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HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

 LEISURE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

 

 
 
A meeting of the Leisure & Community Services Committee was held in the Town 
Hall, Market Hill, Huntingdon on Thursday 1st February 2018 at 7.00pm. 
 

 
Present: Councillors: A Beevor; A Blackwell; S Gifford; J Jacobs (arrived 

7.30pm); P Kadewere; A Mackender-Lawrence; B Manning; S 
McAdam; B Morrell; S Mulcahy and T Sanderson (Chairman). 

 
Absent: Councillors: T Forster; B Hensley and R Valatka. 
 
In Attendance: 4 representatives from Linden Homes, Shilpa Desai-Sakaldip; 

Medway Centre Manager, Carol Rigden, Property & Estates 
Manager and 1 member of the public. 

 
47.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies were received from Councillors D Brown; J Dyne; S Dyne and S 

Hassell. Apologies were also received from Peter Haynes, Head Groundsman. 
 
48. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
Councillor Gifford declared an interest under item 59 on the agenda as a 
Trustee of the Cromwell Museum. Councillor McAdam declared an interest 
under item 60(ii) on the agenda as a member of the History Festival 
Committee. 

 
49. PUBLIC ADDRESS 
 
 There was none. 
 
50. LINDEN HOMES PRESENTATION 
 
 The Chairman welcomed representatives from Linden Homes to provide a 

presentation on the proposed housing development of 4,000 homes at the 
Lodge Farm site, Huntingdon, a copy of which is attached to these minutes. 

 
 At the end of the presentation, there was an open forum for questions. The 

Chairman opened with questioning what allocation would be made for 
community centres and public open space and play areas. Linden Homes 
advised that all provisions as part of the development would be decided with 
ongoing dialogue to ensure the development was designed to fulfil the 
aspirations of the town. 

 
 Members went on to question the following elements of the development: 



 

• The re-alignment of the A141. Linden Homes explained that the re-
alignment of the A141 resulted from the A14 Improvement Scheme and 
with the traffic in Huntingdon set to dramatically change, the re-
alignment of the A141 would help to relieve traffic in and around the 
town. 

• Schools. A Member was concerned that allocation had been made for 
primary schools, but no mention had been made of Secondary Schools. 
Linden Homes explained that again, the provision of services and 
facilities as part of the development would be decided after ongoing 
discussions and assessments in line with the education authority. 
Members were told that a development of 4,000 homes would not be 
sufficient to fund a secondary school, but that Linden Homes could 
contribute by providing land as part of the site. The Member encouraged 
Linden Homes to encourage provision for a secondary school when 
liaising with the education authority. 
(Clerk’s Note: A Secondary School has been designated at Alconbury 
Weald) 

• Adoption of development. A Member asked what services would be 
offered by Linden Homes ahead of the site being adopted. Members 
were told that welcome packs would be issued to each homeowner, 
providing details of Linden Homes’ Customer Services team, whose sole 
purpose would be to resolve any issues ahead of the development being 
adopted.  

• Parking. Linden Homes explained that part of their manifesto was to 
encourage the use of public transport, which would be endorsed via the 
provision of a transport hub on the site. Members were told that the 
developers were keen to avoid the development being part of a car led 
scheme but advised that they would abide by legislation. 

• Other developments. A Member questioned whether Linden Homes was 
working on any other developments of this scale, commenting that the 
provision of 4,000 houses was astronomical for Huntingdon’s growth. 
Linden Homes advised that they were working on several developments 
ranging from 80 homes to 5,500 homes. It was highlighted that a 
previous development of 1,500 homes had recently been completed, but 
that a lack of parking had proved to be an issue. Members were assured 
that legislation for parking provision had since changed, meaning that 
the provision of car parking for the Lodge Farm development would be 
carefully calculated and considered. 

• Accommodation. Linden Homes was asked what type of accommodation 
the development would be made up of, and Members were told it would 
be mixed. Linden Homes advised that research demonstrated how 
people often don’t want to move away from their existing property, but 
rather find larger or smaller homes in the same area. Therefore, the 
dwellings would range from 1-5 bedroomed homes, with the required 
element of social housing too. 

• Scale. Concern was raised on the negative impact of 4,000 homes being 
introduced to the town and how the infrastructure would cope with such 
a huge increase in capacity. Linden Homes explained that the 
development, if successful, would be built as part of a phased plan, 
introducing smaller numbers of dwellings at a time, along with the 
necessary services and amenities. 

 
Clerk’s Note: Councillor Jacobs arrived at 7.30pm. 



 

• Timings. A Member questioned the timescale for the development and 
Linden Homes advised that this very much depended on the planning 
process. Concerns were raised regarding the Local Plan, with Linden 
Homes raising Huntingdon’s Neighbourhood Plan as a key driver for 
development allocation in the town.  

• Build Design. A Member questioned whether the development would 
take into consideration eco-friendly designs and materials. Linden 
Homes explained that Building Regulations were continuously changing 
to account for energy efficient and carbon neutral building schemes, 
meaning that the Lodge Farm development would incorporate eco-
friendly build features. 

 
With no further questions, the Chairman handed over to the Town Clerk. The 
Town Clerk explained to Members that the reason for the presentation coming 
to the Leisure & Community Services Committee, rather than the Planning 
Committee was due to extensive discussions between HTC and Linden Homes 
regarding development land as part of the Crematorium/Sports Hub builds. 
Discussions had been ongoing for a number of years and Linden Homes was 
keen to keep in close liaison with HTC regarding plans for the development and 
how this fitted in with the Council’s development plans and the Neighbourhood 
Plan. 
 
The Chairman gave thanks to Linden Homes for their presentation and the 
representatives left the meeting. 

 
51. MINUTES 
 
 Copies of the minutes of the Leisure and Community Services Committee 

meeting held on 9th November 2017 (M4) had been circulated to Members 
before the meeting, the draft having received informal approval by the 
Chairman. It was proposed, seconded and  

 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes, which were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 
52. RECOMMENDATIONS OF SUB COMMITTEES 
 

Copies of the minutes of the Media Sub Committee meetings held on 2nd 
November 2017 (M2), 23rd November 2017 (M3) and 18th January 2018 (M4) 
had been circulated to Members before the meeting, the drafts having received 
informal approval by the Chairman. The Chairman asked whether there were 
any questions or comments and it was proposed, seconded and  

 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes. 

  
53. HEAD GROUNDSMAN  
 

The Town Clerk gave a verbal update on behalf of the Head Groundsman, 
summarising recent activities.  
 
Members were told that the Estates Services Team was on top of winter works, 
including servicing machinery, planting trees across the town, refurbishing 
benches and creating the 3D structures for the summer floral displays. 
 



Grave digging was being undertaken regularly and installation of two new 
raised beds in Bloomfield Park had been completed. 
 
Finally, the order for all summer planting had been placed for the town’s 
summer hanging baskets. 

 
54. MEDWAY COMMUNITY CENTRE/CONEYGEAR PARK 
 
 

(i) Members received a report from the Medway Centre Manager. The 
report included an update on regular, social and one-off bookings at the 
Medway Centre.  
 
Members were told that since the last meeting, the new cooker had been 
installed at the Medway Centre and was in full use. Members were 
reminded that the MUGs had kindly donated £1,500 towards the total 
cost of £1,800. 
 
Members were also told that a grant application had been submitted to 
Cambridgeshire County Council’s Cambridgeshire Reach Fund, which 
had been successful. This meant a grant of £700 had been awarded to 
enable a young person’s project to take place at the Medway Centre. 
The project would take place over Easter, working with 30 young people 
referred via the Youth Dreams Project.  
 
Members were thanked on behalf of the GrubHub for the Town Council 
grant, which enabled 100 Christmas food hampers to be made up and 
distributed to families in Huntingdon. 
 
Finally, Members were reminded that the maintenance budget for the 
Medway Centre had already been exceeded for 2017/18 and would 
continue to run over budget, with a legal requirement to repair the 
automatic front doors of the centre at a cost of £500. 
 
The Medway Centre Manager moved on to provide updates on 
Coneygear Park. Members were told that the Snack Shack would be 
running its Easter event at the Park on Thursday 12th April 2018 from 
11.00am – 2.00pm. All Members were invited to attend. 
 
Members were also told that the last Friends of Coneygear Park meeting 
had taken place on Monday 22nd January 2018 with concerns regarding 
the soakaway areas in the park in relation to the possible new 
community centre build.  
 
Finally, Members were told that at that same meeting, the Friends group 
had been informed about the proposed new Multi-Use Games Area 
(MUGA) to be installed at the park and the plans had been positively 
received. 
 
A Member queried the comments raised about the soakaway areas in 
the park, asking what impact this might have if a new community centre 
was built. The Chairman explained that all relevant testing would be 
conducted as part of the planning process to ensure the land was 
suitable for development. 



 
With no further questions, thanks were given to the Medway Centre 
Manager for her report. 
 

(ii) The Town Clerk moved on to update Members on the proposed MUGA 
for Coneygear Park. Members were referred to a report, which outlined 
plans for the proposed MUGA. The Town Clerk explained that if the new 
community centre was built on Coneygear Park, the current half sized 
basketball pitch would need to be removed. In anticipation of this 
happening, investigations had taken place to replace the basketball pitch 
with a full sized MUGA, enabling additional sports such as football, 
netball and basketball to take place. There would also be seating, and 
bike racks installed, and the surfacing of the MUGA would allow the 
facility to be used in all weathers.  
 
Members were advised as per the report, that if approved, the MUGA 
would be installed ahead of the summer 2018, allowing full use for the 
school summer holidays. 
 
The Chairman asked Members whether they were happy to proceed with 
the installation of the MUGA and it was proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED to do so. 
 

(iii) A verbal update was given by the Town Clerk regarding the progress of 
the new community centre. Members were told that following the small 
amendments to the planning application, planning permission would be 
submitted the w/c 5th February 2018, with the outcome decided after the 
13-week planning consultation period.  

 
55. HUNTINGDON IN BLOOM  
  
 Members received a report from the Deputy Town Clerk updating them on the 

activities of Huntingdon In Bloom since the last meeting: 
 

• Members were reminded that the budget for Huntingdon In Bloom 
activities in 2018/19 had been increased from £2,500 to £7,500. 

• Members were told that a successful bid for £12,500 had been awarded 
for enhancements to be made in Bloomfield Park, including new seating, 
bins, floral displays and feature lighting. 

• A snowdrop planting activity was planned to take place in Bloomfield 
Park the w/c 19th February. 

• A large number of groups, schools and residents had signed up to the 
‘poppy project’, making plastic and knitted poppies for the summer 2018 
WWI floral display. 

• St John’s Primary School would be setting up a gardening project, with 
Huntingdon In Bloom providing raised planters to grow vegetables. 

• A second large planter had been installed and planted up at Huntingdon 
Youth Centre, with watering cans purchased for the centre to maintain 
the beds. 

• Progress with Shakespeare at the George’s 2018 floral display to mark 
their performance of Richard III. 

• The carpet bedding had been ordered for the WI’s floral display, to mark 
100 years of the WI. Huntingdon In Bloom was also supporting the 



creation of a WI Mural outside the WI Centre on Walden Road. 

• That Huntingdon In Bloom would be represented at the forthcoming 
Anglia In Bloom Spring Seminar on 9th March 2018. 

 
Members were asked to note the report and if possible, to collect plastic bottles 
for the poppy project. 
 
The Chairman asked if there were any questions and gave thanks to the 
Deputy Town Clerk for the update. 

 
56. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  
 
 The Chairman told Members that a new Planning Officer from Huntingdonshire 

District Council (HDC) had been appointed to oversee Huntingdon’s 
Neighbourhood Plan. Members were told that progress with the draft plan had 
been frustrating, due to additional changes being requested. Members were 
told that some changes were being addressed, but recommended that no 
drastic changes be made, due to different Planning Officers making 
contradicting suggestions. 

 
The Chairman also suggested that following the Linden Homes presentation, 
an allocation of development land should be included in the Neighbourhood 
Plan. All Members were in agreement with including land allocation and it was 
 
RESOLVED to do so. 
 
Finally, the Chairman suggested that another Neighbourhood Plan Sub 
Committee meeting was required to look at the amended draft, ahead of 
submitting it for a 6-week consultation period. The Chairman told Members that 
it was hoped the plan would go to referendum in Summer 2018. 
 
A Member asked what the cost implication of making changes to the existing 
Neighbourhood Plan draft was and the Chairman advised it was officer time. 
The Member suggested that the draft should not keep changing each time a 
new Planning Officer was appointed. 
 
Another Member expressed concern over not addressing the changes, asking 
what power HDC had over the outcome of the Neighbourhood Plan, should 
their recommended changes be ignored. The Chairman explained that the final 
outcome of the Plan was down to the Planning Inspector and public 
referendum, but that the Town Council needed to work positively with HDC to 
make the process run smoothly. 
 
Finally, a Member questioned the issue of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
allocation, reminding fellow Members that HDC would receive a lesser CIL 
allocation should Huntingdon have a Neighbourhood Plan in place. The 
Chairman highlighted that St Neots, Godmanchester and Houghton & Wyton 
had Neighbourhood Plans in place and that this therefore should not be an 
issue when determining the outcome of Huntingdon’s plan. 
 
A Member raised the Car Parking Working Party, suggesting that another 
meeting needed to take place. The Chairman agreed that holding another 
meeting was timely and suggested that a response to HDC’s Car Parking 
Survey needed to be submitted officially from Huntingdon Town Council. 



57. LOCAL HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS (LHI) 
  

(i) The Chairman referred Members to a report regarding Local Highway 
Improvements, which recommended three projects to be part funded by 
Huntingdon Town Council (HTC) as the town’s allocated LHIs. 
 
Members were advised that the three applications had been presented 
to Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) as the Highway Authority, with 
the Sapley Road improvement being particularly well received. 
 
The Chairman reminded Members that £20,000 had been allocated for 
LHIs and a Member questioned whether Huntingdonshire District 
Council (HDC) and CCC would be contributing to the improvements. The 
Chairman advised that both HDC and CCC would contribute but 
suggested that HTC may need to provide a contribution greater than the 
usual 10%. 
 
Another Member questioned the Sapley Road application, asking 
whether additional 30mph signs could be installed after the removal of 
the chicane. The Town Clerk explained that it was a legal requirement to 
have repeater signs for a 40mph zone, but not for a 30mph zone. 
Members were advised that part of the application would be to install 
speed cushions, forcing traffic to slow down. 
 
The Chairman advised Members that the decision of CCC regarding the 
LHI applications would be heard on Tuesday 13th March 2018 and that if 
successful, the Finance Committee would need to discuss and agree 
financial contributions.  
 
With this in mind, it was proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED to refer the LHI funding to the Finance Committee 

 
(ii) The Chairman provided Members with an update on the installation of 

double yellow lines on Primrose Lane and parking restrictions by Spring 
Common School. Members were reminded that an advert had been 
placed in the Hunts Post as part of the public consultation period, of 
which two weeks remained. Should the application be approved, 
contractors would install the lines and restrictions at soon as possible. 

 
A Member asked whether plans were in place to extend Spring 
Common’s car park by moving the fence boundary to include the grass 
verge area. The Chairman advised that this was the case and that the 
plans were in process. 

 
58. STUKELEY MEADOWS FOOTPATH WORKS 
 

The Chairman referred Members to a report regarding works required on the 
Stukeley Meadows footpath. Three options and associated costings were 
outlined in the report to carry out the works and it was suggested that this could 
be submitted as an LHI in 2018/19.  
 
The Chairman recommended that this item be referred to the Finance 
Committee for consideration, but a Member suggested that the Finance 



Committee would be unable to make a decision without exact costings and the 
expectation of HTC’s contribution. 
 
It was therefore agreed to source more information from CCC and HDC 
regarding their input to the works, ahead of presenting an updated report to the 
Finance Committee. 

 
59. CROMWELL MUSEUM 
 

The Chairman invited the Town Clerk to run through a report regarding the 
Cromwell Museum and newly appointed Curator. 
 
Members were told that a new Curator had been appointed at the Cromwell 
Museum, by the Cromwell Museum Trust. The Curator would commence their 
post on Tuesday 20th February 2018. 
 
The report advised that the Trust was seeking accommodation for the Curator, 
and Members were asked to consider making use of the Szentendre meeting 
room on the ground floor of the Town Hall. Members were also asked to 
consider the idea of HTC officially employing the Cromwell Museum Curator, 
with salary and pension being paid by the Trust Board. 
 
A Member questioned how the salary of the Curator would be issued and the 
Town Clerk explained that HTC would issue the Curator’s salary, with the 
Cromwell Museum Trust providing the funds. 
 
Another Member suggested that if the room in question was unused, it was 
sensible to offer it for the Curator to use and it was a positive step towards 
partnership working with the Cromwell Museum. The issue of cost was raised, 
and the Town Clerk advised that lease arrangements could be discussed by the 
Lettings Sub Committee.  
 
The Town Clerk highlighted in the report that St Ives Town Council worked 
similarly with the Norris Museum, employing and paying the salaries of the 
Curator, plus two assistants. Members were told that although the Cromwell 
Museum Trust would be funding the salary of the Cromwell Museum Curator, 
having the post employed by HTC provided the Trust with stability in keeping 
necessary accreditation and funding. 
 
Another Member asked what the set up was with the previous Cromwell 
Museum Curator and the Town Clerk explained that a cupboard in the Library 
had been used for office space. This was obviously extremely limiting and 
unsuitable for a permanent office location. It was questioned whether the 
Curator could be based in the Museum itself and the Town Clerk reminded 
Members of how small the Museum was and that the only desk space was 
utilised by the volunteers manning the building. It was noted that the Curator’s 
role was more than manning the building, and that this required designated 
office space. Having an office in the Town Hall would also encourage the use of 
the Town Hall as additional exhibition space. 
 
The Chairman asked whether there were any further comments or questions 
and it was proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED to approve the recommendations contained with the report, 



offering use of the Szentendre Room in the Town Hall as office space, 
employing the Curator as an HTC employee and making use of the Town Hall 
for additional exhibitions. 

 
60. HERITAGE PROGRAMME 
 

(i) Members were told that plans with the Heritage Programme had stalled 
slightly due to the absence of a Cromwell Museum Curator. As per the 
previous agenda item, discussions had commenced again with the newly 
appointed Curator to set up a series of meetings ahead of preparing and 
submitting a grant application. A meeting was scheduled to take place 
between HTC, the Cromwell Museum Curator and Ingham Pinnock 
Associates on Tuesday 27th February 2018, to introduce the Heritage 
Programme plans to the Curator, discussing the importance of partnership 
working with the Cromwell Museum. After this meeting, a Working Party 
meeting would take place in late March 2018 with stakeholders such as the 
Huntingdonshire Local History Society, the Civic Society, the Cromwell 
Museum and the Norris Museum. 
 

(ii) Councillor McAdam addressed Members regarding the forthcoming 
Huntingdonshire History Festival, planned to take place in Huntingdon 
during July 2018. Members were told that a newly formed group had come 
together to plan the month-long programme of events. The group was 
working towards having a charitable status and had recently been awarded 
a grant from the Town Council. 

 
The Group was planning a series of activities across the town, working with 
community groups and local businesses to put on a series of exhibitions, 
talks and displays.  
 
Councillor McAdam explained to Members that it was hoped the 2018 event 
would be the first of an annual history festival, to tie in with the Town 
Council’s Heritage Programme.  
 
As part of the 2018 event, it was hoped that a series of talks and displays 
would be held in the Town Hall across the 21st/22nd July. Councillor 
McAdam asked Members whether the Town Hall, subject to availability, 
could be used for the event. Another Member questioned what space would 
be required for the displays and Councillor McAdam suggested that the 
Assembly Room would be ideal. 
 
The Chairman asked Members whether there were any further questions, 
and all were in agreement that subject to availability, the Assembly Room 
should be made available for the History Festival. 
 
Councillor McAdam thanked Members for their support and advised that 
updates would be provided at future meetings. 

 
61. TOWN BOUNDARY SIGNS 
 

Members were reminded that budget allocation had been made for the 
replacement of Town Boundary signs in Huntingdon in 2018/19. The Chairman 
asked Members who wished to form a Working Party to discuss the style and 
content of the signs and it was agreed that Councillors Beevor, Gifford and 



Kadewere would form the Working Party. 
 

62. DATE & AGENDA OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The date of the next meeting of the Leisure & Community Services Committee 
was noted as Thursday 29th March 2018.  

 
CHAIRMAN 


