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Please note all meetings commence at 7.00pm and 
take place in the Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon 
PE29 3PJ unless otherwise stated. For further 
information, please contact Huntingdon Town 
Council on 01480 411883 or
email: town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Meetings are open to the public and agendas allow 
time for representation and questions from the public.

12th December Finance Committee 
   Planning Applications Panel

9th January  Town Council 
   Planning Applications Panel

23rd January  Finance Committee (Budget) 
   Town Council (Precept) 
   Planning Applications Panel

6th February  Leisure and Community   
   Services Committee 
   Planning Applications Panel

20th February  Finance Committee 
   Planning Applications Panel

6th March  Town Council 
   Planning Applications Panel

20th March  Planning Applications Panel
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Who’s who at the Council? Forthcoming Meetings

Photographers, We need you.
Are you an avid photographer? If you are and you 
have some photographs of Huntingdon that you’d 
like to share, we need you!
We’re currently looking for some really striking and 
unusual photographs of Huntingdon, which can be 
used on the front cover of About Town. 
So whether it be your favourite flower display, 
landmark or view in the Town, we want to see them!

To submit any photographs for consideration, 
please email them across to Natasha.pierson@
huntingdontown.gov.uk  with details of your name 
and where/when the photograph was taken.
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Welcome Message

On behalf of myself and everyone at Huntingdon Town 
Council, I would like to wish all residents of Huntingdon 
a very joyous and peaceful Christmas.
We hope you enjoy reading About Town in its new 
format and would welcome any comments or 
suggestions you would like to make.

We receive such a fantastic range and volume of articles 
for inclusion within the magazine that we now publish 
the overflow and full versions of stories on our website. 
Please visit www.huntingdontown.gov.uk to read about 
other news and events taking place throughout the Town.

Each one of us looks forward to working on the 
magazine in 2014 and to the events planned throughout 
the year; in particular the commemoration of the 
outbreak of World War One, which will take place in 
September.  Should you wish to be involved in this event 
in any way, please do get in touch. 

Once again, a very Merry Christmas to you all and we 
wish you a very Happy New Year.

Councillor Jennifer Sarabia
Editor

Contents

The Christmas Lights in Huntingdon are funded by 
contributions from local businesses and organisations. 
This year, specific thanks go to:

The Curiosity Shop – 7 High Street
Huntingdon Town Council
BID Huntingdon
Waitrose Limited

Christmas Lights Switch On
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At this festive time, I would like to 
wish everyone in Huntingdon a 

very happy and joyous Christmas. The 
festive period can be an opportunity 
to reflect on the year, at milestones 
achieved and memories forged. It is a 
time to wish others well, build bridges 
and strengthen friendships and bonds. 

Christmas is a time to bring people 
together and support our community, making Huntingdon a 
more united, caring and safe place to be. Let us also give a 
thought to those less fortunate than ourselves, who may be 
spending Christmas in sadness or alone and to wish them a 
happier and brighter future ahead.

Reflecting back on 2013 so far makes me feel really proud of 
our Town. We have achieved many things, and there are still 
numerous milestones to look forward to. The re-development 
of the Town is a really exciting time for Huntingdon and will 
help local businesses and community groups prosper.

The motto of my Mayoral year so far has been ‘Local Local 
Local’, with the aim to help as many people, charities and 
organisations as possible. This is especially prominent at 
Christmas, a time of lifting community spirit, bringing people 
together and providing new opportunities.

So once again, may I wish everyone a very merry Christmas and 
a prosperous New Year, filled with good health and happiness.

Councillor Bill Hensley
The Mayor of Huntingdon

Town CounCil news Mayors Message

Huntingdon in 
Bloom welcomes 
new In Bloom 
Coordinator

Following the 
r e t i r e m e n t 
of former 
Huntingdon in 
Bloom Chairman 
and Secretary, 
Peter Jackson 
and Ann Colbert 

and the absence of any willing volunteers to step 
into the breach, Huntingdon Town Council has 
recruited a Coordinator to ensure Huntingdon’s 
continued entry in the In Bloom Competitions.

In Bloom Coordinator Alison Mills will coordinate 
an In Bloom Action Team, consisting of town 
and district council representatives, members 
of community organisations and individuals 
interested in continuous improvement of the 
town’s open environment.

Should you wish to be involved in any elements 
of the competition, please get in touch with any 
projects or ideas by contacting Alison.

alison.mills@huntingdontown.gov.uk or 
telephone 01480 411883

In Bloom Co-ordinator Mayor’s Christmas Message

News from  the Parks Manager

Since the last newsletter, the summer bedding 
has now come to an end and the winter 

bedding has been planted. This year, we have 
gone for matrix pansies, crescendo polyanthus, 
Sylvia forget-me-not, Tasso bellis and treasure 
wallflowers. If you want to inject some extra 
colour into your flower beds at home, now is the 
time to plant your spring bulbs. These should be 
planted before your bedding plants go in so that 
they can grow through to create more height and 
colour.

If you’re an allotment holder, now is the time to 
be planting broad beans and onion sets, garlic 
and spring cabbage, raspberries and strawberries. 
If you’d like to grow cut flowers, start planting 
your larkspur and cornflowers.

We’ve had a very busy and successful year with 
our planting and are always thinking ahead to 
themes for next year’s displays. If you have any 
suggestions as to how we can improve the floral 
displays throughout your town, please do get in 
touch.
Dennis Smith
Parks Manager

Don’t be lonely this 
Christmas.
Churches together invite you to their free Annual Christmas 

Day lunch and Tea at Huntingdonshire Community 
Church Centre, 83a High Street, Huntingdon, PE29 3DP

Please do not be lonely this Christmas. Come along, make 
friends and enjoy Christmas this year. Transport will be available 
should you require it.

It is essential to book for the Lunch.  Full details can be 
obtained by calling 01480 411665 or by emailing your name, 
address and telephone number to church@hccuk.org 

Guests are invited from 12 noon for Lunch to be served at 
12.30pm
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Dear Mayor of Huntingdon,

I am pleased and honoured to congratulate you on your 
election on behalf of the town of Gubbio.

Although the time of our collaboration will be short, I trust 
the links between our towns will get stronger and we will 
offer our citizens and the young in particular, opportunities 
to meet, get to know each other and grow up.

I have learnt about the amazing, significant celebrations 
organised both in England and in Italy for the signing of 
the twinning, which was welcomed very warmly by the 
community of Gubbio. 

I am confident that for our twinned towns the official 
ceremonies were just the beginning of a lasting friendship and 
collaboration, aiming at the development of understanding 
and at cultural, social and economic integration among the 
citizens of Europe. 

I should also like to take this opportunity to send you and 
the citizens of Huntingdon my best wishes for a serene, 
peaceful Christmas. 

Dott.ssa M. Luisa D’Alessandro

Twin Towns

Dear Mister Mayor and Residents of Huntingdon,
 
On the occasion of Christmas and New Year, I wanted to 
express our best wishes.
 
Our two cities have now been twinned for nearly 40 years, 
during which time we have worked together to strengthen 
the bonds of friendship.  Our citizens are very proud to 
have Huntingdon among their Twin Cities and give you 
an invitation in 2014 to mark the 40th anniversary of the 
signing of the charter of our pairing.
 
Michel TONON 
Maire de la ville de Salon-de-Provence

Christmas Message to the Citizens of Huntingdon – 
from Szentendre

Why we like this time of the year? The fresh cold air, the 
cavalcade of colourful lights, thoughts, and traditional 
tastes at the Christmas Market – these create the original 
atmosphere of Christmas in Szentendre. Actually, all the 
year is Christmas time here: from spring to winter you can 
visit the Christmas Museum at Bogdányi street. We are 
looking forward to meeting you here. 

Wishing You Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,

Ferenc Dietz
Mayor of Szentendre

Dear Citizens of Huntingdon,

I am sending you kind regards from your German Twin 
Town Wertheim.

As we approach the end of this year - it is a good time to 
reflect on the past months. Major Twin Town events were 
the International Youth Sports Festival and the Twin Town 
Business Meeting. 
 
Also throughout two weekends in December, our Twin 
Towns will participate in the Wertheim Christmas Market 
which takes place on the market square right in the town 
centre. Our neighbouring towns will be present as well 
and enrich the market with local products.
  
We are looking forward to this opportunity to meet with 
our friends during the Christmas festivities and enjoy the 
colourful activity on our market square. 

I wish you and your families a most enjoyable Christmas 
time and a peaceful and healthy start into the year 2014.

StefanMikulicz 
Burgermeister of the District of Wertheim
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CoMMuniTy news

It is that time of year again when 
stories begin to appear in the national 
press, that state categorically that 
Cromwell banned Christmas. It has 
been said so many times that many 
people believe it to be true, but like 
so many things to do with Cromwell 
it is a myth used to blacken his name.

The Church in Scotland banned 
Christmas as early as the 1560s. 
The argument was that there was no 
scriptural basis for the celebration 
of Christmas, and therefore it 
was pagan, Popish and profane. 
Protestants, who could now read the 
Bible for the first time in English, 
were often literal and fundamentalist 
in their interpretation of the text. 
 
Against this background it was 
hardly surprising that Parliament 
in the 1640s, as the representatives 
of a Protestant and Godly nation 
decided that Christmas should not 
be celebrated. The Directory of 
Public Worship of 1645 which set 
out all the new forms of worship, 
made no reference to Christmas.
So why does Cromwell get the 
blame for all of this?  Cromwell 

would almost certainly have 
supported the Parliament’s line, 
of which he was a part, but so 
would thousands of other devout 
Protestants. Cromwell neither 
proposed nor initiated the end 
of Christmas.  His image as a 
dour Puritan is a creation of 
the 19th century just as much 
as a ‘traditional’ Christmas is a 
creation of Dickens. As with so 
many things to do with Cromwell 
you cannot see the issue outside 
of the context of the times in 
which it happened.

For more information see www.
olivercromwell.org/faqs4.htm

What’s on at the 
Cromwell Museum?

Despite Cromwell’s views on 
Christmas the Museum will be shut 
from 24th-27th December  - but 
from now until the end of March 
there is a special exhibition about 
Huntingdon’s first map.  It was 
published in 1610, but we know 
the precise date of the survey from 

which the map is drawn.

The map is very much of Cromwell’s 
Huntingdon as he was at school here 
when the map was created. The map 
is on display along with information 
about how it was drawn and how 
accurate it is.

Copies of the map are on sale at the 
Museum, and would make excellent 
Christmas presents – even if Oliver 
would not have approved!

The Museum is open Tuesday-
Sunday 1.30-4.00 and also on 
Saturday mornings from 10.30-
12.30. Admission is free.

Cromwell and the
banishing of Christmas

Cards for Good 
Causes
Christmas Shop

Cards for Good Causes, which sell charity cards 
across the UK every year, once again has its 

Huntingdon pop-up shop until 14th December at All 
Saints Church, Market Hill, Huntingdon, offering 
shoppers the chance to buy Christmas cards from 
at least 25 national and local charities. The shop 
offers a wide range of designs to choose from and is a 
convenient way to support more than one good cause.  
Wrapping paper and gift tags are also available.

Huntingdon charity Christmas card shop is one of a 
countrywide network of shops which open in the run up 
to the festive season.  Cards for Good Causes Limited 
(CFGC) pays the participating charities (or their trading 
subsidiaries) at least 75p in every pound from their card 
sales, less the VAT payable on the amount retained by 
CFGC.  The retained amount covers CFGC’s costs of 
running the temporary charity Christmas card shops.  In 
addition to these costs, the participants have to pay for 
the production and distribution of their cards.

The shop, staffed by local volunteers, is open from 
10.00am to 4.00pm Monday – Saturday.
Look out for the red triangular Santa sign!
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Would you like the opportunity to 
win £25,000 and at the same time, 

help to save lives?

For just £1 per week, you can enter the 
East Anglian Air Ambulance Lottery 
and have the chance of winning one of 
18 cash prizes available in each weekly 
draw, from £50 to £1,000. In addition, 
you will automatically be entered for 
our Accumulator prize which increases 
by £500 until it's won, up to a whopping 
£25,000!

Playing could not be simpler. You can 
buy membership online or download a 
form on our website: www.eaaa.org.uk 
or just give us a call on 01603 489400. 
(Players must be aged 16 or over).

Supporting the East Anglian Air 
Ambulance Lottery is one of the easiest 
and most sustainable ways to keep us 
flying and saving lives.

Jody Fiveash, Lottery Manager: “Your 
lottery support helps us to save the 
lives of people in your area. The lottery 
contributes 38% of the Charity's income 
and, as we receive no government 
funding, this is a vital part of keeping the 
East Anglian Air Ambulance flying.”

So, if you fancy a flutter, or you are 
looking for a present for someone who 
does, why not join a lottery which 
supports a service you may need someday 
– we need you today, you may need us 
tomorrow…

CoMMuniTy news

A recent restoration project has been undertaken to return 
Huntingdon Town Council’s Mayoral Chair back to its former 

grandeur. 

The chair was originally presented to the Council back in 1938, 
after the death of a serving Councillor, John Edward Sowter. 
Councillor Sowter was elected to the Borough Council in 1922 
and served until his death in 1937.

It was recorded in Councillor Sowter’s Will that he would donate 
£50.00 towards a public clock to be placed in the Town Hall. 
However, by the time of his death, the clock had already been 
installed, thanks to a donation by another former Councillor. In 
light of this, Cllr Sowter’s mother gifted the Council with a sum of 
£25.00 asking for it to be put towards a piece of furniture in her 
son’s memory.  This monetary donation went towards the engraved 
Mayoral Chair, which would live in the Council Chamber.

Seventy five years later, the chair now stands proudly in the Civic 
Suite of the Town Hall, having seated fifty one Mayors in its time. 

75 Year Old Mayoral 
Chair Restored

Feeling Lucky?

NeigHbourHood AlerT!

Did you know that you 
can sign up for free to 

receive local crime alerts 
which may be of interest to 
you? Visit www.ecops.org.uk 
to find out how you can tune 
into neighbourhood police and 
crime activity in Huntingdon 
via the Neighbourhood Alert 
and eCops initiatives.
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The Papworth Trust has supported disabled people 
for almost 100 years. We provide a range of essential 

services, including support with care, leisure activities, 
accessible homes and help finding jobs. We help people 
of all ages and all disabilities so that we can support as 
many people as possible. Every year we work with over 
20,000 people. We deliver most of our services in the 
East of England. 
 
Locally, our support workers help disabled people to 
live independently in their own homes. Disabled people 
come to our local centres and youth clubs to make new 
friends and have fun. There is a choice of activities, from 
cooking and music to sailing. Our centres also offer the 
opportunity to gain important life and work skills to 
build confidence and independence. For example, there 
are classes to help people manage their money and read 
timetables. 

There are a number of ways you can support us − you 
can make a donation, take part in a fundraising activity, 
or volunteer. Whatever you can contribute, you will 
make a real difference. 
 
We hold a variety of fundraising events and activities 
so that local people can get involved and raise 

funds to support our work. For example, in 2013 we 
held a successful Roll and Stroll family fun day at 
Hinchingbrooke Country Park, which saw people of all 
ages taking part and enjoying an accessible charity walk. 
We have really enjoyed working with the Mayor this 

year, and we are looking forward to continuing to work 
with him in the New Year. Any money that is raised will 
help disabled people in the local area. To find out more 
about Papworth Trust, please go to www.papworth.org.
uk.”
 
Andrea Chupacova
Community Fundraiser at Papworth Trust

At the beginning of April this year, I received an 
email from Girl Guiding Anglia telling me that I had 

been selected to represent them abroad in Switzerland 
in July. I had gone to a selection weekend in London 

the previous November but had not heard anything. 
When I got the email I was incredibly excited…and 
rightly so. My international expedition to Switzerland 
was an amazing and unforgettable experience. I went 
with a group of 8 girls and 3 leaders that I had not met 
before the trip. While this may sound daunting, I was 
very lucky, because they were the most brilliant group of 
people anyone could wish to go abroad with and we all 
got on amazingly well. 

We had an awesome time and I did things I may 
never have the chance to do again or would never 
have thought of doing. We went zip-wiring, abseiling 
and high-wire walking, swimming in a mountain lake, 
mountain hiking (hard work for a group of girls from the 
flattest county in Britain), saw Swiss cheese being hand 
made in the mountains, played “mountain fun games” 
(milking a plastic cow, cheese rolling and throwing balls 
at cow bells), slept in straw, saw two Swiss National Day 
Parades and visited the first Girl Guiding World Centre 
“Our Chalet”. My week in Switzerland was the most 
action-packed week possible and by the end of it I was 
incredibly tired, but I was so glad I got selected and was 
able to go.

Rebecca Treston
Member of Huntingdon Senior Section

CoMMuniTy news

My International 
Expedition to 
Switzerland

The Papworth Trust

Strollers taking part in the Roll and Stroll
charity fun day at Hinchingbrooke.
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Jonathan Djanogly MP officially launched a new debt 
advice service at a special event on 11th October at 
Huntingdon Community Church.

Huntingdon Area Money Advice (HAMA) is being run 
by volunteers from local Christian churches.  Colin 
Weaver, Chair of Trustees and one of HAMA’s nine 
debt advisers, spoke of the growing debt problem in the 
country and that the churches had come together to 
help anybody in the Huntingdon and Godmanchester 
area who are in debt.

The team of advisers and administrators comes from five 
local churches, and will offer counselling in Huntingdon 
Community Church, on the Oxmoor in the Maple 
Centre and in Godmanchester at the Baptist Church.

Roger Hickling, Centre Manager, explained that the 
service was fully regulated and advisers had been 
professionally trained.  He also said that while HAMA is 
a charity in its own right, it will be part of Community 
Money Advice, a national charity which enables 
churches and other organisations to start and operate a 
fully supported and regulated debt advice service.

Jonathan Djanogly MP welcomed the new service and 
said that HAMA’s advisers will certainly be needed and 
used in the coming months. The photo shows (from 
left to right): Jonathan Djanogly MP, Colin Weaver and 
Roger Hickling.

For further information see HAMA’s website
www.huntsmoneyadvice.co.uk or
Telephone: 01480 418866 or 07852 132738 or
E-mail:  help@huntsmoneyadvice.co.uk.

CoMMuniTy news

We are a self-financing social 
group supporting adults with 

acquired speech difficulties and 
their carers.  We are affiliated to the 
national charity, Speakability, which 
set up our group in 2004.  We are 
not a medical charity undertaking 
research or treatment, but a support 
network for those difficult times 
after discharge from hospital. 
  
Lack of speech (aphasia), typically 
after a left-brain stroke, head 
injury or trauma, or after the 
onset of neurological illness such 
as Parkinson's, MS, MND and so 
on, is a poorly understood social 
disability.  It is isolating, frightening 
and frustrating for the sufferer and 
also for the families, carers and 
friends seeking to help.  There are at 
least 250,000 people with aphasia 
in the UK - you must have met one. 

Everyone affected is different - 
recovery may be complete.  More 
likely is the partial recovery of 
abilities: with slow speech and 
difficulty in finding and using the 
correct words; or with a flow of 
words, some of which make no 
sense (jargon aphasia); or even with 
little or no speech at all.  It is hard 
to assess the degree of damage to 
the comprehension or to reading 
and writing skills.  There may be full 
and embarrassing understanding 
of how you cannot be understood, 
or little insight that the brain is 
fully functioning but not in fact 
producing speech that is effective.  
  
We must develop gesture, 
intonation, body language and 
drawing as aids to getting the 
message through.  Speakability 
produces aids such as our Medical 
Passport and Fast Talk flip book 
using pictograms.  Certainly we need 
to give space, time and patience to 
allow the flow of understanding. 
  
Speakability Huntingdonshire has 
members from all over the district, 
from Earith to Alconbury and 
Ramsey to St Neots.  We even have 

some from Bedfordshire and 
Lincolnshire. "Home" is the Medway 
Centre in Huntingdon where we 
meet on the second Tuesday of the 
month from 1.45pm-3.45pm.  We 
escape every third month to enjoy a 
meal out in a local restaurant, pub, 
garden centre or other venue.  We 
aim to provide a relaxed, uncritical, 
informal atmosphere where there 
is sympathetic understanding. 
  
To leave home and socialise at all 
is an achievement, let alone to 
have the confidence to go out into 
public spaces to enjoy eating with 
friends.  We hope our afternoons 
of chat, games, quizzes, talks or 
entertainment promote that relaxed 
confidence.  A few hours away from 
home may be refreshing for sufferer 
and carer alike.  

We welcome all the interest 
and support that the people of 
Huntingdonshire give us and 
are particularly pleased to be 
one of Mayor Bill Hensley's 
chosen local charities this year. 
 
Anna Bratby

Pounds and Pence
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Cambridgeshire County Council 
needs you to help change the 

lives of local children and young 
people. 

Foster carers provide a stable family 
support network for local children 
and young people when they are 
unable to live with their own family. 

Every year we have over 425 children 
and young people looked after by 
Cambridgeshire County Council. 

Currently, a shortage of foster 
carers has meant that children have 
sometimes been placed in residential 
homes outside the county.

Foster carer’s come from all different 
kinds of backgrounds. It may be that 
you have your own children, or your 
own children have grown up and left 
home, you may have worked with 
children before or maybe you are 
considering a career change. 

Every child is different so we need 
different foster carers, if you can 
offer stability, security and the 
positive experience of a loving family 
then we want to hear from you. 

You can be:

•	 Married
•	 In a civil partnership
•	 single or living with a partner
•	 From all ethnic backgrounds
•	 In a same sex relationship
•	 In work, unemployed or retired

Recruiting local people will mean 
that children and young people 
can live in their own community, 
continue to attend the same school 
and maintain contact with their 
family and friends.
We offer generous allowances 
including a start up package, 24 hr 
support and full training.

Call our free phone number on
0800 052 0078 for more 
information
 

CoMMuniTy news

Foster Care

Great news!  Huntingdon is 
open for ‘business as usual’ and 

ready to give you a fantastic festive 
welcome.

On Saturday 7 & 14 December 
from 10am to 2pm, there will be 
FREE face painting, FREE balloon 
modelling, magical tricks, festive 
music to help you on your way and 
much more.  

We will all be looking forward to the 
Live Nativity brought to town by 
Churches Together, outside Barclays 

Bank, on Saturday 14 
December from 10am 
to 3pm.  Come and 
see the donkey, llama 
and stable crib setting 
for photo opportunities 
and the chance to 
download pictures via 
a website.  There will 
also be carols and an 
opportunity to celebrate 
what Christmas is all 
about in a fun way.

Don’t forget there 
are markets galore 

in Huntingdon – the Traditional 
Market on Wednesday and 
Saturday; the fortnightly Farmers’ 
Market on a Friday; the Crafts & 
Collectables Market every Friday in 
the Commemoration Hall

Save money.  You can park FREE 
after 3pm in all town centre car 
parks provided by Huntingdonshire 
District Council, Monday to Friday, 
from 2 to 24 December.  The offer is 
extended in the Sainsbury’s car park 
from Monday to Saturday until 31 
December!

If you would like to shop on a late 
night Thursday there will be over 80 
businesses open until 7pm on four 
Thursdays before Christmas.  There 
are also over 80 destinations open on 
Sundays from 10am to 4pm, when 
parking is also FREE in District 
Council town car parks.  

Not sure which shops are in 
Huntingdon? You can find out 
quickly and easily by visiting www.
huntingdonfirst.co.uk and click on 
‘Find Business’ to search by name, 
category or an a to z listing.  It’s all 
there for you to view from shops to 
cafes and restaurants, you will be 
amazed what Huntingdon has to 
offer!

Contact Katy Sismore at BID
Tel: 01480 450250   
info@huntingdonfirst.co.uk    
www.huntingdonfirst.co.uk
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Having trouble with small household repairs or 
minor adaptations around your home? The Royal 

British Legion’s Poppy Calls service may be able to help.

Poppy Calls offers a trusted, secure, high quality service 
which helps members of the Armed Forces community 
live independent lives and stay in their own homes longer 
in old age. The initiative is offered to beneficiaries who 
qualify for assistance from The Royal British Legion, 
which includes those who have served in the Armed 
Forces and their widows or dependents.

In addition to the maintenance service provided by 
Poppy Calls, all staff are case worker trained and will 
assess a beneficiary’s needs to ensure they get the help 
and support they need. 

Huntingdonshire has a dedicated Poppy Calls Fitter, 
Sebastian Hayes: Sebastian said of the service: “I never 
feel better than when I’m fixing something, and the work 
the Poppy Calls service does means members of the 
Armed Forces community can live more independently 
for longer. It’s a very satisfying line of work to be in 
“Fitters do more than just small jobs around the house.
One day I could be putting up shelves and curtain rails 
and the next fitting smoke alarms and building a shed. 

It entirely depends on the kind of help and support the 
beneficiaries need.”

The Legion’s National Poppy Calls Manager, Russell 
Rolph said: “Over nine million people in the UK can 
call on the Legion’s support. Some of these people can 
find it difficult to keep up home maintenance over time 
or find they need adaptions following injury or illness to 
maintain the lifestyle they once did in their own homes, 
and that’s when Poppy Calls steps in.”

In 2012, Legion Fitters assisted over 5,000 people 
across the country. To find out more about the service 
call 0800 032 0306. 

Legion Helping Maintain 
the Homes of the Armed 
Forces Community in 
Huntingdonshire

December will be a very busy 
month for HCR104fm as on the 

9th they are holding their very popular 
“Open Day” where the studio will be 
full of visitors recording Christmas 
messages for their family, friends and 
workmates.  A welcoming drink and 
mince pies will also be on offer. The 
recorded messages will be played on 
air at regular intervals during the two 
weeks prior to Christmas Day.

Although Christmas Eve is his busiest 
day of the year, Father Christmas has 
promised to drop in to the studios at 
7pm on the Over to You programme 
to answer children’s questions about 
his work.  He will also be choosing the 
winners of our colouring competition. 

Later on in the evening at 11.30pm 
HCR104fm will be broadcasting 
“live” Midnight Mass from All Saints 
Church, Market Square, Huntingdon 
with Rev’d Andrew Milton presiding. 
This is a new venture for Huntingdon 
Community Radio which we hope will 
be enjoyed by our many listeners and 
especially those who are unable to get 
out to attend a Service. 

Your favourite radio station will be 
broadcasting many festive features 
over the Christmas period.

Christmas with Huntingdon Community Radio        

CoMMuniTy news
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We have got some great events 
taking place at the Hall so please 

keep an eye on the website www.
commhall.org.uk.

Cinnabar Fairs, quality gifts, arts and 
crafts on 21st December, 22nd Feb, 
26th April.    We offer a wide range of 
crafts and goods not available in the 
shops.

Homestart Craft Fairs on 14th 
December. Come and have a look round 
our range of gifts and crafts at your 
leisure and take time out to relax in the 
café area. 

GN Footwear Sale on January 25th, 
April 19th June 14th and August 30th.  
We are a family run business and have 
been visiting Huntingdon periodically 
with our shoes and trainers sale for 
approx. 20 years. 

Wedding Fair – January 4th 2014 10am 
till 3pm.  We shall be holding a wedding 

fair offering everything you will require 
for your special day.

Magical History Tour – February 8th 
2014.  The Beatles Tribute will be here 
on the 8th February 2014, to reserve 
tickets please call Marilyn on 01480 
455167.

The Commemoration Hall is the 
ideal choice for a seminar or business 
meeting within the Cambridgeshire 
region. Please contact me if you 
require any information on the Hall, 
would like to make a booking or 
come and a look around.  I can be 
contacted on info@commhall.org.uk 
or telephone 01480 455167.

CoMMuniTy news

It’s that time of the year when the Medway Centre 
is buzzing with activity with lots of social functions 

during the festive period. If you haven’t booked a 
venue for your Christmas party yet, please do phone 
me to check for availability. The Centre is beautifully 
decorated with Christmas decorations, so it’s ideal for 
a Christmas party. We also have the added benefit of a 
brand new sound system, 2 large car parks and Wi-Fi in 
the building.

If you are a new group wanting to start a class here, 

we have the following availability in the Hall: Monday 
mornings and Tuesday and Fridays during the day. The 
Lounge Room and Meeting Room have much more 
availability during the day and evening, ideal for training 
events and smaller group activities. The Centre is also 
available during the weekends, but does get booked up 
very quickly. 

The Medway Centre has a varied programme of activities 
on offer which you can join in, such as Boxing, Judo, 
Aikido, Line Dancing, Zumba, Street Dance, Medway 
Craft Group, Rugbytots, Polish Saturday School, NCT 
Nearly New Sales and Slimming World. The Centre is 
also the home for many groups to hold their weekly/
monthly gatherings – these groups are the Medway Darby 
& Joan club, the Oxmoor Friendship Club, Speakability, 
Oxmoor Community Action Group, Huntingdonshire 
Community Group, the Medway Christian Fellowship 
and the Hartford Darby & Joan Club. The ‘What’s On’ 
guide on the Medway Centre page on the Huntingdon 
Town Council website will provide you with a diary of 
events and start times, along with contact details for all 
of our groups. Please join our Facebook page to keep up 
to date with all of the latest information.

On behalf of myself and the team at the Medway Centre, 
we wish you all a Happy Christmas and New Year.

Shilpa Desai-Sakaldip
Meway Centre Manager

News from the 
Medway Centre

News from the Commemoration Hall

Marilyn Bailey
Premises Manager
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CoMMuniTy  news

The last few months of 2013 have been particularly 
busy for St John Ambulance in the East of England. 

In September the nation's leading first aid charity 
launched a new campaign to encourage members of the 
public to learn first aid.

The 2013 campaign, called 'Save The Boy', focused on 
parents' ability to administer first aid to their children 
and an associated survey revealed some startling figures, 
which can be viewed on the charity's website located at 
www.sja.org.uk.

Coupled with the new campaign, St John Ambulance 
ran its popular Save A Life September (SALS) initiative 
for a third year. In 2011 and 2012, SALS resulted in over 
400 free first aid demonstrations, with around 200,000 
pocket sized guides being handed out.

The first aid guides are a handy way to remember five 
essential techniques taught at many SALS events, 
including choking, treating someone who is having a 
heart attack, dealing with severe bleeding, dealing with 
an unconscious person and dealing with someone who 
isn't breathing.

If you were not able to attend a SALS event this year, 
you can still find out about these first aid techniques 
from the St John Ambulance website or even on your 
phone with the charity's first aid app (available from the 
Apple AppStore and Google Play). Alternatively, courses 
for the public are run regularly throughout the year in 
various locations in the East of England.

If you are interested in volunteering for St John 
Ambulance, call 01245 265678 or go to www.sja.org.uk 
and click on the ‘volunteering’ section.

Huntingdon Town 
Council to Commemorate 
the Centenary of the 
Outbreak of World War I 

September 1914 saw the commencement of what was 
going to be a life changing four years for the world. 

Not only would the Great War affect the lives of millions 
across the globe, but also many lives close to home. To 
mark the bravery, determination and dedication of the 
many men and women from Huntingdon, Huntingdon 
Town Council is planning a commemorative event 
across the weekend of the 26th – 28th September 2014.
The event is set to include educational elements for all 
local schools, a two-day re-enactment event with arenas 
and displays and finally a memorial service, to remember 
those who fought and lost their lives for our Country.

In order for the event to be as meaningful as possible, we 
have been asking you as residents of the Town to come 
forward with any stories, photographs or memories of 
loved ones from Huntingdon. We would love to hear 
from you if there is any information you can share with 
us, in order that the weekend can really reflect and 
remember the bravery of our people.

If you have any information that you would like to share 
of former Huntingdon residents and relatives, please do 
get in touch by calling 01480 411883 or by emailing 
town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk 
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ForThCoMing evenTs

Thursday 5th December 
Pensioners Christmas Party. 
Commemoration Hall, Huntingdon 
12.00pm – 3.30pm.
For more information, please contact 
Huntingdon Town Council 01480 
411883

Wednesday 11th December
Civic Carol Service.  All Saints Church, 
Huntingdon 7.15pm for 7.30pm start.  
Further details may be obtained from 
Huntingdon Town Council on 01480 
411883

Saturday 14th December
Huntingdonshire Philharmonic. 
Hinchingbrooke Performing Arts Centre, 
7:30pm. An Orchestral concert directed 
by Adrian Brown. Includes traditional 
carols for all to sing. Tickets £12, £6 for 
students. Contact Anabel Capon for 
more details on 01832 274834)

Friday 10th January 
Starz in Your Eyes, New Year Party! 
Commemoration Hall, Huntingdon, 
7.30pm to 9.30pm. Tickets £5. For 
more information, please contact 01480 
411883

Friday 14th February 
Starz in Your Eyes, Valentines ‘The 
Muppets’. Commemoration Hall, 
Huntingdon, 7.30pm to 9.30pm. Tickets 
£5. For more information, please contact 
01480 411883

Friday 24th January 
Opera Dudes. Commemoration Hall, 
Huntingdon, 7.30pm. Come and enjoy 
the style and sophistication of IL Divo, 
the talent of Bocelli and Bublé and the 
comic timing of Morecambe and Wise. 
For more information, please contact 
01480 411883

Friday 21st February 
Tolbert House. Commemoration Hall, 
Huntingdon, 7.30pm. Aimed at a family 
audience, this feel good and moving 

play gives a brief taste of the history of 
the house and with the aid of poetry 
and music from the Great War, the 
atmosphere that was felt by the troops 
that visited it. For more information, 
please contact 01480 411883

Friday 28th February 
Wide Glide Ceilidh Band. 
Commemoration Hall, Huntingdon, 
7.30pm. For more information, please 
contact 01480 411883 

Tuesday 4th March 
Pancake Race Day. St Benedicts Court 
to the Market Square, Huntingdon. 
For more information, please contact 
Huntingdon Town Council on 01480 
411883 or email town.council@
huntingdontown.gov.uk 

Friday 7th March 
Buddy and Presley. Commemoration 
Hall, Huntingdon, 7.30pm. A tribute 
to Buddy Holly and Elvis Presley. For 
more information, please contact 01480 
411883

Friday 28th March 
New Rope String Band. 
Commemoration Hall, Huntingdon, 
7.30pm.

Once seen, never forgotten: combining 
superb musicianship with side-splitting 
comic genius, the New Rope String 
Band are truly unique entertainers. 
Elements of circus, clowning, vaudeville, 
slapstick and sheer inspired silliness are 
spliced with beautiful acoustic music 
from various world traditions. For 
more information, please contact 01480 
411883

Saturday 12th April 2014 
Mayor of Huntingdon’s Charity Ball.  
Marriott Hotel.  To book a table or 
for more information, please call the 
Mayor’s Secretary on 01480 411883 
  

What’s happening
near you...
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Huntingdon Drama Club is nearly 70

The Club will be 70 years old in 2014, but it’s still in very good shape. We’ve
mounted three productions this year. In March we performed Occupational Hazards at the 
Commemoration Hall, and the playwright was very pleased with the production, followed by 
Table Manners at the Medway Centre.

If you’d like to get involved with the Club in any way – do contact us, either through our 
website, www.huntingdondramaclub.org.uk, or ring Michael and John on 01480-454486. 
You’ll be very welcome!

John Morgan
Chairman of Huntingdon Drama Club

perForMing arTs

The Adventures of Alice

This year Huntingdon Youth Theatre (HYT) gets the Christmas Season underway with their 
production “Adventures of Alice” at the Commemoration Hall 4th-7th December.

HYT has been providing entertainment for the town continuously since January 1997. The 
group reckons to have performed over 100 different pieces of theatre in this and three other 
countries (Huntingdon’s Twin Towns).

Tickets can be obtained via the Commemoration Hall Box Office (01480 415467) or from 
HYT direct (01480 381734).

Wednesday 4th December will be a gala performance in aid of Macmillan Nurses and the 
Mayor of Huntingdon’s Charities, followed by shows on Thursday 5th December, Friday 6th 
December and Saturday 7th December.

All shows start at 7.30pm prompt and tickets are priced at £8, (with Concessions at £6).

Packed venue for sell out performance

Riding Lights Theatre Company visited Huntingdon Methodist Church on Monday 7th 
October to present “A Different Drum”. By using true stories from all over the world, the 
production showed how men and women dared to break the boundaries of self-interest and 
respond to the needs of other people. The Reverend, David King said, “We have a great team 
of hardworking people here at Huntingdon Methodist Church, enabling such a touring 
company to visit”.

“Les Miserables”

Spotlight Productions has been fortunate to secure an amateur licence as a community 
Schools project and have gathered a hugely talented cast of 100 young people from local 
schools to be part of this unique show. This is the largest project that the group has ever 
undertaken, with a huge set depicting Paris in 1830, a 17 piece orchestra, and thousands of 
pieces of costume. The show is to be staged at the Performing Arts Centre, Hinchingbrooke 
School, from the 8th to 12th April 2014, and tickets are priced at £9.50 adults and £8.50 
for concessions. Tickets will be available from January 2014.

For further information on the Group, please visit their website www.spotlight-theatre.
co.uk, or drop them an email at info@spotlight-theatre.co.uk
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One of the toughest things most people will ever face 
is a cancer diagnosis, something statistically one 

in three of us is likely to receive at some time. But if 
you live in Huntingdon and the worst does happen, the 
chances are you will be fortunate enough to be cared for 
at the Woodlands Centre.

However, a recent rise in the number of cancer patients 
being referred to the centre, the addition of new essential 
services (including lung and gastro-intestinal), and an 
increase in the treatment options available, has resulted 
in an acute lack of clinical space and some key services 
having to be temporarily relocated to the main building, 
directly affecting patient experience. 

The Centre has therefore submitted plans to Huntingdon 
District Council to extend their current premises. The 
plans include re-modelling the existing building to 
create a new main entrance and waiting area, adding a 
light, airy and spacious lounge plus a courtyard garden 
for patients and relatives. Building work is due to start 
in 2014 and once finished the extra space will mean the 
staff can do more life-saving work and continue to help 
more people beat cancer. 

The new facilities will cost around £1 million and a 
major fundraising appeal was launched earlier this year 
to help raise the money, including the hugely popular 
“Buy a Brick Campaign” where people can buy a virtual 
building brick, often in memory of a loved one. Thanks 
to hundreds of generous companies and individuals 
the Centre has already raised over £150,000. However, 
although momentum is growing, there is still a long way 
to go. 

If you would like further information about the campaign 
or have ideas on how to raise funds to help build the new 
extension and make life a little better for local people 
facing cancer, then please contact us on 01480 416283 
or by email to karen.pryor@nhs.net We look forward to 
hearing from you.

healTh MaTTers

The Woodlands Centre Extension

Fire safety tips at Christmas
It is the time of year when we’re enjoying a tipple with friends, cooking heaps of delicious food 
and decking the halls. 

The fire service has these messages to make sure your festive cheer doesn’t go up in smoke:

• Kitchens are a fire hotspot. Take care while cooking your Christmas dinner. Never leave 
cooking unattended and turn off appliances when not in use.

• Switch off fairy lights and unplug them before you go to bed or leave the house. Make sure 
they conform to the British Standard and never overload plug sockets.

• Be careful when drinking alcohol while smoking or cooking.
• Finally, make sure you have a working smoke alarm which is correctly fitted and works. And 

NEVER take the batteries out to power presents!

Like our fan page on Facebook: www.facebook.com/cambsfrs, follow us on Twitter @cambsfrs.

To find out if you are eligible for a free home fire safety check, call 0800 917 99 94
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Accident and 
Emergency Services 

over Christmas

Emergency Department
(Hinchingbrooke Hospital)
01480 428984

GP out of Hours
(Hinchingbrooke Hospital)
1800hrs – 0800hrs
01480 447800

NHS Direct (for telephone 
advice or health information)
0845 4647

Urgent Care Cambridgeshire 
(out of hours GP service)
0330 1239131

Huntingdon Dental Care
(closed on Bank Holidays) 
01480 453215

Wensleydale Dental Practice 
(for private/denplan patients) 
07850484538

Cambridgeshire Emergency 
Dental Services
01223 471 798 

Cromwell Veterinary Group 
(24hrs) – 01480 52222

healTh MaTTers

Senior Partner, Dr Brendan Boyle, 
retires from General Practice. 

After more than 30 years as a local 
GP, Dr Boyle retired at the end of 
October.  Dr Boyle set up the Surgery 
and quickly established a dedicated 
clinical and administrative team to 
help establish what has become one 
of the highest achieving Practices in 
the county. 

Dr Boyle’s unswerving dedication 
over the years to build, strengthen, 
support and encourage “The Acorn 
Family” as he called his team of 
colleagues, allowed him to leave a 
legacy on which the Acorn Surgery 
can continue to build.  Dr Boyle is 
very much missed by patients and 
colleagues.

The Practice undertook a re-
branding exercise in the autumn and 
are delighted with their new website 
which offers patients extended access 
to a range of features, including 

access to their medical record 
for online appointment booking 
and cancellation, medication 
ordering, logging of complaints and 
compliments¸ on-line registration, 
patient survey questionnaires 
and survey results, patient group 
information and minutes of 
meetings, self-help support¸ carers 
links, job vacancies – and many 
other and developing features.  The 
web address remains the same www.
acornsurgery.com 

If you would like to register as a 
patient at the Acorn Surgery, simply 
visit the website or call in in person.  
If you wish to take a look around 
the surgery and discuss our services 
before making a decision regarding 
registration, please contact Trish 
Hawitt Palmer, the Practice 
Manager, who will be delighted to 
meet with you.  The surgery contact 
details are acorn.enquiries@nhs.net 
or 01480 483100.  

Senior Partner, Dr Brendan Boyle, 
retires from Acorn Surgery. 

Opening hours:
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 9am – 5pm, Tuesdays 
9am – 1pm and 3pm – 8pm and Saturdays 10am – 2pm.

Inclusion will be closed on the 25th and 26th December and the 1st January 2014.
For any further information, please call 01480 413800

GABRIEL NEWTON’S 
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

(Registered Charity Number 311822)

This scheme, founded for the benefit 
of young people  (under 25 years of 
age) living in Huntingdon or Hartford, 
offers financial help to promote 
their education, further education 
and educational travel, or to assist 
their entry into a profession, trade 
or calling.

For further information and an 
application form contact  the Clerk 
to the Trustees, 31 Veasey Road, 
Hartford, Huntingdon, PE29 1SX
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healTh MaTTers

For the last 15 years, The Acorn Cancer Support 
Group has helped to relieve the anxiety and stress of 

those affected by cancer in the local area. At its monthly 
meetings in Huntingdon, cancer patients and their 
carers have access to a socially inviting atmosphere of 
fun and friendship alongside the invaluable support and 
advice from health professionals. The gift of friendship 
received at the meetings, the sharing of experiences 
with others facing similar problems, plus access to free 
complementary relaxation therapy is a great help for 
those affected by cancer to cope with their situation. 

Acorn reinforces its support by arranging free social 
outings to ensure that its clients do not become isolated. 
These are intended to help its clients realise that despite 
their situation they can still have a good quality of life 

and that they are part of a caring community. Great 
favourites among the outings are the annual Christmas 
lunch at the Dolphin Hotel St Ives and the summer 
boat trips down the Ouse which also include a lunch at 
the Dolphin Hotel.    To accommodate the demand for 
the boat trips, four outings are needed – in June, July, 
August and September.  The picture shows a group of 
20 happy Acorn members about to set off from Hartford 
Marina on the Ladybird.

Gordon Dyer, Acorn Secretary, commented “Being 
chosen as a Charity of the Year by Mayor Hensley is 
fantastic news, not only for the financial support that 
the Group may get but also for the publicity that will 
arise. This means that the availability of our free service 
to cancer patients and carers will be more widely known. 
Thank you to all in the Town Council who are helping 
us in this way.”

The Acorn Group meets in Huntingdon at the MS 
Centre, Mayfield Rd PE29 1UL, on the 2nd Wednesday 
of month between 11.00am and 1.00pm. Acorn groups 
also meet in St Ives (on the 3rd Wednesday of the 
month), and Ramsey (on the 1st Monday of the month). 
A sister group meets in St Neots on the 1st Wednesday 
of the month.

If a reader knows of anyone affected by cancer who would 
benefit from Acorn’s free support please invite them to 
call Cally Bussetil,  the Acorn Centre Coordinator on 
01487 822456 for further information.

For further details visit: http://www.acornsupportgroup.
org.uk  or http://www.facebook.com/SIACSG 

The Acorn Cancer 
Support Group

Remembrance Sunday is the day traditionally put 
aside to remember all those who have given their 
lives for the peace and freedom we enjoy today.  On 
this day, people across the Nation pause to reflect 
about the sacrifices made by our brave Service men 
and women.

This year’s Remembrance Sunday Parade and 
Service took place on the Market Square, 
Huntingdon on Sunday 10th November 2013.   A 
two-minute silence was also held on the Market 
Square on the 11th November 2013. 

Lest we forget
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Mayors Fundraising

To date, a number of events have taken place to 
help raise money for the Mayor of Huntingdon’s 

charities. These include:

A coconut shy stall at the Riverside Gala in Huntingdon 
to build awareness of the charities and plans for future 
fundraising events.

A 24hr boxing and training session run by Cambs Police 
Amateur Boxing Club (CAMPOL), which raised over 
£1500.00. 

A sponsored ascent of Mount Snowdon in October with 
Anglia Regional Co-Operative Funeral Services. 

A musical evening with the Music Hall Society, which 
raised over £1000.00. 

The Rotations Trampolining Club held a record breaking 
30hr “Bounceathon” raising £1600.00.  

A charity Zumbathon event at the Medway Centre

A Production of Alice in Wonderland 
at the Commemoration Hall

A charity stall at the Christmas Lights 
Switch On event
 
With Christmas fast approaching, 
a series of ‘Christmas Wishes’ trees 
are to be displayed throughout the 
Town. The locations of these will be 
All Saints Church, the Town Hall, 
The Medway Centre and Saxongate. 
These trees will give Huntingdon 
residents the opportunity to write 
messages to their loved ones, near or 
far.

If you would like to be involved in any 
fundraising activities or have any event ideas, please get 
in touch to submit your ideas by emailing town.council@
huntingdontown.gov.uk. Alternatively you can contact 
us on Twitter @THuntingdon or on our Facebook page, 
The Mayor of Huntingdon’s Fundraising Events.

The Mayor of Huntingdon’s 
Fundraising Events

Thankyou Fred
Fred Carter joined Huntingdon Town Council as Macebearer in May 2011 and has 
ably served three Mayors during the current administration. As bearer of the historic 
mace and therefore guardian to the Mayor of Huntingdon, he has maintained 
tradition in the Council’s civic ceremony with humour, dignity and pride. Having 
regretfully received his resignation owing to ill health in November, we owe him our 
grateful thanks at the Council and wish him a steady recovery.

Karen Cameron, Town Clerk



All Saints' Huntingdon CofE

Wed 4th Dec 7.00pm Huntingdon District Council Carol service
Sun 8th Dec        3.00pm Carols of Praise
Wed 11th Dec     7.00pm Town Carol service
Sun 22nd Dec     6.30pm Carols by Candlelight
Tues 24th Dec     4.00pm Crib service
                             11.30pm Midnight Mass
Wed 25th Dec     10.30am Christmas Communion

St Barnabas, Oxmoor. CofE

Fri 6th - Sun 8th Dec Christmas Tree Festival
(any local groups/churches/ individuals welcome to exhibit a decorated tree) 
Sun 22nd Dec  5pm Carol Service at St. Barnabas
Wed 25th Dec  9.15am the First Mass of Christmas at St. Barnabas

All Saints, Hartford CofE
 

Sun 15th Dec 4.00pm Carol Service 
Tues 24th Dec 3.00pm Nativity
  11.30pm Midnight Communion 
Wed 25th Dec 11.00am Family Service 

Daybreak Community Church, Commemoration Hall

Sun 22nd Dec 10.45am Mince pies, mulled wine & fruit juice and   
  children's treats. All welcome.

Huntingdon Methodist Church

Sun 15th Dec 10.15am Nativity Service 
  5.00pm 'Carols on the Green' at Victoria Square 
Sun 22nd Dec   10.15am ‘Unique Gift' 
                                 6.30pm Carol Service
Tues 24th Dec 5.00pm 'All Age Christmas Eve Communion'
Weds 25th Dec 10.15am All Age Christmas Day Worship

Huntingdonshire Community Church
 

Sun 15th Dec   10.00am Christmas Guest Service
  (HCC Office, 83a High Street, Huntingdon)

Medway Christian Fellowship

Sun 22nd Dec 10.30am Christmas Guest Service
  with Carols at Medway Community Centre
  6.00pm Carols by Candlelight at Trinity Free Church

Wed 25th Dec 10.00am Christmas Thanksgiving
  Christian Centre, Nene Road, Oxmoor

Medway Community Centre

Sun 8th Dec 4.00pm Oxmoor Community Carol Service Centre led by  
  Medway Christian Fellowship, St Barnabas Church, Trinity  
  Free Church and pupils from local schools. Refreshments and  
  everyone welcome

Trinity Free Church, Huntingdon

Sun 22nd Dec 10.45am Christmas family service
  6.00pm Carols by candlelight
Wed 25th Dec 10.30am Family service

St Michael’s Catholic Church

Tues 24th Dec 4.00pm, 5.30pm (Syro-Malabar Rite)
  10.00pm Christmas Mass
Weds 25th Dec 10.00am Christmas Mass

Mayor’s Chaplain’s 
Christmas Message

There are lots of ways of describing why we 
believe that Jesus, the Son of God, was born 
into our world at Christmas time. One is 
summed in a verse from the hymn ' There is 
a Green Hill'; 

There was no other good enough 
To pay the price of sin; 
He only could unlock the gate 
Of heaven and let us in.

If we know ourselves well enough we know 
that there are things we have done, attitudes 
we have, fears and even addictions that 
we sometimes give in to, that reflect badly 
upon us. If they were weighed against any 
good things we do, these things would 
always be the larger part. When everything 
is accounted for we can do little to change 
the balance, it is like being in debt without 
knowing how to pay off what we owe. In the 
Christian faith we believe that Jesus changes 
the balance for us by dying on the cross and 
setting us free no matter what. 

This applies to all of us, but some of us will 
also be in debt financially, not least around 
Christmas time. There are various places, 
like the local CAB, where you can find good 
advice. There is now another place started 
this year by people from the local churches, 
called Huntingdon Area Money Advice. It 
has its own website and is based at 83A High 
St, Huntingdon.

Finally we hope that you will be able to 
follow this year's Midnight Mass from All 
Saints' Huntingdon on local community 
radio, 104FM. If for whatever reason 
you cannot come and join us in church, I 
hope you will tune in to listen, it starts at 
11.30pm on Christmas Eve.

Rev’d Andrew Milton

Christmas Services


