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Town Council News

Our Forthcoming Meetings
Please note all meetings commence at 7.00pm and take place in the Town 
Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon PE29 3PJ unless otherwise stated.  
For further information, please contact Huntingdon Town Council on  
01480 411883 or email town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Meetings are open to the public and agendas allow time for representation 
and questions from the public.

Date: Meeting:
5th September Town Council 

 Planning Applications Panel

19th September Leisure & Community Services Committee 
 Planning Applications Panel 
 Twinning Sub Committee

3rd October Planning Applications Panel 
 Grants Sub Committee 
 Lettings Sub Committee

17th October Finance Committee 
 Planning Applications Panel

31st October Planning Applications Panel

7th November Town Council 
 Twinning Sub-Committee

14th November Leisure & Community Services Committee 
 Planning Applications Panel

28th November Planning Applications Panel

12th December Finance Committee 
 Planning Applications Panel

Who’s Who at the Council?
Images & contact details* for local Councillors

Sid Akthar 
East 
07765 880806

Alan Cole  
East  
01480 392990

Andrew Bish 
West 
01480 411883

Stuart Hassell 
East 
07944 156400

Bill Hensley 
East 
07767 823424

Jennifer Sarabia 
West 
01480 380760

Trish Shrapnel 
East 
01480 731775

Raj Subhan 
West 
01480 411883

Andrew Ellington 
West 
07903 949793

Colin Hyams 
East 
01480 276118

Susan Mulcahy 
East 
01480 451604

Kevin Sumner 
East 
01480 391771

Ann Beevor 
North 
01480 382428

Patrick Kadewere 
North 
07546 432183

Alan Mackender-
Lawrence 

North 01480 531004

Christine Mackender-
Lawrence 

North 01480 531004

Ann Blackwell 
West 
01480 436822

Tanya Forster 
West 
07863 209081

*email addresses 
are available on our 

website at www.
huntingdontown.gov.uk

Tom Sanderson 
West 
01480 436822

Cover photo: an aerial photo of Huntingdon taken in 
1953, the year of the Queen’s Coronation

Friday 6th September 
Starz in Your Eyes. Commemoration Hall, Huntingdon, 7.30pm 
to 9.30pm. Tickets £5. A Vegas themed night with a very special 
guest….

Every other Friday – Starting 6th September 
Farmers Markets. Market Hill, Huntingdon 8am – 2pm. Fresh, 
local produce sold by those who produce it. 

Saturday 7th September 
HCR104fm Live in the Park. Bloomfield Park, Huntingdon 
12pm – 4pm. Following on from the success of last year, head 
down to Bloomfield Park for live entertainment, a great variety 
of charity stalls, refreshments, a bouncy castle and much much 
more! HCR104fm will also be broadcasting live from the park. 
Information: www.hcrfm.co.uk 

Wednesday 11 September 
Wednesday Wildlife Wander. Hinchingbrooke Country Park, 
10.00am - 12.00pm. Enjoy a guided walk around the park looking 
out for birds and wildlife. Meet at the Café. A free event for all to 
enjoy.  Information: 01480 451568

Saturday 14 September 
Dragonfly and Damselfly Walk. Hinchingbrooke Country 
Park, 2.00pm – 4.00pm. Join local experts for a walk around the 
park where you will learn about dragonflies and damselflies. 
Meet at the Café. Donations to The British Dragonfly Society can 
be made. A free event for all to enjoy.  Information:  01480 451568

Sunday 15 September 
Honey Show. Hinchingbrooke Country Park, 11.00am - 3:00pm. 
Discover the importance of bees and see inside a beehive. Try 
the different honey varieties and learn about the role of the 
beekeeper. Have a go at candle rolling, see candles dipped, 
admire the wax models and much more. Something for everyone! 
A free event for all to enjoy. Information: 01480 451568

Friday 20th September 
Entertainment Legend Anita Harris. Commemoration Hall, 
Huntingdon  7.30pm. An evening of music and nostalgia. Tickets 
are limited and available at £12 from Huntingdon Town Hall or 
01480 411883 or online www.ticketsource.co.uk/patch

Saturday 21st September 
Huntingdon Male Voice Choir. Hinchingbrooke Performing 
Arts Centre, 7.30pm. Information: 01480 830689 

Friday 4th October 
Ian Barton Presents the Very Best of Tony Hancock. 
Commemoration Hall, Huntingdon 7.30pm. An evening full of 
some of the best Galton and Simpson sketches of Hancock’s 
career. Tickets are limited and available at £10 from Huntingdon 
Town Hall or 01480 411883 or online www.ticketsource.co.uk/
patch

Saturday 17th October 
Mayor’s Charity Event: Music Hall Theatre.    
Information:  01480 411883 

Friday 8th November 
Free Firework Display. Coneygear Park, Coneygear Road, 
Huntingdon 5pm - 8pm.  The Firework Safety Competition will be 
delivered to all primary & infant schools week beginning 21/10/13 
for collection after half-term.  Nursery Schools are invited to 
enter the Best Guy Fawkes competition.  Prizes will be handed 
out at the display. Information: OCAG.now@gmail.com

Friday 8th November – Sunday 24th November 
Unidentified Photographs of old Huntingdonshire. 
Huntingdonshire Archives and Local Studies, Huntingdon Library.  
Information: 0345 045 5225

Forthcoming Events
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Town Council News

Town Hall refurbishment
Since the last issue of About Town, it really has been all 

go here in the Town Hall. Phase II redevelopment of the 
building has now been completed, creating further available 
space for external hire. 

The exterior of the building has had a real makeover, with 
the walls being sanded and repainted, restoring its natural 
grandeur on the Market Square. 

The Rural Cambs Citizens Advice Bureau has settled in well 
to the building, making the most of the newly created office and 
meeting room space on the ground floor.

We think everyone will agree however, that it is the two 
former Court Rooms, which have really been bought back to 
life. These spaces have had their original Georgian parquet 
flooring exposed, sanded and varnished, as well as having the 
public galleries re-opened, new lighting installed and an audio 
visual system set to be installed. As a result of this work, these 
two beautiful rooms are now available for public hire, ideal for 
conferences, meetings and training events. 

Due to the nature of these rooms, and with the building being 
listed, we have worked extremely closely with Conservation 
Officers, to ensure that the building and its rooms maintain 
their sense of originality. This therefore makes the Courts ideal 
venues for educational trips, film and TV settings – you never 
know, you may even see Luther walking down the High Street!

The former cells have been converted into a new meeting 
room, named after one of Huntingdon and Godmanchester’s 

Twin Towns, Szentendre. To make this room light and airy, the 
windows have been exposed and new lighting has been fitted. 
The cell doors still remain a feature of this room, making it a 
quirky, yet functional meeting room space. 

Last but by no means least, the National flag flying from the 
roof of the building can soon be admired by night. The flag will 
fly 365 days of the year and will soon be floodlit for all residents 
and visitors to enjoy.

Huge thanks goes to Murfitts, the building contractors who 
have seen the process from start to finish. The final product 
of phase II really does the building justice, and the Town Hall 
is now restored as an important piece of living history in the 
Market Square.

Welcome
Welcome to the 61st Edition of your About Town 

magazine. Next year, 2014 sees the 100th anniversary 
of the commencement of the First World War. We would 
welcome any stories or memories of Huntingdon people 
who may have been involved in the conflict. Please also 
feel free to send in any other articles or items of interest 
that you would like to see in the magazine. 

2013 sees the 90th year of the Thinking Soldier’s 
memorial on the Market Square. The memorial was 
first commissioned in 1922 by the Women’s Institute and 
unveiled by Lord Sandwich on Armistice Day in 1923. 90 
years later, it remains in the Square as symbol of respect 
to mark the lives lost during the First and Second World 
War. 

Huntingdon itself is going through major change at the 
moment and it’s very exciting to see such improvements 
being made. The re-location of Sainsbury’s and the 
re-development of Chequers Court are just a couple of 
many changes we are going to see over the next few years.

Here at the Council, we’re still looking for volunteers to 
help with the running of next year’s Huntingdon in Bloom 
entry. If you are interested in finding out more about this 
opportunity, please get in touch with us.

We hope you enjoy reading this issue and welcome 
any feedback or suggestions for future issues of your 
magazine. Cllr Jennifer Sarabia

To promote your event please contact Marilyn 
Simpson on town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk

Saturday 9th November 
Mayor’s Charity Event: Zumbathon.  Medway Centre, Medway 
Centre.   11.30am-3.00pm. Raising funds for the Mayor of 
Huntingdon Charities.   Information: 01480 411883 

Sunday 10th November  
Remembrance Sunday. Market Hill, Huntingdon. A service of 
Remembrance and a Parade at the War Memorial on Market Hill, 
Huntingdon at 11.00am.  Information: www.huntingdontown.gov.
uk or 01480 411883 

Monday 11th November 
Remembrance Day.  Market Hill, Huntingdon 11am. A two 
minute silence will be held to remember those who fell.

Sunday 24th November 
Christmas Lights Switch On. High Street and Market Hill, 
Huntingdon 12pm – 5pm. An afternoon full of entertainment, with 
community stalls raising money for good causes. Huntingdon 
Community Radio 104fm will be broadcasting live from the 
Market Square and Father Christmas will, of course, pay a 
visit. For more information, please contact town.council@
huntingdontown.gov.uk or www.huntingdonfirst.co.uk 

Wednesday 11th December 
Civic Carol Service.  St Marys Church, Huntingdon 7.15pm for 
7.30pm start.  Further details may be obtained from Huntingdon 
Town Council on 01480 411883.

Saturday 12th April 2014 
Mayor’s Charity Ball.  Marriott Hotel.   
Information:  01480 411883 

Forthcoming Events
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Town Council News

News from the Parks Manager
After a very slow and late spring, the 

warm sunny days made the summer 
bedding plants come out in their full glory.

The petunias have really benefitted from 
the hot sun, with the most successful 
variety being the large flowered ‘storm’ 
plants. ‘Fanfare’ were used this year in the 
hanging baskets. We hope you were able 
to admire them when walking through 
Huntingdon.

We have tried a new type of ground 
cover this year called ‘wave’. Although 
it’s fantastic at spreading and covering 

the beds, it makes hoeing the soil almost 
impossible! This variety, however, is also 
good when it comes to preventing moisture 
loss – something that was very important 
during the hot summer days in July.

When it comes to the allotments, start 
planting your winter brassicas and plan 
winter sowing of peas and broad beans. It’s 
also a good time to set your winter onions. 

We hope that you’ve enjoyed the summer 
displays and baskets, and look forward to 
planning next years!

Back in July 2013, Huntingdon Town Council saw the launch of 
its newly branded website. The new site, designed and run by 

RMIS Studio hosts a variety of features, making it an interactive 
portal for both Councillors and members of the public to access 
local knowledge and information. Key elements of the new site 
include:
•	 Council	news	and	faces
•	 Local	events
•	 Information	about	public	meetings
•	 Allotments
•	 Cemeteries
•	 Room	bookings	in	the	community	halls	–	Town	Hall	and	Medway	

Centre
•	 Town	information	and	maps
•	 Huntingdon’s	twin	towns
•	 Town	guides	and	local	businesses
•	 About	Town	magazine	archives
To visit the site, please go to www.huntingdontown.gov.uk 

Here at the Council, we always strive to provide the best possible 
service for our residents. Should you have any suggestions as 
to how we can improve the new site, please contact us on 01480 
411883 or email town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk 

If you’re having problems accessing the new site, you may need 
to clear your cache and/or browser history. In order to do this, 
click onto your internet browser and you’ll find a tools or history 
section in the top toolbar. Follow the steps to clear all browser 
history. 

Huntingdontown.gov.uk goes live!

Christmas Light Switch on
Don’t forget to put Sunday 24th November into your 

diary, as this is when the Christmas Light Switch on in 
Huntingdon will take place! The event will run from 12pm 
through until 5pm and provides an afternoon full of fun with 
an array of entertainment, community stalls raising money 
for good causes and Huntingdon Community Radio FM 
broadcasting from the Market Square. Father Christmas will 
of course be in town, alongside a wide variety of festive fun. If 
you would like to receive further information about how to be 
involved with the celebrations, please contact town.council@
huntingdontown.gov.uk or keep an eye out in the local press.

Civic Carol 
Service
Every year, Huntingdon Town Council 

holds a Civic Carol Service. The date 
of this years’ service falls on Wednesday 
11th December and will be held at St 
Mary’s Church, High Street, Huntingdon. 
Should you wish to attend, please 
arrive at the Church by 7.15pm ready 
for a 7.30pm start. During the service, 
students from St Peter’s School singing a 
number of festive hymns.
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News from the Commemoration Hall

News from the Medway Centre

Below are some forthcoming events, but please check out 
our website for more information and further details: www.
commhall.org.uk. 
•	 Cinnabar	Fairs,	quality	gifts,	arts	and	crafts	on	14th	

September,	12th	October,	24th	November	and	21st	
December.

•	 Anita	Harris	performs	here	on	Friday	20th	September	
2013.

•	 Homestart	Craft	fairs	on	28th	September,	26th	October,	
30th	November	and	14th	December.

•	 GN	Footwear	Sale	on	19th	October	and	23rd	November	
2013.

•	 Comedy	Hall	returns	here	on	25th	October	2013.	
•	 Family	wrestling	show	will	be	on	1st	December	2013.
•	 Wedding	Fair	–	January	4th	2014
We	shall	be	holding	a	wedding	fair	offering	everything	you	
will	require	for	your	special	day	including	fashion	shows,	
chocolate	fountains	and	perfect	wedding	favours	to	make	
your	day	a	day	to	remember.		If	you	would	like	to	have	
a	stand	at	the	wedding	fair	please	contact	me	for	more	
information.

Regular events at the Hall:
Mondays  – Tai Chi and Bridge Club
Tuesdays – Tai Chi and Huntingdon Youth Theatre
Wednesdays – Line Dancing 
Thursdays – Blood Donor sessions (every other week)
Fridays – Indoor Market
Sundays – Daybreak Church

We have got some great events taking place at the hall so 
please keep an eye on the website www.commhall.org.uk  

The Commemoration Hall is the ideal choice for a seminar 
or business meeting within the Cambridgeshire region, ideally 
situated in the centre of Huntingdon’s High Street. 

For large groups we have The Main Hall, which would be 
perfect for up to 200 delegates or the Minerva meeting room, 
which can accommodate up to 60. The foyer area is also a 
popular area to hold more casual meetings for between 2-20 
people.

As our Main Hall and foyer is on the ground floor, access 
for disabled delegates and/or wheelchair access is easily 
accommodated.

The Medway Centre is buzzing with 
activity. We have lots of clubs that 

hire the Centre for all different age 
groups. From physical activity to taking 
it slowly, I’m sure you’ll find a group that 
you can join – please visit our website for 
further details at www.huntingdontown.
gov.uk and check out our ‘What’s On’ 
section. Our newest group is Zumba 
which takes place at the Medway Centre 
every Tuesday evening at 7.30pm. If you 
are interested in Zumba, please contact 
Debs on 07891 375954. Alternatively, if 
you are interested in setting up your own 
group, please do contact me, I’d be happy 
to help you get started.

The Centre is already taking bookings 
for Christmas so please contact me to 
avoid disappointment. With new speakers 
shortly to be installed, the main Hall will 
be an ideal area to hold a party. 

If you enjoy 1940’s and 1950’s music, 
why not come along to the Medway 
Centre on the evening of Saturday 12 
October 2013. The Medway Users Group 
will be hosting an event called ‘You Must 
Remember This’ with the singer Diane 
Moore performing lots of classic songs 
from the 40’s and 50’s. Tickets will 
cost £7 which includes a buffet. Please 
contact the Medway Centre on 01480 
388677 to reserve your ticket. 

We can provide video presentation screens and a projector 
if required, making our venues perfectly suited for breakfast 
meetings, training seminars, away days, team building 
meetings, workshops and interviews.

The Commemoration Hall is an ideal and competitively 
priced venue for hire for all occasions from weddings, parties 
and performances to business conferences and training. We 
can cater for any event. Please contact me if you require any 
information on the Hall, would like to make a booking or would 
like to arrange to come down to have a look around.  I can be 
contacted on info@commhall.org.uk or telephone 01480 455167.

I look forward to hearing from you, 
Marilyn Bailey, Manager  

Big congratulations go to our 
Caretaker Roy Chandler and his wife 

Sarah for the birth of their baby girl, 
Marilyn Sandra Claire Chandler born on 
3rd July weighing a very healthy 8lbs 
12oz. The Mayor of Huntingdon, along 
with fellow Councillors and Town Council 
staff wish Roy, Sarah, Thomas, Jenni 
and the new addition all the very best for 
their future as a family.

Congratulations
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For more information about the East Anglian Air 
Ambulance Charity, contact the charity on 0845 066 
9999 or visit our website at www.eaaa.org.uk, or 
follow us on Facebook: East Anglian Air Ambulance 
Charity and Twitter: @EastAngliAirAmb.

If you need any further information, contact 
Martine Silkstone on 01223 403600 (Tuesday & 
Thursday) or email cambridge.comms@eaaa.org.uk.

When you think of donating to a charity you probably think of 
giving money but have you ever thought about giving your 

time?
The East Anglian Air Ambulance is a 365-day helicopter 

emergency medical service which covers Norfolk, Suffolk, 
Cambridgeshire and Bedfordshire. With a medical crew highly 
trained in critical care, we bring the emergency room to the 
patient within 25 minutes, we can then transport them to the 
most appropriate hospital if needed. Since our launch in 2000, 
we have attended over 12,500 life-saving missions and we rely 
on volunteers throughout the region to help us continue this vital 
work. 

Volunteer Programme Development Manager, Victoria Pank 
explains: “Volunteers are a valuable resource for our charity. We 
receive no Government funding and, quite simply, without the 
dedication and support of so many fabulous people, we couldn’t 
work in the way that we do.”

James Edgehill, a retired carpenter and retained fire fighter 
from Cromer in Norfolk, has been a volunteer since 2006: 
“Working as a fire fighter made me realise just how important 
the air ambulance is, especially when we attended road traffic 
collisions in which injured people were trapped in their cars. I 
wanted to help the EAAA when I retired and I’ve got more and 
more involved. In a typical week I might be selling merchandise 
at an event one day; representing the charity at a couple of 
fundraising functions locally the next and collecting collection 

Do you have time to spare?
boxes the day after. I enjoy the variety of work and being ‘the 
face of the charity’ in my area.”

So if you have some spare time, either regularly or 
occasionally, come and join our team and help the East Anglian 
Air Ambulance continue to save lives in your area. There are 
many opportunities available, working behind the scenes in 
one of our offices or as a public speaker or event supporter, 
the choice is yours! We will make sure that you are offered a 
position which best suits your skills, interests and availability.

It’s great fun and very rewarding – I should know, I have 
recently become a volunteer for this amazing charity. Why don’t 
you?

Visit our website at www.eaaa.org.uk/support-us/volunteer  
to find out more or ring Victoria on 01603 489406  
(victoria.pank@eaaa.org.uk).

Martine Silkstone

The Queen’s Coronation anniversary was celebrated by the 
residents of Great Northern Street with a traditional street party 

on Sunday 14th July. Houses were decorated with Union Jack flags 
and bunting, with pride of place given to one flag in particular, a relic 
of the Coronation itself. Tables overflowing with a huge variety of 
delicious food and cakes lined the street and the smell of food cooking 
on the BBQ went on throughout the afternoon. Children enjoyed taking 
part in the best crown competition, making the day feel even more 
regal! It was a great way for everyone to get to know their neighbours 
and huge thanks go to Vanessa Ellington, Georgina Manning and many 
other residents for working so hard to ensure a fantastic day was had 
by all.

Great Northern Street party
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If you love gardening, an award-
winning website can provide you 

with help and advice about the 
equipment available to make day-to-
day tasks in the garden easier.
Help and support with day-to-day 
living 

AskSARA has proved popular with 
local people since a Cambridgeshire 
version launched last year. So far 
it has helped nearly 4,000 people 
across the County access advice and 
information about the equipment and 
support available locally to help them 
remain independent and in their own 
homes. In addition to maintaining the 

garden and outdoors, a wide range 
of topics are covered from managing 
medication and eating healthily to 
equipment to aid hearing, personal 
care and household chores. 

Whether you need advice for 
yourself, or for a friend or relative 
that you care for, you can find out 
about the equipment available 
by visiting AskSARA at www.
cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asksara  
For anyone without access to, or 
not confident in using the Internet 
the staff and volunteers in your 
local library can help you to find 
information.

Award winning website helps 
find equipment to assist you 
in maintaining your lifestyle

The Mayor, Councillor Bill Hensley, presented prizes to 
the winners of Huntingdon Town Council’s Best Kept 

Allotment Competition at the Allotment Holder’s Forum in 
August. 

First place was awarded to Mr Moody, of plot number 
32a at Sallowbush Road. Mr Jones of plot number 35 at 
Hartford Road came a close second and third place went to 
Mr Foley of plot 18 at Sallowbush Road. The award for the 
‘Best Newcomer’ was given to Mrs Youthed, of plot 40a at 
Sallowbush Road. Independent Judge, Philip Peacock, who 
inspected all 230 plots across the Council’s four allotment 
sites in Huntingdon, said “in view of the lateness of the 
season, the allotments were well cultivated, with good 
crops in evidence.”

As well as awarding a year’s free rent, Councillor 
Hensley presented Certificates of Achievement and prizes 
of gardening gift vouchers to the winning plotholders. 
Additionally, Mr Moody was presented with the Hodson 
Challenge Cup, which he will retain for the year. The Mayor 
commented on the success of the allotment plots despite 
the challenges of the dry season so far, saying,

“I have been thrilled to hear how much effort has been 
put into the allotments this year. The judging was a real 
eye opener into how much hard work goes into every plot. 
Plotholders’ have had a real challenge on their hands 
with the weather, but it is evident that everyone has really 
persevered to do the best they can. It has also been great 
to see so many families working on their allotments 
together; the community spirit across all four sites is really 
touching.” 

If you are interested in renting an allotment plot at one of 
Huntingdon Town Council’s four sites at Sallowbush Road, 
Primrose Lane, North Street or Hartford Road, please 
contact Natasha Pierson on 01480 410384, e-mail natasha.
pierson@huntingdontown.gov.uk or visit our website at 
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk for more information.

Best Kept Allotment winners
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Safer Homes Huntingdonshire is 
a scheme operated by Age UK 

Cambridgeshire as one of its accident 
prevention services covering the 
Huntingdonshire area.

We all want to continue to live safely 
in our own homes and this service is 
here to help enable you to achieve this by 
providing assistance focussing on helping 
anyone over the age of sixty to continue to 
live safely and independently at home.

The aim of the service is to help to 
prevent falls, reduce hospital admissions 
and assist with hospital discharges. 

“How does the service work?” You 
can contact a member of the Age UK 
Cambridgeshire team by telephone or in 
writing, requesting a home visit to discuss 
your needs. The appointed assessor 
will discuss with you potential risks and 
hazards, recommend improvements 
and arrange for appropriate work to be 

carried out. This could take the form of 
grab rails, additional banister rails, key 
safes, smoke detectors or a variety of 
other safety items. In addition we can also 
help with small general DIY tasks such 
as changing hard to reach light bulbs or 
fitting curtain rails. 

The service is free to anyone over 
the age of sixty, although we do ask for 
a small one off voluntary donation of 
around twenty pounds to assist in the 
schemes upkeep.  If you are not in a 
financial position to make a donation, we 
would urge you to contact us as we can 
still help you.

The service operates irrespective of 
the type of home you live in and is not 
means tested so there will be no sensitive 
financial information to divulge.

Safer Homes Huntingdonshire -  
Helping to keep you safe at home.

Safer Homes Huntingdonshire

If	you	feel	that	you,	or	a	neighbour	
would	benefit	from	a	visit	please	
contact	the	Scheme	Co-ordinator	
either	by	telephoning	on	the	
number	below	or	writing	to	the	
address	below.	
Age	UK	Cambridgeshire
(Safer	Homes	Huntingdonshire)
The	Maple	Centre
Oak	Drive
Huntingdon
PE29	7HN
T	01480	700	205	or	07728	262	349

A new money and debt advice service is to open in October to 
cover the Huntingdon and Godmanchester area.  It will be 

launched by Jonathan Djanogly MP in an opening event on 11th 
October at Huntingdon Community Church.  

Huntingdon Area Money Advice (HAMA) is being run by 
volunteers from local Christian churches and will provide free 
budgeting and debt advice.  Having its Centre in Huntingdon 
Community Church, it will also offer counselling on the 
Oxmoor in the Maple Centre and in Godmanchester at the 
Baptist Church.  A charity in its own right, HAMA will be part 
of Community Money Advice, a national charity which enables 
churches and other organisations to start and operate a fully 
supported and regulated debt advice service.

Colin Weaver, Chair of the HAMA Trustees, said that he 
hopes HAMA will be able to work alongside existing debt advice 
providers, such as the Rural CAB, to meet the increasing 
demands generated by the current economic climate. “As 
Christians we have a passion for meeting people’s needs”, Colin 
said, “and through HAMA we hope to offer hope in these days of 
financial challenges”.

For further information see HAMA’s website at:   
www.huntsmoneyadvice.co.uk, telephone: 01480 418866 or 
e-mail:  help@huntsmoneyadvice.co.uk.

New debt advice service 
to open in Huntingdon

Fire safety tips
What lovely weather we have seen across Cambridgeshire 

this Summer!
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service hopes you have all 

been staying fire safe with your latest outdoor activities, but just 
in case, here are our fire fighters’ top tips:
•	When	out	camping	or	using	a	tent,	never	use	candles	inside	

or nearby and always discourage smoking nearby. Never cook 
inside a tent either.

•	 If	cooking	outdoors,	keep	barbeques	on	level	ground,	never	
pour accelerant on it and use it well away from fences, sheds 
and foliage. 

•	 If	you	are	having	an	open	fire,	build	it	well	away	from	
buildings, tents or other flammable objects and make sure it 
is properly out when you leave.

•	When	out	in	the	countryside,	extinguish	cigarettes	properly	
and dispose of them responsibly – never throw a lit cigarette 
into a field or wooded area. 
Like our fan page on Facebook: www.facebook.com/cambsfrs, 

follow us on Twitter @cambsfrs.
To find out if you are eligible for a free home fire safety check, 

call 0800 917 99 94.

Remembrance Sunday
Remembrance Sunday is the day traditionally put aside to 

remember all those who have given their lives for the peace 
and freedom we enjoy today.  On this day, people across the 
Nation pause to reflect about the sacrifices made by our brave 
Service men and women.

This year’s Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service will 
take place on the Market Square, Huntingdon on Sunday 10th 
November 2013.   A two-minute silence will also be held on the 
Market Square on the 11th November 2013. 
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Huntingdon 
Remembers 
Following our initial plea in the last 

Issue of About Town, we have had 
some fantastic feedback. If however any 
other readers have a relative who served 
during WW1 - a grandparent, parent 
or loved one, Huntingdon Town Council 
would still be very interested in hearing 
from you. 

To mark the 100th Anniversary of the 
First World War, Huntingdon will be 
remembering and commemorating the 
lives of those who fought for our country, 
and those who lost their lives.

If you have any information, 
photographs or passed down memories 
that you would like to share of former 
Huntingdon residents, please do get 
in touch by calling 01480 411883 or by 
emailing town.council@huntingdontown.
gov.uk 

On 13th June, the Senior Citizens 
of Huntingdon were welcomed by 

Huntingdon Town Council to a Summer 
Tea Party at the Commemoration Hall.

Mayor of Huntingdon, Councillor Bill 
Hensley, and Deputy Mayor, Councillor 
Tanya Forster greeted over 100 guests 
who enjoyed a selection of summer 
food prepared by Caroline Catering.  

Local musician, Dale Wilmott 
provided entertainment throughout the 
party, performing numerous songs for 
everyone to enjoy and join in with.

Huntingdon Town Council would like 
to thank everyone who donated prizes 
for the raffle especially Councillors and 
many kind members of the public.

Special thanks, as always, go to 
Roy and Malcolm for all their help 
throughout the day and to the many 
volunteers who gave their time to help 
make the day run so smoothly and fun 
for everyone.

The Council would also like to thank 
Marilyn Simpson for her sterling efforts 
on behalf of both the Town Council and 
Senior Citizens.

We look forward to seeing everyone 
again at the Christmas Lunch on 5th 
December! 

Form attached below – please return 
these as early as possible to avoid 
disappointment.

A jolly good time at the Pensioners’ Summer Tea

Pensioners’ Christmas Lunch 2013
Huntingdon Town Council is hosting a Christmas Lunch on Thursday 5th December 

at the Commemoration Hall, Huntingdon for Huntingdon’s Senior Citizens.
The afternoon commences at 12.00 pm and tickets are available on a first-come, first-
served basis. To reserve your place, please complete the form or contact the Town 
Council on 01480 411883. 

Name  

I would like   (no of tickets) for the Pensioners’ Christmas Lunch on  
5th December commencing at 12.00 pm in the Commemoration Hall.

Names of guests and their postcode   
      

  
We are of pensionable age and registered electors in Huntingdon Town.

Signed  

Address  
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The new Mayor of Huntingdon, Councillor Bill Hensley made 
a pledge when elected back in May 2013, that he would be 

supporting a number of local, deserving charities, where giving 
a little would make a big difference. A number of charities have 
been selected so far as beneficiaries, which are highlighted below.

Any additional charities are encouraged to put their names 
forward throughout the Mayoral year, should they feel that the 
Mayor could help their cause in any way. Whether it be donating 
an item, attending an event or opening a building, Councillor 
Hensley wants to make a difference.

To put your charity forward for consideration, please get in touch 
by calling the Mayor’s Secretary on 01480 411883 or by emailing 
town.council@huntingdontown.gov.uk  

Mayor of Huntingdon’s Charities

The Royal British Legion – 
Huntingdon Branch
The Royal British Legion is the UK’s leading 
Service charity. It provides practical care, 
advice and support to serving members of 
the Armed Forces, veterans of all ages and 
their families.

Practical, emotional and financial support 
is also provided for all members of the 
British Armed Forces past and present, and 
their families.

The British Legion actively campaigns to 
improve their lives and safeguard the Military 
Covenant between the nation and its Armed 
Forces.

The charity also organises the Poppy 
Appeal. It is one of the UK’s largest 
membership organisations and is recognised 
as the nation’s custodian of Remembrance.

Huntingdon & District  
Sea Cadets
Huntingdon & District Sea Cadets is 
a part of the UK’s largest maritime 
youth charity. 

Cadets go to sea, learn to sail 
and do adventure training, all on a 
nautical theme, plus get extra skills 
to get a head start in life.

Huntingdon & District Sea Cadets 
work in partnership with the Royal 
Navy under a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) and receive 
corporate support from commercial 
shipping companies and the 
Maritime sector. The core purpose 
of the charity is to celebrate Britain’s 
maritime heritage and contribute to 
its future development by supporting 
young people as Sea Cadets.

St John Ambulance
St John 
Ambulance 
teaches people 
first aid – about 800,000 last year 
alone – so that they can be the 
difference between a life lost and a 
life saved.

Thousands of the people trained go 
on to offer their skills and time to be 

the difference right in the 
heart of their community, 
as St John Ambulance 
volunteers – to provide 
first aid at public events, 
to be Community First 
Responders who attend 
emergency calls and 
provide care until the 
ambulance arrives, to 
provide patient transport, 
or as back up to local 
ambulance services 
during local major 
emergencies.

St John Ambulance 
also offers special first 
aid programmes for 
schools and activities for 
young people.
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Acorn Cancer Support Group
The Acorn Cancer 
Support Group’s aim is 
to alleviate the physical 
and emotional distress of 
cancer patients and their 
carers.

St. Ives is the registered office but 
all meetings and support covers St 
Ives, Huntingdon and Ramsey, and 
surrounding areas.          

Sometimes you may need a place 
to off-load, a chance to re-charge, or 
to meet other people who know what 
you are going through.

The Acorn Cancer Support Group 
offers a free cup of tea and a chat, 
free advice on problems whether 
physical, social, financial or 
emotional, free individual relaxation 
therapy and free collective relaxation 
sessions. Free social outings are also 
arranged.

Speakability
Speakability Huntingdonshire is the local self financing, self help social 
group, supporting those living with aphasia (lack of speech) after stroke, 
head injury or neurological disease, and their carers. Members of the 
charity come from all over Huntingdon and beyond. 

Speakability Huntingdonshire is affiliated to the national charity, 
Speakability, and is now in its 9th year. Speakability Huntingdonshire’s 
‘home’ is at the Medway Centre in Huntingdon, where the group meets on 
the 2nd Tuesday of every month between 1.45pm and 3.45pm. 

The group supports carers as much as sufferers, be they spouses, other 
family members, friends or professionals. Meetings give all an opportunity 
to leave home, to enjoy a relaxed time with those who understand these 
most difficult and frustrating social disabilities. Quizzes, games and talks 
are just some of many activities carried out at the Centre.

Referrals can be made by speech therapists, doctors, Social Services, 
the Stroke Association, family, friends or individuals by contacting Anna 
Bratby on 01480 891977.



About Town No 61. September 2013 11

The Papworth Trust Centre in 
Huntingdon offers a choice of 
activities for disabled people to 
have fun, learn new skills and 
do work experience.
Activities include:
•	Art	and	culture
•	Arts	and	crafts 
•	Baking
•	Cake	decorating
•	Card	making
•	Cook	and	dine
•	Cooking
•	Core	skills
•	Digital	photography
•	Drama
•	Filmmaking
•	Gym

•	Independent	living
•	Learn	guitar
•	Music
•	Needlecraft
•	Out	and	about
•	Sailing
•	Sequin	art
•	Singing
•	Social	skills	and	confidence
•	Song	writing
•	Work	skills
Opening hours

The Huntingdon Centre is 
open on weekdays (Monday-
Friday) from 9.30am to 4pm. 
There is also a ‘Cook and dine’ 
session on Tuesday evenings 
from 5pm to 7.30pm.

Papworth Trust – Saxongate

Mayor of Huntingdon’s Charities

Woodlands 
Centre
The Woodlands 
Centre at Hinchingbrooke Hospital 
was opened in January 1998 and 
was originally funded by charitable 
monies.   Cancer patients attend new 
and follow up clinics and also have 
their chemotherapy treatments at 
the Centre. Over the last few years, 
there has been an increase in 20% of 
patients being treated at the Centre, 
hence the reason to expand.   

The Woodlands Centre in 
Huntingdon has been awarded a 
Macmillan Quality Environment Mark 
(MQEM) for offering high standards of 

care for people affected 
by cancer.

The award was 
launched in January 
2010 by the charity 
Macmillan Cancer 
Support and is the 
first in the UK that 
specifically assesses 
how well buildings such 
as chemotherapy and 
palliative units provide 
support and care to 
people affected by 
cancer.
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In-Town Centre
The Club is called “The 
In-Town Centre” and meets 
each Thursday throughout the 
year in St Mary’s Hall near 
the bus station in Huntingdon. 
The current membership is in 
the region of 25 and is open 
to all local residents who for 
various reasons are isolated 
and in need of friendship and 
company. By definition, most 
of the members are either 
widowed or have no close 
family members living locally.

Foodbank is part of ‘Love Oxmoor’, which 
is the name given to social action work of 
Medway Church and has a separate budget 
within our accounts; all of the funds go to help 
families and individuals in times of need within 
the Oxmoor area. 

Moor Community Centre is also planning 
a debt and money advice centre, which will 
open in the autumn, Partnering with 2 other 
churches in the area.

The Centre also partners with a lady from 
the local community to run a small shop, 
which provides affordable clothes, shoes and 
baby equipment. The com-munity shop opens 
2 days a month and is run by a faithful team of 
volunteers; all funds raised from the shop will 
be put into helping families on the estate. 

The part of ‘Love Oxmoor’ that the Mayor 
is particularly interested in supporting is the 
Foodbank. 

The Foodbank Provides a 3-day food parcel 
for families in a time of crisis. People are 
referred by service providers such as social 
services, children’s centres and schools and 
the Foodbank distributes the parcels through 
them. 

The aim in working with service providers is 
to meet with people at their point of need and 
signpost them to other agencies who can help. 
Foodbank focuses on the Oxmoor estate as 
this is part of the ‘Love Oxmoor’ vision.

Food Bank at the  
Moor Community Centre

Huntingdon Senior Section Girl Guides
Girlguiding is the leading charity for girls and young 
women in the UK. Thanks to the dedication and support of 
100,000 amazing volunteers, Girlguiding is active in every 
part of the UK, giving girls and young women a space 
where they can be themselves, have fun, build brilliant 
friendships, gain valuable life skills and make a positive 
difference to their lives and their communities. 

Girlguiding builds girls’ confidence and raise their 
aspirations. It gives them the chance to discover their full 
potential and encourage them to be a powerful force for 
good.

The Senior Section is a flexible, fun programme open 
to young women from their 14th birthday until their 26th 
birthday. There are a number of ways you can be involved 
and the opportunities are immense, from international 
volunteering to improve your CV.
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Moor WI
meeting dates and 
details for 2013
Moor WI meets in the Moor Community Centre & Café 

(inside the Maple Centre, above the Post Office in Oak 
Drive, Huntingdon) on the fourth Thursday of the month at 
12noon. 

Every meeting there is a speaker or members’ activity and 
a competition. Members vote with coins for the competition 
winner, the value of the coins then given to ACWW (Associated 
Country Women of the World).  There is also a social time, for 
members to get together and make friends. A book club is due 
to be established. 

The programme for the next few months is:

26th September
Speaker: Trevor Gunton: In search of Vikings.
Competition: My favourite brooch.
24th October 
Speaker: Carole Lovell: Introduction to spinning.
Competition: Photograph of an animal that you have taken 
yourself. 
For more information telephone 01480 451018 or email 

paulineknit@hotmail.com.

On 19th May 2013 two sewing machines and two large 
bags containing quilts, sewing kits and knitted items 

were shipped to the Jack CECUP School in Lusaka. They were 
received on 24th May. 

As mentioned in the June issue of About Town, the 
Headteacher of the school, Wiseman Banda visited the Medway 
Centre Craft Group to tell members about his “Teenage Mums 
Sewing Project”.

Many people have generously donated fabrics which Medway 
Craft Group members have been very busy using to make quilts 
for the teenage mum’s children. These will keep the children 
warm on cold nights and give the mothers ideas as to what 
they could perhaps make to sell.  The Group has also provided 
knitted items as we have a number of experienced knitters, that 
the mothers could make for themselves or sell. Everything sent 
is accompanied by simple instructions.

Medway Craft Group has been given many other things such 
as sewing machines, notions, threads, knitting needles and 

yarn, and is still 
collecting donations. A 
big thank you goes out 
to each and everyone 
who has made a 
donation for which the 
Group is very grateful.  
Special thanks go to 
Julie and Sarah at Bee 
Crafty in Ellington for 

Medway Craft Group
First shipment of donations arrives in Lusaka

their generosity and for acting as a collection point for sewing 
machines and donations. 

The next shipment will be the ten sewing machines already 
donated and other donations collected in the meantime. The 
shipment will be sent as soon as enough money has been raised 
to cover the cost. 

Please contact Mary Adlam on 01480 453219 or Helen 
Hollington on 01480 456505 for further details – or you may like 
to pop into one of Medway Craft Group’s alternate Thursday 
meetings at the Medway Centre, Medway Road, Huntingdon, 
PE29 1SF. Future dates are 14th June, 28th June, 12th July and 
26th July. There are no meetings in August. Visitors and new 
members welcome. 

Mary Adlam and Helen Holly

HCR104fm -  
Over to You  
Challenge Quiz Night

HCR104fm is holding its ‘Over to You’ Challenge Quiz Night 
on Friday 4th October at The Montague Club, Hartford 

Road, 7.30pm to start at 8. Various charities who have been on 
the show will be entering teams of up to 6 people £20. There 
will be a draw and £100 prize money donated to one of the 
teams, and a trophy for the winning team. Bobby Jones, Series 
Producer on ‘Over to You’ explains, "The show goes out nightly 
Mondays to Fridays, and gives local charities and individuals 
doing something in the community air time to promote their 
events, and other issues they want to raise, including any 
volunteer recruitment needs. If you belong to a charity or you 
would like to put a team together, enjoy quizzes and fancy a 
fun evening, with the chance of winning £100 for your chosen 
charity, we would love to hear from you". Call telephone 01480 
414104, or email bobby.jones@hcrfm.co.uk
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In June, Fifteen Twinners went on holiday to one of 
Huntingdon’s Twin Towns, Szentendre. Ages ranged from 

25 to 82 and the programme was appropriate to all. We spent 
time in the beautiful capital of Budapest, enjoyed a day at a 
living museum where we were treated to a very informative 
folklore exhibition, attended a reception with traditional food 
and a barbeque at Peter Kally’s house. Peter was the Mayor 
who signed the original Twinning Charter with Huntingdon 
& Godmanchester in 1996. To say thank you for our stay, we 
presented the town of Szentendre with a mask that was made 
by the women of the now defunct Huntingdon & Godmanchester 
Knitting Club. The current Mayor of Szentendre received this 
lovely gift and promised to put it on display in a prominent place 
for all to admire. It was a great weekend and one Twinner in 
particular explains below what a fantastic time we had…

Edward Welsh says:
“I would like to thank everyone for looking after me during my 

trip to Szentendre, if I wasn’t with such a great group of people, 
the trip would not have been the same.

On the build-up to the journey I must say I was very worried 
that I wouldn’t gel with anyone, but I was so warmly welcomed, 
I needn’t have worried at all. I knew that if I had any problems, 
I could turn to anyone in the group, or to new friends made 
during my time in the Town. 

I have met a new family and made new friends and I believe 
this is what Twinning is all about, meeting new people and 
enlarging our circle of friends. 

Even though it rained, nothing could have spoiled the weekend.

I would like to say a massive thank you to David Brown for 
allowing me to join in with the trip. A huge thank you also goes 
to our guides in Hungary. I have to admit I have never felt as 
welcomed as I did there. I met some truly amazing people and 
even now writing this I wish the trip could have been longer.

So to end I would like to say a big thank you to you all and to 
everyone back in Hungary.

For	more	information	about	
Szentendre,	please	go	to	our	website,	
www.huntingdontown.gov.uk	and	click	
on	the	‘Twinning’	page.

Twinners take trip to Szentendre

In 1897 Queen Victoria celebrated her Diamond Jubilee and 
on June 23rd received the Chairmen of the English County 

Councils at Buckingham Palace.
At that time the Chairman of Huntingdon County Council was 

Edward Montagu, eighth Earl of Sandwich and in his memoirs 
he outlined the events of the year. 

‘In November (1896) I was elected Mayor of Huntingdon in 
anticipation of the Queen’s (Diamond) Jubilee and served in 
that capacity for three years.’ Sandwich went to London for 
the celebrations and in his diary noted:’ I attended the queen’s 
reception of the Chairmen of the County Councils, but did not 
march past again as Mayor of Huntingdon.’

It is almost a throwaway comment but many years ago I 
bought a copy of ‘Middlesex: the Jubilee of the County Council 
1889-1939’ as I was collecting books about pre-war London. 
What I did not expect was to see a photograph, on page 82, of 
that reception.

By today’s standards it is poor quality but look carefully and 
you will see Edward Montagu is centre front.  Why he should 
appear in such a prominent position is a mystery. Although 
he was a close friend of the Prince of Wales that would not 
suggest that his presence, or perhaps that of the County of 
Huntingdonshire, would eclipse the greater personalities 
representing the richer Counties of England.

And if you take another (very) close look at him you will see 

How Huntingdon graced the  
last Royal Diamond Jubilee…

that over the uniform of a Colonel of the Grenadier Guards he is 
indeed wearing the Mayoral Chain. 

Perhaps there is some arcane law that says as our Chain 
incorporates the Royal Arms it has to be worn on Royal 
Occasions by the Mayor. Whatever the reason, the unknown 
artist obviously recognised that the Chain was sufficiently strong 
enough to be the glittering centrepiece of the picture.

The picture is no longer at the Middlesex Guildhall, which is 
now the Supreme Court. It seems to have vanished completely 
during the war years. Perhaps it is still in a box somewhere in 
a government store.  Of course, if it does turn up and no-one 
wants it perhaps we could find a home for this monumental 
record of a unique event when the Mayors Chain dazzled Queen 
Victoria.

Richard Meredith

Over the uniform of a 
Colonel of the Grenadier 
Guards Edward Montagu 
is indeed wearing the 
Mayoral Chain.
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Textiles make up about three per cent of the weight of a 
household bin.  At least half of 

the textiles we throw away can 
be recycled, however the 
proportion of textile waste 
reused or recycled annually in 
the UK is only around a quarter.  
By reusing and recycling 
textiles you will help to reduce 
the amount of this rubbish 
ending up in landfill.  

Textiles include curtains, 
bedding, towels, handbags, cloths as 
well as clothes and shoes, all of which 
can be reused or recycled into other 
useful products.

Many textiles that are in good condition 
can be reused or recycled in many ways, but 
unfortunately NOT through the district councils 
blue bin recycling scheme, so here are a few ways in 
which you can dispose of your unwanted textiles.
•	 Take	textiles	to	a	local	charity	shop	–	even	rags	can	earn	

them money. 
•	 Put	them	in	a	textile	bank	which	you	will	find	sited	throughout	

the district. Try and make sure clothes are clean and dry 

Pass it on  
– Give your unwanted textiles a new home

before you donate them and tie shoes   together. Your parish 
council receives money for every ton 

of textiles that are recycled within 
your local bank.  This money 
will then be used within your 

community, so we encourage 
you to use these sites to benefit 
all.  Find your nearest place to 
recycle your unwanted textiles 
at www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/

recyclingcentres
•	 Charities	also	make	door-

to-door collections. Keep an eye out 
for those plastic sacks coming through 

your letterbox.
•	 As	with	any	materials,	reusing	within	

your home has many benefits.  Discarded 
sheets and holey t-shirts make excellent 

cleaning cloths and dusters.  Old clothes, such as 
jeans can be turned in to fashionable accessories such 

as handbags or cushion covers.  Let your creative side 
come out and customise it to make something that is unique.

•	Hold	your	own	Swishing	Party.		Gather	your	friends	together	
to swap those gorgeous clothes and have fun at the same 
time.  More information visit www.swishing.org

Patrick Kadewere, one of the founding 
members of Unity in the Community 

explains, “In 2009, several of us sensed that 
there was a lot of fragmentation and ethnic 
diversity in the Huntingdon community but 
people weren’t coming together. Racial and 
cultural barriers seemed to hinder growth and 
development in Huntingdon. We felt it was very 
important for people of different races and 
cultures to understand each other”. 

Unity in the Community rapidly outgrew 
its original home at the Medway Centre and 
St Barnabas Learning Centre, and as more 
and more people were involved, safety issues 
prompted the organising Committee to look 
for another venue. Huntingdonshire Regional 
College (HRC) was proposed as it is pivotal in 
growing alongside Huntingdon’ ever increasing 
diverse population. Susanne Stent, Principal 
of the HRC gave her support and the College 
now has a seat on the Unity in the Community 
Steering Committee.

Unity in the Community’s growth and change of location will 
alleviate health and safety issues, will provide increased access 
for those with disabilities, provide better parking, thus allowing 
the event to prosper. We welcome all Community Leaders, 
organisers and businesses to join and be a part of the decision 
making processes, to help shape our community to provide a 

What is Unity in the Community?

prosperous present and future.
Huntingdonshire Community Group serves as the hosting 

agency of Unity in the Community. We would like to thank our 
sponsors; Luminus Group, The Freeman’s Charity, Huntingdon 
Town Council, Urban & Civic, Cambridgeshire County Council 
and Huntingdonshire Regional College.

Last but not least, our thanks go to our volunteers who work 
tirelessly all year. A Big thank you to all.
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It has been hard to get motivated in 2013 after a long winter 
meant a late summer.  Added to this, Huntingdonshire District 

Council cut-backs meant less attention to the ‘Street Scene’ 
resulting in many places turning into a meadow of long grass 
and wild flowers.   Coneygear Park was no exception; in fact the 
deterioration gave cause for concern.  Those of greatest concern 
were potholes in the football pitches, widespread dog excrement 
and full dog bins; and the long grass creating a meadow was 
unfortunately attracting people who were using it to sleep out 
unseen.  Over what seemed a long period we were finally heard 
and the park was given the attention it deserved.  Making the 
best use of the park has proved to be a way forward, particularly 
for the following projects:
Snack Shack is a new pop-up snack shop formed by young 

mums, who are now planning to be on the park each week, 
with many activities planned throughout the year to suit the 
season.

A Fruit Tree for every school. To celebrate the launch and in 
recognition of the Queens 60 year reign, fruit trees will be 
offered to every school as part of Edible Britain. The planting 
will take place this month or in October when the conditions 
will be kinder for planting trees.  

The Jubilee Garden was created by installation of a quiet area. 
With the help of Speedy Hire loaning Moor in Bloom (MIB) 
a turf Cutter, we were able to lift the grass ready for Dennis 
(Huntingdon Town Council) to rotivate the area.  This was the 
start of something which had taken 18 months to prepare.  
Eighteen months ago residents presented OCAG/MIB with 
a wish list.  The first 10 to 12 months were taken up with 
consultation, followed by voting on the three most favoured 
places.  Once chosen, funding was obtained and work began 

Oxmoor Community Action  
Group-NoW enters Moor in Bloom  

on a place to ‘take ten’ and ponder for a while or stop en 
route.  

Community Reporting took off this year. With 15 people now 
trained, it’s much easier to make a pictorial recording of 
MIB in action, reporting this back to residents keeping them 
informed. It also helps to communicate where and when 
they can be actively involved and is great for spreading the 
word. Via CANews we were able to publicise our Anti-Litter 
Campaign together with ‘Poop n Scoop’.
The judging of Oxmoor Urban Community by Anglia in Bloom 

took place on the 17th July 2013.  Not without its hic-ups, MIB 
showed the judges just how everyone pulls together to deliver 
Oxmoor at its best, making it a shining example of Unity in the 
Community.  

So a big ‘hats off’ to everyone, you made the day very special 
and judges were very impressed.  The results will be announced 
on the 17th September at Anglia in Bloom presentation.

From the 8th to the 24th of November, Huntingdonshire 
Archives and Local Studies will be displaying a selection 

of unidentified nineteenth and twentieth century photographs 
of Huntingdon, Godmanchester, St Ives and the surrounding 
villages.  All the images are from the Whitney Collection of glass 
plate negatives in Huntingdonshire Archives and were taken 
by the Huntingdon photographers Arthur Maddison, Frederick 
Hinde and Ernest Whitney from the 1860s to the 1930s.

Since 2006 Huntingdonshire Archives has been 
re-cataloguing, re-packaging and digitising these glass plate 
negatives, with the help of generous donations from the Goodliff 
Fund of the Huntingdonshire Local History Society and the 
Huntingdonshire Family History Society.  However, some images 
remain a mystery, and we are hoping that members of the 
public will be able to help identify or provide some information 
about these buildings, views and groups of people.  

For example, this image dating from the 1870s is of a group 
of sheep shearers and onlookers standing in front of an 
unidentified two-storied brick house.  We know this photograph 
was ordered by a Mr Woods, but who was he, and where is this 
building? (Reference WH1/58)

We need your help!
unidentified photographs of old Huntingdonshire

The images from Whitney 1 and Whitney 2 can be viewed on 
our website at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/archives and the 
images from Whitney 3 should be available early next year.

The display will be in Huntingdon Library.
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It has been an incredibly busy year at Hinchingbrooke, with 
a new Principal and Vice Principal joining the school and an 

exciting re-structuring taking place to create schools within 
the big school and directorates overseeing subject areas.  
Alongside all this change, the heritage and standards of 
Hinchingbrooke remain intact and stories flood in each week 
telling us of successes for our students and staff.  The school’s 
sporting specialism remains strong, shown in the two wonderful 
achievements, one of a team and one of an individual.

In the former, on Wednesday 6 March, 300 of the best Young 
Ambassadors (YAs) from across the country attended the 
prestigious Youth Sport Trust Young Ambassador Celebration 
Day at Wembley Stadium. The event closed with a spectacular 
awards ceremony in which the Hunts School Sport Partnership 
Young Ambassadors from Hinchingbrooke School walked away 
with the title of Best London 2012 project.  The award, a relay 
baton, was one of four presented by Jonathan Edwards, the 
former Olympic Champion and Triple Jump world record holder. 
This symbolises the legacy of passing on the baton of this 
project to younger students in our school.

The individual award was that of boxing champion, Ryan Adair 
who beat Mark Jeffers, who in his previous fifteen bouts had 
remained unbeaten. Ryan is now the ABAE schoolboy champion 
in the Class 3, 66kg category.  His tenacity and self-belief saw 
him through to win the bout. His superior fitness and accurate 

News from Hinchingbrooke School
punching helped him keep a constant pressure on his opponent 
and gave him a greater points score overall. Ryan progresses 
from this competition with an invitation to the Golden Gloves 
Champions’ training camp with Team GB for a possible future 
with the Olympic movement.

Another team award, this time in the sixth form was achieved 
when the team won the East of England Outstanding Team of 
the Year in the Pearson Teaching Awards. The Pearson Teaching 
Awards are an annual celebration of exceptional teachers and 
teaching, founded in 1999 by Lord Puttnam; they recognize the 
life-changing impact of an inspirational school on the lives of 
young people.  The award judges commented,

“The school motto is “Inspiring excellence Fulfilling potential” 
and this sums up what the judges saw in the VI form team at 
Hinchingbrooke; a team that “incorporates the very best of 
skills and professionalism, but often mixed with humour and 
innovation” says Di Beddow, Vice Principal.  Di also rightly 
recognises that this team has are a “rich and inclusive blend, 
where teachers and support staff are equals.” The Team from 
Hinchingbrooke School will now join fellow winners at the UK 
final of the Teaching Awards on 20th October, filmed in London 
and broadcast by the BBC.

And so, another year ends with the school looking forward to 
some innovation and excitement at the new way of working, but 
retaining the achievements and ethos of the past. 

Huntingdonshire Regional College 
Clubmans Cup Team marvellous mechanics
The tremendous efforts of the students from 

Huntingdonshire Regional College were 
recognised by the Clubmans Register who presented 
the team the Mechanics of Meeting Award after 
enduring a difficult weekend at Silverstone.

“The award was well deserved” said team leader 
Lewis Beales. “I am really proud of the efforts they 
put in to ensure the race car took to the track on time 
for both qualifying and races despite a long list of 
jobs”.

The GEM race car had been a podium winner in the 
previous two meetings but at the home of the British 
Grand Prix the car was proving disarmingly off the 
pace.

The car was plagued with slow corner understeer 
throughout the meeting. “We are slow out of the 
corners which hamper the speed down the following 
straight” explained race driver Howard Payne.

The team changed front springs for the first race 
which was ruined by a rogue tyre which was found to 
have misshapen after the event.

With no tyre company on site the team returned to the College 
overnight to exchange the tyre ready for Sunday’s race.

Qualifying for Sunday’s event was hampered by both 
understeer and oversteer.

“It was decided to revert back to the original springs and 
increase the camber on the front and rear wheels” explained 
team leader Beales.

“While it sounds simple it required a mammoth effort from 
the crew to complete the changes and carry out the safety 
checks before the race”.

A second good start by Payne, the only positive of the 
weekend, saw him make up a place at the start before gaining a 
second position in the early laps to finish in fifth place.

“The best we could do in the circumstances” remarked a 
grateful Payne. “The students made a tremendous effort and 
worked very hard all weekend”.

HRC team members - Daniel Knight, Jacob Manlow, Ashlee Thomas, Connor Gordon, Sarah 
Freemantle and motorsport lecturer Lewis Beales
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St Peter’s School students have been working hard in partnership with 
Grafham Water Centre since January this year restoring their four man 

sailing dinghy.  All their work come to fruition as the dinghy was launched 
for the first time.

Grafham Water Centre Business Development Officer Ali Baines said 
“this project has been fantastic and we have enjoyed working with the 
students and seeing them progress in ability and confidence.  We are 
very proud to have been part of supporting students in learning outside 
the classroom and they have given the project their enthusiasm and 
commitment.  It was very exciting to see the launch of the dinghy and we 
are enjoying giving them sailing lessons in it.”

Julia Robson, Intervention Coordinator at St Peter’s School said “ I am so 
proud of our students and all the work and commitment they have shown 
for this project.  They have started sailing now and the huge smiles on 
their faces as they sail their own boat has definitely made all the hard work 
worth it!  The staff and instructors at Grafham have been so helpful and 
dedicated to making the project a success I can’t thank them enough.  We 
are currently planning next year’s project!”

Under the instruction of the Grafham Water Centre instructors, students 
will complete the Royal Yachting Association qualifications.

Over the last few weeks the St Peter’s School library have also been 
running competitions to find a name for the boat plus design a flag.  All 
the students and staff who have worked on the boat were on the panel to 
choose the winning entries and we are delighted to announce the boat is 
named ‘Pride of St Peter’s’, entry by Luke McAdie 8BB.  The flag was a 
joint effort – two winners whose designs will be merged into one design : 
Patricia Anton 11BH and Joshua Ransome 9YY3.

Ahoy there!

Just Drama offers children living locally to Huntingdon a 
chance to explore the exciting world of drama. No singing, 

no dancing, just drama! Not every child is born with the 
confidence or skill to sing, dance and act, but every child can 
gain something from just drama. Little Beans World offer 
classes from 18 months – 14 years, from Drama Beans for pre-
schoolers to our newly formed 11+ Youth Theatre. Children from 
different schools and different backgrounds are encouraged to 
work together as a team, building social skills and providing 
a setting for parents and children alike to come together in 
Huntingdon.

Just Drama is designed to encourage imagination, confidence, 
communication and a sense of community.  And the proof is 
in the pudding as they say, children with confidence issues, 
and those with special needs are showing huge signs of 
improvement at school, with thanks given to Just Drama! 

“Orlaith has really grown in confidence in the year she has 
been doing Just Drama Classes, Holiday Workshops and her 1-1 
tuition with Natalie. She has gone from being an extremely shy 
student lacking confidence and communication skills, merely 
whispering to the teachers, transforming into a student that has 
not only been hitting her targets but exceeding expectation and 
speaking publically in assembly’s! Her reading has improved 
astronomically! Her school teacher and I are both amazed at the 
transformation.”  Christina Chamberlain

Little Beans World also offer scholarship places to our 
regular weekly groups, given to a different child each half term 

Just Drama Youth Theatre/Drama Beans – 
bringing Huntingdon’s children together

Visit	www.littlebeansworld.com	for	more	
information	on	upcoming	events,	classes	and	
regular	sessions	or	contact	Natalie	07870249129

- for whom the fees may make the sessions inaccessible. If you 
are interested in gaining a scholarship space for your child, 
contact Natalie for more information. 

During holidays one off workshops are offered, so if you are 
looking for something a bit different for your child to entertain 
them this Christmas school holiday, watch this space for details 
of our three day Panto Workshop.
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Priory Fields staff and members of the Young Patient Group, 
took on the Insane Terrain challenge at Wansford on a very 

chilly Sunday Morning on 27th April 2013, to raise money for 
Huntingdon Young Carers.  Running either 10K or 5K, wading 
through water, climbing over obstacles and sliding in mud, we 
all had a great time and a huge adrenaline rush, and sense 
of achievement.  We would like to thank all our friends and 
patients that sponsored us, helping us to raise over £500 for 
Huntingdon Young Carers.

Priory Fields Surgery  
going insane

There has been a lot of discussion in the media about 
patients struggling to access appointments at their doctors’ 

surgery due to lack of availability, and increasing attendance at 
A&E departments.  At Priory Fields we have given this a lot of 
thought and with the increasing demands on our appointment 
availability, and the frustrations that patients were experiencing, 
we decided to implement a new access system for our patients.  
This access system ensures that patients can speak to their 
doctor on the day that they telephone the surgery, and either the 
query or problem can be dealt with over the telephone or the 
patient comes down to the surgery to see the doctor at a time 
that is convenient for them both.  

Over the last four weeks we have been carrying out a patient 
survey to collate views of this access system, and we thank 
everyone who has taken part in this.  I am delighted with the 
results, which shows that patients have a very good awareness 
of how the system works, and 93% of patients surveyed liked 
the idea of being able to speak to a doctor without the need to 
visit the surgery.  The survey also showed that there has been a 
massive improvement in patients getting through to the surgery 
by telephone, and I can only assume this is down to all the extra 
telephone lines we have had installed.  We always get excellent 
feedback on our receptionists, and again they have scored very 
highly on courteousness and clearly communicating to our 
patients.  Patients were happy with their telephone consultation 
with the doctor, and they received their call back when they 
were expecting it, and felt reassured by the advice received.  For 
those patients that needed to be seen or requested to be seen 

by the doctor, an appointment was made that day at a time of 
their choice;  Patients also felt that by offering this service the 
Practice is more responsive to their lifestyle and commitments 
and that it allows the doctor to be more responsive to their 
needs.  A copy of the full survey results are available on our 
website www.prioryfields.co.uk

We are delighted to welcome Dr Michelle Luna, as a 
permanent doctor at Priory Fields, many of you may already 
know her as she has been working on a locum basis for a year 
now; at last we have persuaded her to join us!  Dr Luna works 
on a Monday Tuesday and Wednesday each week.

Our next patient evenings are on the 17th September and 19th 
November.  In September we are holding our first New Patient 
Evening, we will be inviting patients who have joined the surgery 
in the previous 6 months to introduce them to the surgery and 
the services we provide.  We think that this is an excellent way 
of ensuring our patients are able to get the maximum benefit 
from our services.  .  If you haven’t recently registered but 
would like to come along to find out more you are very welcome.  
Back by popular demand, Dr Robin Hunter is speaking at our 
November event and he will be talking about Men’s Health; 
both of our evenings start at 6.30pm and refreshments will be 
provided; everyone is welcome.

If you would like any further information or have any 
comments about Priory Fields please email me moira.cernik@
nhs.net 

Moira Cernik
Practise Manager

Priory Fields Surgery

Doctor’s surgeries in Huntingdon
Priory Fields Surgery 
 Nursery Road 

Huntingdon 
Cambridgeshire 
PE29 3RL 

Tel: 01480 413600
Fax: 01480 434640

Charles Hicks Centre
 75 Ermine Street 

Huntingdon 
Cambridgeshire 
PE29 3EZ  

Tel: 01480 453038
Fax: 01480 434104

Acorn Surgery
 The Oak Tree Centre 

1 Oak Drive 
Huntingdon 
Cambridgeshire 
PE29 7HN

Tel: 01480 483100
Fax: 01480 483101
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Sports News

Hundreds of people flocked to 
Hinchingbrooke Country Park on 

Sunday 28th July to take part in the 
Huntingdonshire’s Sports Festival in the 
Park. This event was organised as part 
of Cambridgeshire’s open July month 
celebrating one year on from the London 
2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games

The Festival provided a great 
opportunity for families to participate 
together. A wide range of activities were 
available to challenge, and allow people 
the opportunity to experience new sports. 
Activities included Archery, Street Dance, 
Tennis, Bell-Boating, Golf, Carpet Bowls, 
Football, Martial Arts, Hockey, Mountain 
Biking, Sailing, Hockey and many more. 

The Festival was organised by 
Huntingdonshire District Council’s 
Sport and Active Lifestyles Team with 
support from the Countryside Services 
and the Change4Life Campaign.  All 
activities were delivered by local clubs 
for families to enjoy and thanks must 
go to Bowls England, Cambridgeshire 
Golf Partnership, St Ives Hockey Club, 

Hundreds benefit from Huntingdonshire’s  
Sports Festival in the Park 2013

Huntingdon Outdoor Bowls Club, St 
Neots/St Ives Tang Soo Do and Aikido 
Clubs, St Ives Cycling Club, Paxton 
Lakes Sailing Club, Stageworks Studio’s 
Performing Arts, and Huntingdon Tennis 
Club. 

Cllr Robin Howe said “It can be all 
too easy to let the kids spend a bit too 
much time on the sofa over the summer, 
and whilst it’s great to relax after a long 
school year, it’s also important to make 
sure that they stay active during the 
holidays. The longer days are also the 
perfect time for adults and families to 
join in and give something new a try too. 
The Sports Festival in the Park was only 
the beginning, there’s so much going on 
across Huntingdonshire including sports 
courses, roadshows, and family events. 
It’s the perfect time for us all to get going 
and have a happy, healthy summer” 

For more information on what is 
available over the next few months 
visit www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/
activelifestyles or pick up a brochure 
from any One Leisure Site. 
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I feel very proud to have been appointed Deputy Mayor of 
Huntingdon for the year. This is now my third year of being 

a Town Councillor and I have enjoyed every moment of it so 
far. Since I became Deputy Mayor, I have attended a number of 
Town events. It is fantastic to see such great community spirit 
and effort being put into constantly improving the lives of local 
residents and groups.

I was born and raised in Huntingdon and have lived here all 
my life, apart from having four years in Prague as a result of my 
husband’s job. We have four children, Lucy, Jack, Charlie and 
Alfie, and they are all a huge support. One of my passions is 
photography and I’m currently studying for a Diploma.

I am extremely proud of my Town and am very community 
focused and driven, always wanting to make a difference, 
especially for local charities. I would like to help improve 
Huntingdon for the benefit of both the Town and its residents.

I look forward to a very memorable year and will strive to 
make positive change for as many charities, businesses and 
individuals as possible.

Councillor Tanya Forster,  
Deputy Mayor of Huntingdon, 2013-14

It is a truly great privilege to have been elected Mayor of 
Huntingdon back in May 2013. I have been a Town Councillor 

since 2011 and feel very strongly about making a positive 
difference for our Town.

I first moved to the area in 1973, with my family. My 
background comes from the world of radio, starting back 
in 1983 when I joined the local hospital’s station. I am still 
Chairman to this day and am very passionate about this area of 
my work. Additionally, I started up a radio station back in 1995, 
which many of you may know as HCR104fm. The station was 
awarded a full time licence back in 2009 and to date we have 
worked with over 400 community groups, helping to promote 
and publicise local initiatives, services, events and charities. 

The motto for my Mayoral year is ‘Local Local Local’. I have 
already chosen a number of charities to help, all of which are extremely hard working and 
deserving of additional support. I do however want to try and help as many organisations as 
possible, where a few hundred pounds or a small donation would make a huge difference. Please 
always feel free to get in touch if you either work for, or would like to nominate a local charity 
that you think would really benefit from my help.

My Mayoral position is a-political and I am here to help whenever I can. If you as a resident of 
Huntingdon would like to speak to me about any issues within the Town, please feel free to get in 
touch. I am very approachable and always happy to listen.

I look forward to a very exciting year ahead and feel honoured to be a part of the ongoing work 
to make Huntingdon a fantastic place to live. 

Councillor Bill Hensley, 
Mayor of Huntingdon, 2013-14


