
FIN/M5 

HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
A meeting of the Finance Committee was held at the Town Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon on 
Thursday 23rd November 2017 at 7.00pm. 

 
MINUTES 

 
Present:  Councillors: A Beevor; A Blackwell; J Dyne; S Gifford; P 

Kadewere; A Mackender Lawrence; S McAdam; B Morrell 
(Chairman) ; S Mulcahy; and T Sanderson.  

 
Absent: Councillors T Forster; L George; J Jacobs and R Valatka  
  

65. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies were received from Councillors D Brown; S Dyne; S Hassell; W Hensley; 

and B Manning  
  
66. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
There were none.  

 
67. PUBLIC ADDRESS  

 
A Member indicated that they wished to address the Council and it was proposed, 
seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting.  
 
Cllr Sanderson wished to raise the following points: 
  

• Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) had contacted the local towns and 
parishes in relation to carparking and hadn’t received any responses. The 
Town Clerk responded that no communication had been received from HDC 
regarding car parking. Cllr Sanderson asked that a response be sent on behalf 
of Huntingdon Town Council (HTC) at the Town Clerk’s earliest convenience.  

• HDC was due to invite HTC to discuss CIL priorities for Huntingdon, however 
it was noted that no invite had been received to date. Cllr Sanderson 
commented that any discussion regarding CIL could be beneficial to the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

• Finally, Cllr Sanderson noted his disappointment at recent press coverage a 
fellow Member had received in the local press, which suggested that the 
Member was solely responsible for the reinstatement of street lights. Members 
agreed that this was a Council effort led by Members and that the Member in 
question should contact the local press to arrange for a correction to be 
printed.  

 
The Mayor wished to inform Members that he had joined the Town Clerk for a 
meeting with the leader and CEO of HDC and that car parking matters were briefly 
discussed. HDC were proactively looking into car parking in Huntingdon and HTC 



was advised that an HDC Officer Group would be established to investigate long 
term parking solutions such as a park and ride service.  
 
With no further comments or questions, it was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to reconvene the meeting.  

 
68. MINUTES 
 

Copies of amended minutes of the meeting held on 26th October 2017 (M4) were 
circulated to Members at the meeting. The amendments were briefly highlighted to 
Members.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes which were duly signed by the Chairman.  

 
69. MONTHLY EXPENDITURE 
 

Members had before them a copy of the monthly expenditure of Huntingdon Town 
Council for October 2017.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to approve the monthly expenditure for October 2017 and the report 
was signed by the Chairman. 

 
A Member asked whether the Snack Shack would be stand-alone in the new 
community centre and it was explained that the Snack Shack would be housed within 
the centre, with a separate kitchen, however this would not be let on a sole-usage 
basis. The existing building would be retained for storage purposes. 
  

 A Member questioned the following expenditure: 
  

• Snack Shack expenditure. This also covered the engineering inspections at 
the Medway Centre.  

• Cranbrook Plants, wallflowers. The RFO explained that this was not just 
wallflowers but a series of planting across the town.  

• Unfunded pension. The RFO clarified that they would be investigating this 
matter, however currently there was an arrangement for pension contributions 
to be paid to the widow of former Town Clerk, Ted Bocking.  

• Replacement tyres. The RFO was unable to recall exact details of the invoice 
and recommended that the Member visit the office to look at the invoice in 
question.  

 
Members were reminded that questions relating to specific expenditure or invoices 
should be submitted to the RFO prior to the meeting to allow the officer time to 
investigate.  

 
70. BANK RECONCILIATION 
 

Members received a copy of the bank reconciliation for month ending 31st October 
2017. 

 
It was proposed, seconded and  



 
RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliations for month ending 31st October 2017, 
and copies of the bank reports were signed by the Chairman. 

 
71. BUDGET VS ACTUALS  
 

Members were presented with the Budget vs Actuals up to 31st October 2017. 
 

It was proposed, seconded and  
 

RESOLVED to note the budget vs actual up to 31st October 2017.  
 
72. PLANNING APPLICATION 
 

Members were advised that the pre-app for the new community centre had gone 
through HDC planning successfully and that the response was positive, subject to 
minor amendments:  

 

• Inclusion of cycle park  

• Removal or circular window in gables 

• Non-white finish requested on plaster walls  
 

Members noted that due to time scales, a full planning application should aim to be 
submitted by the end of 2017: 
 

• Planning application consideration – 13 weeks  

• 6 weeks for tender documents for the project to be created and circulated  

• 4 weeks for assessment and selection of contractor/s  

• Project start.  
 

It was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to approve the submission of a full planning application to HDC for a 
new community centre.  
 

73. MAYOR’S CHAPLAIN   
 

Members were asked to approve the purchase of a new civic clerical scarf to be worn 
by the Mayor’s Chaplain at Civic functions and events. This was a long black scarf 
worn over the shoulders and the Town Seal would be embroidered on the bottom.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to approve the purchase of a new civic clerical scarf with town crest/seal 
embroidery.  
 
Two Members abstained from voting  

 
74. DATE & AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING 

 
The date of the next meeting was noted as Thursday 11th January 2018, Town Hall, 
Market Hill, Huntingdon.  

 
Chairman 


