
FIN/M2 

HUNTINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
A meeting of the Finance Committee was held at the Medway Centre, Medway Road, 
Huntingdon on Thursday 21st July 2016. 

 

MINUTES 

 

Present:  Councillors: A Beevor; A Blackwell, J Dyne; S Gifford; P 
Kadewere; A Mackender Lawrence; S McAdam; B Morrell 
(Chairman) ; S Mulcahy; and T Sanderson. 

 
Absent: Councillors: D Brown; T Forster and W Hensley 
  

 
20. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

 Apologies were received from Councillors L George; S Hassell; J Jacobs; B Manning 
and R Valatka.  

 
21. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
Cllr Dyne declared and interest under item 24 on the agenda. 

 
22. PUBLIC ADDRESS  

 
There was none. 

 

23. MINUTES 
 
Following informal approval by the Chairman, the minutes of the Finance Committee 
meeting held on the 13th June 2016 (M1) were presented to Members. It was 
proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes and they were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
24. RECOMMENDATIONS OF SUB COMMITTEES 
 
    Members had before them minutes of the following Sub Committee meetings: 
 

(i) Finance Sub Committee – 7th July 2016 (M1) 
(ii) Devolution Working Party – 12th July 2016 (M1) 

 
The Chairman asked Members if they were happy to accept the recommendations 
contained within the minutes and it was  
 
RESOLVED to accept recommendations contained within the minutes under point (i) 
and (ii). 
 
Members questioned the discussion of the Mayors Purse as per the minutes of the 



Finance Sub Committee meeting held on 7th July 2016. Members commented that the 
Deputy Mayor had covered the Mayoral role for a period of 1 month whilst the Mayor 
was on leave. It was also further noted that invitations are for the Mayor as event 
organisers prefer to have a ‘chain’ in attendance.  
 
A Member questioned why the Mayor was expected to submit an expenditure report at 
the end of their term as Mayor. The Town Clerk clarified that this was a requirement of 
of HMRC, and was an expected part of the Council’s accounts. If the expenditure is 
not explained then the amount would become taxable. The Member asked to see the 
relevant legislation relating to this, which can be found in the Town Clerk’s note below:  
 
Town Clerks Note: The Mayor’s Purse is covered under Local Government Act 
1972,ss15(5) and 34(5) and Local Authorities(Members Allowance) Regulations 2003. 
Taxation is covered under Income Tax (Earnings & Pensions) Act 2003, which states; 
As long as the Mayor’s allowance is a reasonable reimbursement of expenses of 
unpaid office, HMRC treat this as non-chargeable for tax, but HMRC ask councils how 
much is paid and for details of the uses to which the allowances are paid.   

 

  
25. MONTHLY EXPENDITURE 

 

Members had before them copies of the monthly expenditure for Huntingdon Town 
Council for May 2016 and June 2016.  
Members questioned the following itemised expenses: 

• Purchase of flights to Szentendre. This was for the Deputy Mayor’s 
official visit to twinned town Szentendre, Hungary.  

• Tree assessments. All Huntingdon Town Council trees were inspected. 
Work would be required to some trees, however most of the work 
would be done by the Estate Services Team.  

• Band Stand Electricity. The first payment was a standing charge for 
electricity provision, however the second charge was for repairs due to 
vandalism.  

• Portacabin. Huntingdon Town Council had agreed to pay for the 
remaining 9 months rental of the Shopmobility cabin. The Portacabin 
would be donated as of march 2017.  

 
It was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to approve the monthly expenditure for May 2016 and June 2016 

 
 

26. BANK RECONCILIATION 

 

Members received copies of the bank reconciliations for month ending 31st May 2016 
and 30th June 2016, prior to the meeting.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and  

 
RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliations for month ending 31st May 2016 and 
30th June 2016.  

 
Members of the Finance Sub Committee were reminded that they would be expected 
to meet with the RFO at monthly intervals to inspect relevant financial paperwork. 
Members were advised that the RFO would meet Members who were unable to 



attend during the day, prior to Finance Committee meetings. A rota of availability to 
attend would be created by the RFO.  

 
Town Clerks note: Cllr Sanderson, Blackwell and Kadewere were unable to attend 
during the working day and therefore would meet with the RFO prior to a meeting of 
the Finance Committee.  

 
27. BUDGET VS ACTUALS  

 

 Members were presented with the Budget vs Actuals up to 30th June 2016. A 
Member questioned what was included under ‘Misc Expenses’ . The RFO explained 
that expenditure that could not be coded to another sub heading would be placed in 
Misc Expenses for the relevant Budget heading. The RFO also agreed that a 
breakdown of Misc Expenses could be provided if necessary at a later date.  

 
 The Town Clerk wished to draw attention to the budget heading Democratic 

Services, and explained that the budget had not allocated any funds for elections and 
therefore Members would need to redistribute funding from another area of the 
budget, to cover the costs of the by-election.  

 

28. INTERNAL AUDIT 

 
Members had before them correspondence received from Kinnaird Hill, relating to a 
recent internal Audit. A Member questioned the Council’s settlement period for 
creditors, where the RFO clarified that it is usually within 30 days, if payment is made 
after 30 days the Council will be required to declare this.  
 

29. BUDGETING  

 

The Chairman wished to give Members his view of zero based budgeting for the 
forthcoming financial year 2017/18.  
 
The Chairman highlighted that best practice required forecasting a minimum of 3 
years in advance, with the aim to increase reserves and contingency funds. 
Members were asked to consider what future projects and known liabilities there are 
for Huntingdon Town Council and how these could be financially managed.  

 
Members questioned whether CIL money would be incorporated into the budget, 
where the chairman explained that CIL money could be allocated to various 
expenditure depending on CIL criteria.  
 

30. FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 

 
Copies of the amended Financial Regulations were circulated to Members prior to 
the meeting.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to approve the recommendations of the Finance Sub Committee and to 
adopt the amended Financial Regulations.  
 

31. INVESTMENTS  

 

i. Members of the Finance Sub Committee had presented a recommendation to 



invest an undecided sum in the CCLA Public Sector Deposit Fund.  
ii. Members were informed that a sum of £25,000 had been invested initially to 

comply with opening of the account. It was then proposed, seconded and  
 

RESOLVED to transfer a sum of £500,000 into the CCLA Public Sector Deposit 
Fund.  
 
Members were concerned over the amount of money available in reserves. The 
Town Clerk explained that good practice is to have 3-6 months running costs in 
reserves.   
Members commented that the Council may be accountable for loss of finances, and 
therefore should minimise risk. The Town Clerk explained that the Public Sector 
Deposit Fund is spread across banks worldwide and therefore any loss would be 
minimal.  
 
Members considered the allocation of future income objects and discussed the 
distribution of funds in an approximate 55% - 45% split.  

 

32. COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY 

 

Members were asked to approve an allocation of CIL money to support an 
applications received from Medway Christian Fellowship and Huntingdon Library 
Summer Reading Scheme. 

 
i. The Finance Sub Committee recommendation supported an award of £5000 

for the application. Members questioned what the money would be used for, 
the Town clerk explained that it was to fund part of the work to extend the 
Medway Christian Fellowship’s facilities.  

 
It was proposed, seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to approve a CIL award of £5000 for Medway Christian 
Fellowship.  

 
ii. The Finance Sub Committee recommendation supported an award of £500 for 

the Huntingdon Library Summer Reading Scheme.  
It was proposed seconded and  
 
RESOLVED to approve a CIL award of £500 for Huntingdon Library.  
 

33. STREET LIGHTING 

 

Members were asked to consider the purchase and maintenance of three new street 
light columns in Huntingdon (Coronation Avenue, Wertheim Way and Grasmere).  
The Town Clerk advised the Members that if the Council funds these columns, the 
Council will be responsible for the electricity, insurance and ongoing maintenance.  
 
Members argued that if the Council funds the lighting columns it would set a 
precedent and ‘open the floodgates’ for more residents to request the Council pays 
for additional street lights. Members suggested that Huntingdon Town Council should 
challenge Cambridgeshire County Council on the removal of street lights due to 
Health and Safety concerns.  
 
A Member proposed that Huntingdon Town Council funds the three proposed lighting 



columns, but that no further columns would be funded by Huntingdon Town Council 
for the remainder of the financial year. This motion was seconded and a vote was 
taken.  
 
4 Members voted in favour, 5 voted against, Cllr Gifford abstained.  
 
A Member proposed that Huntingdon Town Council challenges Cambridgeshire 
County Council over the removal of street lights in Huntingdon due to health and 
safety concerns. This motion was seconded and a vote was taken.  
 
5 Members voted in favour, 4 voted against, Cllr Gifford abstained. 
 
It was therefore RESOLVED to defer consideration of funding for three street lights, 
until Huntingdon Town Council has challenged Cambridgeshire County Council’s 
removal of the three lights over Health and Safety grounds.  
 

34. GREEN OPEN SPACES – GROUND MAINTENANCE  

 
Members were invited to consider recommendations from the Devolution Working 
party relating to a proposal submitted by Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) for 
the maintenance of green open spaces in Huntingdon.  
 
The Devolution Working party had recommended that Huntingdon Town Council 
(HTC) reject the proposal by HDC on Thursday 20th April (Town Council meeting 
M12). It further recommended that HTC should proactively seek to expand the 
Estates Services portfolio, increasing the green spaces which are Huntingdon Town 
Council responsibility.  
 
The Town Clerk advised that ‘double hatted’ Members should declare an interest in 
this agenda item. Cllr Kadewere and Cllr Sanderson declared an interest as ‘double 
hatted’ Councillors.  
 
A Member was concerned that by rejecting this proposal HTC would be halting 
ground negotiations with HDC. Members argued that HTC provides a higher 
standard of work and that it would be logical the green spaces within Huntingdon 
should be managed by Huntingdon Town Council.  
 
Members raised their initial concerns over the HDC proposal, such as the TUPE of 
staff could result in job losses, if the standard of work was sub standard and ground 
maintenance was returned to HTC then HTC could potentially have high costs to 
reinstate staff, and purchase equipment. 
 
It was proposed that HTC reject the proposal made by HDC on Thursday 20th April 
2016, and that a counter proposal by HTC to assimilate the Huntingdon green 
spaces currently within HC’s responsibility with supporting evidence and projections 
to justify the case including the transfer of assets and funding to HDC. This motion 
was seconded and Members voted.  
 
8 Members voted in favour, 2 Members voted against.  
 
It was RESOLVED in favour of rejecting the HDC and to submit a counter proposal.  
 
 
 



35. DATE & AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 
The date of the next meeting was noted as 29th September 2016 at 7.00pm in the 
Town Hall, Huntingdon 
Town Clerks note: the meeting concluded at 9:05pm.  

 
 

Chairman 


