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Friday 6th June
I, Lear. PaTCH at the Commemoration Hall. 7.30 pm. 
Performed by the Black Sheep Theatre Co. Two classical 
actors attempt to condense a lifetime’s worth of roles 
into a single evening. With Chester Blenheim and Hugh 
Carpenter. Tickets £8.50 & £7.50 available from the 
Card Gallery or from Lydia on 01480 455167 or visit 
www.cremm.co.uk
Saturday 7th June
Huntingdon’s Riverside Gala, Riverside Park, Hartford 
Road, Huntingdon. In association with Hinchingbrooke 
Rotary, Huntingdon Town Council and Huntingdon 
Boat Club. 11.00 am-5.00 pm. The theme for 2008 is 
“Countries of the World”. 
Saturday 7th June
50’s & 60’s Musical Tribute Night. PatCH at the 
Commemoration Hall. 7.30 pm. Fiona McLean + Peter 
Day with Elvis 2000 Vegas Tribute perform hits made 
famous Buddy Holly, Cliff Richard, Tammy Wynette, 
Patsy Kline and many more. Tickets £8.50 & £7.50 
available from the Card Gallery or from Lydia on 01480 
455167 or visit www.cremm.co.uk
7th June to 28th June 2008
Huntingdonshire Music School Open Days, 
Huntingdon Regional College, California Road.
Contact 01480 379100.
7th June
Volunteers Week Celebration Day, Saxongate 
Community Learning Centre. Further information from 
01480 423053.
Sunday 8th June to Sunday 24th August
Riverside Music. Free open air concerts given by 
concert bands. The venue is down by the Riverside 
commencing at 2.30 pm.
Friday 13th June
Split Whiskers. PatCH at the Commemoration Hall. 
8.00 pm. Six piece Cambridge Band. If you enjoy rough 
and tumble blues based slide playing, raw rock ‘n’ roll, 
then this is your chance to hear them play in their 
unique style. Tickets £8.50/£7.50 from The Card Gallery 
or Lydia 01480 455167.
14th June
Archaeological Finds Identification, Cromwell 
Museum, Huntingdon. To find out more call in at the 
Museum and pick up a leaflet or look at 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/cromwell.
Sunday 22nd June
Bird Box Building, Coneygear Park. Sessions at 10.00 
am, 11 am and Noon. Build a home for our feathered 
friends Pre-cut kits for you to assemble and take home. 
Please book in advance 01480 451568
Sunday 22nd June
Return of the Rhythm Workshop. PaTCH at the 
Commemoration Hall. By popular demand the 
brilliant Ibrahim El Minyawi & Son return for a further 
workshop. Contact Lydia on 01480 455167.
Tuesday 24th June – Saturday 5th July (except 
Sunday 29th June)
Shakespeare at the George – The Winter’s Tale. 
Tickets £12.50/£10.50 available from 9th June-23rd June 
from The George Hotel, Huntingdon. Tel 01480 432444 
or 0771 699 3693 ONLY at the following times: Mon-
Fri 11.00am-1.30pm; 7.00pm-8.30pm and Saturday 
11.00am-2.00pm. During Performance Days please 
telephone 01223 872099 up to 5.30pm
Saturday 28th June
Unity in the Community, St Peter’s School. Find out 
more about local groups, such as OCAG. Contact Anne 
Marie on 01480 388262.

Huntingdon Town Council
Forthcoming Meetings
Please note, all meetings commence at 7.00 pm and take place in 
the Commemoration Hall, High Street, Huntingdon, unless otherwise 
stated. For further information, please contact the Town Council on 
01480 388688, or e-mail town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk
Meetings are open to the public and agendas allow time for 
representation and questions from the public. 

Date:  Meeting:
June 5th  Leisure & Community Services Committee
   Planning Applications Panel
June 19th  Finance Committee
   Planning Applications Panel
July 3rd  Town Council
   Planning Applications Panel
July 17th  Leisure & Community Services Committee
   Planning Applications Panel
July 31st  Finance Committee
   Planning Applications Panel
Aug 14th*  Recess Committee
   Planning Applications Panel
Sept 4th   Town Council
   Planning Applications Panel
Sept 18th  Leisure & Community Services Committee
   Planning Applications Panel
   Twinning Sub-Committee

*This meeting will take place in the Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon

Who’s Who at the Council 
Huntingdon Town Council – List of Councillors

Doug Adams
West. 01767604706

Saeed Akthar
East. 07765880806

Gina M Cruickshank
East. 435587

Chris Doyle
West. 391148

David Dransfield
East. 07890984563

Paul D Harris
East. 388688

Laine Kadic
East. 388688

Brian J Luckham
East. 414744

Alan J Mackender 
Lawrence, North. 394630

Helen S Mallett
East. 52067

John T Morgan
North. 454486

Susan M Mulcahy
East. 451604

Christopher J Osborn
North. 52009

Tom Sanderson
West. 436822

Jennifer Sarabia 
(Mayor), West. 380760

Maggie Wheeler
North. 395487

Town Council News
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Welcome to our latest edition of About Town, which 
is your local community Newsletter and which 

we hope brings you the usual mix of local news and 
information, produced and delivered free to your home by 
Huntingdon Town Council.

Since the last “Chat”, Huntingdon Town Council and 
the Trustees of the Huntingdon Commemoration Hall 
Charity have received some valuable guidance from 
various individuals and the Charity Commission on Charity management, 
which is helping to clarify what needs to be done to ensure accountability to 
the local community regarding the provision of the Commemoration Hall.

Prayers and Payments were two subjects debated by the Council at 
their April meetings. Should Prayers be said at the start of Town Council 
meetings? This Council agreed wholeheartedly that the practice should 
continue in Huntingdon, providing that anyone not wishing to participate 
should be free to do so. Should Councillors be paid expenses for attendance 
at meetings? “No!” was the view of the majority, who agreed that they 
accepted that some voluntary contribution to the Town was part of being a 
local Councillor.

As we reach the end of a local government year, it’s gratifying to see a 
number of our capital projects improving facilities locally completed. New 
glazing has been installed at the Outdoor Bowls Club and the exterior 
repainted. Work to make safe the wall of the St John’s Closed Churchyard, 
a partnership project involving your town & district councils, should be in 
progress whilst you read. Our extension to the Primrose Lane Cemetery will 
have been completed by the time you receive your magazine, ensuring lawn 
cemetery capacity in the town until 2021. Improvements to the play areas 
at Sapley Road and Nursery Road will have been completed, thanks to the 
work of our Groundstaff and match funding from the District Council. And 
lighting at the Medway Centre is being improved with the replacement of 
two columns and provision of a new one this summer.

The Grants Sub Committee meeting in March awarded £10,000 in 
funding to nine local organisations, including the Huntingdon Cricket Club, 
Huntingdon Town Partnership, Spotlight Productions, the Citizens Advice 
Bureau and the Huntingdon Sea Cadets. As a Council we are particularly 
pleased to be able to support the work of such groups, whose contribution to 
the community makes our lives all richer.

The Council’s Planning Committee made recommendations to the 
planning authority on plans for the old Local Health Authority Site on 
Primrose Lane, expressing a preference to retain the Primrose Centre as 
a building worthy of conservation. The disappointment of the Council 
was recorded in April at a meeting which heard that the Secretary of State 
had decided in favour of an appeal against the District Council’s refusal of 
permission for change of use to an amusement arcade of the property at 
number six, Market Hill.

We look forward to some good weather this summer and hope you all 
have an opportunity to enjoy the outdoors in your gardens and our open 
spaces across the town. Don’t forget that the Riverside Gala on 7th June at 
the Riverside Park is bound to be a very enjoyable day out for all the family 
and that entries for the Huntingdon in Bloom Gardens competitions are still 
being accepted till 9th June, with judging planned for 23rd June.

Karen Cameron, Town Clerk

Town Council News

Forthcoming Events
Sunday 29th June
Dog Show, Hinchingbrooke Country Park. 11.00 am–
3.00 pm. Fun classes, demonstrations and information. 
Information: 01480 451568
Friday 4th July
Night Walk for Families, Spring Common 8.30 pm-
11.00 pm. Join the Ranger to search for nocturnal 
animals on the Common. Meet at the entrance 
to Spring Common opposite the swimming pool 
near to the chestnut tree. Further information from 
Countryside Services on 01480 451568
Saturday 5th July
“Sound Check” PaTCH at the Commemoration 
Hall. From the successful show in March this year, 
local bands return for another exciting event. Further 
information from Lydia on 01480 455167
Saturday 12th July
Moth Magic, Paxton Pits 9.30 pm till late. Colourful 
moths to capture (and release). If wet weather, 
telephone to confirm event on 01480 406795 or 07719 
501767.
Saturday 19th July
Mad Dogs and Englishmen Theatre Company 
PaTCH at the Commemoration Hall. Mad & Merry 
Monarchs romp through history! If you like the reduced 
Shakespeare Company, you will love this!
Tickets £12.50/£10.50 available from The Card Gallery 
or Lydia on 01480 455167.
Friday 1st August
Minibeast Hunting for Families, Hinchingbrooke Park 
10.00 am – Noon + 1.30 -3.30pm. £4.00 per child. Book 
in advance on 01480 451568.
Monday 4th August
Young Anglers (12-16 years), Hinchingbrooke Park 
10.00 am – 2.00 pm. Instruction by a qualified coach. 
£4.00. Book in advance on 01480 451568.
Thursday 7th August
Special Needs Fun Day, Hinchingbrooke Park 10.30 
am – 12.30 pm. Messy Play with bubbles, water and 
paint in abundance! More details on 01480 451568.
Wednesday 13th August
Story Time, Hinchingbrooke Park 10.30 am-11.30 & 
1.30 pm-2.30pm. Outdoor story telling with the Ranger, 
£2.00 per child. Ideal for children between 4-9 years 
but everyone is welcome. Book in advance on 01480 
451568
Thursday 28th August
Batty Barbeque, Hinchingbrooke Park – 8.00 pm-11.00 
pm. Learn about myths surrounding these nocturnal 
mammals. Cost £8.00 Book in advance on 01480 
451568
Saturday 30th August
Farmers’ Market, Along with the regular Saturday 
market, the Farmers’ market will be along the High 
Street.
Thursday 2nd – Sunday 5th October
Continental Market, The 7th Annual Continental 
Market takes place in the Market Square and along High 
Street on Saturday. Approximately 30 stalls. 
Friday 25th July
Ocras Theatre Group presents “The Government 
Inspector” by Nikolai Gogol. PaTCH at the 
Commemoration Hall. First produced in 1836. Scathing 
satire on bureaucracy and corruption, a great comedy 
that looks at the length of petty officials who go to 
cover their inefficiency and minor crimes when a 
Government inspector comes to call! Tickets £10/£8.50 
available from The Card Gallery or Lydia on 01480 
455167.

Town Clerk, 
Karen Cameron

Town Clerk’s Chat

Do you have a neighbour, friend or work colleague who 
lives in Huntingdon and does not receive their copy 

of “About Town” magazine? 
If so, please let us know their address (house number 

and postcode) by calling us on 01480 388688. We can 
then take this up with our distributors.

Are you receiving your 
magazine?About TOWN

Our cover this issue features All Saints Church at Hartford; the Cromwell Museum; Huntingdon’s Town 
Sign before the Archdeacon Library and the Commemoration Hall. Courtesy of Marilyn Simpson
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My name is 
Christopher 

(Chris) Doyle and I have 
been a Town Councillor 
since my election in 
May 2007. I was born 
in Kingsbridge, South 
Devon, in 1957 and 
after school joined the 
Royal Air Force in 1974, 
as an Airman T8112299 
serving both in the U.K. 
and abroad. Following 

service I settled in Huntingdon where my wife, 
Jackie, of 27 years and I have brought up two 
beautiful daughters. I am now an independent 
plumbing and heating engineer and enjoy nothing 
more than crawling through old attics and 
working out how to re-plumb Victorian buildings.

Throughout the 90’s I was a campaigner for 
saving Spring Common from the developers 
and in 1999 I joined the Huntingdon and 
Godmanchester Civic Society. In 2000 I was 
elected Chairman, a post I have held since and 
will be stepping down from it this year. I am very 
proud of the people I have worked with to play a 
part in conserving and campaigning for a better 
Huntingdon. And I am especially pleased that I 
was a part of promoting Huntingdon 800 and the 
Community Archaeological Dig on Mill Common 
in 2005. 

Off duty I am a member of Business Network 
International which supports local businesses and 
the Methodist’s Men’s Club. For the last three 
years I have been a member of ‘ Conquest’ and 
spend summer weekends travelling around Britain 
wearing chain mail, fighting battles, wassailing 
and recreating early medieval history.

As a local Councillor my aim is to serve the 
Ward, the people, businesses and groups within 
Huntingdon whether they voted for me or not. 

Councillor 
Chris Doyle 

Town Council News

Councillor 
John Morgan 

Councillor profiles

An Apology from the Editorial Team
In the last issue of About Town, we published incorrectly the 

contact details for Bill Allport, Membership Secretary of the 
Huntingdon & Godmanchester Twinning Association. Bill’s 
address is 29 Rockingham Road, Sawtry, Huntingdon, PE28 5SQ.

Although we received very positive feedback about our 
centre-spread explanation of what the County, District and 
Town Councils do for you locally, we also have to apologise 
for two inaccuracies that we failed to edit before the magazine 
went to print.

Regarding Bus Shelters, please note that the provision and 

maintenance of these locally is a District and not a Town 
Council service. 

In respect of Housing, Huntingdonshire District Council no 
longer manages housing or maintenance of Council houses. 
Responsibility for this was transferred to the organisation 
we now know as Luminus in March 2000. Huntingdonshire 
District Council do provide Disabled Facility Grants and 
Repairs Assistance Loans/Grants. Residential Care is a County 
Council responsibility.

Apologies for any misunderstanding caused.

Councillor Chris Doyle 

I was born in Shropshire on a small mixed farm and attended a ‘new’ 
Secondary Modern school. I never had much interest in being a farmer, 

so completed a Post Office telephone technicians apprenticeship, then 
joined the Royal Navy. I served in the Fleet Air Arm, working with anti-
submarine helicopters and the Sea Harrier jump jet, and seeing service in 
HMS Hermes during the Falklands Conflict. On leaving the navy I got a 
job with a scientific instrument maker in Cambridge (a company formed 
by Charles Darwin’s son, Horace) and moved to Huntingdon.

Being brought up in a small rural community I have always believed 
that I should put something back into the community in which I live.
During my years in Huntingdon I have been involved with many groups 
and organisations, including:
• Governor of Hartford Junior School (Chair for some of that time) 
• Member of the Town Centre Management Group 
• Church Warden at All Saints, Hartford 
• Stage Manager and Trustee of Shakespeare at the George 
• Founder member of Pantomime ‘89. 
• Member of Huntingdon Drama Club

In 1997 a good friend and I opened Music & Technology, a Tandy 
dealership, also selling musical instruments. During this time it was not 
unusual to see radio controlled cars rushing round the pavements!

Having enjoyed the customer-facing role so much I started working as a 
barman at the Barley Mow in Hartford, then became Assistant Manager at 
the George Hotel. I found the job really satisfying, and it was very strange 
to see Shakespeare at the George from the other side! After nine months 
as Deputy Manager for a hotel in Suffolk I returned to this area and am 
now a self-employed computer consultant.

Having more free evenings, I stood for the Town Council in May 
last year and was delighted to be elected, especially as two Lib Dem 
colleagues were also elected, once again bringing healthy debate to 
the council chamber. As a Town Councillor I am also a trustee of the 
Commemoration Hall Charity and the Alms Houses and looking forward 
to the exciting future that both these charities are facing. Huntingdon in 
Bloom did very well last year and I look forward to being part of the team 
as we strive for Gold this year!

Councillors have to take a broad view of every situation, and try and 
balance conflicting needs and wishes, so it isn’t always possible to solve a 
problem in a way that pleases everyone. But listening to local people is a 
vital part of being a Councillor, so if you have a problem, please contact 
me. I’ll always listen and do my best to help.

John.morgan@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Councillor John Morgan 
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Jonty Bell, 
Chairman, Huntingdon  
Youth Town Council

Town Council News

I am 16 years old and have lived in the 
Huntingdonshire area my entire life. I moved 
from Godmanchester to Huntingdon when I was 
11. I have attended two schools; Godmanchester 
Primary and Hinchingbrooke School. I am now 
in the sixth form of Hinchingbrooke where I am 
currently studying History, Politics, Law and ICT.

While at Hinchingbrooke School I became 
interested in the councils and having an impact 
on student life. I joined the school council and 
also ran in a school mock election at the time of 
the 2005 general election with my party ‘Genesis’ 
and won by a substantial amount of votes. The 
teachers at the school saw my interest and asked 
if I was interested in joining the Huntingdon 
Youth Town Council where I have been a 
member for almost 4 years. I have been told that 
I do too much, as in addition with the Youth 
Council I was also a School Prefect in which I 
helped organise the school formal. 

I volunteered in the summer at Hinchingbrooke 
Park with my friend Douglas which was a very 
enjoyable experience and I also learnt a lot from 
the people who work there. I am in the Army 
Cadet Force, I joined almost two years ago with 
fellow Youth Councillor and good friend Laurence 
Kennedy and am still enjoying it immensely. 

I now work in Homebase Huntingdon, part-
time, as a sales advisor; it is an interesting job 
which I like very much. I plan to stay with the 
Youth Council until I leave for university after 
Sixth Form. I have been asked several times if I 
plan to go into politics and local Government as 
a job after Uni, something I have not yet decided. 

I like to live life to the fullest, spending 
as much time with my friends and family as 
possible, and try to engage in leisure activities 
such as regular gym attendance and walks in 
the country park. Although due to school and 
work I cannot do all the things I used to with 
my friends. I try to spend a lot of time with my 
girlfriend Kim but my sometimes hectic schedule 
means I have to sacrifice time with her, but being 
the understanding person she is, she knows how 
important these things are to me. I like to think 
that I have something to bring to any group 
or event I participate in and plan to bring a lot 
more in the future whether that is as an elected 
official or another capacity. 

Annual Town 
Meeting 2008
Huntingdon’s Annual Town Meeting took place at the 

Commemoration Hall, Huntingdon on Wednesday 7th May in the 
evening. Approximately forty people attended, representing a wide range 
of community groups and interests and were welcomed with an offering 
of refreshments on arrival by volunteers from the organisation PatCH 
(Performing Arts at the Commemoration Hall).

The Mayor of Huntingdon, Cllr Jennifer Sarabia, welcomed everyone 
to the annual meeting of electors of the town and apologies were 
received from a number of individuals unable to attend. The Mayor 
then presented an Annual Report from the Council, detailing the main 
activities and achievements of the Council during the local government 
year 2007-8. The full report is available on our website at www.
huntingdontown.gov.uk.

Terry Downing, Chairman of the Huntingdon Commemoration 
Hall Charity, then reported to the meeting for the first time on behalf 
of the Management Board for the Hall. He referred to changes in 
the Governance arrangements implemented in August 2006 and the 
continued generous support in finance and management of the Hall 
provided by Huntingdon Town Council. 

Trustees faced a number of challenges and had appointed working 
parties to address these, which included obtaining grants for both 
capital and revenue investment in the Hall; promotion of the Hall; and 
the practical day to day management and finance of the premises. Mr 
Downing was confident that the Trustees’ strong skills set was robust 
enough to meet these challenges and encouraged local people to 
approach him for a copy of the Board’s Business Plan. He mentioned 
the performing arts programme, which he considered a valuable tool for 
bringing people into the Hall. Funding had been obtained to improve 
facilities to help the Hall compete as a community venue with other 
premises locally and hiring fees had been re-structured for community 
and commercial use. Booking levels were healthy and had increased by 
27% between June 2006 and 2007. He ended by saying “Live theatre 
brings communities together. Arts are key to the soul of our community. 
Why should arts only be available to people who can only afford to 
travel to Cambridge & London?,” which was met with a round of 
applause.

People of the town then had an opportunity to ask questions of the 
Mayor and Committee Chairmen. There was a clear concern about a lack 
of available parking space in the town and a lively discussion took place 
on how this could be resolved. A group of young people from FUSION 
spoke about the youth organisation, which provides holiday activities 
for 8-18 year olds and asked the Council how much it was spending on 
youth activities. A resident expressed concern about the loss of green 
space in the town and what was considered a poor retail mix in a town 
with too many card shops and estate agents. There was some discussion 
about the extent to which such matters could be influenced by local 
councils, since national planning guidance and the free market were 
critical factors at play, regardless of local opinion. The meeting heard 
from a representative of the Riverside Users Group that their campaign 
to protect the Riverside continued and Chairman, Dudley Simons, 
asked the Council what was being done to ensure adequate allotments 
provision in future, paying tribute to the late Brian Smith, who had 
addressed the Council on the same topic last year. Finally, a resident 
asked the Council to campaign for a safe and suitably sized bus stop on 
Sallowbush Road.

Karen Cameron, Town Clerk
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The Mayor of Huntingdon, Cllr. Jennifer Sarabia held her 
Civic Charity Ball on Saturday 29th March 2008. The Ball, 

which was a tremendous success, was held at the Huntingdon 
Town Hall and had a ‘007 Casino Royale theme for the 
evening. The 115 guests were treated to a display of Lola cars 
on arrival; they also had the opportunity to sit in a Chrysler 
Stretched Limousine and a Bentley Continental to have their 
photographs taken before walking along a 25ft red carpet at 
the entrance. 

The evening consisted of 
a delicious 4-course dinner, 
supplied by Brice Catering. 
There was dancing to ‘After 
Dark’ in the assembly room, 
while a casino ran for the 
evening on the first floor. 
Martini cocktails were 
‘shaken not stirred’ in one 
of the two bars, while there 
were lots of opportunities 
to join in the fundraising 
with a ‘Diamonds are 
Forever draw’ Wheel of 
fortune, Raffle and Mayor’s 
personalised scratch cards. 

Cllr. Jennifer Sarabia was 
delighted to raise £1600 
over the course of the 
evening and would like to 
thank ALL the volunteers 
for their support and hard 

work! Cllr. Sarabia said ‘this will make such a difference to 
my 3 charities, which are the Huntingdon Volunteer Bureau, 
Gabriel Newton’s Educational Foundation and West Anglian 
Crossroads Caring for Carers. I was so impressed with the 
level of support I received from my family, Council staff 
and local businesses, which helped make the evening such 
a success. I wish I could name them all, but there are far too 
many!’

Cllr Jennifer Sarabia, Mayor of Huntingdon

Well, what a wonderful year it has been!  I have had the 
pleasure of meeting people of all ages over the last 

year, from Primary school children to a lady celebrating her 
100th Birthday.  I been fortunate to be able to visit many 
organisations, volunteer groups and local businesses and now 
have a real feeling of how ‘Huntingdon’ works.  Wherever I 
have visited, I have always been greeted with a warm welcome 
and a big smile. 

The first item on my agenda was to choose my charity 
for the year.  This was one of the hardest things for me as 
there are so many worthy causes.  I ended up choosing 3 
charities for the year and was pleased to be able to support the 
Huntingdon Volunteer Bureau, Gabriel Newton’s Educational 
Foundation and the West Anglia Crossroads, caring for carers, 
specifically supporting disadvantaged children in Huntingdon.

My fundraising promptly started with a ‘Raft Race’, kindly 
arranged for me by the Huntingdon Boat Club.  This was a 
fantastic time and such a lot of fun for my family, friends and 
colleagues, some of whom were on my team for the day.  I had 
so much fun cheering them on and was very proud when my 
team came 3rd place and won the bronze award, just being 
beaten by the RAF and the Boat Club.  Since then, I have had 
the pleasure to witness the membership of the Huntingdon 
Boat Club grow and hope this continues in the future.

I was very fortunate to have the support of The Rt. Hon. Sir 
John Major earlier this year, when he generously sponsored 
a writing competition for St. Peters and Hinchingbrooke 
Schools, followed by the Huntingdon Quest which ran for 
16 weeks and was a great success!  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Richard Meredith for all his hard work 

My Mayoral Year
and support.

Most recently, there was 
my Fundraising Annual 
Civic ball.  This had a ‘007 
Casino Royale’ theme for 
the evening and was another 
great success.  The 115 guests 
attending had a terrific time 
and with their help I was 
able to raise over £1600 at 
this event for my charities.  
Many thanks to Carpets 4 
Less, Lola Cars, Cars for Stars 
Peterborough, Smiths Metal Centres, Hilton Meats, PaTCH and 
everyone else who supported this.

During my year I have been lucky enough to support 
‘Huntingdon in Bloom’ and their new ‘One Railway Initiative’, 
I wish them every success in the summer!  I have been very 
proud to have a Mayoral Cadet this year, Alex Worlding.   Alex 
and the rest of the Sea Cadets have done a terrific job!  Our 
new Mace Bearer, Tim Alban has had a very good first year 
and I am sure he will be a great success for years to come.  I 
would like to say a big thank you to Rev. Andrew Milton, my 
Chaplain this year; Andrew has done an excellent job.  Finally, 
I would like to give a very big thank you to the Town Council 
caretakers and staff for all their support; they have all worked 
above and beyond their duties.

Good luck to the next Mayor, I hope your year is as happy 
as mine has been!

Cllr. Jennifer Sarabia.

Mayor’s Civic Charity Ball

(Above) Having a Ball. (Top right) The Mayor, Escort, Deputy Mayor and Mayoress with Macebearer. (Bottom Right) Tim Alban 
and Roy Chandler(Shaken not stirred).

Town Council News
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 … a way to meet new people
… a way to get more involved in your 

local community 
… a way to develop new skills

… a way to use your time and skills for the 
benefit of others

WANT TO KNOW HOW?

Come to the

Volunteers Week
Celebration Day 

at Saxongate, Huntingdon 
on Saturday 7th June 2008 10am-2pm

to meet volunteers and staff 
from local organisations

and find out how you can get involved.
Or phone Huntingdon Volunteer Bureau on

01480 414766
Make volunteering a worthwhile part of your life.

The annual business meeting between 
Huntingdon and it’s twinned towns was hosted 

in Szentendre, Hungary at the end of February. 
Huntingdon was this year represented by the 

Deputy Mayor, Cllr. Saeed Akthar. Twinning 
Chairman, Malcolm Lyons was also present along 
with Deputy Mayor of Godmanchester, Cllr. Colin 
Hyams. Other representatives from Salon and 
Wertheim were also present.

The meeting is a chance for all the twinning 
members to discuss and agree what events and 
which twinning town will host the event. The 
delegates agreed on a music festival in Salon 
in May and a major Sporting tournament in 
September to be staged in Szentendre. Children 
from local schools, including Huntingdon will be 
given the opportunity to qualify and then compete 
in the finals.

One of the other topics that was discussed was a 
brand new website that will give information about 
the four twinned towns (Huntingdon, Szentendre, 
Salon De Provence and Wertheim). The delegates 
viewed and commented on draft versions of the 

Twinning Association business meeting

Pictured above: Deputy 
Mayor Huntingdon, Cllr. 
Saeed Akthar, Twinning 
Chairman Malcolm 
Lyons ,Deputy Mayor 
of Godmanchester, Cllr. 
Colin Hyams and The 
Mayor of Szentendre....

website which will allow 
visitors to choose which 
language they would like 
to view the site in, read 
about each town and 
look at the events diary. 
The website should be 
fully operational in the 
not so distant future.

Szentendre is a 
beautiful town and is 
famous for its museums 
(most notably the Open-
Air Ethnographical Museum), galleries, and artists. 
Due to its picturesque appearance and easy rail and 
river access, it has become a popular destination 
for tourists staying in Budapest and there are many 
shops and restaurants catering for these visitors.

If you are interested in finding out more about 
Huntingdon’s twinned towns, please visit the 
current site www.hgta-online.co.uk

Cllr Saeed Akthar, 
Deputy Mayor of Huntingdon

If you drive up St Peters’ Road on a 
regular basis, you won’t have failed 

to notice the roadworks and traffic 
signals which are temporarily there 
whilst a new shared use pedestrian and 
cyclepath is under construction. 

The route of the new dual-purpose 
facility extends from the junction of 
Kings Ripton Road along the entire 
length of St Peter’s Road and continues 
to the junction of Rowan Close with 
Ermine Street. Existing footpaths are 
being widened and the road narrowed 
to varying degrees and the scheme 
includes safety measures such as traffic 
signals at the junction of Redwongs Way 
and St Peters Road and advanced cycle 
stop lines at signalised junctions.

With costs originally estimated 
at £125,000, it is hoped that new 
pedestrian and cycle routes like the one 
on St Peter’s Road will help reduce the 

St Peters Road Shared Use Pedestrian and Cycleway
adverse impact of traffic in our town, 
maximise accessibility to jobs and 
services and help improve the health 
and wellbeing of people across the 
whole community. Emma Murden of 
Cambridgeshire County Council’s West 
Highways Division said the scheme was 
part of overall network improvements in 
Huntingdon & Godmanchester, linking 
residential, commercial and industrial 
areas as will as serving the secondary 
school. As shiftwork was a feature of the 
industrial area at St Peters, improved 
lighting would ensure increased safety 
for shiftworkers using the new cycle & 
footpaths and encourage less use of the 
car as a means of transport.

The Huntingdon & Godmanchester 
Transport Strategy identified that 6% 
of all journeys were made by bike in 
Huntingdon, which is slightly below 
the average for market towns in 

Cambridgeshire. It was suggested that 
the lack of cycle facilities and cycle 
routes might be a contributing factor 
to this. New facilities like the St Peter’s 
Road one are intended to meet the 
broad objective of “sustainable transport 
& access arrangements that enhance 
the economy of the towns, promote the 
wellbeing of residents and visitors and 
which integrate with wider transport 
strategies”. Looks like its definitely time 
to get on your bike.

Town Council News
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Neighbourhood 
panel meetings
Successful Neighbourhood Policing is about effective two 

way communication between Neighbourhood Teams and 
the people who live and work in the neighbourhood. It is 
also about making sure residents are aware of who their local 
officer is and how to contact them.

Safer Neighbourhood Panel Meetings are set up to allow 
local residents to have an opportunity to have their say on 
how their community is policed and identify their priorities. 
The local officers attend the meetings and provide feedback 
as to how they have tackled the identified priorities for the 
previous three months. This is an ideal opportunity to meet 
your local officers and chat formally or informally to them. 

Attendance at these meetings is gradually improving but it 
would always be encouraging to see more people, especially 
young people. It is important that the younger generation 
have the opportunity to say what they would like to see too. I 
look forward to seeing you there! PS 1425 Becky Jones, 

Neighbourhood Policing Team, 0845 456456 4

The dates for the next Panel Meetings are as follows:

Huntingdon & District
Cromwell Park School 12/06/08 at 7.30 pm. 

Alconbury Primary School 09/09/08 at 7.30 pm.

Queen Elizabeth Hall, GMC 26/11/08 at 7.30 pm.

Oxmoor & Hartford 
Oak Tree Centre 19/06/08 at 7.30 pm

Oak Tree Centre 23/09/08 at 7.30 pm

Oak Tree Centre 04/12/08 at 7.30pm

A project which has been five years in 
the making finally makes its debut 

on the waterways of Cambridgeshire 
today as St John Ambulance launch the 
Ladybird, Cambridgeshire’s very first 
care boat.

In 2003 Air Marshall Sir John 
Baird then Chair of the St John 
Council in Cambridgeshire paid a 
visit to the Nottinghamshire St John 

Launch of the Ladybird

Ambulance river boat project. Sir John 
was so impressed with the service 
that it was giving to the disabled 
and disadvantaged members of the 
Nottinghamshire community he vowed 
to make sure that Cambridgeshire would 
also be able to offer the same service. 

It has taken five years to raise the 
funding, design, build and test the 
purpose built Ladybird care boat which 

is being launched today by Sir John’s 
wife Lady Baird.

Head of Cambridgeshire St John 
Ambulance, Commander Ivan Palmer 
MBE said, “We are all extremely excited 
by this innovative new project. St 
John Ambulance in Cambridgeshire is 
constantly expanding its services to the 
community and in so many different 
ways, the Ladybird Care boat is an 
example of our commitment to this 
continued expansion”.

The Ladybird, which will be based at 
Hartford Marina, will be staffed entirely 
by volunteers and trips along the River 
Ouse will commence within the next 
two weeks, the trips will be offered to 
disabled and disadvantaged groups and 
organisations in Cambridgeshire. For 
further information on the Ladybirds 
services contact Mark Overland on 
07815 767565.

Mark Overland, St John Ambulance, 
Cambridgeshire

Over the summer 
the Cromwell 

Museum will have a 
range of activities as 
well as showing some 
fascinating prints 
that tell the story of 
the Civil War – from 
the King’s point of 
view.

On Saturday 12th 
July there will be 
a traditional 17th 
century day for all 
the family. Tales 
will be told, games 
will be played, and 
nursery rhymes sung! 
This will be followed 
in the evening by 

a Bewitching Walk of Huntingdon, led by Mistress Goody 
Burder who will help us all step back in time. Come along 
and join in the fun.

From 5th August the Museum’s exhibition will be all about 
the Death and Funeral of Oliver Cromwell which happened 
350 years ago this year. On Saturday 9th August a 17th 
century doctor will visit the Museum to Cromwell’s last 
illness and the treatments he might have been given. Please 
note that this demonstration will involve live bloodsucking 
leeches and may upset those of a squeamish disposition.

To find out more call in at the Museum and pick up a 
leaflet or look at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/cromwell 

Summer events at the 
Cromwell Museum
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Following the success of last year’s 
Four Pint Raft Racing Event, 
Huntingdon Boat Club has this 

year teamed up with Huntingdon 
Town Council and Hinchingbrooke 
Rotary Club to create Huntingdon’s 
Riverside Gala to be hosted this 
summer. 

The event, taking place on Saturday 
June 7th 2008, will combine the ever 
delightful Hinchingbrooke Rotary Club’s 
‘Teas in the Trees’ experience with the 
success of the Four Pint Raft racing and 
promises to create a day of fun and 
splendor for all. A host of community 
displays in the arena will keep families 
entertained while they wander amongst 
the many brightly decorated static 
carnival floats designed to the day’s 
theme of ‘Countries of the World’. 

The local community can be involved 
in many ways this year. We are 
actively seeking community clubs and 
entertainers to come and display in 
the arena and stalls are still vacant for 
local charities or businesses to promote 
awareness or to sell their goods at this 
summer’s wonderful community event. 
Commercial stalls are available from 

‘Teas in the Trees’ or ‘Rivals 
on the River’ this summer?
Huntingdon’s Riverside Gala 2008

£60 and charity stalls from 
£15. Charities, Schools and 
businesses are also encouraged 
to join in the fun by booking and 
decorating a static float to compete in 
this year’s carnival competition.

If you think you would like to have a 
go at raft racing this year then why not 
enter your team of friends or colleagues 
into the hilarity by booking a raft to 
compete? This event was a huge success 
last year and welcomes anyone who 
would like a day of fun and banter on 
the river to take on the challenge.

Whether you wish to join the 
splendour of this summer occasion by 
entering a carnival float, displaying 
your skills in the arena, raft racing on 
a raft made from milk bottles or simply 

coming to enjoy Teas in the Trees and 
the festivities on the day we very much 
look forward to welcoming you.

For further information please email 
your interest to huntingdonriversidegala
@yahoo.co.uk or call Katie Mussell 
on 07826 523440, or leave a message 
at Huntingdon Boat Club on 01480 
456963.

coming to enjoy Teas in the Trees and 

£60 and charity stalls from 

Moor in Bloom 2008 was launched at Thongsley Fields 
School, Huntingdon on Thursday 20 March. Despite 

the winter conditions there were a number of attendees 
from throughout the community including The Mayor of 
Huntingdon, Cllr Jennifer Sarabia, Reg Wilcox, Chairman of 
Moor in Bloom, Luminus Group representatives, Lorraine 
Wallis, Tracey Stone and Tracey Croucher, Jill Tavener, 
Chairperson for Oxmoor Community Action Group, PCs 
Mark Barry and Sue Goddard, Diane Lane from Oxmoor 
Opportunity Partnership and Cllr Chris Osborn, who 
represents the North Ward for Huntingdon Town Council.

Luminus Group are sponsoring Moor in Bloom for the 
second year running and Group Chief Executive, Chan 
Abraham said:

“Luminus are delighted to once again sponsor Moor 
in Bloom 2008. The investment by the community into 
improving the local environment will continue to assist with 
the regeneration of Oxmoor for which Luminus has been 
recognised by being awarded the UK Housing Excellence 
Award for Sustaining and Regenerating Neighborhoods on 
Oxmoor. We look forward to providing continued support for 
this worthwhile event”. 

To celebrate the launch and in recognition of 2007’s 

Moor in Bloom 2008

success of achieving a silver award, Huntingdonshire District 
Council (HDC) donated a red cherry tree and this was planted 
in the grounds of Thongsley Fields School. The event also 
acknowledged the great contribution by Thongsley school’s 
ECO warriors, gardeners and the Luminus Junior Wardens. 
Paul Smith of HDC prepared the ground and planted the tree, 
whilst the children replaced the soil. Cllr Jennifer Sarabia and 
Rachel Myer, Head Teacher of Thongsley Fields School put the 
final touches and sent their good wishes for Moor in Bloom 
2008. Contributed by Jill Tavener,

Oxmoor Community Action Group
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Huntingdon in 
Bloom Competitions
Entry form 2008

 First Name:

 Surname:

 Full Address:

 Postcode:

 Telephone Number:

Categories (please indicate)

 Front Garden 

 Neighbourhood Display (give numbers and road name) 

 Retail/Commercial/Public Premises/Public House/ Hotel 

 School/Young People’s project

Please return to the Secretary, Huntingdon in Bloom, Erin 
House, Church Street, Woodhurst, Huntingdon, Cambs PE28 
3BN by 9 June. 

Judging will take place in the week of 23 June. All front 
gardens and neighbourhood displays are judged from a 
public path or road.

Long term planting is as important as seasonal flowers 
for “In Bloom” – it is not just about flowers! This year’s 
Huntingdon in Bloom was launched on 14th March, 

when two willow trees were planted by the river at Hartford 
by Huntingdon MP Jonathan Djanogly and Mayor, Cllr 
Jennifer Sarabia. Now is the ideal time to think about entering 
one of the Huntingdon in Bloom competitions. Anyone living 
in Huntingdon is eligible to enter and, as well as trophies, the 
winners will receive vouchers to spend at local garden centres.

The categories are: Front Gardens, Neighbourhood Displays 
(for small or large numbers of houses entering together) and 
Commercial Enterprises. Closing date is 9 June with judging 
taking place in the week of 23 June

The garden or area doesn’t have to be large and you are 
only limited in what you do by your imagination. Last year’s 
entries provided a real variety of styles, and it is hoped that 
the standard is just as high this year. So if you have a garden 
or a display you are proud of complete the entry form below 
and get it back to us. Judging will take place in the summer, 
when hopefully all the displays will be at their best. 

The Huntingdon in Bloom organisers still also have four 
more spaces available for Huntingdon businesses to sponsor 
a pair of hanging baskets at the town’s railway station. The 
cost is £160 for a double basket which will be in place for 
three years with publicity of sponsorship at the station and (if 
agreed) in press releases and our portfolio. 

For more information contact Peter Jackson on 01487 
822591 or email anncolbert@clara.net. 

Huntingdon in Bloom

Win money every month
Switch ON! Support Your Lights

The 500 Club is an exciting and innovative way to 
support Huntingdon’s Christmas Lights Appeal. Brought 

to you by Huntingdon Town Partnership (HTP), you can join 
by buying tickets at just £2 a month for a minimum of 6 or 12 
months. Members then have the chance of winning monthly 
prizes for first, second and third prize. With a maximum of 500 
members in the Club, that makes the chances of winning a 
great deal better than the National Lottery or Premium Bonds! 
And you can buy more than one ticket.

It costs over £15,000 to stage Huntingdon’s Christmas Lights 
and Big Switch On event every year – and that’s not including 
any new lights. The support from the 500 Club will help raise 
the funds needed to stage the Christmas Lights as well as 
giving you a chance to win a pot of money each month. 

“The Christmas Lights 500 Club is a great way to help raise 
the £15,000 plus that we need every single year to ensure we 
continue to have Christmas lights in Huntingdon. This year 
we have the additional costs of testing the bolts and wires so 
please help us raise this money and be a part of the Big Switch 
On,” said HTP manager Katy Sismore.

Join in the 500 Club now by downloading a form from the 
website, or contacting Town Partnership Manager on 01480 
450250, katy@huntingdontp.co.uk or www.huntingdontownpa
rtnership.co.uk.

Huntingdon Christmas 
Lights 500 Club
Huntingdon Christmas 

Community News
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Huntingdonshire 
Community Group 
(HCG) formed 

a year ago in January 
2007 with 40-50 people, 
primarily of African origin 
attending monthly meetings.

Members had the opportunity to meet with local 
government officers such as Diane Lane, a Neighbourhood 
Manager for Oxmoor, and employed by Cambridgeshire 
County Council working for Oxmoor Opportunity 
Partnership. With help from Diane, training was provided for 
the group. English Classes were made available to non-English 
speakers and three people from the HCG management 
committee were given the chance to join a course called 
“Community in Context”. Consisting of three units: 
“Understanding Individuals and Community”, “Government 
and Community Development” and “Consultation and 
Research in Community Development”, the course both 
motivated and strengthened the management team. 

HCG has become the main umbrella group that works in 
Partnership with the Oxmoor Community Action Group 
(OCAG) and other organisations such as Advice for Life, 
Huntingdonshire Diversity Forum, the Open Out Scheme, 
Huntingdonshire Community Partnership, the Primary Care 
Trust etc.

The group now attracts over 100 people and has been 
extended to cover everyone in the community, including 
migrant workers and new families from the Eastern European 
countries. 

We organise some workshops such as migration, how to 
find a job, discrimination and understanding Police work in 

the United Kingdom. 
Please note:
• Our Information Drop 

In Centre runs every 
Sunday from 16:00hrs 
to 20:00hrs at the 
Medway Centre, 
Medway Road, 
Huntingdon 

• Come along and 
register for African 
Dancing classes led by Tsui-anna. 

• Meet us at Unity in The Community. Organised by The 
Diversity Forum Huntingdonshire, this will be held at 
St.Peters School on 28th June 2008. Everyone in the 
community is invited including Kids, young people, 
disabled, Old aged people etc, come along and have some 
fun, world food, music and dancing. 

• HCG now has an office at the Medway Centre. Volunteers 
working alongside all organisations and agencies providing 
information at the Drop-In use it. The Open Out Scheme 
organised by Anne-Marie Waterston has trained some 
members who could now be trusted in the community to 
report Hate Crimes in confidence, so don’t suffer in silence 
report it.

• HCG working with OCAG on the Moor in Bloom project 
will be demonstrating some of their activities to the judges 
in July whilst the Medway User Groups will also exhibiting 
some of their activities. You are invited to come along and 
watch for free!
For more information contact us on huntingdoncommunity

group@yahoo.co.uk or telephone Patrick on 07752 552204 

Huntingdonshire Community Group

Huntingdonshire Music School
Did you know that a fantastic music 

school is to be found on your 
doorstep? 

Huntingdonshire Music School takes 
place every Saturday during term time 
and is based at the Regional College in 
Huntingdon. Some lessons also take 
place during weekday evenings. Nearly 
400 students, ranging in age from 4 to 
86, learn to sing or play instruments in a 
fun and friendly atmosphere. The Music 
School has been in existence for over 40 
years yet many people do not realise that 
it is there for everyone to enjoy. 

Gary Sieling, the Musical Director, 
describes it as the “happiest music school 
in the world”, and a visit to the Saturday 
morning session will show you a bunch 
of people of all ages, backgrounds 
and musical experience, having fun 
and making music. From individual 
instrument and voice tuition, through 
theory and aural lessons and finally to 
the ensembles and bands, everyone finds 
something to suit their musical needs and 
aspirations. The bands and ensembles 

cover all musical 
aspects, from 
woodwind to brass; 
Rock Band to Big 
Band and students 
can join the ones 
best suited to their 
musical ability.

The bands are 
often asked to play 
for local events and are always happy to 
do so whenever possible. Please contact 
Gary Sieling for more information.

Every year the Music School sets out on 
a summer tour. In 2006 it was Germany 
and Euro Disney. In 2007 we went to 
Austria and this year we are going to the 
Isle of Man. Taking part in these tours 
is enjoyed by performers and supporters 
alike and a fun time is had by all! 

Students have the opportunity to 
take AB exams each term, and the pass 
rate is extremely high. 24 students 
entered for the April examinations and 
all passed, many with distinctions and 
merits. This is especially useful for those 

students hoping to study music in higher 
education, but is also a valuable yardstick 
for those who just play for their own 
pleasure. 

Would you like more information 
about Huntingdonshire Music School? If 
you would like a prospectus, an informal 
chat about the facilities available, or to 
arrange a tour of the Saturday morning 
school, please contact Gary Sieling on 
01480 379220. 

Gary will be happy to answer any 
questions about the Music School or 
about participation by our students in 
your local events. Or take a look at our 
website: www.humsa.org.uk

Community News
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Apparently a lot of people pray. And I don’t 
mean just people who worship in Church or 

in a Mosque or a Gudwara, or wherever, regularly. 
There are statistics showing that significant numbers 
of people, who would not necessarily dream of 
being part of an organised religion, say prayers, 
either at times of crisis or on a regular basis. Many 
people have said to me that although they do not 
come to Church they do like to say their prayers. I 
hope all this is true because I think that prayer is a 
wonderful and important thing.

We have to watch out, though, because prayer can 
sometimes be dangerous. A man with a very bad 
temper once sincerely and wholeheartedly prayed 
for his temper to leave him. From that day it got 
considerably worse, and it took him a long time to 
realise that the answer to his prayer was to give him 
lots of extra opportunities for him to practice acting 
in a different way! If prayer is answered, which I 
believe it is, then we need to be sure about whatever 
we are asking for.

Prayers are said by a variety of people in all sorts 
of different places for our town of Huntingdon. In 
the Churches for which I have responsibility prayers 
are often said for members of our Town Council, 
our District and County Councillors and our local 
MP as well as for all who live and visit this place. 
In All Saints’ Church in the Market Square, specific 
prayers are said for this locality on the first Tuesday 
of every month at 12.15pm for half-an-hour. I pray 
that this town may be one where people enjoy 
living, where there is a real sense of community and 
where people’s real needs are met. And if you do 
pray, then please remember to say a prayer for all 
who live in our town.

Andrew Milton
Team rector and Mayor’s Chaplain

A message from 
the Team Rector

Relaunch at Huntingdon 
Freemen’s Charity

This year sees the fifteenth anniversary of the creation of this local 
charity, when the High Court handed over the assets of the former 

Huntingdon Freemen’s organisations. The new Charity’s remit was to 
use the income from the land and investments given to it to the benefit 
of all the residents of Huntingdon (defined as the Huntingdon Town 
Council area). 

Over 15 years a total of over £5 million has been spent on 
organisations varying from Hinchingbrooke hospital to the Olympic 
Gym, from schools to church halls, plus thousands of individuals who 
have received grants both large and small. 

To give a more detailed account of their activities and to explain how 
to apply for grants, a leaflet about the Charity and its work has been 
updated and relaunched. With the generous support of Huntingdon 
Town Council, your copy of the leaflet about your charity is included in 
this issue of About Town. Ted Bocking,

Chairman of the Trustees, June 2008

A grand total from The Freemen’s Charity. Back row: Richard Hough; Jon Hampstead; Laine Kadic; 
Brian Bradshaw. Front row: Mike Bloomfield; Ted Bocking (Chairman, Freemen’s Charity); James Fell.

Funding for FUSION has ended and 
the outcome of the following 3 
funding bids is awaited:-

LPSA 
(County Council)

£210,000 
for 3 years

Hunts District Council
Play Strategy

£60,000 
over 3 years

Basic Command Unit
(Police)

£45,000 
over 3 years

We won’t hear about these bids until 
late April ‘08. FUSION costs around 
£7,000 per week it runs. We hope 
to raise funding to keep the project 
running, and the whole FUSION team 
is working hard to raise the profile and 
need for the project. It is essential that 
young people have somewhere safe 
with positive activities during times 
when boredom levels can be at the 
highest.

If anyone can help in anyway please 
get in contact with Huntingdon Youth 
Centre 01480 375030.

late April ‘08. FUSION costs around 
£7,000 per week it runs. We hope 
to raise funding to keep the project 
running, and the whole FUSION team 
is working hard to raise the profile and 
need for the project. It is essential that 
young people have somewhere safe 
with positive activities during times 
when boredom levels can be at the 
highest.

get in contact with Huntingdon Youth 

Fusion takes place for five weeks 
during the school holidays every year 

at Coneygear Park & Huntingdon Youth 
Centre hosting up to 150 young people 
aged 8-18 each day, for over 150 hours 
of activities.

Anti social behaviour locally has been 
reduced during the school holidays 
since the scheme started three years 
ago. “It keeps us off the streets” says 
14 year-old Luke, “before Fusion 
started, we didn’t have anywhere to 
go, we were bored and got in trouble 
with the Police, but now everyone 
comes to Fusion”. Fusion encourages 
young people to volunteer to help run 
the holiday scheme. Over 20 young 
volunteers support Fusion staff, and are 
working towards their Cambridgeshire 
Youth Award. 

A Youth Advisory Committee makes 

decisions about Fusion and Huntingdon 
Youth Centre. Last spring, members re-
designed the back-room at Huntingdon 
Youth Centre into a Juice Bar with 
illuminated palm trees.

Fusion is delivered by Cambridgeshire 
County Council’s Huntingdon 
Locality Team, in partnership with 
Oxmoor Opportunities, Luminus 
Group, the Police, Huntingdonshire 
District Council, Dhiverse, Drinksense, 
DialDrugLink and many others. Fusion 
is funded by Surestart, the Youth 
Bank, the Police, Huntingdon Town 
Council, Freemans, Fire Service and 
the Community Safety Partnership; 
however we would welcome any 
funding or support to make sure 
Fusion continues. Please contact Steph 
Webb on 01480 375030 or stephanie.
webb@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Huntingdon Fusion
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Stageworks Summer 
School 2008

Following the success of their sell-
out performance of 42nd Street, 

Spotlight Productions were delighted 
when a local company agreed to be 
their sponsor.

Nippy Industries of Abbots Ripton 
provide high quality production rigging 
services to the entertainment industry, 
working alongside many famous bands 
and West End Theatre’s.

Steven Williams Managing Director 
said “I was astounded at the quality of 
Spotlight Productions last show 42nd 
Street and the level of professionalism, 
commitment and enthusiasm 
demonstrated by both the cast and 
crew. I felt that as a Community Youth 
Theatre they were something special. I 
wanted to create as many opportunities 
as possible for these talented young 

A Sponsor for Spotlight
people, to enable them to continue to 
deliver high quality musical theatre to 
the local community. Nippy Industries 
is therefore delighted to be associated 
to the Group as their official Sponsor.”

The group has just finished 
auditioning over 140 young people 
who all wished to take part in their 
next production “Back to the 80’s” 
to be performed at Hinchingbrooke 
Performing Arts Centre in April 2009.

Spotlight Productions would like 
to take this opportunity of thanking 
Nippy Industries for their sponsorship 
and everyone who came to support the 
last show.

For further information on Spotlight 
Productions please visit our web-site 
www.spotlight-theatre.co.uk or e-mail 
info@spotlight-theatre.co.uk 

Stageworks Summer Schools provide the perfect activity course for 
youngsters who enjoy the performing arts. The challenge is to produce 
a show to perform at the end of the week. This year’s show will be 
Mulan – a stage production of the Disney animated musical which is an 
ancient Chinese tale of a girl who disguises herself as a man to fight 
on behalf of her father, with the help of a misfit dragon Mushu. Family 
and friends are invited to see the performance at the end of the week.

The children will have the opportunity to be involved in all aspects 
of the production – acting, singing and dancing and auditions for 
all the roles are held at the beginning of the week and everybody 
is given help and encouragement to audition (if they want to). The 
course is for children aged from 6 – 14 and is open to non-members of 
Stageworks too. The day starts at 9.00am and finishes at 5.00pm but 
there is an earlier drop off time of 8.30am and a later collection time 
of 5.30pm for working parents.

There are four different weeks to chose from and the cost of the 
course is £130.00 for the week. The price also includes a t-shirt for 
every child to keep as a memento of the week and seats for family 
members to see the show. 
The dates are as follows:

Week 1 28th July – 1st August Stageworks Studios, Buckden

Week 2 4th – 8th August St Ivo Recreation Centre, St Ives

Week 3 11th – 15th August Stageworks Studios, Buckden

Week 4 18th – 22nd August Stageworks Studios, Buckden

This will be the tenth year that Stageworks have held summer 
schools in this area and the children are fully supervised at all times 
with all members of staff fully CRB checked and covered by insurance. 
Places are strictly limited.

If you would like more information or you would like to book a place 
on one of the weeks, please contact Stageworks on 01480 812626 or 
visit their website at www.stageworksstudio.co.uk

 June 7th Jazz Beens (at the Riverside Park) 

 June 14th Huntingdonshire 
Music School (HuMs)

 June 21st Slightly Chilled
 June 28th Fenland Feetwarmers
 July 5th Savoy New Orleans 

Parade Band
 July 12th Just Jazz
 July 19th Cambridge City Brass Band
 July 26th Somersham Town Band
 Aug 2nd Ouse Valley Jazz Band
 Aug 9th Just Four
 Aug 16th Caxton Swing
 Aug 23rd Savoy Jazz

Huntingdon Town Council

Outdoor Summer 
Performances 2008Performances 2008

Saturdays, 12.00-2.00pm, 
Chequers Court, Huntingdon 

Community News
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Do you care for 
someone?

We specialise in respite care for people of all ages in their 
own homes and in the community.  Services include 1:1 

support, palliative, emergency and Group Care.  

We require Support Workers within your area. Ongoing 
career development with flexible hours. If you would like 

more information on services or are interested in joining us, 
please contact.

0845 241 0954 care@westangliacrossroads.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1091522      Company No. 4379948 

WEST ANGLIA
CROSSROADS

Caring for carers, sharing the load

In April this year, Huntingdon Town Council was proud to 
note a combined 105 years of service to your local council 

by staff members Jenni Jones, Lesley Rayner, Chris Cowles, 
Dennis Smith & David Page. A modestly average working life 
is 40-45 years and although this is getting longer for us all 
today, it is an outstanding personal achievement for these 
staff members to have served both twenty and twenty five 
years with the one employer.

Jenni Jones joined the Council in 1982, having served the 
District Council from 1974 as Clerical Officer in Pensions and 
a typist and Secretary in Housing and Environmental Health. 
The Offices of the Council were in Castle Hill House at that 
time. In 1982, Margaret Thatcher was Prime Minister. The 
first hand held computer was two years away; the World Wide 
Web would wait eight years before its creation and noone had 
even heard of Microsoft Windows.

Today, as Administration Manager and Mayor’s Secretary 
in a team expanded from two to six personnel, Jenni’s duties 
are varied and numerous. She is the organisation and labour 
behind the Council’s Civic events, which are much praised by 
the large number of guests and area dignitaries who attend. 
She maintains a diary that’s not for the faint hearted for the 
Mayor and as if that wasn’t enough, she also manages the 
Council’s 170 allotment plots as well as the bookings and 
invoicing administration for the Commemoration Hall. Her 
twenty five years with the Council have moulded her a skilled 
diplomat and she is a valuable and speedy source of reference 
for information at the Council. 

Lesley Rayner joined the Council in June 1987, working 
eight hours per week as a Wages/Accounts Clerk. She came 
highly recommended by Carter Jonas Chartered Surveyors, 
in whose service she had been employed for 10 years prior to 

Long Service at 
Huntingdon Town Council

that. As a full time employee since 1994, she is responsible for 
the administration of the Councils financial accounts, salaries 
for Council’s staff, managing the bank accounts and ensuring 
prompt payment of invoices from and to the Council. In 
addition, she is administrator for the Council’s cemeteries at 
Primrose Lane, North Street & Priory Road. In 1986, a first 
class stamp cost five pence and today the same service costs 
32 pence. Although her job description makes no reference 
to it, she is a highly reliable and enthusiastic proof reader for 
the Council’s community magazine, About Town. 

Chris Cowles was appointed a full time Assistant 
Groundsman to the Town Council in August 1987 with 
experience in farmwork and landscape gardening. By October 
of the same year he had been promoted to full Groundsman. 
1987 was the year that weather forecaster Michael Fish 
underestimated the strength of hurricane winds that hit the 
South of England and which probably caused some alarm in 
Huntingdon’s Parks that very month. During his long years 
of service with the Council he has been chiefly responsible 
for the Council’s grass cutting operations and has brought 
both initiative and labour to larger projects undertaken by 
the Council such as the development of parks, play areas and 
cemeteries in the town. The team of three groundstaff he 
joined in 1987 has now doubled in size and his dedication to 
provision of  parks, sports areas, play areas and other leisure 
facilities in the town adds a quality of life immeasurable to 
Huntingdon’s residents and visitors.

The same can be said for Parks Manager, Dennis Smith & 
Cemeteries Supervisor, David Page, whose 20th anniversaries 
with the Council fell most recently in April this year. A 
keen vintage car enthusiast and renovator, David is looking 
forward to spending his long service award of £200 on a 
compressor for his workshop. Both employees have added 
value to their roles as groundsmen with their experience in 
machinery repairs throughout their year of service. Dennis 
in particular has seen enormous change in his role, which 
now involves a great deal more inspection and desk work in 
addition to his outdoor activity.

Huntingdon Town Council, whilst being able to take a 
small credit for retaining these long serving members of 
staff through three decades, still owes them an incalculable 
debt for their support, service, dedication and input. A small 
ceremony is planned for presentations by the Mayor of long 
service awards & congratulations.

Pictured behind, left to right, David Page & Lesley Rayner 
and in front, Jenni Jones & Dennis Smith.

Community News
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Midsummer in Huntingdon 
brings the Annual 

production of Shakespeare at the 
George.  There can be very few 
settings which are equipped to 
provide a Shakespearian evening 
which proves so popular year on 
year.

The 2008 production is a comedy, 
“The Winter’s Tale.  The play belongs 
with Shakespeare’s other last plays Pericles, Cymbeline and 
The Tempest. Performances take place from Tuesday 24th 
June to Saturday 5th July inclusive with the exception of 
Sunday 29th June.

Tickets, price £10.50 and £12.50, are already in great 
demand so early booking is recommended by telephoning 
01480-432444 or 0771-699 3693.

Shakespeare at 
The George 2008

Refurbishment 
of Walden 

House, situated in 
Huntingdon’s Market 
Hill was completed 
in May by Clegg 
Developments. The 
property has been 
converted into six 
luxurious and spacious 
apartments, said to 
combine period elegance with modern sophistication.

Walden House is a 17th Century Grade II* Listed Building, 
originally the family home of Lionel Walden, who was 
the first Mayor of the Corporation of Mayor, Aldermen 
& Burgesses appointed under Charles I in 1630 and a 
contemporary of Oliver Cromwell’s.

Sensitively restored at a cost of over one 
million pounds, the property renovation works 
included the retention of many original features 
and the restoration of others using traditional 
materials and craftsmanship. The imposing 
facade of the building, which fronts directly 
onto the Market Square features stucco pillasters 
and swags restored or recreated from the 
original moulds.

Interior features such as historic hearths have 
been carefully restored to former glory and 
walls, ceilings and mouldings treated using 
authentic lime and lath or wattle and daub 
to match the original materials. For further 
information or to arrange a viewing contact 
Malcolm’s 01480 447457.

Walden House, 
Huntingdon
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Diversity Forum Huntingdonshire presents:
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Huntingdon 
Liaison Group 
The Huntingdon Liaison Group formed during 
2005 when the celebrations of Huntingdon 
800 were being organised. 

The Group’s aims are to support local 
groups including The Twinning Association; 
PatCH and Huntingdon Town Partnership 
along with support groups including, amongst 
others, MacMillan Cancer Care and Carers UK. 
The meetings help to keep in touch with one 
another, to learn what goes on in and around 
the town and to work on new ideas that 
may arise from the meetings which were not 
known to have existed before.

Anyone interested in Huntingdon and the 
Town are welcome to join the Group. The 
next meeting is at The Maple Centre on 21st 
July 2008 at 5.00 pm. 

Information may be obtained from either: 
Cllr Helen Mallett (Chairman) on 01480 52067 
or the Secretary, Graham Wilkinson 01480 
450948

Community News
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News from the schools

St John’s C E Primary 
School, Huntingdon

The Spring Term was a busy and 
successful one for the pupils of St 

John’s C E Primary School. We certainly 
crammed a lot into ten weeks!

January saw us start our Family 
Learning project, Count Me In, for the 
children in Class 3 and their parents/ 
carers. It is fantastic to see them working 
together each week to learn about fun 
mathematical activities at home. This 
was also the month when all of our key 
stage two children went to Ely Cathedral 

and Ely Museum and learnt about the 
church as a holy place and the civil war 
and Oliver Cromwell’s impact on our 
local area.

February saw the children raising 
money for the NSPCC with a sponsored 
circuit training. We also raised money for 
the library by having pancake races on 
the playground which was brilliant fun. 

In March, Class 3 visited Abbots 
Ripton for a ‘Cheer and Jeer’ day. This 
was fantastic! Children from both 
schools learnt about Easter and even 
recreated Palm Sunday with a real life 
donkey (actually a Shetland pony.) 
Class 4 also joined in an inter-school 

multi-skills sports competition at St 
Peter’s. In addition to this, all classes 
visited Waitrose and had a brilliant 
morning learning about different fruit 
and vegetables and how a supermarket 
worked. To finish off the term, we 
all had ‘egg ‘n’ spoon races’ on the 
playground which was lots and lots of 
fun.

We have had a great term and are 
looking forward to lots of fun and hard 
work in the summer. We always enjoy 
doing things in the local community 
and welcome anyone who wants to 
come and see the exciting things that we 
do at school.

National Year of Reading – 
St Peter’s School

Students at St Peter’s School in 
Huntingdon marked the start of 

National Year of Reading with a Book 
Week in March. After distributing 
vouchers for World Book Day on 6th 
March, Monday 10th March saw the 
school enjoying a visit from author 
Stewart Ross which was just the start of 
a whole week of activities based around 
Books. Every lunchtime the Library 
hosted a range of events including story-
telling with shadow puppets, a Book 
Swap and a Literary quiz. On Friday 
the school’s Diversity Club, led by EAL 
Teaching Assistant Karolina Bober, ran 
a Global Adventure Challenge. Other 
events and competitions took place all 
around the school. St Peter’s will be 
continuing celebrating National Year 
of Reading next term with a Read the 
Rainbow Challenge where students 
are being challenged to read books of 
different colours!

Hinchingbrooke School and Sports College continues to 
make improvements to further the education of young 

people in and around Huntingdon. One of the features of 
which we are especially proud, is our sixth form, which this 
year enrolled eighty-eight external students, along with the 
majority of the Hinchingbrooke GCSE graduates. A new head 
boy and head girl have recently been appointed, after a long 
and rigorous candidate selection involving interviews, hustings, 
set tasks to accomplish and student voting. One candidate 
likened the process to, “The Apprentice,” but was luckily not 
fired! Already these students, Toby Morris and Ewura-Adjowa 
Bossman are showing visitors the school and assisting the 
Head, Keith Nancekievill, with school events. We are also really 
pleased that one of our students, Kayleigh Cooke, is set to 
compete in the Olympics as a gymnast and another, Jonathan 

Hinchingbrooke School 
Railton is leading the MRO Superstock 600 and is racing again 
at Snetterton soon.

Lower down the school, over one hundred and twenty 
students produced a magnificent performance of Shakespeare’s, 
“As You Like It,” and another one hundred performed in 
the “Rock Challenge,” winning an award in the dance 
competition for health-related learning. The Student Voice 
group, called, “Hinchingbrooke United,” has run assemblies 
this week, reviewing their successes and planning for the new 
intake. They are currently working on projects on a website, 
sustainability and recycling and increasing feedback on 
teaching, curriculum and interviews in the school. So much 
goes on at Hinchingbrooke around the normal lessons, but 
these continue of course and our examination students look set 
to produce some very pleasing results in the summer. 
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Huntingdon infants’ 
year 2 visit to the mosque
There was a special feeling 
of excitement in the Year 2 
classes at Huntingdon Infant 
School on 28th February. The 
children knew they were not 
going to have a normal day of 
lessons but were being taken 
out to visit the Mosque in 
Huntingdon.

This had been arranged so 
that the children could learn 
about the Muslim Faith and 
have some understanding of 
what it is like to be a Muslim.

When they arrived at the 
Mosque, they were welcomed 
with a greeting of peace and were asked to step inside using 
their right foot first. All shoes had to be removed before 
entering the main room. The children were first aware of 
the beautiful carpet and many commented on how soft it 
was to sit on. They listened while the different objects in the 
room were shown and explained. They were introduced to 
the Imam and were able to ask the questions which they had 
prepared. The children were then eager to look around and 
draw pictures of the things that interested them. 

Small groups were taken to the washing area and learnt 
about Wudu, washing before prayer, and then enjoyed being 
allowed to try on the special hats for boys called “topi”.

The time passed quickly and they soon had to get ready 
for the walk back to school but there was one more treat 
– everyone was given a packet of crisps from the staff at 
the Mosque as a thank you for coming and, of course, the 
children all said a big “Thank You” too.
Pauline Brown, RE Coordinator, Huntingdon Infant School 

During January all of the children and staff of Thongsley 
Fields Primary school boarded coaches and headed off to 

Cambridge to visit the pantomime production of Cinderella at 
the Cambridge Arts Theatre. 

The experience began the moment that we entered the 
coaches, and it was clear to see the pure excitement on the 
children’s faces. Entering the atmosphere of the theatre before 
the show started added to this as the children found their seats 
and eagerly waited for the show to begin. The show itself was 
wonderful and enjoyed by the children and adults alike. Here 
are some of the favourite moments for the children- 

“I liked it when Buttons was dressed as a ballerina”, 
“Cinderella’s coach lifting into the air on its way to the ball”, 
and of course the Ugly Sisters “they were so funny and one of 
them loved Mr Jones!” 

As usual, the children showed their appreciation for the 
trip through their excellent behaviour and participation, and 
the theatre remarked at how much they enjoyed having the 
children attend. Some weeks on, the children are still talking 
about the experience and we have a feeling that it will be a 
favourite memory for many of the children for a long time to 
come. Melanie Szymanski, Thongsley Fields School.

Panto!

Schools & Young People

New skatepark
Like it or loath it, skateboarding is here to stay! After 

3 years of planning and fundraising, a state of 
the art skateboard facility for the young people of 
Huntingdon is now a reality. The project first came 
into being after complaints from shoppers and 
business owners concerning young people 
skateboarding and BMX biking in the Town 
Centre. Many thought a Bylaw banning 
young people from gathering in the 
town centre was the answer. However, 
after various meetings with HDC 
Community Safety Partnership team 
and the local police, a less heavy 
handed approach was thought to be 
the answer. The County Council Youth 
team became involved and Hunts Sk8ters came into being. 
As the majority of young people skating in the Town Centre 
came from Stukeley Meadows, that was the area chosen to 
host the facility. The long process of consultation and fund 
raising then commenced, with final approval of the scheme 
by HDC Development Control Panel at their February 2008 
meeting. The facility will be one of only a handful of its type 
in the UK concentrating on street scene skaters. Ramps will 
be low and made of steel for long life. A newly developed 
coating will ensure noise is kept to a minimum and the park 
will benefit from lighting and CCTV. The Skaters themselves 
have developed a code of conduct similar to that successfully 
used at the Brampton Skate facility. If you will like to become 
involved in the long term aspects of the project please 
contact Cllr John Sadler via HDC. 

Thanks go to HDC for all their support both in officer 
time and in making £60k available from S106 funds. The 
Big Lottery Play Strategy who donated £60k, Huntingdon 
Freemen’s Charity £10k, Sainsbury’s £1k, HDC Community 
Safety Partnership £8k, Youth Bank £40k and Hunts skaters 
£120.00 

Huntingdon Town Council have agreed to support the 
project by carrying out essential maintenance following the 
transfer of £40k from the HDC contribution to the project.

Work will commence once the ground has dried sufficiently 
to allow equipment to access the site and it is hoped that 
park will be complete by late summer. A grand opening is 
planned with a skateboarding demonstration, more details to 
follow. 

And finally, thank you to all those involved in the project, 
without your help we would not have got this far. 

Schools & Young PeopleSchools & Young People
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Sports News

The Outdoor Bowls Club 
starts the 2008 season 

on a high note. Not only 
have the long awaited 
improvements been made 
to the toilet facilities, the 
outside of the building has 
also been repainted and 
new windows and doors 
have been installed. A lot 
of preparatory work has 
been undertaken to ensure 
that the green, surrounds 
and the clubhouse are all ready for the new season. 

We continue to slowly increase our membership, year on year, and 
there is evidence of a growing interest in the sport, from young people. 
No doubt some of this stems from the wide publicity that bowling has 
received in recent months on the television.

Our season started on the 27th April. Anyone interested in taking up 
the sport, or simply coming along as a spectator is welcome. Just come 
along to the Bowls Club which is situated in St Peter’s Road, close to the 
Recreation Centre, the new Tennis Centre and the Indoors Bowls Club.

This year we are hosting several Ladies County Games – 3rd June, 11th 
June and 17th June, all commencing at 2.00 pm. The National President 
is attending the game on 17th June. We regularly host inter-county games 

and this is indicative of the 
excellent state of the green. 
Again, please come along and 
watch the games where you 
will be very welcome. 

Bowls is an inclusive and 
reasonably inexpensive sport. 
It has the advantage of being 
easy to learn and it can be 
as competitive and time 
consuming as you wish it to 
be. 

New members are always 
welcome.

Charlie Cullen, Chairman, 
Huntingdon Outdoor Bowls 

Club, telephone 01480 391845

Huntingdon Bowls Club

A faster, sharper cousin of the 
traditional outdoor game, indoor 

bowls is proving a popular pastime 
for Huntingdon residents from all 
walks of life. Following a grant from 
the Huntingdon Town Council, 
Huntingdon Indoor Bowls Club is 
set to receive an entire new roof and 
heating system, in time for the new 
season starting in September. 

With over 600 full members, this is a 
vast organisation running 20 different 
leagues within the club; be it triples, 
pairs, mixed, single-sex or over 60’s. 
With this, the club also participates in 
an external league to compete against 
other clubs in the region. Open from 
10am to 10pm every day, Huntingdon 

Huntingdon Indoor Bowls Club
Indoor Bowls club offers something for 
everyone and the ability to experience 
the different variations of the game.

Treasurer Owen Darlington first 
discovered his love for indoor bowls as 
a schoolboy, and the club has recently 
been in discussion with local schools 
to run an after-school programme at 
the club. Thus, with the new season 
will likely come a youth league, 
which, with the newly-refurbished 
(and cosily heated) building, is sure 
to attract new talent to the already 
thriving club. 

Newcomers are welcome to drop in 
any day, any time between 10am and 
10pm. New season starts in September.

Jennifer Shelton

It’s been a fantastic season for Huntingdon Town 
Football Club. Success in the field has enabled 

them to finish with a top five position in the 
United Counties Division One, and promotion to 
the Premier Division seems a tangible dream. 

Success clearly comes in pairs for these athletes, 
as in the wake of this victory comes a whopping 
£1m award, granted by the FA in London to Sport 
Huntingdon. Huntingdon Town Football Club 
shares its grounds with Huntingdon Rowdies, the 
junior team, both of whom are organised by Sport 
Huntingdon. The £1m grant will go towards new 
facilities for both teams at Jubilee Park, including a 
new clubhouse with a bar, kitchen and social area. 
As the build cost is slightly outside of budget at 
£1.1m, the team will be fundraising to achieve the 
rest. Guys, that’s going to take a lot of cup-cakes. 

Presumably the footballers have many a trick 
up their sleeve and certainly Chairman Hans Reif 
is confident that the new facilities will be up and 
running in no time. 

Huntingdon Town Football Club has been 
established ten years and comprises of three teams: 
First, Reserves and Under-18’s. Pre-season training 
will be underway in June, and anyone interested is 
welcome to drop in to Jubilee Park on Tuesdays or 
Thursday at 7pm.

Jennifer Shelton

Huntingdon 
Tennis Club

Open Day 
6 July 2008

During the middle week of Wimbledon 
the club is hosting an open day to 
which everyone is welcome. You will 
have an opportunity to play and meet 
the coaching team.

1.30 pm – 4.30 pm 

£10 off Adult/Senior 
and Family membership
£5 off Junior membership

Bring this voucher with you and 
receive a reduction in membership 
fees provided you join on 6 July 2008.

Anyone interested in hiring indoor or 
outdoor courts or attending courses 
for adults, juniors and minis should 
contact Clare Bragg, Centre Manager 
on 01480 411412.

Huntingdon Town 
Football Club
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Thirty years ago this year, when 
the late Terry Sharpington began 

Huntingdon Olympic Gymnastics Club, 
he wanted to give the young people of 
Huntingdon the opportunity to take part 
in an activity that would improve their 
self esteem, challenge them and let them 
have fun in a healthy environment. 
He would have had little idea that his 
concept of giving local young people 
Olympian standards would be taken so 
literally, as the Club awaits selection of 
the teams for the Beijing Olympics, with 
at least six of our international gymnasts 
being potential participants. We have 
every chance of becoming the first club 
in Britain to have gymnasts in the Men’s 
and Women’s Olympic squads and 
Huntingdon is frequently the Club with 
the most number of gymnasts present at 
International competitions.

Huntingdon is now known from 
Moscow to Dubai as the home of one 
of the most consistent gymnastics clubs 
in the world. To the young people of 
Huntingdon however the Club is their 
own special place and almost every 
child in the area will have been at one 
time or another - it is a favourite venue 
for birthday parties at the weekends, 
babies and toddlers come and enjoy 
the soft play on weekday mornings and 
after school every day the hall is full to 
capacity with youngsters who will have 
waited over a year for a place in our 

recreational classes.
Sadly the building is starting 

to show the wear and tear this 
7days a week, 12 hours a day 
activity has caused and no 
longer reflects the pride that the 
town has in the Club and its 
achievements. It is still mainly 
run with the help of over 40 
volunteers and the Club has had 
to radically change to attract the 
kind of major funding needed 
to update and improve the 
facilities.

Under the guidance of Paul 
Hall, the Head Coach an 
environmentally friendly extension has 
been designed to increase the training 
area to two halls, one of which could 
host competitions and could potentially 
attract international and national 
training camps. In order to create 
income, community facilities would 
be created in the new building and of 
course the capacity of the Club increased 
allowing additional classes for all ages 
and abilities to be held in the extra 
space.

It quickly became apparent that in 
order to attract funding for this, the 
Club would have to change the way it 
was run and its status and become a 
more professional organisation. A team 
of willing volunteers began work on 
looking at the best options for this and 

possible sources of funding at the end 
of 2006. After months of work the Club 
became a registered company in February 
this year and has applied to become a 
charity qualifying it for a wider range of 
fundraising grants and sponsorship.

We now have the funds to begin 
Stage one of the project but in order to 
complete the final stage in time to train 
for the London Olympics we need to 
secure the next set of funding. There 
is a great deal to do from organising 
functions to writing letters and we 
ask that anyone who would like to 
get involved, contact us at the Club 
and help us to bring gold back to 
Huntingdon in 2012.

Contact Erica Mackenzie on 01480 
52343 or e-mail ‘huntgymnast@tiscali.
co.uk’. 

Sports News

Huntingdon Gymnastics Club

Members of the local World Tang Soo Do (Korean Karate) 
Club proved to be real champions at the 2008 National 

Championship on the 12th of April in London. Twenty-
five members took part amongst over 300 competitors. 
Competitors from throughout the U.K travelled to take part 
in the annual event some travelling from as far as Bristol, 
Middlesbrough and Wales.

Huntingdon’s club members proved very successful with 
the youngest club member competing 6yr old Chloe Cundick, 
who is a brown belt took Gold in the 6-9years green and 
brown belt free sparring competition. Many of the other 
children competitors also placed in their individual categories 
of either weapons, forms (pattern routines) or free-sparring.

Two of the Huntingdon Teams who competed in the Team 
Forms Competition were successful with the Huntingdon 
Colour Belt Team coming in 3rd place and the Huntingdon 
Black Belt Team coming in 2nd place.

To finish off a great day for the club, during the closing 
ceremonies 18 yr old Stephanie Pratt who is a 2nd degree 
black belt was announced the 2008 National Adult Black Belt 
Grand Champion having won 3 Gold’s in all her categories.

Huntingdon World Tang Soo 
Do Club are real champions

Stephanie along with many of the other Huntingdon WTSD 
club members are now preparing to represent Great Britain 
amongst 50 team members at the 2008 World Championships 
in Orlando, Florida in July.

The Huntingdon WTSD club meets every Tuesday and 
Thursday at the Huntingdon Leisure Centre. For more 
information on joining the winning team contact Master 
Khan (01480) 451621.

Pictured with the 
Master Khan and Master 
Instructors are the 
Hunts WTSD National 
Championship Winners.
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The Pathfinder March is an annual long-distance  
endurance event in which walkers have to complete 
46 miles inside 20 hours.  The route links the four 
historical RAF Pathfinder Force stations of  Wyton, Graveley, 
Oakington and Warboys and is designed to honour and 
perpetuate their memory.

This event is open to both military and civilian personnel, and the route can be 
walked or run either individually or as part of a relay team.

Entrance fee is £10 per person and application forms are available from:  
www.pathfindermarch.co.uk

or contact

Squadron Leader Paul Tuite, Project Officer, 
RAF Wyton, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE28 2EA
Tel: 01480 52451 Ext 7610
or
Mr Andrew Garton on 01480 52451 Ext 6292 or
Mr Jason Garton on 01480 52451 Ext 7796

THE PATHFINDER MARCH 2008
Saturday 21 June 2008

THE PATHFINDER MARCH
“a tough challenge in a great cause.”

historical RAF Pathfinder Force stations of  Wyton, Graveley, 

This event is open to both military and civilian personnel, and the route can be 
walked or run either individually or as part of a relay team.

Huntingdon has been a market town since 
1205 when King John granted 

a Royal Charter and Huntingdon’s 
traditional market takes place every 
Wednesday and Saturday, 8am to 4pm, 
throughout the year come rain or 
shine.

Huntingdon Town Partnership has 
worked with Huntingdonshire District 
Council market managers and the 
market traders to promote the market 
and a new flyer shows the market at its 
best against the historic backdrop of the 
Market Square. 

The market has 38 individual pitches 
and is usually occupied by 25 traders on 
Saturday and 16 traders on Wednesday.

Traders interested in a stall at 
Huntingdon Market can contact John 
Lovell, Market Manager, at HDC 07810 
637610.
There’s a great variety of stalls waiting for 
you...

fruit & vegetables, flowers & plants, fish, meat, 
cheese, clothing & shoes, books, cards & stationery, 
toys, watches and watch repairs, household 
items, haberdashery, pet supplies, bags & luggage, 
electrical & computer items, mobile phone 
accessories, refreshments.
Farmers’ Market

Huntingdon Farmers’ Market is celebrated its 
fifth birthday on 11 April with a slice of birthday 
cake for shoppers.

As with every item sold at the independently 
Certified Farmers’ Market, the cake was made with 
local ingredients by from farmers’ market regular 
Tom’s Cakes.

The Farmers’ Market, founded in April 2003 by 
Huntingdonshire District Council with support 
from Huntingdon Town Partnership, has gone 
from strength to strength. In its first year it was 
awarded the FARMA Certification (which means 
that it meets national standards for genuine 
farmers’ markets) and it has retained it ever since.

Special Saturday Farmers’ Markets are now also 
run when there are five Saturdays in a month to 
give local people who are not able to shop on 
Fridays a taste of our local produce.

The Farmers’ Market is an intrinsic part of 
Huntingdon and is held in the Market Square 
every other Friday from 8am to 2pm, whatever the 
weather. It offers a surprisingly wide range of local 
produce from fruit and vegetables, organic bread, 

cakes, preserves, chilli peppers, 
organic and free-range eggs, 
pies, organic flour and meats 
including ostrich, venison and 
game as well as poultry, pork, 
lamb and beef. Locally grown 
garden plants and cut flowers are 
also available. All of these items 
are sold by the people who 
produce them, which means 
you can chat about how they 
were produced and exchange 
ideas on how to prepare a tasty 
meal from them.

Pick up your calendar from 
the Farmers’ Market, the District 
Council Customer Service Centre 
on St Mary’s St. or online at www.
HuntingdonTownPartnership.co.uk/
farmersmarket.html
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Construction of the new library on Princes Street 
has been delayed whilst contracts for the work were 
concluded and will recommence on June 9th 2008, 
with completion still on target for summer 2009.

STOP PRESS...
HUNTINGDON LIBRARY


