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Please note all meetings commence at 7.00pm and take place in 
the Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon PE29 3PJ unless otherwise 
stated. For further information, please contact Huntingdon Town 
Council on 01480 411883 or email:
town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Meetings are open to the public and agendas allow time for 
representation and questions from the public.

Date  Meeting
18th September Leisure and Community Services Committee
  Twinning Sub-Committee

25th September Finance Committee
  Planning Applications Panel

9th October Planning Applications Panel
  Grants Sub Committee
  Lettings Sub Committee
     
23rd October Planning Committee
  Planning Applications Panel

30th October Finance Committee

6th November Town Council
  Planning Applications Panel

13th November Leisure and Community Services Committee
  Twinning Sub Committee

20th November Planning Committee
  Planning Applications Panel 

27th November Finance Committee

11th December Planning Applications Panel

Sid Akthar
East

07765 880806

Colin Hyams
East

01480 276118

Ann Beevor
North

01480 382428

Stephen Cawley
West

01480 435188

Tom Sanderson
West

01480 436822

Alan Cole
East

01480 392990 

Susan Mulcahy
East

01480 451604

Patrick Kadewere
North

07546 432183

Ann Blackwell
West

01480 436822

Jennifer Sarabia
West

01480 380760

Stuart Hassell
East

07944 156400

Trish Shrapnel
East

01480 731775

Andrew Ellington
West

07903 949793

Raj Subhan
West

Contact Details
Not Provided

Bill Hensley
East

07767 823424

Kevin Sumner
East

01480 391771

Christine
Mackender 
Lawrence

North
01480 531004

Alan
Mackender 
Lawrence

North
01480 531004

Tanya Forster
West

07863 209081
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2014: Commemorating 
100 years since the 
outbreak of WWI

Pictured on the front cover 
of this issue is a photograph, 
taken in Huntingdon in 1914. 
The photograph depicts the 
Bedfordshire Yeomanry on 
parade near the Bridge Hotel 
in Huntingdon 1914.

The image which appears on the contents page of 
this issue depicts a group of nurses and patients 
outside the Walden Road, VAD Hospital in 
Huntingdon c.1917.

Thanks go to the Huntingdonshire Archives for 
supplying the images.
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Welcome Message
Huntingdon Town Council would like to apologise to any reader who experienced 
late delivery of the June issue of About Town. We will be working closely with the 
Royal Mail to ensure delivery deadlines are met and you can help us by letting the 
Town Council know if you received your copy after the first week in September.

The aim of the magazine is to help local community groups and charities increase 
awareness of their services free of charge, inform local residents of community 
events and to provide a platform of information for people of the Town who 
don’t have access to the internet. We always welcome comments and feedback 
regarding the magazine and strive to ensure that the publication is a useful source 
of information for residents of the Town.

Councillor Jennifer Sarabia, 
Editor

What’sinside...

Nurses and Patients outside 
Walden House Hospital c1917
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OXMOORINBLOOM
OXMOORINBLOOM had the 
pleasure of announcing its 1000th 
award, since forming over 10 years 
ago. This included 100 awards 
being issued to residents of the 
Oxmoor Estate and other areas 
across Huntingdon, in relation to 
the Christmas Lights Scheme.

This year, the winner of the annual 
Best Kept Garden Award went 
to the resident of 52 Coneygear 
Road. Usually, this 

competition is based on entrants’ 
front gardens, however 2014’s 
award was actually based on the 
resident’s back garden. 

Huge thanks go to everyone who 
has helped achieve this fantastic 
milestone, and in particular, the 
residents who have been so 
appreciative of the efforts put in 
from OXMOORINBLOOM.

Michael Bates
Chairman of OXMOORINBLOOM

NEWS FROM THE 
PARKS MANAGER
The summer bedding has been 
cleared ready for the winter displays. 
These will consist of a variety of 
Pansies and Wallflowers.

Flowers that could be suitable 
for your winter beds at home are 
Polyanthus, Primroses, Forget-me-
Knots and Ornamental Cabbage. To 
add extra colour, try inter-planting 
with bulbs; Daffodils, Tulips or 
Hyathius.

If you are working on your allotment, 
now is a good time to start your 
winter bedding, incorporating the 
compost you have made over the 
past year! September is also the time 
to plant your broad bean seeds for 
an early crop next year.

We have installed new play equipment 
at Bloomfield Park, making the area a 
fun place for youngsters of all ages. 
We hope that this addition will be 
beneficial to residents of the Town, 
however please give us your feedback 
and suggestions for any other areas in 
Huntingdon that could be improved.

Dennis Smith
Parks Manager

HELP HUNTINGDON 
BLOOM IN 2015
To make sure we get Huntingdon back on the map for In 
Bloom 2015, the Town Council is in the process of creating 
a registered charity to move the initiative forward. A public 
meeting has been scheduled for like-minded people from the 
Town to get together and form an Action Team. If you would 
like to be involved in the meeting or have any ideas to put 
forward, please get in touch by calling 01480 410381 or by 
email: 
kate.yerbury@huntingdontown.gov.uk. The open meeting will 
take place in the Town Hall on 23rd September at 6.00pm.

Judging took place for this year’s Best Kept Front Garden 
competition and the winner can be announced as Patricia 
Hutchcraft of 4 Coronation Avenue. The winners of the Best 
Kept Street competition were 1-56 Dartmoor Drive.
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CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH ON

Don’t forget to put Sunday 23rd November 

into your diary, as this is when the Christmas 

Light Switch on in Huntingdon will take place! 

The event will run from 1pm to 5pm and 

provides an afternoon full of fun with an array of 

entertainment, community stalls raising money for 

good causes and Huntingdon Community Radio 

FM broadcasting from the Market Square. Father 

Christmas will of course be in town, alongside a 

wide variety of festive fun. If you would like to 

receive further information about how to be 

involved with the celebrations, please contact: 

town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk or keep an 

eye out in the local press.

CIVIC CAROL SERVICE

Every year Huntingdon Town Council holds a Civic 

Carol Service. The date of this year’s service falls 

on Wednesday 10th December and will be held at 

All Saints Church, High Street, Huntingdon. Should 

you wish to attend, please arrive at the Church by 

7.15pm ready for a 7.30pm start.  Alongside the 

service, students from Hinchingbrooke School will 

be singing a number of festive hymns.

Dates for
your Xmas
Diary

Back in June, Huntingdon Town Council became 
temporary custodians of the Colours of the 31st 

Foot 1848 – 1864 (Huntingdonshire Regiment). This was 
due to the hard work of Colonel Derek Bristow OBE 
who located and arranged for the return of the Colours. 
The Colours were originally presented by Prince George, 
Duke of Cambridge in Dublin on 19th May 1848 and 

were first issued to the East Surrey Regiment in Queen 
Victoria’s Reign.

The Colours were retired in 1864 and kept in St Mary’s 
Church, Huntingdon until the 1970s, when they were 
re-located to the Sergeants Mess of 1st Queen’s. The 
Colours now come under the ownership of The Princess 
of Wales Royal Regiment, but due to their temporary 
deployment to Cyprus, an agreement was made to loan 
the Colours back to Huntingdon for up to two years.

Should you be interested in viewing the Colours, please 
visit the Town Hall Monday - Friday, between 9.00am and 
4.00pm.

On Wednesday 17th September, HRH the Duke of 
Gloucester will visit the Colours of the 31st Foot 
(Huntingdonshire Regiment) at the Town Hall, where 
they currently reside.

Return of the Colours of the 
31st Foot 1848-1864

Colonel Bristow OBE and the Mayor of 
Huntingdon viewing the Colours
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The Huntingdon Indoor Market is held every Friday between 
9am - 3pm in the Commemoration Hall, located on the High 
Street. Throughout the year, the Market offers a wide array 
of items, such as personalised bags and t-shirts, engraved 
glassware, handmade jewellery and so much more. 

This little known gem of Huntingdon is a shopping mecca 
for all unique, personal gifts. It offers something for all 
tastes and you are sure to pick up a bargain. From vintage 
home wares to alternative belt buckles, there is something 

to satisfy every need. If you are looking for the perfect 
gift, why not start with a handmade card made by a local 
artist and then add some beautiful handmade jewellery or 
alternatively a new watch! If films are of interest then why 
not pick a few DVDs, at only £3 each! 

With watch repairs available, local artwork, things for 
the home and gifts for friends, there is so much that the 
indoor market can offer. If all the shopping is too heavy, 
why not pick up an embroidered hessian bag, to carry all 
your goodies home! 

For those who enjoy  collecting, why not pop in and visit the 
stamp stall , where you can find specialist and rare stamps 
to add to your collection, or perhaps you might find a rare 
collectable in amongst the vintage items. 

There is even a small café open within the Indoor market, 
serving fresh food and hot and cold beverages. So after all 
that shopping you can relax with a full breakfast and a hot 
cup of tea! 

Free entry, disabled access at side of building, stalls always 
changing.

The Medway Centre is getting very busy with many new 
classes starting. There is a lot more going on during the day 
in terms of fitness classes: Kettlebells, Fitsteps and Zumba 
for adults – take your pick! By popular demand, Saturday 
evening cash bingo is back at the Medway Centre! The 
3 dates for this year are 4th October, 8th November and 
13th December – come along and make new friends and 
you may even win a full house! For up to date information 
on what’s on at the Medway Centre, please visit the main 
Huntingdon Town Council website or join the Medway 

Centre Facebook page. If you want to grab yourselves a 
bargain, why not pop over and visit the Community Shop. 
The shop is open on Mondays between 12 and 4pm, and 
Thursday and Saturdays between 9am and 1pm. All items 
are 50p or less, with nearly new baby items for 25p. If you 
would like to donate anything, please drop off at the centre. 
All proceeds from the shop go back into the community, 
helping families in need. 

And finally, if you’re planning on holding a Christmas Party, 
why not have it at the Medway Centre? We offer great rates 
of hire, 2 large car parks which are free to use for guests, 
Wi-Fi throughout the building and a great sound system 
that you can use with your iPod, iPhone or Bluetooth – 
book now to avoid disappointment!

I’d also like to take this opportunity to thank Paddy Swallow 
who runs the Kanazawa Judo Club and Mick Taylor who 
runs the Cambs Police Amateur Boxing Club, as both groups 
have joined forces to raise money to buy a defibrillator for 
the Medway Centre. This much appreciated machine could 
save lives.

Shilpa Desai-Sakaldip
Medway Centre Manager

COMMEMORATION HALL
39 High St. Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 3AQ

Telephone: 01480 455167
Web: www.commhall.org.uk

THE MEDWAY CENTRE
Medway Road, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 1SF

Telephone: 01480 388677
Web:  www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/community-halls
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Huntingdon Town Council took over responsibility for 
Coneygear Park recently from the District Council. I 
have been asked to manage it on behalf of the Town 
Council. Coneygear Park is one of the largest open 
spaces in Huntingdon and is a fantastic area for all of 

the family to enjoy. We are already looking at ways of 
improving the park. If you would like to become more 
involved with the park and have a say on what we can 
do to improve it and what events we can put on at the 
park, please contact me on 01480 388677 as I will be 
forming a ‘Friends of Coneygear Park’ Committee. 

We need volunteers in the community to come on 
board and play a vital role. A meeting will be held in 
September/October 2014 so please contact me if 
you’re interested. The park is a lovely open space and 
with a fresh committee full of ideas and enthusiasm, we 
can make it even better.

Shilpa Desai-Sakaldip
Medway Centre Manager

CONEYGEAR PARK

PROUD TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY

Coneygear Rd, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire
 Telephone: 01480 388677

Web: www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

John and Vi Merritt work at the Medway Centre and 
have done so for a combined length of over 30 years. 
Vi is a Cleaner and John is a Caretaker. They were 
both born in London and relocated to Huntingdon in 
November 1964 as a result of the London overspill. 
At the time, neither of them had heard of Huntingdon 
but now wouldn’t want to be anywhere else! 

John joined the Kings Royal Rifle Corps in 1947, 
serving in Germany for 6 years. Whilst serving 
in the army, John met the love of his life, 
Vi! They have been happily married for 
59 years and will be celebrating their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary next 
year. They have a beautiful family 
consisting of 2 children (David and 
Jean), 4 grandchildren and 3 great 
grandchildren.

Vi and John both used to 
attend the Boots & Buckles 
classes at the Medway Centre 
and had heard about a position 
becoming vacant. Vi applied 
and was successful. A few years 
later, John followed suit and was 
also successful. They both love 
the Centre and the community 
that surrounds it. 

Shilpa, the Manager of the Medway Centre says ‘John 
and Vi are a lovely couple and an asset to Huntingdon 
Town Council and the community they serve’.
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The Great War began a few days after 
the August Bank holiday. There was 
no great fanfare or yelling crowds. 
The Town Clerk posted up five 
mobilisation orders for the Navy at 
the Town Hall and much of the town 
went about its usual business-albeit the 
Hunts Cyclists and other reservists 
came straight from their summer camp 
and boarded trains heading for military 
depots.

It was left to Lord Sandwich to make 

the first recorded speech about the 
situation the Country had fallen into 
and typically he made it at the Boy 
Scouts Rally in Hinchingbrooke Park. 
As the Hunts Post reported on the 7th 
August:

‘Addressing the Scouts his Lordship 
said there had been no period in the 
history of England when the country 
stood in a more critical condition than 
today, for Europe was at war. England 
would doubtless mobilise her Army, as 

she had already done her Navy…
Part of the idea with respect to the 
Boy Scout movement was that they 
should receive no military education. 
Personally he had never thought that. 
He believed the object of the Scout 
movement was to teach boys what 
they would be required to learn when 
they got older for the service of their 
country. 

He hoped that when the Scouts of 
the Huntingdon district grew up they 
would learn to become useful men, 
useful soldiers and useful defenders of 
their country. They must, every one 
of them at the present moment, rally 
round the King…

The Scouts motto was ‘Be Prepared’, 
and he hoped England had carried 
out that motto of being prepared. 
(Applause). Cheers were given for Lord 
Sandwich.’ And with that we slipped 
quietly into World War. [Boy Scouts 
in 1914 stock archive photograph].

Richard Meredith
Huntingdon and Godmanchester

Civic  Society

RALLY ROUND THE KING!

Remembrance Sunday
Remembrance Sunday is the day traditionally 
put aside to remember all those who have given 
their lives for the peace and freedom we enjoy 
today.  On this day, people across the Nation 
pause to reflect on the sacrifices made by our 
brave Service men and women.

This year’s Remembrance Sunday Parade and 
Service will take place on the Market Square, 
Huntingdon on Sunday 9th November 2014. 
After the service, all are welcome to enjoy soup 
and a hot drink in the Commemoration Hall. 
A two-minute silence will also be held on the 
Market Square on the 11th November 2014. 
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Across the weekend of the 27th and 28th September, Huntingdon Town 
Council will be holding a two day living history event, to mark the 100th 
Anniversary of the outbreak of the First World War. The event will take place 
at Riverside Meadows (off Hartford Road) to remember and commemorate 
the bravery of those who fought and lost their lives for our country.

This two-day re-enactment event will consist of arena displays, cavalry and 
music from the period. Numerous encampments will be set up also offering 
the opportunity for all ages to get involved watching demonstrations and 
joining in with activities. There will be ¼ scale model planes on display, 
military and charity stalls, authentic food and much more! The event will 
commence at 10.30am on both days with free entry and guaranteed 
educational fun. 

Additionally, on the evening of the 27th, there will be a Sunset Memorial 
Service for all to attend. The Service will commence at 5.30pm and will 
include local soldier stories, WWI poetry, songs from the period 
and the laying of flowers. The RAF Wyton Voluntary Band and 
Military Wives Choir will also be present. 

Following the Service, a procession to Castle Hill will 
take place, where the Mayor of Huntingdon will light 
the Beacon. Flares will be fired to signify a two 
minute silence and at the conclusion of the event, 
the procession will continue to the Town Hall.
Should you require any further information or 
wish to be involved with the event in any way, 
please contact the Town Council on
01480 410384 or email:
natasha.pierson@huntingdontown.gov.uk  

Huntingdon Commemorates 
the Outbreak of WWI
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The 40th Anniversary of 
Twinning between Salon de 
Provence and Huntingdon 

& Godmanchester took place on 
13th to 16th June 2014. Nine guests 
from Salon de Provence, two from 
Wertheim and two from Szentendre 
attended. All the guests were hosted 
by local twinning members.

Huntingdon Mayor, Bill Hensley, was 
actively engaged in the celebrations. 
He welcomed our guests, helped 
plant the commemoration tree 
and gave a speech explaining the 
importance of twinning.

There was a relaxed ‘Get Together’ 
on Friday evening with music from a 

steel band drummer and good food 
provided by twinning members.

A commemorative tree planting 
took place in Bloomfield Park on 
Saturday morning, followed by a visit 
to the Ramsey Raptor Centre. On 
Saturday night there was a dinner 
with speeches commemorating the 
Anniversary. Music was proved by 
Malcolm Talbot’s Jazz Band.

During the evening Twinning member 
Gwen King presented a cheque for 
£1000 to The Addenbrookes Breast 
Cancer Charity, money she raised 
from selling her hand made cards 
at twinning and other events. Gwen 
has now raised an amazing £10,000 

for this great cause.

On Sunday the group took the 
guided bus to Cambridge, where 
they were shown around Magdalene 
College by Dr Simon Stoddart.

In the evening the group enjoyed 
a meal at the Exhibition Pub 
in Godmanchester, hosted by 
David Underwood, Mayor of 
Godmanchester. On Monday the 
guests left for their sister towns.
Trish James, one of the event 
organisers said, “All too soon 
the weekend was over, hectic as 
always, but 40 years of friendship is 
something really worth celebrating”.

TWINNED FOR FORTY YEARS

Formed in 1947, the Club has 40 members, 
both male and female and is one of 33,000 
clubs worldwide. It meets weekly to discuss its 
service activities, to keep abreast of community 
matters and for fellowship.

Rotary seeks to help those in need, to encourage 
high ethical standards in all vocations and work 
towards world understanding and peace.  

Current Club projects include a Memory 
Café held monthly, an annual Young Musicians 
Competition, and a Technology Competition.  
The eradication of poliomyelitis remains an 
on-going goal.  

www.rotary-huntingdon.co.uk

THE ROTARY CLUB OF HUNTINGDON
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The Performing Arts at the Commemoration 
Hall (Patch) has been going since 2005, 
bringing professional theatre companies, 
musicians, comedians and dancers from all 

around the world, into Huntingdon.

On the 19th September 2014 we have one of the top 
Ceilidh bands from around East Anglia ‘Wide Glide 
Band’ in the Hall. The performance starts at 7.30 
and includes a ploughman’s supper. On Friday 26th 
September, we have The London Philharmonic Skiffle 
Orchestra coming to Huntingdon. These very unique 
and talented musicians have been requested to return 
to the town, after their performance two years ago 
raised the roof with laughter and the most fantastic 
range of every type of music possible. ‘Starz in Your 
Eyes’, which has become a very successful evening for 
young people with learning disabilities is having a late 
Halloween night on the 7th November, with a rather 
terrifying Zombie theme!

To start off Patch’s tenth year, 2015 will bring a number 
of events to Huntingdon. For fans of ‘Steeleye Span’, we 
have Ken Nicol performing on the 16th January. For 
Elvis and Jerry Lee Lewis fans, we have a great show 

called ‘The Showdown’. We’re also planning a hilarious 
night of glamour ‘Ladies GoDiva’; a Murder Mystery; 
jazz nights; ghost stories and much more!

Patch is made up of a group of amazing people, all 
of whom love the arts and the Commemoration 
Hall. Everyone is a volunteer and we run the front of 
house for all our shows. This arts and entertainment 
programme is brought to you by Lydia Eldridge, Artistic 
Director at Huntingdon Town Council. 

Patch would love to hear from you as to what shows 
you would like to see in Huntingdon. Additionally, if you 
would like to join the Patch team, please do contact: 
Lydia.eldridge@huntingdontown.gov.uk or call
01480 411883.

Please note however that Lydia is based at the Town 
Hall and Commemoration Hall on Fridays only. You 
can buy tickets for all of Patch’s shows from the Town 
Hall or online from Ticketsource. 

For more information please visit www.paatch.co.uk 
or www.huntingdontown.gov.uk

PERFORMING ARTS
at the Commemoration Hall
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Huntingdon Tennis Club provides weekly coaching 
for all ages and abilities from 2 years old to adults.  
The programme has brought on a number of 
competition players who regularly compete such as 
Natasha Scott, Lydia Sivirent-Sava, Dougie McKee, 
Connor Redpath, Leon Kewney and Sarah Thomas 
who all represent the county, in different age groups.

The club has been working with a number of local 
schools over the last year and offered coaching to 
these schools both in the school and back at the club, 
free of charge for 5 weeks. This has led to over 100 
new children taking up the sport, 30 participating on 
a regular basis and 12 children supported through 
additional lessons.  Performance Coach Julian Payne 
said  “it has been extremely rewarding for the children 
and we are grateful for the funding we received to 
enable us to take on these exciting initiatives”.

The Club works in close partnership with both 
Hinchingbrooke and St Peters Schools who provide 
year 10/11 Sports Leaders to support local schools 
tennis competitions.

If you or your school are interested in receiving 
coaching please do not hesitate to contact Clare 
Bragg on 01480 411412

HUNTINGDON TENNIS CLUB

Exciting times lay ahead for the staff and pupils 
of Cromwell Park Primary School when they 

opened their doors as Cromwell Academy in 
September 2014. As well as a new logo and uniform 
the children will be experiencing a new exciting, 
innovative and skills based curriculum which they 
have helped to shape. Up and coming topics include 
‘It’s all Greek to Me!’, ‘Money, Money, Money’ and 
‘The Whole World’s a Garden’. The opportunity 
to provide the children with rich and meaningful 
learning experiences is what has driven the school 
to gain academy status. It will be the end of an era 
for Cromwell Park Primary School but the staff, 
governors and pupils are excited about what the 
future holds. The schools new motto is ‘Committed 
to Achieving’ so watch this space for their future 
achievements. 

NAME CHANGE FOR CROMWELL SCHOOL
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On the 18th July 2014, The Mayor of Huntingdon, 
Councillor Bill Hensley, officially opened Unity in 
the Community. In his opening speech he praised the 
Huntingdonshire Community Group for the great job 
they have done in bringing the people of Huntingdon 
together. Thanks were also given 
to the organisers who committed 
their time and effort to make the 
event happen.

More than 1000 people attended 
the event, which was held at the 
Medway Community Centre and 
St. Barnabas Church.  The day was 
full of community spirit, joy and 
happiness and as a result, the event 
was a tremendous success

The event offered a fun packed 
family day with over 40 exhibitors, 
workshops and demonstrations.  
Children enjoyed face painting, a 
bouncy castle, a spitfire flypast and 
much more. 

This year however was not just about fun and 
entertainment, but for people to learn more about 
the Alconbury Development. A presentation was given 
by Urban and Civic, which informed guests that the 
development would bring about 8,000 jobs and 5,000 
new homes, along with various training, business start up 
and community facilities. 

Huntingdon’s Local Member of Parliament Jonathan 
Djanogly attended the event and praised the organisers 

for their hard work.   Organisations and community 
volunteers were recognised for the continuous work 
they do within our community, especially the young 
volunteers from Huntingdon Youth Centre led by 
Sammie. 

The Unity in the Community 
Chairman Patrick Kadewere said 
the committee was honoured to see 
so many dignitaries in attendance, 
including the Hinchingbrooke 
Hospital’s Paediatrician, Dr. Nik 
Johnson and Huntingdon’s Deputy 
Mayor Tanya Foster. Praise was also 
given to the fantastic Food Hall

A big thank you goes to our 
sponsors; Cambridgeshire 
County Council, Urban and Civic, 
Huntingdon Town Council, Luminus 
Group, The Freeman’s Charity, 
Picadel Transport, The Darjeeling 
and to all the wonderful volunteers 
who helped and supported the 
event on the day

Please do not hesitate to contact us regarding future 
events. Email: unityinthecommunity@gmail.com or 
call 07546 432183.  The Unity in the Community 
2015 event is predicted to be even bigger and better, 
with more children’s activities, focusing on education, 
employment and family reunion.  Be involved and 
let’s all help to bring our community together.

UNITY IN THE COMMUNITY

Fun-Packed 
family day 

out for 
the whole 
community
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FORTHCOMINGEVENTS
Friday 12th 
September
Starz in your eyes retro 
games night, tickets £5.00. 
Commemoration Hall. For 
more information please 
contact Lydia Eldridge at
Lydia.eldridge@
huntingdontown.gov.uk 

Friday 19th 
September
Wide Glide Band 
Ceilidh, 7:30pm start. 
Commemoration Hall. 
Tickets £12.50 from the 
Town Hall. For more 
information please contact 
01480 411883

Saturday 20th 
September
Wedding Fair at the 
Commemoration Hall, 
Katie Arnold presents the 
first interactive wedding 
fair including expert advice 
and hair and makeup trials 
and lots more. 10:00am - 
4:00pm, FREE ENTRY for 
more information 
please contact Katie on 
07923973486 or visit
www.katie-arnold.co.uk   

Saturday 20th 
September 
The Roy Orbison and Del 
Shannon story performed 
by Mike Vandetta, Tickets 
£10 (Concessions £9), 
doors open at 7pm and 
show starts at 7:45pm. 
Tickets available from the 
Commemoration Hall. 

Friday 26th 
September
The London Philharmonic 
Skiffle Orchestra. 
Commemoration Hall. 
Tickets £15 concessions 
£12.50. Tickets available 

from the Town Hall. 

Saturday 27th 
and Sunday 28th 
September
WWI Living History 
Weekend, Riverside 
Meadows, Huntingdon. 
10:30am – 5:00pm. Free 
entry. Arena Displays, 
Cavalry Displays, WWI 
encampments, Music 
Wagon, Military and Charity 
Stalls and much more. For 
more information, contact 
the Town Hall on
01480 410384.

Saturday 27th 
September
WWI Sunset Service. 
5.30pm. Riverside Meadows, 
Huntingdon. A Sunset 
Service in partnership with 
RAF Wyton. Songs, Soldier 
Stories, WWI Poetry and 
Prayers. All welcome. For 
more information, contact 
the Town Hall on
01480 410384.

Saturday 18th 
October
Chilli Fest. 10:30am – 
5:00pm. Commemoration 
Hall. Loads of Chilli goodies 
to eat, drink, taste and buy.  
Free entrance. For more 
information go to
www.chillifest.net.

Thursday 30th 
October
Music Hall Society at the 
Commemoration Hall. 
7:00pm start. For more 
information, contact the 
Town Hall on 01480 
411883.

Friday 31st 
October 
Hinchingbrooke Performing 
Arts Centre, Huntingdon:
Returning by popular 
request:  virtuoso pianist 
MASAYUKI TAYAMA. 
-7:30pm.
Programme to include 
‘Rhapsody in Blue’ - 
Gershwin and 12 etudes op 
10 - Chopin.
Tickets: 01480 375678 - 
£12, group £9, students £5.

Friday 7th 
November
Free Firework Display. 
Coneygear Park. Gates 
open at 5pm. For more 
information contact
Jill Watkin Tavener on
07886 389134.

Sunday 23rd 
November
The Big Switch On – 
1:00pm to 5:00pm. Come 
along to the Market Square 
for 2014’s Christmas 
Lights Switch On. Stalls, 
entertainment, face painters, 
Father Christmas, food, 
music and much more! For 
more information contact 
the Town Hall on
01480 410384 

Friday 28th 
November
Hinchingbrooke Performing 
Arts Centre, Huntingdon.
Internationally acclaimed 
artists MIRANDA DALE, 

violin and PAUL TURNER, 
piano. 7:30pm.
Programme to include 
Preludium & Allegro 
- Kreisler, Sonata in A - 
Faure, sonata for violin and 
piano - Franck, Meditation 
-Massenet. Tickets:
01480 375678 - £12, 
group£9, students £5.

Wednesday 3rd 
December –Sleeping 
Beauty Pantomime by 
Huntingdon Youth Theatre 
at the Commemoration 
Hall. 7:00pm. For more 
information contact the 
Town Hall on
01480 411883

Friday 5th 
December
Ladies Pamper Evening in 
the Town Hall. See page 18 
for more details.

Thursday 4th 
December
Pensioner’s Christmas 
Lunch at the 
Commemoration Hall. See 
page 20 for more details.

Sunday 7th 
December
Sunday 21st December - 
Pantomime, Jack and the 
Beanstalk. Commemoration 
Hall. Tickets available online 
at https://thelittleboxoffice/
kdtheatre.  

Wednesday 10th 
December
Huntingdon Town Council’s 
Civic Carol Service. All 
Saints Church, Market Hill. 
7:30pm. 
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WHAT’S ON NEAR YOU?

“SaTG IN THE PARLOUR”

The Shakespeare at The George Trust is proud to announce that in the Spring of 
2015, it will be supporting an indoor production, to be performed over four evenings 
in the Manchester Room at The George Hotel, Huntingdon.

SaTG in the Parlour’s first production, Blithe Spirit, sets a great benchmark for what 
the SaTG Trust hope to achieve with the ‘Parlour’ concept.  An audience showcasing 
the work of a consistently popular playwright which also offers a range of parts - 5 
female and 2 male - making the most of the huge amount of talent in and around the 
Huntingdon area.

SaTG in the Parlour presents ‘Blithe Spirit’ by Noël Coward, Directed by Charlotte 
Maylor, 25th - 28th March 2015 in The Manchester Room at The George Hotel, 
Huntingdon.

If you would like to be contacted regarding auditions, please email Charlotte at 
parlour@satg.org.uk

SPOTLIGHT PRODUCTIONS SECURES A ‘WEST END’ PATRON

Now in its 10th year, Spotlight Productions has seen many changes from the initial 4 
friends who set up the group, to the 50+ volunteers today. Over 1200 young people 
have performed in their musicals and many talented and distinguished professional 
performers have supported their productions. This year they were delighted to 
have Richard Woodford along to a number of rehearsals to assist in directing Les 
Miserables. Richard has performed many leading West End roles including Javert 
in Les Miserables, Phantom in Phantom of the Opera and Galileo in We Will Rock 
You. He is presently in Korea with the Andrew Lloyd Webber touring company of 
Cats. The Group was absolutely thrilled when he agreed to become their patron, 
and on his return, will be involved with their next production Singin’ In the Rain, to 
be staged in April 2015.

BRINGING DRAMA TO HUNTINGDON FOR 70 YEARS 

This year Huntingdon Drama Club is celebrating its 70th year of amateur dramatics. 
Since 1944, it has performed a wide range of successful productions, and also held 
play readings, workshops and social events. The Club’s most recent production was 
of four of Alan Bennett’s ‘Talking Heads’ monologues, creating an evening of mixed 
comedy and tragedy.

Later this year, to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of World 
War One, the Club will present Peter Whelan’s poignant and powerful play ‘The 
Accrington Pals’. The play portrays the effects of war on a Lancashire town and its 
community, as men from all walks of life sign up to fight in response to Kitchener’s 
call for a volunteer army. The play follows the men who fought on the fields of France 
and the women left behind to face great social change. ‘The Accrington Pals’ will be 
directed by Dean Laccohee, and will run at the Commemoration Hall from 20 to 22 
November.

For more information, visit www.huntingdondramaclub.org.uk.
[Caption for photo: Kelly Mason in Alan Bennett’s ‘Bed Among the Lentils’]
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In-Town Centre
Thanks to the fundraising efforts 
of the Mayor’s Charity Team, the 
Huntingdon In-Town Centre was 
able to enjoy a day out in early July. 
Helpers and members enjoyed a 
warm and sunny day at Woburn 

Safari Park in Bedfordshire. The 
party was treated to a slow drive 
through the park where they were 
able to view the various animals 
on show. As always, the monkey 
enclosure proved to be a firm 
favourite, their antics never failing 
to amuse. Following lunch, members 
were able to wander around the 

other areas at their leisure to enjoy 
the other exhibits. Without the 
generous donation, many of the 
members would not have had the 
opportunity for such a visit and our 
organised trips ensure members 
have a shared experience with like-
minded individuals

Since the June issue of About Town, a 
lot has been happening in and around 
the Town Hall. The building is currently 
undergoing its final stage of renovation, 
involving the Council Chamber and 
Mayor’s Parlour. These rooms are being 
restored to bring back their original 
Georgian character. The Chamber 
has had major works carried out 
to restore the ceiling and windows, 
the WWI Roll of Honour Board has 
been completed and new carpet has 
been fitted. The Mayor’s Parlour has 
undergone complete redecoration to 
stay in keeping with the rest of the 
building.

The Town Council has appointed two 
new members of staff. David Jameson 
will be starting his role as Deputy Town 
Clerk/Estates Manager at the end of 
September and Hayley Burns began 
her role as Trainee Administration 
Assistant back on the 4th August.

Not only was the 4th August Hayley’s 
first day as part of the Town Council 
team, but the day that the Mayor of 
Huntingdon read the statement given 
by Prime Minister Herbert Asquith in 

1914, announcing World War One. The 
Speech; given on the Market Square; 
was followed by a two minute silence 
and single flowers laid at the Thinking 
Soldier Memorial to remember those 
who fought and fell during the War.

You will have read earlier on in the 
issue that the Town Council has 
recently taken over land in Huntingdon 
from the District Council. This means 
our Grounds Team has been kept more 
than busy. On top of making the Town 
bloom with beautiful flower displays, 
improvements have been made to many 
of our open spaces, including new play 
equipment installed at Bloomfield Park. 
The Park has been a hive of activity 
over the summer months with local 
bands playing at the Bandstand every 
Saturday at noon. If you saw any of the 
bands and have any feedback for next 
year, please let us know.

Not only has the Grounds Team been 
busy, but also our green fingered 
residents. The judging for the Best Kept 
Allotment took place in July, with the 
winners being announced as Mr Bryn 
Jones (1st), Mrs Agnieszka Borowiec 

(2nd) and Mr Peter Foley (3rd). Prizes 
were awarded to the winning allotment 
holders at the annual Forum, which 
took place in August. At the Forum, site 
representatives for the four sites were 
elected for the forthcoming year and 
issues across the sites were discussed 
by plot holders. Should you wish to 
take on an allotment in Huntingdon, 
please get in touch by email:
kate.yerbury@huntingdontown.gov.uk 

Over the next few months, we’re 
busy planning a whole host of events; 
Commemorating WWI, Remembrance 
Sunday, The Big Christmas Switch On 
and Huntingdon’s Civic Carol Service. 
If you would like to be involved in any 
of these events, please get in touch by 
calling Natasha Pierson on
01480 410384. 

Holding your own event? Whether it 
be a drinks reception, conference or 
exhibition, contact us and see if we 
have any of our rooms available for 
hire. From the Assembly Room to the 
restored Court Rooms, we can provide 
rooms full of character to make your 
function stand out from the rest. 

NEWS FROM THE TOWN HALL
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BAG YOURSELF A LIFESAVING BARGAIN 
AT THE MAGPAS CHARITY SHOP!

Based in Huntingdon, 
Magpas has attended over 
60,000 patients since 
they were founded in 
1971. Many of the UK’s 
highly trained medics 
volunteer their own 
time with Magpas to 
provide frontline medical 
care - free of charge in 
the Eastern Region and 
beyond. Crucially the 
flights carry specialist 
trauma Doctors and 
Paramedics who can start 
treatment straight away, 
thus saving more lives 
and reducing the effect 
of head and other severe 

injuries. Serious incidents 
can happen anywhere; 
at the roadside, in town 
centres, at sporting events, 
in remote locations, at the 
water’s edge, in the school 
playground or even in 
someone’s home.

At Magpas, they know 
life is precious. As an 
organisation, their core 
focus has always been 
about getting the right 
model of care, within 
the right time frame to 
seriously ill and injured 
patients when they need 
it most. The charity 

receives no Government 
or National Lottery 
funding and relies wholly 
on generous donations 
from the public. Why not 
show your support, just by 
popping into the Magpas 
Charity Shop. It’s based 
at the Magpas fundraising 
HQ, Centenary House, 
St Mary’s Street in 
Huntingdon and is open 
from 9am - 5pm, Monday 
to Friday. It is run by 
a group of fabulous 
volunteers, who sell a wide 
variety of goods: clothes, 
accessories, baby knit 
wear, ornaments, games 

and bric-a-brac. Why not 
pop in, the Magpas team 
would love to see you! 
Debbie Florence, Magpas 
Fundraising Manager at 
Magpas says, “Our charity 
stall is becoming a real 
treasure trove, you never 
know what you might find 
there!” Debbie goes on to 
say, “It’s really heartening 
that so many volunteers 
help us run the shop”. For 
more information, please 
don’t hesitate to call 
Debbie on
(01480) 371 060 or email:
Debbie@magpas.org.uk.

Michael Burrell sadly passed away 
on the 28th June 2014. He enjoyed 
an illustrious career in theatre and 
film in both the UK and the United 
States, as an actor, writer and 
director. His film credits included 
such diverse performances as the 
headmaster in Pink Floyds Video 
from the album The Wall to Carter 
in Les Miserables.

For many years Michael was 
involved in many Huntingdon 
youth projects. He was Chairman 
of Natural High a charity working 
with disadvantaged young people in 
Cambridgeshire. He was an active 
member in the community and 
from 2010 -2013 was Chairman of 
the National Liberal Club. 

Michael will be sadly missed by 
many that knew him and those who 
were touched by his generosity of 
spirit and enthusiasm for life. He 
was a gentleman and a truly gentle 
man.

Michael Burrell 1937 - 2014

MICHAEL BURRELL TRIBUTE
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Following on from such a succesful year, the fundraising team has 
added a number of new events along with some old favourites from 
2013. These include 2 Zumbathons, one of which took place at the 
Medway centre in Huntingdon in early July. The event raised over 
£600 (a big thank you to ZumbaDebs for all her hard work).

The Deputy Mayor has been very active with fundraising efforts this 
year. Activities have included jumping out of an aeroplane at 13000ft 
all in the name of charity.

2014/15 is looking extremely busy and the team is determined to 
have fun and help as many local people as possible. Should you wish to 
gain further information or just keep updated on the Mayor’s events 
please visit us at www.facebook.com/huntingdonfundraising or
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk/town-council/mayor-s-charities

Doug McIlwain
Chairman of the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Fundraising Team 2014/15

THE CHARITIES ARE:
• The Bridgeway Development

• 1st Hartford Brownies

• Young Carers - Huntingdon

• Fusion Youth Projects

• Huntingdon In-Town Centre

• Huntingdon Youth Theatre

• The Ladybird Boat Trust

• Speakability Huntingdona

The Fundraising Team has a 
number of events planned 
between now and Christmas, 
which include:

• Pampered Chef evening at the Town Hall 

• A Bucket Collection at Tesco 

• A Music Hall Evening at the 

Commemoration Hall 

• A stall at the Christmas Lights Switch On

• A Christmas Dinner at the Town Hall

• A Pantomime at the Commemoration 

Hall

• A Ladies Night at the Town Hall

• A Bag Pack at Tesco

THIS YEAR, THE MAYOR OF HUNTINGDON HAS CHOSEN 8 LOCAL GROUPS TO 
BENEFIT FROM MONEY RAISED THROUGH RUNNING A NUMBER OF EVENTS.

Mrs Linda Fairbrother, High Sheriff 
of Cambridgeshire, has completed 
her walk through the county of 
Cambridgeshire raising money for 
MacMillan Cancer Support and The 
High Sheriff Awards.   Over 6 days 
the High Sheriff walked over 70 miles 
visiting 20 cities, towns and villages. 

On the 14th July I had the pleasure 
of joining the High Sheriff and walking 
the Sawtry to Huntingdon leg. I was 
accompanied by my mother Cheryl 
Beeby and upon entering the town 
boundary we were joined by Cllr 

Ann Blackwell. The High Sheriff and I 
were overwhelmed to be greeted by 
the Mayor in Full Civic Robes on the 
Market Square and invited into the 
Town Hall for Tea and Cake.

The High Sheriff thanked all 
who sponsored her walk by making a 
donation which will be shared equally 
between Macmillan and the High 
Sheriff Awards. 

Cllr Tanya Forster
Deputy Mayor of Huntingdon
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On the evening of Thursday 15th 
May 2014, Huntingdon Town 
Councillors unanimously voted for 
Councillor Bill Hensley to serve 
as Mayor of Huntingdon for his 
second consecutive term, during 
the local government year 2014/15.  
Additionally, the Council appointed 

Councillor Tanya Forster as Deputy Mayor for a second 
year running.

The Mayor thanked his colleagues, outlining his ambition to 
give as much to the Town and its people as possible, for 
another year. His previous year as Mayor of Huntingdon had 

been hugely rewarding and proved to 
be an inspiration into giving another 
year of help and support, continuing 
in working to improve the Town and 
the community.

The motto ‘Local, Local, Local’ was 
stressed as being equally important 
for 2014/15 and help was offered to 

support community events, whether they be fundraising 
or to help raise awareness. If you would like the Mayor 
to attend an event or offer support, please contact his 
Secretary, Marilyn Simpson on 01480 411883.

Readers may recall that in the last issue of About Town, a 
competition was announced, to award a local business for 
always going the extra mile. There were four top candidates 
for the award, being:

• Adams, Cook & Pearce Limited, 89 High Street, Huntingdon
• Deavesons, 26 High Street, Huntingdon
• Shop Mobility, Princes Street, Huntingdon
• King of the Belgians Public House, 27 Main Street, Hartford,

Adams, Cook & Pearce Limited is a retailer of large and 
small domestic appliances, televisions and radios. They were 
nominated due to their customers finding them extremely 
courteous and polite, with excellent personal service. They 
also deliver and fit their goods free of charge.

Deavesons is a small family run jeweller.  They were nominated 
for always going the extra mile to help customers find what 
they need. They have been found to always be happy to help, 

with members of staff having a friendly and welcoming smile. 

Shop Mobility is a charity based in Princes Street car park, 
providing wheelchairs and scooters for the less abled when 
doing their shopping in Huntingdon. The charity is manned 
by a team of volunteers to cover 9am to 3pm 6 days a week.

King of the Belgians is a Public House in Huntingdon. This 
year, the Pub was awarded ‘Community Pub of the Year’ by 
CAMRA, as well as claiming the award for ‘The Best Pub 
in Cambridgeshire’. The Pub was voted for as a result of 
its ongoing efforts to support local charities, with its ‘Beer 
Fest’ having topped its fundraising target in 2014, reaching a 
fantastic £4,000.

To vote for your favourite local business,
please send your nomination and reason why to:
natasha.pierson@huntingdontown.gov.uk or post it 
to Huntingdon Town Council, Town Hall, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon, PE29 3PJ. Thank you.

Mayor and Deputy Mayor

FAREWELL KATY SISMORE

of Huntingdon 2014/15

Business Awards

Katy Sismore has spent many years 
putting huge efforts into improving 
our Town.  Katy’s career in Huntingdon 
began as the Huntingdon Business 
Against Crime Manager in 2003. In 
2007, she became the Huntingdon 
Town Partnership Manager, steering 

the Town in the right direction, 
which has recently transformed the 
Partnership into BID Huntingdon.

The Town Council has always worked 
extremely closely with Katy, and will 
miss her friendly face and presence 

around the Town. 

On behalf of Councillors and Staff, 
we would like to give thanks to Katy 
for all that she has done over the 
years and wish her the all best for 
future endeavours.



On 12th June, the Senior Citizens of Huntingdon were 
welcomed by Huntingdon Town Council to a wartime 

themed Summer Tea Party at the Commemoration Hall.

The Mayor of Huntingdon and Deputy Mayor greeted 
over 100 guests who enjoyed a selection of summer food 
prepared by Caroline Catering.  

On top of their summer tea, every guest received a packet 
of poppy or vegetable seeds kindly donated by Huntingdon 
In Bloom, a personalised replica ration book and evacuee 
name tag.

In the spirit of wartime tradition of ‘waste not want not’, 
patriotic themed afternoon tea food boxes were delivered 
to the Salvation Army Centre by Huntingdon Town Council 
members. These were very much appreciated by Zelda…
and her team!

Huntingdon Town Council would like to thank everyone 
who donated prizes for the raffle especially Councillors and 
many kind members of the public.

Special thanks, as always, go to Roy and Malcolm for all their 
help throughout the day and to the many volunteers who 
gave their time to help make the day run so smoothly and 
fun for everyone.

The Council would also like to thank Marilyn Simpson for 
her sterling efforts. Additional thanks go to Cllr Sarabia and 
other Councillors for their help and support with the event.
We look forward to seeing everyone again at the Christmas 
Lunch on 4th December. Form attached below – please 
return these as early as possible to avoid disappointment.

A jolly good time at the 
Pensioner’s Summer Tea

Pensioners’ Christmas Lunch 2014 

Huntingdon Town Council is hosting a Christmas Lunch 
on Thursday 4th December at the Commemoration Hall, 
Huntingdon for Huntingdon’s Senior Citizens.

The afternoon commences at 12.00 pm and tickets are 
available on a first-come, first-served basis.   To reserve 
your place, please complete the form or contact the Town 
Council on 01480 411883.

Name  

I would like ............. (no of tickets – maximum 2) for 
the Pensioners’ Christmas Lunch on 4th December 
commencing at 12.00 pm in the Commemoration Hall.

Names of guests and their postcode:

1.

2.       
  
We are of pensionable age and registered electors in 
Huntingdon Town.

Signed  

Address  

Food gift boxes delivered to the Salvation Army


