August - Elvis Tribute. 
Commemoration 
Hall. £10. Tickets 
available now from the 
Commemoration Hall 
or go online at www.
jukeboxpromotions.co.uk 
or call 01480 455167 to 
reserve tickets. 

June, July and 
August Cromwell 
Curios at Cromwell 
Museum. 10.30am – 
4.00pm (closed between 
12.30pm – 1.30pm). The 
Cromwell Museum is 
hosting Cromwell Curios, 
a new exhibition of 
objects from a collection 
of items on loan from 
a private collector who 
lives abroad. For more 
information please call 
01480 375830. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
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WHAT’S ON NEAR YOU?

SPOTLIGHT PRODUCTIONS
Spotlight Productions would like to thank everyone who supported their 
recent performance of Les Miserables. The show was a total sell-out and 
received a standing ovation every night.

Not wishing to rest on their laurels, work is already underway for their 
next production ‘Singing in the Rain’ which will be staged in April 2015. 
The group is always on the lookout for new talent and if you are aged 13-
25, pre-audition workshops are being held at the Performing Arts Centre, 
Hinchingbrooke School on 8th & 22nd July 2014. For further details please 
email info@spotlight-theatre.co.uk or telephone 01480 450948.

HUNTINGDON DRAMA CLUB
Bringing drama to Huntingdon since 1944

We now put on three full-length productions a year, usually in the 
Commemoration Hall. Our autumn 2014 production will be The Accrington 
Pals, about the effect of the First World War on women at home. Recent 
plays include Alan Bennett’s Habeas Corpus, Ibsen’s A Doll’s House and 
two comedies by Richard James, a professional playwright, actor and 
director who hails from Godmanchester. 

In addition we’re often invited to perform short entertainments, for 
example as part of the official opening of the Town Hall and the town’s St 
George’s Day celebrations.

To find out more, visit www.huntingdondramaclub.org.uk.

A WEEKEND OF RSC TRAINING FOR 
SHAKESPEARE AT THE GEORGE
Actors and crew from Shakespeare at the George spent a weekend in March in 
Stratford, receiving training in various areas from the Royal Shakespeare Company 
(SatG). The actors experienced four different courses in Acting, Voice and Text, 
Movement and Stage combat, whilst the technical team had courses on set building 
and sound. 
   
This year SatG will be providing a captioned performance for the first time.  The 
performance, at 7.30pm on Tuesday 1st July, will feature captions (subtitles) for 
deaf and hard of hearing patrons. 

The Merchant of Venice is one of Shakespeare’s most powerful plays – A play 
about love, loss and prejudice, and how things can get out of hand when the 
oppressed becomes the oppressor. 
 
Performances run from Tuesday June 24th to Saturday 5th July in the courtyard of 
the George Hotel, starting at 7.30pm. 

To purchase tickets visit www.satg.org.uk/tickets
For further Information please contact: 
SimonM@spearmark.co.uk or call 07716 993693.

Picture: Nat Spalding, Christine 
Marriott and Bob Pugh in Alan Bennett’s 
Habeas Corpus
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Registered Charity number 208894

The Friends of Hinchingbrooke Hospital is a fund 
raising charity whose aim is to provide a link between 
the Hospital and Community it serves. We raise funds 
and receive gifts for the purpose of supplementing, the 
services already provided. The aim is to fill the gaps.

We have funded wheelchairs, information display 
screens and are currently awaiting delivery of two 
Infusion Machines for the Woodlands Centre 

Fund raising events 2014
Strawberry Tea 7th July (tickets will be on sale later in 
the year)

Quiz and Supper Night 7th October
   
Seasonal Stalls in December (dates to be confirmed)

Would you like to help?

You can help by becoming a member. The annual 
subscription is £5. Come and help us raise funds or 
give a donation or bequest.  
 
The Committee meet monthly in the Hospital and 
review the requests received from the different 
departments and wards.

To find out more, contact us on 01480 451815.

Patricia Butcher
Chairman

ST NEOTS, HUNTINGDON AND DISTRICT 
GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND
The Branch is run entirely by volunteers and our main aim is to raise money for the 
breeding and training of dogs for blind and partially sighted people. To achieve this, 
we hold collections at supermarkets and in towns in the area. We also have stalls at 
agricultural shows and village fetes, where we sell guide dog training items, e.g. toy 
puppies and much more. Thanks go to our many volunteers who knit, crochet and sew. 
We sell a large selection of crafts within our branch area. For more information, please 
contact Ruth on 07971 915896 or Sally on 01480 412151.

DISABILITY HUNTINGDONSHIRE
Disability Huntingdonshire, known to many as DISH, has been in operation for 
almost 20 years. It offers advice, information and advocacy services to disabled 
people and carers and can be contacted by telephone and email. 

If you prefer to call in person, the office in Pendrill Court Papworth Everard 
is open 9.30-2.30 Mondays to Thursdays. Outside these hours the telephone 
is set to answer-phone and if you leave a message you will be contacted on 
our next working day. We use the Citizens Advice information service and 
can advise on a wide range of topics. Home visits are available for the house-
bound and a special service is available to families with disabled children. We 
look forward to hearing from you.  Contact us on tel. 01480 830833 or email:  
info@dish.org.uk.

FRIENDS OF HINCHINGBROOKE HOSPITAL
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The Huntingdon 10K Charity Run is five years old 
and it is anticipated that this year’s event on June 

15th will attract over 1000 runners. While the main 
event keeps getting bigger, the event has been extended 
to include a 3K run for runners over 9 years old and, 
new for 2014, a 1K Run for Fun runners and children 
over 5 years old. 

Alconbury Weald who host the event donated a new 
Trophy for School teams so it is hoped this too will 
become a popular annual event. 

Main sponsor Cook Italian is supplying a number of 
delicious hampers for individual and team winners of 
the main run.

In 2013, the event raised around £11,000 for local 
charities. 

Even if you are not a runner, it’s a great Sunday morning 
out for the family with the Alconbury Weald Spectator 
Village offering refreshments, charity stalls, Cook Italian 

cookery demonstration with free tasting, health and 
fitness advice and children’s activities.

The 2014 Run will be on Sunday 15th June from 9am at 
Alconbury Weald. Registration is now open on
www.hunts10k.org.uk 

Mike Humphrey 
Hunts 10K Charity Trust

01480 436444

BIGGER
SMALLER

HUNTINGDON 10K

The Medway Cambridgeshire Police Boxing night is 
held at the Medway Centre every Monday evening 
from 6pm to 8pm. The community fitness boxing 
caters for all ages. The juniors range from seven to 14 
years old, and train at the junior time of 6pm to 7pm. 
The senior session is for young people over the age 
of 14 and this takes place between 6.45pm and 8pm. 
The classes are run by Police Officers and other well 
qualified coaches. 

The fee is a mere £1 per session for juniors and £2 
per session for seniors. Membership is £5 and £10 
respectively. The main aim of the training is to introduce 
discipline, respect, good health and cleanliness, as well 
as boxing techniques!

Having been running for almost 10 years at the Medway 
Centre, we are extremely proud of our achievements. 
The main one to date is that of Ryan Adair, aged 15, who 
is now the National Schoolboy Champion 2013/14 and 
who also represents Team GB. If you think you could 
become the next Ryan Adair (girls are also welcomed 
and encouraged), please contact me on 01487 773520 
or call the Medway Centre Manager on 01480 388677. 

Please note that there is very limited space available 
for the junior sessions – don’t delay!

Mick Taylor
Medway Cambridgeshire Police Boxing
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Edison 
Bell Way
The arrival in 
Huntingdon, in 1924, of 
the Edison Bell 
C o m p a n y 
caused a 
major stir 
in the 
town. It 
was not 
just the 
huge boilers 
that had to be 
dragged from the 
railway to the factory in 
Ermine Street but the 
fact that Huntingdon 
had just acquired its 
first light engineering 
works. Edison Bell’s 
managing director James 
Hough saw Huntingdon 
as a perfect place to 
expand his business of 
making Gramophone 
records - for the 
younger generation 
Gramophone records 
are large black CD’s 
about 12 inches in 
diameter.

Hough was a good 
businessman and had 
made his money by 
buying up Edison Bell’s 
American Patents and 
creating his own works in 
London. In Huntingdon 
he quickly built up a 
large workforce of 

some 300 people 
who were engaged in 
pressing records of 
popular songs and the 
Company expanded 
into the manufacture 

gramophones and 
radios. This 

highly skilled 
workforce 
b e c a m e 
vital to the 
war effort 
during the 

2nd World 
War when 

every aircraft 
flying from our airfields 
had to be fitted with 
reliable radios which 
were often repaired 
in Huntingdon’s 
workshops. 

After just four years the 
factory was razed to 
the ground by fire, but it 
was rebuilt and survived 
until the mid 1930’s 
when the record making 
business was absorbed 
by Decca Records. 
Eventually the site was 
acquired by The Silent 
Channel Company in 
the early 1960’s and is 
now under the link road 
bearing the Edison Bell 
name.

Richard Meredith
Huntingdon and 

Godmanchester Civic 
Society

UNITY IN THE 
COMMMUNITY 2014
A unique event bringing together the different 
cultural backgrounds that make our community so 
wonderfully varied. Hosted at The Medway Centre 
and St. Barnabus Church, this year’s event will take 
place on the 19th of July 2014.  With four hours of 
non-stop fun and entertainment it promises to be the 
event of the year in your Community.  From 11am 
until 3pm we will offer everyone the opportunity to 
experience the food, language and dance of other 
cultures; learn about the various groups operating in 
the community and generally have a lot of fun!!!

If you or your group would like to be part of this 
event please complete the form at the bottom of this 
letter and return it before the 13th of June 2014.

We are looking for groups to perform on the day or 
host a stall giving information about their group for 
the day.

We are also looking for volunteers to be part of 
the organising Committee for UNITY IN THE 
COMMUNITY 2014 (First Meeting –Tuesday 21st 
May).

If you have any queries or comments, please do 
not hesitate to contact The Project Coordinator at 
huntingdoncommunitygroup@yahoo.co.uk, by phone 
on 0754 6432183 or call in to our Drop-In Centre at 
the Medway Centre on Sunday after 4:00pm.

The Unity in the
Community Team

Name:       

Group:     
 
Address:
       
 
Postcode:    

Level of Involvement:

Group Stand:

Performance/Display:

Committee Volunteer:

If Performance/Display, please state type:

PLEASE RETURN TO:
The Project Coordinator, Unity in the Community, 
Huntingdonshire Community Group, Medway Centre, 
Huntingdon, PE29 1SF.
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Going the Extra Mile…

RIVERSIDE GALA
(Don’t Forget!)

Don’t forget to pop down to Riverside Park on the 7th June for the annual Riverside Gala. 
With lots of entertainment, live music, community stalls and of course the famous fun dog 
show, there’s something for everyone. So come along and enjoy an afternoon of fun and all 
for free! Doors open 12pm.

On Sunday 27th April Huntingdon Town Council, along with 
numerous community and military groups, celebrated St 
George at a service in All Saints Church.

Groups and their standard bearers processed across the 
Market Square to the Church filling the Town centre with a 
mass of vibrant colours.

Every seat was filled with almost 150 guests in attendance. 
During the service Scout and Guide groups renewed their 
promises in front of organisations such as The Royal Society 
of Saint George, The Royal British Legion, The Merchant 
Navy Association and many more.

The Service was thoroughly enjoyed by all and thanks go to 
all groups who joined in with the celebrations.

Do you know a local business in Huntingdon that you feel always 
goes that extra mile to help? If so, we want to know about it!
Please complete the slip below or email:
natasha.pierson@huntingdontown.gov.uk to nominate your chosen 
business, who you feel deserves recognition of their work. The winning 
businesses will be featured in the next issue of About Town, awarded 
with recognition of ‘going the extra mile’ to help in the community.

Name of Business:
Category of Business:
Reason for Nomination:

Your Name:
Your Contact Telephone Number:

HUNTINGDON CELEBRATES SAINT GEORGE
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I was thrilled to become Mayor of 
Huntingdon, and had great plans as 

to how I could support the people and 
organisations of our Town. My motto from 
the word go has been ‘Local Local, Local’, 
and after a very difficult decision making 
process, I chose ten hugely deserving local 
charities to support during my term as 
Mayor. The ten selected charities were:

1. The Acorn Cancer Group

2. Speakability

3. Huntingdon Girl Guides

4. The Papworth Trust

5. Love Oxmoor – Foodbank

6. St John Ambulance

7. The Royal British Legion

8. Huntingdon In-Town Centre

9. Huntingdon and District Sea Cadets

10. The Woodlands Centre

I was also delighted that Cllr Tanya 
Forster was elected my Deputy Mayor 
and I must give her a very special thank 
you for all of her support at the events 
that I couldn’t attend.

With the help of a newly established 
fundraising team, a new initiative for the 
year, we immediately began planning a 
series of fundraising events throughout 
the year, namely:

A 24hour ‘Boxathon’ and training 
session, hosted at the Medway Centre by 
CAMPOL

An Old Time Music Hall production, 
staged by the Music Hall Society in the 
Commemoration Hall

An 18 hour ‘Bounceathon’ at the 
Rotations Trampoline Club’s headquarters 
in Huntingdon

A Zumbathon event, run by Zumba Debs 
in the Medway Centre

A charity stall at the Christmas Lights 
Switch On event, manned by Chiquitos

A performance by Huntingdon Youth 
Theatre, Alice in Wonderland, with 
proceeds from one of the nights being 
donated to my chosen charities

Christmas Wish Trees, gave residents the 
opportunity to make a wish in exchange 
for a small donation. The trees were 
housed in the Town Hall, Medway Centre 
and All Saints Church

The Mayor’s Civic Ball, which this year 
was held at the Marriott Hotel. There 
was a fantastic turn out and some very 
generous donations, which meant that we 
managed to raise just over £2000

An Easter Charity weekend at Jubilee 
Park. It started on the Saturday with the 
‘Help for Huntingdon’ charity concert, 
followed by a family fun day on the Sunday. 
Easter Monday saw our first ever charity 
race, both a 5mile and a 1.5mile fun run.

Huntingdon Youth Theatre staged a play 
based on a true story ‘The Trial of Joshua 
Slade’

A charity day hosted by The Outdoor 
Bowls Club 

We have raised a fantastic amount of 
money as a result of these events, and I 
really hope that the donations to each of 
my charities will make a huge difference, 
to them.

On top of these fundraising events, I had 
the pleasure of attending over 150 other 
functions throughout the year, both Civic 
and Community. I have learned a lot over 
my time as Mayor - seeing the work done 
by many volunteers who unselfishly give 
up their time for the benefit of others. 
Without their work we wouldn’t be able 
to take advantage of many of the free 
services, clubs, events and much more 
that take place throughout our Town. 

There have, however, been some sad 
moments this year – the loss of my 
former Macebearer, Fred Carter – whose 
wisdom and commitment were a great 
help to me and more recently the sad 
passing away of David Brockman, a real 
stalwart of Huntingdon Community Radio. 

My thanks go to my fundraising team, 
which comprised of my Deputy Mayor 
Tanya Forster, Councillor Susan Mulcahy, 
my Secretary Marilyn Simpson and my 
Macebearer Doug McIlwain. A vast 
amount of time and effort has been 
expended by the Fundraising Team, to 
ensure that as much money as possible 
was raised this year. 

None of this would have been possible 
without the splendid support of you, the 
residents of Huntingdon and the many 
Organisations and individuals who have 
contributed much time and effort into 
making my Mayoral year a success.

THE MAYOR’S YEAR THAT WAS...


